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Priorities and Action Lines on Desertification1.

EU JOINT POSITION PAPER ON DROUGHT

Existing mechanisms of drought risk management

Avoid further fragmentation of governance 
landscapes

EU Statement at CRIC19

Baseline for future 
COP negotiations

EU MS Position on 

UNCCD Report “Supporting 

the Global Response to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic: Land-

based Solutions for Healthy 

People and a Healthy Planet 

Overall, Member States see that land is of paramount importance in 

building resilience of rural populations against future crises. That is why 

efforts towards Sustainable Land Management and Land Degradation 

Neutrality must be strengthened globally. 
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2. Conservation Agriculture towards land degradation neutrality in Alentejo Region 

• 75% litolic soils + 25% Mediterranean para-
hydromorphic soils
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irrigated cultures

Water 
retention 
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Herdade da Parreira



2.

Herdade da Parreira Direct 
seeding

Crops 
rotation

Haulm 
maintenanceGrazing 

Manure 
fertilization

Soil 
organic 
matter

SOIL 
functions

wheat

ryegrasswheat

pea

Crops 
rotation

Conservation Agriculture towards land degradation neutrality in Alentejo Region 

Bellow ground 
CO2 

sequestration

Reverse 
land 

degradation



Conservation Agriculture towards land degradation neutrality in Alentejo Region 2.

Agricultural 
system

Conservation 
Agriculture



2. Habitat restoration and structural prevention of rural fires, Centro Region

Cultural heritage:

- early Paleolitic

- Roman 

occupation

- French invasions

GEOSITE

Portas de 

Rodão

Natura 2000 Habitats:

5210pt1- Arborescent matorral 

with Juniperus spp

5330 - Thermo-Mediterranean

and pre-desert scrub

Flora: 

Series of vegetation, Smilaco áspere-Querceto suberis

sgmetum, which has the cork oak with junipers as the climatic 

stage.

Vegetation series, Pyro bourgaeanae-Quercetum rotundifoliae

- var. with Juniperus oxycedrus subs. lagunae, occupying 

marginal areas and whose climatic vegetation is the grove of 

holm oaks and by fringes with Kerms oak.

Protected area since 2009 – Geological site with 965ha

EN

Fauna:

- Greatest national 

colonies of Gyps fulvus

- Other community of birds 

of great conservation 

interest

Andryala ragusina L



2. Habitat restoration and structural prevention of rural fires, Centro Region

Fire of 2017 burnt 70%

Slope stabilization

Seeds collecting

Ex-situ 
conservation 
of Juniperus
oxycedrus



2. Habitat restoration and structural prevention of rural fires, Centro Region

 Cleaning the burnt area (100ha), small 

patches favors native species expansion

 Cutting of woody material and placing on 

ground to reduce erosion effects and 

improve soil organic matter

 Opening fire management tracks

HABITAT RECOVERY

Restore the habitats damaged by fires, and 

contribute to further recovery of Arborescent

matorral with Juniperus spp habitat (5210), ensuring 

a favourable conservation state, in line with 

Natura2000 directive
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Desertification throughout European Union3. Concerns and Actions

• The fight against Desertification and Land Degradation is a key feature of Belgium Development

Cooperation

• Belgium is fully commited to the mandate & Strategic Framework 2018-2030 of UNCCD and intends to

keep on contributing concretely to LDN, i.e. via a new Thematic portfolio focused on Desertification and

Land Degradation in the Sahel.

• Participation of the Minister of Development Cooperation & Humanitarian Aid, Mrs. Meyriame

Kitir, to the High-Level Dialogue on DLDD on June 14th 2021

New Thematic portfolio focused on Desertification and Land Degradation in the Sahel:

 Geographic focus: The Sahel Region

 4 countries: Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger

 A regional component (support to some regional coordination mechanisms)

 5 years of implementation: 2022-2023-2024-2025-2026 

 A direct contribution to the goals of the Great Green Wall; and to the LDN & NDC targets of the 4 coutnries

 Cross-cutting focus on Gender and Decent Work + Territorial and Integrated approach

 Budget: 50 million €



Desertification throughout European Union3.

Germany´s contribution for the Desertification and Drought day 2021 

1) Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development Dr. Gerd Müller contributes

a video message to UNCCD´s global observance programme

2) Hosting of a German online exhibition: presentation of local, national and international initiatives promoting land 

restoration to build back better, highlighting possibilities for individual engagement

Germany is host government of the UNCCD Secretariat, its largest contributor, and the largest ODA donor for the

implementation of the Convention (with more than USD 1 billion in bilateral ODA funds for soil conservation and restoration

worldwide; Rio Marker Desertification 2019)

Concerns and Actions

 Large portfolio of bilateral development cooperation in the field of sustainable land management and soil conservation,

most of which contributes directly to the implementation of the Convention

i. Soil protection and rehabilitation for food security (178.2 mio. EUR 2014-2025): supports soil protection and the

rehabilitation of degraded soils in seven partner countries (target: 700,000 ha)

ii. Forests for Future (26.5 mio. EUR 2020-2025): supports three partner countries to implement their national

restoration targets of the African Forest Landscape Restoration - Initiative (AFR100)

 Supports the protection, sustainable management and restoration of terrestrial ecosystems domestically, e.g. through

conservation and restoration projects within the program “chance.natur”



Desertification throughout European Union3.

 LDN Target Setting Program (in progress).

 15.3 in the National Sustainable Development Strategy + National Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change.

 The Italian Recovery and Resilience Plan presented to the EC includes a specific subject related to soil protection.

 The Ministry of Ecological Transition has financed a project in the Sahel - to be implemented with UNCCD support in Burkina

Faso, Niger and Ghana - aimed at restoring lands and generating sustainable economic activities.

 Land restoration is one of the priorities of the environment track of Italy’s G20 Presidency

 Integrate actions to combat drought and desertification in the main sectoral plans (management of water resources and 

hydrogeological assets).

 In terms of Development Cooperation and Land Restoration, IT Supports the most vulnerable countries and communities in

combating DLDD, in line with the vision of a sustainable, inclusive and resilient recovery from the Covid-19 crisis. So far, has

financed over 140 initiatives DLDD-related

Concerns and Actions

Based on traditional techniques of rainwater harvesting with mechanization

by the use of the special plough Delfino. Trees plantation into the micro-

basins for water harvesting is finalized to the revegetation of soil surface.

Direct sowing of local herbaceous species and sylvo-pastoral techniques

are characterized by the so-called Régeneration Naturelle Assistée.



Desertification throughout European Union3. Concerns and Actions

Development of the Operational Drought and Water Scarcity Management System

• automatic monitoring network based on national drought index and soil moisture measurement

• daily measured and calculated data with 10 days forecast available online

• integration into legislation

Irrigation development programme to increase irrigated area of land

• Reconstruction, restoration, conversion of existing (old) irrigation systems

• Formation of farmers’ irrigation associations

• Legislation – Irrigation Act

Hungary identifies climate change and changes in the drought tendencies as main concerns. 

Growing frequency, severity and duration of droughts pose damage in agriculture (and other sectors), 

competition for water among sectors, the lowering of groundwater levels and water flow, degradation 

of ecosystems, water quality problems

Celebration of DDD with an online conference with the Topic: „Restoration. 

Land. Recovery” and national actions, counting with the presence of the Ministry 

of Interior, General Directorate of Water Management and Ministry of Agriculture.



Desertification throughout European Union3. Concerns and Actions

Slovenia have been experiencing more severe and intense droughts

Agricultural drought indicator: average meteorological surface water balance for summer months for 

Slovenia with no. of extreme drought events 1961-2020 (upper) and as per regions (bottom)

1. Promotion of „DroughtMeter“ (Slovene: „Sušomer“) – foundation for better 

drought management prevention actions

2. Climate change & trends in drought occurrence in Slovenia – foundation for 

new EEA environment indicators.

3. Drought in the Alps (Alpine Drought Observatory) | Celebration through project 

campaign | (16-17 June 2021 project meeting)

4. Promotion of regional drought tool – DroughtWatch & 15th anniversary of 

Drought Management Centre for Southestern Europe (DMCSEE)

Weekly joint report on development of 

meteorological, agricultural and hydrological drought 

(atmosphere, topsoil, streamflows, groundwater)



Desertification throughout European Union3. Concerns and Actions

DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT DAY – Practical cases

of conservation agriculture in Southern Portugal  
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR ATTENTION

PORTUGUESE PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

diana.almeida@icnf.pt


