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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, and esteemed colleagues,

It is an honor to join this critical gathering where we confront an interconnected global
crisis—climate change, biodiversity loss, and land degradation—that touches every
aspect of our planet's health and human well-being.

The Philippines commends the UNCCD's efforts in advancing policies that address
these challenges. As one of the most climate-vulnerable nations, we understand the
urgency of action. Our National Soil Health Program exemplifies this commitment,
focusing on sustainable land use systems, monitoring soil health, and preventing
degradation to ensure land remains productive and resilient.

Drought, once viewed as an episodic disaster, is now a persistent and escalating threat.
Recent severe droughts in the Philippines have disrupted agriculture, energy
production, biodiversity, and the livelihoods of millions. This crisis demands a shift from
reactive responses to proactive strategies. Early warning systems, supported by cutting-
edge technologies, are critical in empowering communities to manage water, plan
agriculture, and safeguard food systems. Yet, prediction alone is insufficient. Investment
in science-based Sustainable Land Management and nature-based solutions is
essential to restore ecosystems, boost economic productivity, and mitigate climate
impacts.

At this pivotal moment, the Philippines supports the operationalization of National Action
Plans for combating drought and land degradation. We emphasize the need to prioritize
vulnerable groups—particularly rural women, children, and Indigenous Peoples—
enhancing their adaptive capacities and resilience to climate extremes.

We also call for addressing the fundamental barrier to progress: financing. Tackling the
scale of land degradation and its nexus with climate and biodiversity crises requires
bold, coordinated investment in prevention and resilience-building. Without adequate
resources, our collective efforts risk falling short.

Excellencies, this year’s convening of COP29 UNFCCC, COP16 CBD, and COP16
UNCCD presents an unprecedented opportunity to foster collaboration and align global
efforts.

During the Philippines’ hosting of the Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction in Manila last October, severe drought was also among the slow-onset
events that were highlighted as underlying causes of disasters, which require enhanced
legal frameworks for effective response at the international level.



By integrating these frameworks, we can achieve greater impact, amplifying solutions
that address the root causes of these interconnected challenges.

The Philippine delegation urges all parties to engage in this collective endeavor to
combat desertification, land degradation, and drought. Together, let us prioritize
proactive policies, foster innovative financing, and share best practices to ensure that
the solutions we adopt benefit all—especially those most in need.

By acting decisively, we can not only combat the challenges we face today but build a
resilient, sustainable world for future generations. Let us rise to this challenge together.

Thank you.



