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Welcome to COP13! 

 

On behalf of China Green Foundation, the CSO focal 

point for COP 13, I would like to extend our warmest 

welcome to all of the CSO representatives who are 

coming a long way to Ordos, China. 

 

China Green Foundation is one of the earliest 

established national wide foundation in China, which 

was founded in 1985. Supervised by the State of 

Forestry Administration, its main business field 

covers land greening, nature conversation, 

desertification combatting and public awareness 

education. 

 

Chinese CSOs have been engaging in combatting 

desertification for decades on the grassroots level. 

Most of them are located in the less developed areas 

in northwest China. Because of the language, they 

seem less connected with the Convention than 

African CSOs or CSOs in other Asian countries like 

India, though we are facing the same sever situation 

of land degradation. 

 

Before COP13, there were only 3 CSOs accredited 

with UNCCD. Now the number has increased to 

around 20. We really appreciate this opportunity to 

have all of you with us, making all of us feeling not 

alone on the long way of restoring our land. We 

would also like to have this platform to explore 

collaboration among CSOs under the scope of “One 

Belt One Road” and “South-South Cooperation”. 

 

Let’s work and in hand for a fruitful COP13 with 

participation of CSOS! 

 

 

Chen Peng 

Secretary in General 

China Green Foundation 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CSO Panel in COP 13 

 

Dear colleagues, we would like to invite you to get 

involved in the preparations for COP 13 that will be 

held in Ordos, China, from 6 to 16 of September.  

 

We believe that the participation of the CSO 

constituencies in the COP process is fundamental in 

order to ensure that their concerns, knowledge and 

views are reflected in the decisions to be taken by the 

parties.  

 

Although not all the CSOs in this network will be 

physically in Ordos, it is our intention that this will 

not be a limitation for your engagement in COP 13 

discussions. That is why we are planning the 

following activities:  

 

 Implementation of a dedicate website for 

updating CSOs on the negotiations and CSOs 

interventions. We will launch it very soon! 

 Daily newsletters shared to the CSOs 

constituencies through the Google Group and 

website.  
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 Updates through social media 

 Communication with mass media  

 Invitation to CSOs for contributions to be 

included in the CSOs activities in COP13.  

 

We anticipate you active participation! 

The CSO Panel Members 

 

 
 

Highlights of the COP13 

From all the topics that will be discussed in COP13, 

in this issue of the CSO Panel Newsletter we would 

like to highlight the following: 

 

 

The new UNCCD strategy and its alignment to the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

COP.12 decided to establish an Intergovernmental 

Working Group on the future strategic framework of 

the Convention (IWG-FSF) to draft a proposal for the 

new UNCCD strategy. This proposal is titled “The 

UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework” and 

comprises five main sections: an introduction, a 

vision, strategic objectives and their expected 

impacts, an implementation framework and a section 

that specifies issues relating to the reporting on and 

the evaluation and monitoring of the proposed 

strategy. 

 

The vision of the draft strategy is “A future that 

avoids, minimizes, and reverses desertification/land 

degradation and mitigates the effects of drought in 

affected areas at all levels and strive to achieve a land 

degradation-neutral world consistent with the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, within the 

scope of the Convention”. The strategic objectives 

are:  

 

 Strategic objective 1: To improve the 

condition of affected ecosystems, combat 

desertification/land degradation, promote 

sustainable land management and contribute 

to land degradation neutrality  

 Strategic objective 2: To improve the living 

conditions of affected populations  

 Strategic objective 3: To generate global 

environmental benefits through effective 

implementation of the UNCCD  

 Strategic objective 4: To mobilize substantial 

and additional financial and non-financial 

resources to support the implementation of the 

Convention by building effective partnerships 

at global and national level  

 

The introduction of a new strategic objective on 

drought was proposed during CRIC 15. The IWG-

FSF will meet on 5 September 2017, prior to the 

commencement of COP 13, in order to revisit the 

wording of this strategic objective and finalize the 

draft strategy.  

 

It is foreseen that after general discussions during the 

plenary, the draft strategy will be forwarded to a 

contact group for a final reading before being 

submitted to the COP for consideration and possible 

adoption.  

 

We invite CSOs to review the draft strategy and share 

their views and concerns in order to reflect them in 

the CSOs interventions during the COP. You can 

download it here.  

file:///C:/Users/singh/AppData/Local/Temp/notes0BE6DC/(http:/www2.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2017-07/ICCD_COP(13)_3-1710493E.pdf)
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The integration of Land Degradation Neutrality in 

the UNCCD 

 

COP 12 decided that striving to achieve Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) target 15.3 is a strong 

vehicle for driving implementation of the UNCCD 

and invited Parties to formulate voluntary targets to 

achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN), in 

accordance with their specific national circumstances 

and development priorities. Also the COP requested 

the secretariat and appropriate UNCCD bodies to 

develop guidance for formulating national LDN 

targets.  

 
 

The UNCCD secretariat has prepared a report on its 

work related to LDN that includes recommendations 

on future work priorities and collaborations. This 

document identifies five elements as essential for 

integrating SDG 15 and target 15.3 into the 

implementation of the Convention:  

 

(1) LDN targets: setting targets and establishing the 

level of ambition; 

(2) Leverage and impact: catalyzing the multiple 

benefits that LDN provides from climate change to 

poverty reduction;  

 

(3) Partnerships and resource mobilization: 

rationalizing engagement with partners, overcoming 

fragmentation, and systematically tapping into 

increasing finance opportunities, including climate 

finance;  

(4) Transformative action: designing and 

implementing bold transformative LDN projects that 

delivers multiple benefits;  

(5) Monitoring and reporting: tracking progress 

towards achieving the LDN targets. 

 

The document also describes the progress on the LDN 

Fund in response to the request of COP 12 of 

assisting in the possible creation of an independent 

LDN fund, to be made available for the full 

realization of LDN initiatives. It is mentioned that 

several public and private investors expressed interest 

in capitalizing the Fund, and many of them are 

conducting their due diligence process at the time of 

writing, indicating that the launch of the LDN Fund 

and its first investments will take place in the coming 

months. 

 

We invite CSOs to review this report and share their 

views and concerns in order to reflect them in the 

CSOs interventions during the COP. You can 

download it from here.  

 

We expect to address the other topics of COP agenda 

in our dedicate website that will be announced soon. 

You can access the full set of COP13 here.   

 

 

Land rights agenda in COP13 

 

Land is the foundation of our life; stopping the critical 

loss of land and turning this trend around is critical 

for the future prosperity and security of humankind. 

The Sustainable Development Goal 15 “Life on land” 

commits world leaders to work together to achieve  

http://www2.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2017-07/ICCD_COP%2813%29_2-1710491E.pdf
http://www2.unccd.int/official-documents/cop-13-ordos-china-2017
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land degradation neutrality (LDN) for safeguarding 

life on land. 

 

One of the objectives that comprises LDN is to 

reinforce responsible governance of land tenure. Land 

rights is indeed a key factor for achieving LDN and 

delivering food, water and livelihoods security for 

future generations, particularly the poor people, on 

the path to real sustainability. However, how much do 

key stakeholders understand the vital connection 

between land rights and land degradation? 

 

The UNCCD CSO Panel has been working the last 

year in pushing an agenda for appropriate land rights 

that could ensure the access of the local populations 

to the land, supporting in return LDN. This work 

concluded in a Land Rights Report that contains 14 

Policy Messages to enhance land rights for both the 

prevention of land degradation and the recovery of 

degraded lands. The publication that can be accessed 

here.  

The CSO Panel will advocate for the inclusion of land 

rights recommendations in the decisions of COP13. A 

side-event on Land Rights will be held on Thursday 

07 September from 13:00 to 15:00 (Room MET-05) 

to launch the Land Rights Report. 

 

Securing land rights is a challenge that demands 

multi-actor collaboration. The establishment of 

partnerships to overcome constraints related to land 

rights and to get advantage of the related 

opportunities will be important to achieve the LDN 

goals. We invite Parties, CSOs, local communities 

and other interested stakeholders who share this 

vision to work together as partners and mobilize our 

abilities and efforts to secure land rights for 

sustainable life. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Women work for environment in Asia 

Bangladesh 

Established in 1996 Development Wheel (DEW) it is 

a non-profit development organization, committed to 

promote support poverty of the poorest families in 

Bangladesh. The core focus of the organization is to 

work for the promotion of the sustainable livelihoods 

for small scale Agriculture farmers, Arts and Crafts 

sector producers in Bangladesh by facilitating the 

development of small enterprises with an aim to 

generate sustainable self-employment opportunities 

for underprivileged rural and urban people. Besides, 

DEW is also active in the fields of environment and 

climate change, livelihoods security, agricultural 

promotion, women’s empowerment, human rights and 

good governance.  

 

http://www2.unccd.int/publications/civil-society-organizations-cso-panel-land-rights-sustainable-life-land
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Environment and climate change 

To combat the adverse impact of climate change on 

the Char dwellers, DEW is actively working to 

promote adaptation technologies and shock 

absorption capability. DEW organizes rural livelihood 

and agricultural biodiversity fair, demonstration, 

memorandum, promoting sustainable agriculture 

practices. DEW also provides training to its producer 

groups and associations on best management practice 

and SAN standards to protect biodiversity on their 

cultivation and production cycle to protect 

environment for future generation.  

DEW protects violence against women, campaigns 

for women farmer’s contribution and recognition in 

Food Security and Sustainable Rural Livelihoods. The 

initiative provides rural women farmers a platform to 

showcase their achievements in feeding their family 

on limited land and the influence of climate change 

and environment. 

Vietnam 

The Centre for Sustainable Rural Development (SRD) 

a leading NGO of Vietnam has been engaged in 

managing livelihoods of rural people sustainably 

through various environmental activities for last 11 

years. Over 114,000 beneficiaries directly and 

130,000 indirectly benefitted with these activities.  

 

Considering desertification, climate change and 

biodiversity’s loss as the most critical economic, 

social and environmental issues to the sustainable 

development of Vietnam SRD’s Strategic plans have 

been implemented with the ultimate aim of poverty 

reduction and environmental sustainability. SRD’s 

has expertise in sustainable agriculture and 

livelihoods, biodiversity, climate change, forest law 

enforcement, governance, research and advocacy. 

SRD is leading several networks of CSO in Vietnam, 

including The VNGO-FLEGT Network and The 

VNGO & Climate Change Network with over 196 

member organizations throughout the country. 

Women farmers discussing their problems (left) and 

harvesting Jute from the field (right) 

Ms. Hop verifying seed quality with women farmers in 

the field 
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Peruvian civil society facilitates LDN dialogue 

among governmental organizations 

AIDER organized the first dialogue on Land 

Degradation Neutrality (LDN) among government 

entities involved in the issue of land degradation in 

Peru. This meeting was held in Lima on August 25 

and gathered representatives from 10 public 

organizations including the Ministries of Environment 

and Agriculture and the National Forest Authority.  

 

The participants agreed that LDN could contribute to 

the alignment of several ongoing public programs 

leaded by different sectors. The National Forest 

Authority expressed the possibility of incorporating 

the LDN approach into the National Program for the 

Recovery of Degraded Areas developed by this 

institution, under the 20x20 Initiative.  

 

The Environment Ministry mentioned that LDN 

should help improving the monitoring of land 

degradation in the country and must be incorporated 

in the National Action Program to Combat 

Desertification. They also stressed the need for 

coordination between the different institutions in 

order to move towards a model of public management 

to avoid land degradation, integrated to the process of 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

 

As a result of this meeting, participants agreed to 

organize a workshop after the next UNCCD COP 13 

in China to begin the alignment of public programs 

linked to land degradation and to invite CSOs to 

participate in this process and provide inputs from the 

local experiences.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter was produced by the UNCCD CSO panelwith the 

financial support of the Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (SDC). The content of this newsletter does not 

necessarily reflect the views of SDC 

If you would like to contact the CSO panel or make 

a contribution to the next UNCCD CSO panel e-

newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact us 

via email to cso.panel@unccd.int. 


