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- MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COP 16 BUREAU 
(6 DEC 2024) - 

 
The first meeting of the COP 16 Bureau took place in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia on the 6th December 2024 in MET-21. His Excellency Mr. Abdulrahman 
Abdulmohsen A. AlFadley, Minister of Environment, Water and Agriculture from Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, , and the Executive Secretary, Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw made welcoming remarks.  

Further to the opening of the meeting , the COP16 Presidency was represented by Dr. 
Osama Ibrahim Faqeeha, Deputy Minister of Environment, Water and Agriculture . 

An overview of the matters discussed, and the decisions made by the Bureau is 
presented below. 

 
I. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda was adopted without modification. 

II. Introduction to COP 16 Bureau members 
 

  The Bureau members introduced themselves.   
 
III. Election of the rapporteur 
 

In line of rule 22 of the Rule of Procedure of the COP, at the commencement of the 
first meeting of each ordinary session a President and nine Vice-Presidents shall be elected 
from among the representatives of the Parties present at the session in a manner that every 
geographical region shall be represented by at least two members. One of the Vice-Presidents 
shall act as Rapporteur. In line of the above, and taking into consideration the geographical 
rotation of the position,, the members of the COP Bureau were invited  to designate the next 
Rapporteur among the African Group. 

The representative of Morocco, Mr. Khalid Cherki has agreed to serve as Rapporteur 
of the 16th session of the COP.   

IV. Reports on past and forthcoming meeting 
 

a. Committee of the Whole (COW) 
 

Report was made by the Chair of the Committee of the Whole (COW). 
 
As per past procedure a Committee of the Whole (COW) has been established in the 

COP plenary on the 2nd of December. 
 
The COW plenary had its first meeting on 2 December, where it established two contact 

groups: one on the program and budget, and another one on other matters. Two facilitators 
were appointed for these contact groups. Budget contact group started on 2 December. Other 
Matters first meeting started on drought and continued with migration and land tenure.    
Involvement on private sector and other remaining topics will be introduced in the COW 
plenary meeting the 9th of December..   
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b. Committee on Science and Technology (CST) 

The CST Chair presented the report.  

The CST has already held three meetings. Plenary session opened 3 December. The 
space of negotiation is slow but effective. CST contact groups has been established to make 
consultations on sustainable agrifood systems, review of the CST work, interface of science 
and policy, knowledge sharing and technology transfer. Contact group meeting joint CRIC-
CST was held 4 December. CST is reconvened on the 11 December with a focus on procedural 
matters, and the 12 December on adoption of draft decisions and election of officers.  

c. Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the 
Convention (CRIC) 

             The CRIC chair presented the report. The CRIC opening plenary was held  3 
December and adopted the CRIC Agenda with only minor amendments in the schedule of 
work. The CRIC during its first plenary meeting also established a CRIC contact group.  The 
second meeting of the CRIC included matters relating to  financial mechanism and took place 
Wednesday 4 Dec. in the afternoon. The contact group so far has started reading draft text of 
decisions but has yet to finalize its first decision out of seven before the CRIC. The CRIC 
contact group will meet on Thursday to continue its work.  

 
V. Other business 
 

The secretariat presented  a communication from Annex V region requesting the 
COP16 Bureau on an exceptional basis to allow previous COP15 Bureau members (Armenia 
and Georgia) to participate as observers in the COP16 Bureau meetings until the region elects 
its COP16 Bureau representatives. Annex V Parties will put all its efforts into nominating 
regional Bureau representatives with outmost priority. 

 
The bureau agreed, to have representatives of Annex V from Armenia and Georgia to 

attend the COP16 bureau members as observers .  
 
The Secretariat recalled that in line with Rule 19 of the COP RoP, the credentials of 

representatives as well as the names of alternate representatives and advisers shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Secretariat if possible not later than twenty-four hours after the 
opening of the session.  As of the 5 Dec. only 60 country Parties have submitted their 
credentials to the secretariat.   

As per Rule 20 of the COP RoP the COP Bureau shall examine the credentials and 
submit its report to the Conference of the Parties for decision. In line with past practice, a 
first report is considered to be submitted to the COP at the beginning of next week as to 
enable as many Parties as possible to submit their credentials for the session. To this end, a 
memo on the status of credentials is being prepared by the secretariat for COP Bureau review 
at its next meeting. 

The secretariat requested Bureau members to remind Parties of  their representative 
regions to kindly provide their credentials to UNCCD legal officers in Office – 11, AREA B 
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VI. Next meeting 
 
The next meeting of the COP 16 Bureau is scheduled the 9th of December, at 02.00pm in 
MET-21. 
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