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I would like to thank our gracious host the Kingdom of Saudia for its excellent
hospitality.

“Our land our future”.

The two are inextricably linked, and we must determine how they will co-exist in
the decades ahead. Today’s environmental challenges though not new, are
impacting our capacity to provide for our people.

Climate Change accompanied by deforestation, over grazing, unsustainable
agricultural practices, rapid urbanization, industrialization, mining activities, and
soil erosion, collectively contribute to noticeable poor soil quality across the
entire planet.

In Barbados between 2000 to present more than 20% of our lands experienced
degradation resulting in a noticeable reduction in local agricultural yield, which
impacted our local food security.

Drought and land degradation within the last decade have also impacted our
biodiversity which is an important cog in our climate change fight.

As a group of islands and economies scattered across the globe, in the Pacific,
Asia and the Caribbean, Small Island Developing States, since the 1994 global
conference and the associated Barbados Programme of Action, have recognized
the need and the value of partnerships and synergies.

We therefore support the efforts of this convention to work closely with the
convention for Biological Diversity and Climate Change.

An example of the Caribbean’s partnership approach has been the establishment
of the Partnership Imitative for Sustainable Land Management, and its evolution
to a Ministerial Council, working for the people of the region through the
collective focus of UNCCD.

This Partnership has yield the Caribbean Soilcare project, which has wide ranging
objectives, including the production of regional soil maps, the assessment of soils,
improving land governance and enhancing lab capacity within the region.

Though this initiative for improved land management is people centered, we have
set a path of self-help to maximize our scarce resources.



This can only be achieved through partnerships, not only with countries and
regions but through a more complementary working relationship with the other
two Rio conventions.

To this end we are delighted to be one of the countries currently participating the
Caribbean SIDS soil care project, which seeks among other things to develop
regional soil maps, and soil analysis.

Unfortunately, if our people are unable to feed themselves due to the poor quality
of soils, lack of science based information and data on soil composition then their
livelihoods would be threatened.

Excellencies, if we sit and do nothing, the world as we know it will die a sudden
and unfortunate death. I call today, for each and every one of us, to stand and do
everything in our collective will, to ensure that desertification becomes a word of
the distant past.



