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Respected Chair and Esteemed Delegates,
Good Afternoon!

1) First and foremost, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the
people and Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for their warm
welcome and generous hospitality in hosting this remarkable UNCCD
COP. This gathering stands as the largest, most inclusive, and with the
highest participation to date. The generosity and hospitality of the Saudi
people are deeply ingrained in their culture and heritage that we
experienced.

2) Likewise, | extend my sincere appreciation to the UNCCD Secretariat for
their tireless efforts in making this event a grand success.

3) Nepal has been an active party of the UNCCD since its early years. The
nation has committed to achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)
targets and is working diligently toward these goals.

4) Nepal has made significant progress in increasing forest cover through
the relentless efforts of the government and the active community
participation. Over the past two decades, forest cover has grown by
6.48%. The recent National Land Cover Monitoring Report estimates
that in 2022, forests covered 46.08% of Nepal's total land area,
compared to just 39.6% in 1999.

5) Additionally, we have successfully maintained the organic carbon stock
within these forests and has been successful in biodiversity
conservation.



6) As a mountainous country renowned for its majestic Himalayas, Nepal is
highly vulnerable to climate-induced disasters such as land degradation,
soil erosion, and drought. Nepal has experienced frequent droughts in
recent years. Seasonal droughts are increasingly common in the
southern lowlands and other regions in Nepal. These droughts in Nepal
negatively affect local livelihoods, deplete drinking water sources, lead
to food shortages, impact hydropower generation, and escalate natural
resource conflicts—potentially causing forced migration in the future.

7) The Government of Nepal is working hard to address these challenges,
focusing on drought mitigation, land restoration, comprehensive land
tenure reforms, gender equality, inclusive governance, and youth
empowerment.

8) Our efforts in land restoration have been globally recognized; in 2024,
the Terai Arc Landscape (TAL) program of Nepal was honored as one of
the seven UN World Restoration Flagships by the UNEP as part of the UN
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.

9) In conclusion, the Government of Nepal is deeply committed to
achieving the objectives and targets of the UNCCD. We stand ready to
collaborate with the global community and all stakeholders in the days
ahead.

Thank you very much!
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