
 

 

 

 

 

     

UNCCD CSOs 

 

During July 20th and 21st, 2016, the Workshop Launch for the Establishment of LDN 
Target Setting Programme in Latin America and the Caribbean was successfully 
organized in Buenos Aires, Republic of Argentina.  

 

It is clear that the LDN concept came to stay. This is very good news, if country 
parties really commit themselves to implement it adequately. And the launch of “LDN 
Target Setting Programme” implies a determinant stimulus for the countries to head 
toward LDN. But we shouldn’t forget that there are still a lot of things to do. 

 

The Buenos Aires workshop was very good and effective. On the one side, it seems 
clear that during the next months, all activities related to UNCCD will become 
explained from a LDN vision. But there are, at least, three elements which are 
potentially conflicting: 

 
1. UNCCD’s task is to work on sustainable 

development of drylands, while LDN concept 
refers to all lands, dry or not.  

2. The transformation of LDN concept in a 
specific diagnosis and policy tool requires, 
unavoidably, a simplification process of local 
realities that allows representing an 
ecological and sociably complex reality. This 
tension between reality complexity and 
simplification of the tools to represent this 
reality was already noticed during the 
Workshop.  

3. The timetable presented by the Global Mechanism seems to be excessively pretentious. In 
the beginning, it is reasonable to think that countries have the experience and tools for 
working suitably the first steps of the proposed methodology (basically, to define a base 
line and to identify the causes and factors of land degradation). But the definition of LDN 
targets and its implementation (the other steps of the methodology), requires a deep 
discussion of the developing model that each country proposes to itself. And, at the same 
time, it is reasonable to think that relevant countries will be “examining” each other before 
making unilateral choices.  

 

Two final comments on the role of the civil society organizations in this process: on 
the one hand, at all times the methodology contemplates the wide participation of 
these actors in all of the methodological steps. It is a task of the CSOs to make sure 
that this participation comes true when the process is implemented. 

On the other hand, CSOs will have to be attentive lookouts in order to ensure that the 
interests and opinions of land users will be taken into consideration when proposing 
large-scale investments. In other words, to prevent that the inclusion of private 
investments in projects of prevention, reduction and restoration of land degradation 
would be done at the expense of the local populations. 

*Article prepared by GRULAC CSOs attending the LDN workshop 
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Land Degradation Neutrality Newsletter 

This is the third issue of 

monthly letter from UNCCD 

CSOs. This letter aims to 

deliver issues especially on 

Land Degradation 

Neutrality (LDN) and 

related updates of civil 

society from all around the 

world. 

If you would like to 

contact the UNCCD Civil 

Society Organizations or 

make a contribution to the 

next newsletter on LDN, 

please do not hesitate to 

contact us via email to  

cso.panel@unccd.int 


