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Dr. Mariam Akhtar-Schuster welcomed the participants to the full-day UNCCD-SPI First Science Day 

and emphasised that the Science Day should provide a unique opportunity for SPI members to 

interact with experts from different fields related to land degradation, desertification and drought, 

including policy-makers, scientists, CSOs, development agencies and other science-policy panels and 

bodies. She stressed that representatives from the media arena have been invited as well as this 

should further support raising awareness of the causes and socio-economic impacts of the 

degradation of natural resources and the need for integrated planning and implementation of Land 

Degradation Neutrality (LDN) initiatives at country level to achieve sustainable development. 

Expert contributions during the Science Day will therefore provide insights what is needed and how 

measures can be implemented to take action to avoid, reduce and reverse land degradation and 

desertification to achieve and to maintain LDN, and to increase resilience to the effects of drought. 

She highlights that to understand the scope and concept of LDN, which is included in target 15.3 of 

the Sustainable Development Goals of (SDGs) of the United Nations, the SPI member, Dr. Annette 

Cowie, will provide an overview of the LDN concept. Consequently, the LDN concept will be the red 

thread or the narrative of this first UNCCD-SPI Science Day. 

Dr. Akhtar-Schuster continued to outline the choreography of the Science Day: Divided into six 

sessions, each session will target LDN from a different perspective and will be chaired by experts 

from the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface, experts from universities, the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC), and scientists from the UNCCD secretariat. The six sessions build on each 

other and will: 

• Highlight the Interconnectedness between climate change and land (session 2). 

• Discuss elements required for designing an enabling environment for the planning and 

implementation of LDN (session 3). 

• Highlight tools and practices required to achieve multiple benefits through LDN (session 4). 

• Deliberate on scientific assessment to inform policy (session 5). 

• Discuss key findings from preceding sessions, and additional findings which will emerge from 

the interactive dialogue with experts throughout the day (session 6). These should contribute to the 

development of key actionable messages by the SPI, and target policy-makers, scientific 

communities, Civil Society Organisations (CSO), the private sector, and development agencies. The 

key messages will be developed immediately after the Science Day and will be submitted by the SPI 

to the high-level segment starting in the second week of the UNCCD COP.14.  

In order to ensure a very interactive dialogue, all presenters of the six sessions had been requested 

to provide very brief statements and interventions that should inspire discussions with the 

participants attending the Science Day. Dr. Akhtar-Schuster also informed that issues or views raised 

by country delegates during the presentations of the SPI reports in the Plenary during the previous 

two days will be presented by the chairs of the sessions to inspire policy-relevant key messages that 
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should emerge from these discussions. These included the issues of the role of youth, concrete 

mechanisms for implementation of LDN measures, social and economic aspects and capacity 

building needs at national levels to address LDN and drought. 

In order to analyse the composition of the audience, the participating experts were invited to 

include their name and affiliation in a list. 

Mariam Akhtar-Schuster informed that an artist and environmental activist from Eritrea – Mr 

Habteweld Misgina - had kindly accepted the invitation of the SPI to visualize the discussions in 

paintings, which he would paint during the course of the day. The participants of the Science Day 

were furthermore encouraged to take advantage of the lunch and coffee breaks to look at Mr 

Misgina’s former paintings hanging in the foyer outside meeting room because these impressively 

show the connections between humans and the nature. 

Finally, she thanked the staff of the UNCCD secretariat, who provided invaluable support to the 

organisation of the first UNCCD-SPI Science Day. 

With this said, Mr Pradeep Monga, UNCCD Deputy Executive Secretary, was invited by her to convey 

give his welcome address, followed by Dr. Annette Cowie, who introduced the LDN Conceptual 

Framework. 
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