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Mr. President, distinguished delegates, colleagues, and friends,

First, we extend our gratitude to the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and its people for their warm hospitality in hosting us at this COP16. This
gathering cannot be just another meeting; it must mark a turning point to
transform our words into decisive action.

Today, on behalf of the Government of Panama, | bring a clear and urgent
message: we cannot wait any longer. Droughts are becoming more frequent,
intense, and devastating, and Panama is experiencing them firsthand:

o This year, operational restrictions in the Panama Canal due to water
shortages have resulted in revenue losses of $1 billion. This impact not
only affects our economy but also compromises the stability of global trade.

« In the Dry Arc, encompassing the provinces of Coclé, Herrera, and Los
Santos, annual rainfall does not exceed 1,000 mm, with drought periods
lasting up to seven months. This crisis has degraded soils, reduced
agricultural and livestock productivity, and endangered the food security of
thousands of families.

« The worsening of this phenomenon has exacerbated drought
conditions, reducing the flow of essential rivers such as the La Villa River,
on which more than 90,000 people depend for drinking water.

These droughts are not mere natural coincidences; they are the direct result of
our collective failure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The lack of an
ambitious and well-financed climate agreement in Baku has jeopardized the goal
of limiting global warming to 1.5°C, leading to more droughts, more hunger, and
greater inequality for vulnerable countries like Panama.

Mr. President,

In this context, the Global Framework for Drought Resilience is not optional; it is
an urgent necessity. Panama strongly supports its establishment and proposes
three key priorities:

1. Protection of water resources: \We must integrate the management of
surface and groundwater as a central strategy to ensure the sustainability
of our communities.



2. Immediate action on the ground, leaving no one behind: Endless
negotiations must give way to tangible projects that restore degraded
lands, create green jobs, and improve the livelihoods of our communities,
including women, youth, and Indigenous peoples.

3. Real and ambitious financing: We demand financial commitments to
support concrete projects in the most vulnerable countries. We need
sustainable solutions, not empty promises.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates,

The UNCCD has the mandate and responsibility to lead this change. Drought
must be recognized as a fundamental pillar of this Convention because without
water, there is no land, and without land, there is no life.

Panama stands ready to lead with concrete actions. The time to act is now. We
cannot let this opportunity pass to turn a global crisis into a chance to build a
resilient, fair, and sustainable future for all.

Thank you very much.



