
Draft Statement – Mongolia 
 
 
Your Excellencies,  
Distinguished delegates,  
Dear colleagues,  
 
2024 is one of the busiest and highly important year for multilateral environmental platforms. This 
year, Governments together with development partners and stakeholders have gathered in 
Nairobi for the 6th session of the UNEA, Cali for the 16th session of the UN Biodiversity conference, 
Baku for the 29th session of the UN Climate conference, Busan for Plastic Pollution International 
Treaty and from today the 16th session of the UN Desertification Conference. With high and 
ambitious commitments, all these global conferences are completed its own tasks which now urge 
all of us, governments, private sectors, CSOs and Youth, to do actions and to enhance co-
beneficial effective cooperation.  
 
Dear COP president and distinguished participants,  
 
I would like to address few concerns today, while hoping fruitful and ambitious yet achievable 
negotiations can be reached during these COP16 2 weeks.  
 
First. Mother earth is calling each and everyone for action to ensure land, the lifeline on 
this planet, continues to benefit present and future generations.  
 
The process of Deseritfication may seem one of the recent challanges for the humankind but 
definetly, joint and united effort is much needed more than anything and anytime. We have 
experienced and learnt the impact sof African drought and in other continents as well. For my own 
country, Mongolia for example. Drougt and dryness frequency in Mongolia is increased by 3 times 
already, unfortunately, some scientific papers are shown that some areas may face continous 
long 10 years of drought.  Worry concern is that the more desertification and land degredation 
spread, the more Mongolian key ecosystem – rangeland, grassland breifly the dryland becoming 
fragile. This is also impacting the natural reserves like water, wetland, peatland and high 
mountainous ecosystems inlcuding glaciers and permafrost.  
 
 
Second. More than before, the synergies between Multilateral environmental agreements 
is crucial.  
 
Due to the Climate change, the nature we have granted from previous generation is changing and 
yet we have contributing much. IPBES introduced its report 4 years ago on potential loss of 1 
million species, IPCC clearly warned natural distaster frequency increase and we have yet not 
learnt what scientists and academias would inform these days.  
 
Mongolia is in its tour to find the leverage point to the synergies especially RIO 3 conventions. As 
landlocked developing country, co-benetificial and systematic solutions are considered as the key 
for successful implementation. Mongolia is taking its upmost efforts to pioneer the democracy 
model for land and integrated yet sustainable land management in post -soviet Asian space. The 
people of Mongolia is striving to keep the community led traditional nomadic reviving lifestyle yet 
supporting value chain expansion for agricultural commodities. 
 
Pastoral agriculture is a way of life for many communities in many countries, including mine, vast 
steppes and mountains and over time it has evolved and supported environmental protection of 
rangeland landscapes and herders’ livelihoods. However, EuroAsian drylands currently in 
adaptation phase in ongoing climatic, socio-economic, and ecological challenges, crises and 
flexibility. The Natural resources-based sector’s development is currently background of the 



economy in the region. Thus we should find better ways to tackle with smart and innovative 
solutions including green investment.  
 
 
Third. Acknowledging human – the first concept and challenged by covid 19, world – the 
Governments should focus on food – land – water nexus.  
 
We started to be witnessing the anxiety became reality as such unemployment, migration and 
poor quality of life caused by the ecological degradation. We should not forget about water 
resource and integrated water resource management, other side of this coin. Water disparity and 
scarcity is knocking the door to top up the global tripatiate environmental crisis.  
 
Fortunately, we have ways to fight against these crisises. Few of them iare as all known Nature 
Based Solutions and Adaptive updated technology innovations. Of course, we always should 
carry the traditional and indigenous people’s knowledge, which should not be disappear because 
of the technology development.  
 
Countries like the host - Kingdon of Saudi Arabia and Mongolia and many others, we are trying to 
plant trees as much as possible depening on given geographical location and national cpapacity. 
Our host is pledged to plant 10 billion trees to make it green, while my own country is mid process 
to plant 1 billion tree. While planting 1 billion trees, we are welcoming agro forest concept to 
provide direct and non direct impact to food, land and water. Also welcoming the healthy soil and 
healthy food concept, land restoration is considered as potential way forward to increase the 
named nexus in Mongolia.  
 
Distinguished delegates,  
 
In my last remarks, I would like to take your kind attention. 2026 would be the opportunity for my 
country to show its achievements at the same time to contribute to the global environmental 
agendas. As the Host country for 17th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Initiator country for the “International year for 
Rangeland and Pastoralsts”, Mongolia shall be paying highest attention to the rangeland, 
grassland and pastoralism. Thus, I would like to announce officially that Mongolia is proposing to 
establish “Global coalition for furure rangeland and pastoralism” which expected to launch during 
COP17 in Mongolia with all of your generous support and commitments to SECURE LIVES IN 
DRYLANDS. 
 
My delagation will be providing detailed information during these days and from next year we shall 
start official coomunication with support of the COP 16 president and UNCCD Secretariat, which 
is the upmost deep belief I have as the Prime Minister of Mongolia.  
 
I thank you.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


