
Statement by the Republic of Suriname at the COP 16 UNCCD 

 

Honorable President, Esteemed Excellencies, distinguished delegates, 

ladies and gentlemen,  

 

The Republic of Suriname is honored to deliver this formal statement and 

wishes to express our gratitude to the Government and people of the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia for their warm hospitality in hosting COP16 of the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). We also thank the 

UNCCD Secretariat for their diligent preparation of this important meeting. 

 

Suriname stands here today as a nation defined by its vast forests, rich 

biodiversity, and resilient communities. Yet, like so many others, we are not 

immune to the growing threats posed by land degradation, desertification, and 

drought. These interconnected challenges strike at the heart of our 

environment, our livelihoods, and the well-being of our people. 

 

Our commitment to the objectives of the UNCCD and its 2018–2030 Strategic 

Framework is unwavering. Through our updated National Action Programme, 

Suriname has embraced the vision of sustainability, equity, and resilience, 

aiming to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) by 2030. 

 

Excellencies, 

Although Suriname is not a desert nation, we experience the far-reaching 

impacts of phenomena such as sand and dust storms. Saharan dust, carried 

across the Atlantic, affects our air quality, exacerbates respiratory illnesses, 

and damages our agricultural systems. In response, Suriname has prioritized 

the development of early warning systems, ensuring that communities receive 

timely alerts to mitigate health and environmental risks.  

We integrate these efforts into broader disaster risk reduction strategies, 

recognizing that proactive measures are essential to address transboundary 

challenges effectively. 

 

Delegates, 

Suriname, once known for its abundant water resources, is now experiencing 

the harsh reality of increasing drought events.  



These droughts are no longer isolated or rare occurrences but are growing in 

frequency and severity, posing significant threats to agriculture, water security, 

and rural livelihoods. Extended dry periods have already disrupted food 

production and increased water scarcity, affecting the most vulnerable in our 

society. 

 

The need to address these challenges is urgent. Suriname recognizes that it is 

imperative to transition from reactive crisis management to proactive and 

strategic planning. We are therefore committing to the development of a 

National Drought Plan—a comprehensive framework that will integrate early 

warning systems, risk assessments, and targeted interventions.  

This plan will not only address the immediate impacts of drought but will also 

provide a long-term strategy to enhance our resilience across sectors, 

particularly agriculture, water management, and public health. 

 

Developing this plan is critical for our socio-economic stability and 

environmental sustainability. However, realizing this vision requires substantial 

financial resources. We call upon the international community to support this 

endeavor by providing the necessary technical assistance and funding.  

 

Mechanisms such as the Green Climate Fund and the Global Environment 

Facility are vital in helping countries like Suriname implement large-scale, 

transformative projects. Yet, access to these resources must be simplified and 

made more inclusive for Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

 

Suriname also urges innovative partnerships and private sector engagement 

to bridge the funding gap. Initiatives like Payments for Ecosystem Services 

(PES) and blended finance models can help us mobilize resources while 

ensuring the preservation of our natural heritage. 

 

Excellencies, 

A critical foundation for our efforts is the issue of land tenure. Secure land 

rights empower communities to sustainably manage their lands and ensure 

social equity.  

In Suriname, Indigenous Peoples, Local and Traditional Communities are the 

stewards of our forests and ecosystems.  



Recognizing their invaluable contributions, we have embedded land tenure 

security into our national policies. Furthermore, gender equality remains a 

priority, as we work to close gaps in land ownership and empower women as 

leaders in sustainable land management. 

 

Distinguished delegates, ladies, and gentlemen, 

Suriname is proud to be a high-forest, low-deforestation country. Our pristine 

ecosystems act as carbon sinks, mitigating climate change and providing 

essential services to our planet. However, this status is increasingly under 

threat from extractive industries, land-use changes, and the intensifying effects 

of climate change. Through initiatives such as REDD+, Suriname is actively 

reducing deforestation and promoting sustainable land use. Regional 

collaboration further strengthens these efforts, enabling knowledge sharing 

and joint action to tackle shared challenges. 

 

Suriname’s journey is one of resilience and determination. We are a nation 

committed to preserving our natural heritage while fostering inclusive and 

sustainable development. Yet, the challenges we face—be they sand and dust 

storms, drought, or land degradation—are formidable. They demand not only 

national action but also global solidarity and partnership. 

 

The development of a National Drought Plan is not just a strategic necessity 

but a moral obligation to our people and future generations. It represents our 

commitment to building resilience and adapting to a changing climate. With the 

support of our international partners, we can turn this vision into reality. 

 

Let us act decisively today, with the understanding that our choices will shape 

a sustainable and equitable world for generations to come. Suriname reaffirms 

its commitment to the principles of the UNCCD and stands ready to 

collaborate with all partners to achieve our shared goals. 

Together, we can transform challenges into opportunities and build a legacy of 

sustainability for future generations. 

 

Thank you. 


