
                            

 

Lesotho Statement at UNCCD COP16, Saudi Arabia, December 2024 

Your Excellency the President of the Conference, 

Distinguished Representatives, 

Honourable Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great Honour to address this distinguished assembly on behalf of the 

Kingdom of Lesotho at the 16th session of the Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). We extend 

our heartfelt gratitude to the government and people of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia for hosting this vital conference, and the warm hospitality extended to us 

since our arrival in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

 

Your Excellency  

Lesotho reaffirms the concerns of the African region that between 1950 and 

2021 half a billion of the people in the African continent alone were affected by 

drought and the African continent has experience massive economic losses 

caused by these drought impacts. It is also important to note that Africa 

continues to battle and suffer from the devastating impacts of drought which left 

millions of people being displaced, and many lives have been lost due to 

drought. 

Lesotho aligns fully with the African Common Position adopted on drought 

during the Tenth Special Session of the African Ministers’ Conference on 

Environment (AMCEN). We recognize that the interdependencies between 

drought, land degradation, desertification, biodiversity loss, and climate change 

are critical challenges for Africa, particularly in vulnerable countries like 

Lesotho.  

Our commitment to addressing these interconnected crises is unwavering, and 

we are fully supportive of the ambitions of the African Union resolution in 

strengthening efforts to combat desertification and land degradation, restoring 

degraded lands, promoting land conservation and sustainable land management 



through the Land Degradation Neutrality targets as well as enhancing  synergies 

between the Rio Conventions and other Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

(MEAs) to achieve sustainable environmental, social, and economic outcomes. 

 

Distinguished Delegates, 

As we reaffirm the implementation of the Windhoek Declaration on Enhancing 

Resilience to Drought in Africa and the Strategic Framework for Drought Risk 

Management, Lesotho continues to act at the national level to combat 

Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD). Our country is 

particularly vulnerable to land degradation (erosion induced) and drought 

(climate change & variability), and since 2008 with the domestic resources, we 

have and are still implementing series of programs aimed at restoring degraded 

landscapes, improving sustainable land management, and promoting 

community-based initiatives in tackling these challenges. Lesotho is committed 

to the Bonn Challenge, and her efforts to restore degraded lands contribute to 

the broader goal of bringing 350 million hectares into restoration by 2030. 

 

Your Excellency,  

Lesotho strongly believes that a legally binding protocol under the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is a unique chance to 

holistically address the adverse effects of the increasing frequency, magnitude, 

and severity of drought. By advocating for a structured and unified drought 

protocol, Africa aims to build a more resilient continent for better managing the 

challenges posed by climate variability and change. 

This collective decision will enable establishment of comprehensive measures 

for early warning systems, response measures and recovery plans. It seeks to 

foster collaboration among Members States and enhance the capacity of 

countries to manage and mitigate the effects of drought, land degradation and 

desertification more effectively. 

Therefore, Lesotho firmly underscores the establishment of an Open-Ended 

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop a legally 

binding Protocol on Drought under the framework of the UNCCD. We echo 

the call for COP16 to adopt a draft decision to establish this committee, with a 

mandate to complete the protocol within two years for submission at COP17. 
This legally binding protocol will offer a solid and coordinated approach to 



drought risk management, which is urgently needed for African countries like 

Lesotho, where drought is becoming more frequent and severe. 

 

 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 Lesotho urges funding partners to provide necessary financial and technical 

support for eligible African countries to engage meaningfully in the work of the 

Open-Ended Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee. Strengthening the 

financial and technical capacity of vulnerable countries, including Lesotho, will 

enable a better implementation on drought resilience strategies and achieve land 

degradation neutrality. 

Distinguished Delegates  

Lesotho joins other African nations in calling for increased and predictable 

financial resources to support the implementation of the UNCCD and its related 

initiatives. We appreciate the efforts of the UNCCD Secretariat, its Global 

Mechanism, and the African Union Commission in mobilizing financial and 

technical support. However, the scale of the challenges we face, demands even 

greater investment, particularly in capacity-building, technology transfer, and 

innovative financing mechanisms. 

In addition, we urge international partners and technical institutions to prioritize 

the identification of African countries' drought-related technical and scientific 

needs. We thank the governments and organizations that have already provided 

technical assistance and encourage others to register as providers of technical 

support to help address the scientific, technological, and capacity gaps faced by 

countries like Lesotho. 

Conclusion Your Excellency 

In closing, Lesotho remains fully committed to the African Common Position 

on drought and the objectives of the UNCCD. We believe that by working 

together, we can build a more resilient world, capable of overcoming the threats 

posed by desertification, land degradation, and drought. Lesotho looks forward 

to collaborating with all Parties to ensure the successful adoption of the 

proposed Protocol on Drought and the realization of our shared goals for 

sustainable development and environmental protection. 

I Thank you. 



 


