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- MINUTES OF THE THIRD JOINT CRIC/CST INTERSESSIONAL MEETING - (23 JUNE 2025)  

 

1. The Bureaux of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) 

and the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) convened the third joint intersessional meeting 

on 23 June 2025 to consider nominations for membership in the Intergovernmental Working Group on 

the Future Strategic Framework (IWG-FSF), pursuant to the Terms of Reference (ToR) endorsed by 

the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties (COP) at its meeting held on 27 April 2025. 

2. The meeting was attended by four members of the CRIC Bureau and the Chair of the CST, who 

was entrusted by his Bureau to present the consolidated opinion of his Bureau on the items under 

consideration as per decision of the CST Bureau and endorse the provisionally nominated candidates 

together with the CRIC Bureau. The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the CRIC Bureau. For further 

information on the participants to the meeting please refer to Annex I of this document. 

I. Adoption of the Agenda.  

 

3. The agenda of the meeting was adopted without any amendments (see Annex II).  

 

II. Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientist candidates for the IWG FSF 

membership 

4. The Chair of the CRIC Bureau invited the secretariat to present the outcomes of the open call for 

independent scientists1 nominations, which was launched on 5 June 2025 with a submission deadline 

of 13 June 2025.  

5. The secretariat reported that a total of 39 applications had been received. Following a preliminary 

assessment based on the criteria set out in the ToR, the secretariat provided the Bureaux with a list of 

shortlisted candidates, including the three highest-ranked candidates. 

6.  After extensive deliberations and consideration of scientific qualifications, regional representation, 

and gender balance, the Bureaux agreed to recommend the following candidates for endorsement by 

the COP Bureau: Dr. Ingrid Teich, Dr. JeffreyHerrick, Dr. James Gambiza.   

7. The Bureaux noted the high level of scientific expertise among the selected candidates, as well as 

their proven experience in key thematic areas of the Convention, including national reporting processes, 

monitoring systems, geomatics, and remote sensing. 

8. The Bureaux requested the secretariat to submit the full list of shortlisted candidates, including 

alternates with comparable qualifications, to the COP Bureau for transparency and potential 

consideration should any of the primary nominees become unavailable. 

III. Collective review and final ranking of Civil Society Organization (CSO) Candidates for the 

IWG-FSF membership 

9. The Chair of the CRIC Bureau invited the secretariat to present the outcomes of the call for 

expressions of interest for CSO nominations2, which was launched on 15 May 2025 and closed on 26 

May 2025. 

 

10. The secretariat reported that 24 applications had been received. Following a preliminary review in 

accordance with the ToR and based on criteria such as relevant expertise, gender, and geographical 

representation, a shortlist and the two highest-ranked candidates were submitted to the Bureaux for 

consideration. 

 
1 https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-06/IWG%20FSF%20Call%20for%20Independent%20Scientists%20approved_05June_final.pdf 

2 https://www.unccd.int/news-stories/stories/civil-society-help-shape-unccd-post-2030-strategy 



 

 

11. Upon review, the Bureaux agreed to recommend the following candidate for endorsement by the 

COP Bureau: Mr. Emmanuel S. Seck. 

12. The Bureaux further agreed to propose Ms. Rachel McMonagle as an alternate nominee, to be 

considered in the event that the primary nominee is unable to serve. Ms. McMonagle was recognized 

for her expertise in land governance, particularly in the context of tenure security and gender equality, 

which aligns closely with the Convention’s priorities. 

 

----------------------------  



 

 

Annex I. List of participants 

 

CRIC Bureau Members UN Geographical Regional Groups3 

Philippine Dutailly, CRIC Chair Western Europe and Others Group 

Charles Lange Africa Group 

Jia Xiaoxia Asia Group 

Pablo Hernan Viegas Aurelio GRULAC 

CST Bureau Members UN Geographical Regional Groups 

Nicholas Webb, CST Chair Western Europe and Others Group 

  

UNCCD Secretariat 

Johns Muleso Kharika Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit 

Barron Joseph Orr 

Anja Thust 

Coleen Carranza 

Olga Andreeva 

Yufu Guo 

Lesley Otieno 

Lawrencia Eposi 

 

  

 
3 https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups  

https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups


 

 

Annex II. Agenda of the meeting 

 

 

THIRD JOINT CRIC/CST INTERSESSIONAL MEETING  

 

Date:  Monday, 23 June 2025  

Time: 14h00 – 16h00 (Bonn time) 

Working language: English  

Virtual platform: Zoom (via Link) 

 

 

- Provisional Agenda – 

 

I. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  

 

II. Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientists candidates for the IWG 

FSF membership. 

 

III. Collective review and final ranking of Civil Society Organization (CSO) Candidates for the 

IWG-FSF membership 

https://unccd-int.zoom.us/j/83301370294

