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H. E. Mr. Emidio Sousa

Excellencies Executive Secretary Mr. Thiaw,

Heads and Representatives of UN Organizations and International

Financial Institutions,

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to be here today. | would like to thank the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for hosting this Conference in the 30th
anniversary of the UNCCD, a remarkable sole binding international
treaty on combat desertification and mitigating the effects of

drought.

Portugal has been part of the UNCCD from 1996 and since then
has endeavoured to integrate soil conservation into policy

instruments. The focus of our efforts has been in restoration and



ﬁ REPUBLICA A
%~ PORTUGUESA
AR COP16

AMBIENTE E ENERGIA Riyadh 2024

recovery towards re-establishing the balance of natural
ecosystems, providing access to a healthy and productive land to

the most affected populations.

Changes in land use and land cover are many times associated
with desertification, land degradation and drought, which largely
impact soil and biodiversity loss, decrease land productivity,
jeopardize food and water security, force land abandonment and

migration.

More than a half of Portugal is affected by desertification, and the
models predicts even a worst scenario in a near future. Trying to
reverse this trend, a set of reforestation projects have been
implemented in Portugal, especially in areas affected by forest
fires and are more susceptible to desertification. Moreover,
conservation agriculture practices in agroforestry-pasture
systems have also demonstrated their added value in soil
restoration and to combat desertification, as well as to increase

biodiversity and to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
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We must bring to light the importance of the creation of the
National Desertification Observatory, which aims to monitor the
main trends in desertification, drought and land degradation and
for that counts with a multidisciplinary team of various public
institutions, as nature conservation and forests, environment,
climate action, agriculture, soil authority, among others. We are
now setting in motion the revision of the National instrument to
tackle desertification, which an opportunity to revise the strategic
framework and align it closely with the Convention. Portugal has
also participated as an early adopter, in a project lead by the
European Spatial Agency, aiming the use of Sentinel images to
derive land degradation. Yet, we still fail to set Land Degradation
Neutrality Targets. Setting LDN targets today would mean
meeting the climatic neutrality of tomorrow, as land is one of the

major responsible for carbon balance.

The mission that drives us here today is to continue to build up

effective bonds with the other Rio Conventions and strengthening
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synergies in order to improve resource optimization and with it,
contribute more successfully to the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the achievement of its

goals.

‘Our Land. Our Future’, describes our responsibility to raise
awareness about a common concern, the value of land. We shall
not misguide our focus in re-bonding with nature, having in mind
the need to link sustainable land use and water management, as
well as nature-based solutions, the equal access to a healthy and
productive land, which, among other, secures for durable bonds,
preventing land abandonment and forced migration or

displacement.

This Convention is key to leverage biodiversity and climatic
targets, we must act now to secure a sustainable and prosperous

future for all.

Thank you.



