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Second review of the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface  

External assessment report to support the UNCCD preparation for the second review of the SPI, to be conducted at COP 16 by the CST 

(Consultancy reference number: CCD/22/EO/C/53) 

 

Supplementary material: 

This document provides further information for, as well as details on the methodology and sources used in the external assessment of the SPI.   

List of content: 

- Questions contained in the semi-structured interviews 

- Bibliography 

- Detailed description of SPI-informed CST Recommendations which contributed to UNCCD Decisions at UNCCD COP 14 - based on the 

implementation of the SPI work programme 2018-2019 

- Detailed description of SPI-informed CST Recommendations which contributed to UNCCD Decisions at UNCCD COP 15 - based on the 

implementation of the SPI work programme 2020-2021 

- Scientific information and guidance to UNCCD Parties through the SPI technical reports produced under the 2018-2019 and 2020-2021 biennial work 

programmes 

- Details of the SPI coordination activities required by the Conference of the Parties during its five multi-year work programmes (2014 - 2022) 

- The interacting elements of the 2014-2022 SPI work programmes 

- Gradual consolidation and expansion of SPI's engagement with other scientific bodies since its establishment in 2013  

- Types of SPI engagement with IPBES, IPCC and GSP/ITPS  

- Technical aspects regarding IPCC and IPBES communication strategies 

- An initial feasibility assessment for the establishment of an external technical support unit (TSU) for the SPI should include an assessment of the 

GEO-LDN and WOCAT. 

- The role of WOCAT as a key database provider for best practices on SLM and SLM technologies for the UNCCD 

- Assessment of the SPI's objectives and coordination activities to achieve the expected results under the five strategic objectives of the UNCCD 

Strategic Framework 2018-2030, and reflections to further improve its scientific contributions. 

 

Additional information on the e-survey that was organized as part of the assessment (graphic visualization of the e-survey results and responses to the e-survey 

listed according to respondent groups) can be accessed in another document on this link:  

SPI external review 2024 - Supplementary information.pdf 
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Table SM-3: Questions contained in the semi-structured interviews  

Given the semi-structured nature of the interviews, the questions below provided a guide but we allowed discussions to flow, with some responses covering 

multiple questions without us having to actually ask those questions.  

a) Interview with the SPI co-chairs and CST Bureau UNCCD Secretariat / Science, technology and Innovation Unit (STI Unit), and representative of 

the CRIC 

Questions 

Relevance 

How well is the SPI responding to the needs and priorities of the UNCCD and its Parties?   

- How well is the SPI work suited to the mandate and priorities of the CST?  

- Is the SPI work relevant to the needs and priorities of the UNCCD Parties, as stated in different COP decisions? 

 

How well does the SPI work support the mandate of CST? and STCs? 

Coherence 

To what extent do SPI inputs and presence in other scientific processes influence their outcomes (IPCC, IPBES, ITPS)? Should the influence be 

bigger/different? What should change?  

Should the results of the other processes be better reflected in the UNCCD? How?    

Effectiveness 

How do you use the SPI reports and policy briefs? How useful are the SPI products to you, and why? Would you like to change/improve 

something in their content or approach? If so, what?  

- Has the work of the SPI informed the UNCCD COP decision-making? 

- Has the work of the SPI had an impact on the work of UNCCD-relevant partners? 

- Is the use of the SPI products at global, regional and national levels monitored by the UNCCD Secretariat? 

- Outreach: Do the press and social media pick up on SPI outputs in a timely manner? 

- Please provide specific examples for the utilization of SPI products by UNCCD-relevant partners (2018-2018 and 2020-2021). 

How would you improve the effectiveness, influence and impact of the SPI?  

- Experience with calls for the expression of interest to join the SPI. 

- Formats of SPI products. 

- Communication aspects. 

- Outreach. 

Efficiency 

Adequacy of resources: 

- Was the quality of SPI products adequate for working with the UNCCD strategic scientific partners and for media outreach activities? 

Please explain why you give this answer 

- Were there resource challenges?  

- (Are budgetary requirements for SPI work programme objectives and coordination activities approved with the approval of the SPI work 

programme to ensure that timely financial and technical resources are in place for the SPI to carry out its work?) 

- Were more resources provided, where would/ should they go?  

Request for the provisioning of the following statistics: 

SPI expenditures 2018-2019 and 2020-2021 (the triennium 2022-2024 is ongoing so that statistics may not be available. If possible, for reasons 

of comparability, we would also be interested in statistics for the biennium 2014-2015; 2016-2017). 

 

b) Interview with the CST Bureau 

Questions 

Relevance 

How well is the SPI responding to the needs and priorities of the UNCCD and its Parties?   

How well is the SPI work suited to the mandate and priorities of the CST? 

Coherence 

To what extent are the SPI products taken up by other science policy panels and bodies? (specifically, IPCC, IPBES, ITPS)?  

 

What do you think the SPI can do to improve the impact and influence of its work on concrete actions addressing DLDD? I.e., should the 

influence be bigger/different? What should change?  

 

Should the results of the other processes be better reflected in the UNCCD? How?    

- Is the SPI well represented in important meetings and processes outside the UNCCD, particularly those concerning IPBES, IPCC and 

ITPS? 

- Is the SPI’s work compatible with the work of other science-policy entities and partners whose actions influence the UNCCD? 

Does the SPI’s work contribute to and benefits from the science-policy work of the other two Rio Conventions? 

Effectiveness 

Do the SPI products inform each other (are existing reports used to e.g. provide a baseline, know what has come before etc?)? 

Would you like to change/improve something in their content or approach to support the use/implementation of the SPI findings?  

- Is the CST effectively considering the key contents of the SPI work and delivering it in relevant formats for the policy-oriented decision-

making at the COP? 

- Is the CST is an effective channel through which the SPI products become part of UNCCD policy actions? 

Please provide specific examples for the utilization of SPI products by UNCCD-relevant partners (2018-2018 and 2020-2021). 

How would you improve the effectiveness of the SPI (its influence and impact)? 

- Are Science and Technology Correspondents (STCs) an effective channel through which SPI products can inform national agendas for 

uptake for implementation? 

Efficiency 

How efficient is SPI? 

- Is the SPI work programme clear, appropriate and realistic? 

Adequacy of resources: 

- Were all planned SPI products produced?  

- Is the SPI work programme clear, appropriate and realistic? 

- Was the quality and format adequate to be used for concrete actions addressing DLDD? 

- Were there resource challenges?  

- Were more resources provided, where would/ should they go? 

-  Do the structure, logic and design of the SPI support the generation of the intended outcomes? 
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- Is the scope of the two-year SPI work programme (e.g. the number of objectives and coordination activities) appropriate to the available 

resources? 

- Is the secretariat’s support to the SPI is adequate, timely and of good quality? 

- Do SPI outputs support the UNCCD’s intermediate and long-term aims of linking science and policy to help make the UNCCD the 

world’s leading organization for knowledge and advice on DLDD? 

Sustainability 

What is needed for the SPI work to continue and its products to be used also in the future?  

What are the key factors or conditions for the SPI work to continue?  

- More flexibility in the SPI work programme to react to emerging topics? 

- Update/refocus of the SPI coordination with other science-policy processes and bodies? 

- Inclusion of more or different scientific disciplines in the SPI membership? 

- Revision of the structure and operating modalities of the SPI? 

- Enhanced communication and outreach for SPI products? 

- Reconsideration of the role of CST in delivering the SPI messages to COP? 

- Reconsideration of the role of Science Technology Correspondents (STCs) in delivering the UNCCD science-policy messages to country 

level? 

- Secure and adequate funding for SPI meetings and support staff? 

- Enhanced secretariat services to SPI? 

 

   c) Interview with the scientific co-chair of the SPI 

Questions 

Relevance 

How well is the SPI responding to the needs and priorities of the UNCCD and its Parties?   

• How can it be improved? 

Coherence 

1. To what extent are the SPI products taken up by other science policy panels and bodies? (specifically, IPCC, IPBES, ITPS)?  

2. What do you think the SPI can do to improve the impact and influence of its work on concrete actions addressing DLDD?  

I.e., should the influence be bigger/different? What should change?  

3. Should the results of the other processes be better reflected in the UNCCD?  

How?    

Effectiveness 

How would you improve the effectiveness of the SPI?  

(its influence and impact) 

1. How can the impact of SPI products (technical reports, etc…) be improved? 

2. Would you like to change/improve something in their content or approach to support the use/implementation of the SPI 

findings?  

3. Please provide specific examples for the utilization of SPI products by UNCCD-relevant partners (2018-2018 and 2020-2021) 

4. How should the cooperation of the SPI in GLO look like? 

Efficiency 

How efficient is SPI? 

• Do the structure, logic and design of the SPI support the generation of the intended outcomes? (is improvement are revisions required)? 

 

Adequacy of resources: 

• Were there resource challenges?  

• Were more resources provided, where would/ should they go? 

 

Is the scope of the two-year SPI work programme (e.g. the number of objectives and coordination activities) appropriate to the available 

resources? 

 

Is the secretariat’s support to the SPI adequate, timely and of good quality? 

Sustainability 

What is needed for the SPI work to continue and its products to be used also in the future?  

Any other aspects you would like to share? 

 

   d) Interview with the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

Questions 

Cooperation 

What benefits can be expected from a cooperation between IPBES and the UNCCD SPI? 

• Role of the memorandum of cooperation 

What pathways and procedures does the IPBES have to ensure information exchange / communication between UNCCD SPI and IPBES? 

• How can the SPI contribute effectively to the IPBES process? 

• Please provide concrete examples. 

• You may also want to mention previous examples of cooperation with the UNCCD SPI that you have found useful for IPBES. 

Is the IPBES aware of the SPI technical reports and the UNCCD Global Land Outlook (GLO) reports?  

• Does IPBES use these reports? 

Technical aspects 

What resources are required for an IPBES fast track IPBES assessment? 

• E.g. technical support, … 

What elements for implementing a fast track Assessment are foreseen in the IPBES financial and budgetary arrangements? 

• How are the costs estimated? 

• Who estimates these costs? 

How are assessment costs negotiated and approved? 

Communication to ensure assessment’s impact on policy and outreach 

Assessments: 

What does communication/outreach activities entail for an IPBES assessment? 

• What communication and outreach tools are used? 

What is the general chronology of communication and outreach activities for a fast track assessment? 

• When do these communication and outreach activities start? / when do they end? 

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/memorandum_of_cooperation.pdf
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How are the costs for outreach activities determined and approved? 

Are the impacts of outreach activities monitored for an approved assessment? 

 

If so how? 

Are the communication skills of IPBES authors being developed for outreach activities?  

 

If so, how? 

“The IPBES 2030 work programme includes “communicating and engaging” as one of its six objectives to strengthen the involvement of 

the members and stakeholders and to increase the visibility of IPBES and the use of IPBES products.” 

 

What resources (incl. staff) are required to oversee and implement the IPBES communication and outreach strategy and the stakeholder 

engagement strategy of IPBES? 

Anything else? 

 

   e) Interview with members of the Bureau of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

Questions 

Coherence and Communication 

Is the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface providing scientific evidence on desertification, land degradation and drought that is affecting 

the work of the IPCC? 

• If so how? 

• If not, how could complementarity of the work be improved? 

What benefits can be expected from future cooperation between IPCC the UNCCD SPI? 

What pathways and procedures does the IPCC have in place to ensure communication /information exchange with the UNCCD SPI and IPBES? 

Effectiveness  

What do you consider to be the biggest achievement/s of the UNCCD-SPI?  

Sustainability 

How can the SPI contribute to ensuring the long-term sustainability of the UNCCD as the leading international scientific authority on 

desertification, land degradation and drought? 

What do you think are the three most important scientific priorities for the UNCCD-SPI for the years up to 2030?  

Technical questions 

• What resources are required for the development of IPCC special reports? 

• How are costs for the development of an IPCC report negotiated and approved? 

• What does communication/outreach activities entail for an IPCC report? 

• What is the general chronology of communication and outreach activities for an IPCC special report? 

• Are the impacts of outreach activities monitored for an approved assessment? 

• Are the communication skills of IPBES authors being developed for outreach activities?  

• What resources (incl. staff) are required to oversee and implement the IPCC communication and outreach strategy of the IPCC? 

Anything else? 

 

   f) Interview with the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) 

Questions 

Relevance 

Is the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface providing scientific evidence which is relevant to the UNCCD and its Parties? (If so, please provide 

concrete examples). 

Is the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface providing scientific evidence on desertification, land degradation and drought that is influencing the 

work of your organization? (If so, please provide concrete examples). 

Coherence 

Is the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface providing complementary science-based evidence with the IPCC and IPBES to support coherent action 

to implement the Paris Agreement? Does this evidence inform implementation actions supporting the goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework? (If so, please provide examples; if not, please suggest ways to improve coherence in the work of the UNCCS-

SPI, IPCC and the IPBES).  

Effectiveness  

How useful do you consider the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface is in promoting projects and resources for sustainable land management, land 

restauration and drought resilience? (Options: Extremely useful, useful, somewhat useful, not useful, don't know). Please add a sentence 

explaining your response). 

What do you consider to be the biggest achievement/s of the UNCCD-SPI?   

What are the main barriers to the effectiveness of the UNCCD SPI in enhancing the impact of its work on its Parties? (you may wish to consider 

e.g. work processes, report formats, resources, including technical support). 

Sustainability 

How can the SPI contribute to ensuring the long-term sustainability of the UNCCD as the leading international scientific authority on 

desertification, land degradation and drought? 

What do you think are the three most important scientific priorities for the UNCCD-SPI for the years up to 2030? (Please explain the reason for 

naming these priorities). 

Anything else? 

 

  

https://www.ipbes.net/communications-stakeholder-engagement
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/downloads/Decision_IPBES_3_4_EN_0.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/downloads/Decision_IPBES_3_4_EN_0.pdf
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of the newly established 

intergovernmental working group on 

effective policy and implementation 

measures for addressing drought under 

the UNCCD. 

 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2017-11/cop21add1_eng.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-12/ICCD_COP%2814%29_23_Add.1-1918355E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-12/ICCD_COP%2814%29_23_Add.1-1918355E.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-10/191016_EN_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1_1_Web.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-10/191016_EN_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1_1_Web.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-10/191016_EN_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1_1_Web.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1.2.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1.2.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1.2.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_2-1911899E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_2-1911899E.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_3-1911235E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_7-1910576E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_7-1910576E.pdf
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Decision 18/COP.12 Requests the SPI, 

subject to the availability of resources, to 

develop policy briefs on policy implications 

of the latest developments in scientific 

research relevant to DLDD and land-based 

adaptation to and mitigation of climate 

change; Also requests the secretariat to 

support the SPI by providing it with 

information about ongoing activities which 

are relevant for the development of policy 

briefs. 

Science-Policy Brief 04 (September 

2019): Tools for Soil Organic Carbon 

Estimation and Management 

 

Science-Policy Brief 05 

(September 2019): Shaping an Enabling 

Environment for Land Degradation 

Neutrality 

 

Science-Policy Brief 06 (September 

2019): Land Management and Drought 

Mitigation  

  

Decision 19/COP.13 

Decision 21/COP.13  

Decision 22/COP.13 

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 1: Follow up on the 

land degradation and restoration assessment 

(LDRA) conducted by the IPBES, and 

review the IPBES Global Assessment of 

Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services and its associated 

summary for policymakers if this report is 

available in time for the SPI to complete the 

review. 

Contributions  

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4: 

-  The SPI contributed to the review of the 

IPBES Assessment Report on Land 

Degradation and Restoration and 

analysed its key messages relevant for the 

UNCCD. The SPI submitted 176 

comments in the first and 185 comments 

in the second external review phase of the 

assessment report, and 97 comments on 

the first order draft of the associated 

SPM. 

The Chair of the CST, who is also Co-

Chair of the SPI, provided collective 

input on the eight chapters of the 

assessment report to the IPBES, 

summarizing the views expressed by the 

SPI. 

 

- Three of the experts nominated by the 

UNCCD secretariat in consultation with 

the Bureau of the CST and the SPI were 

selected as authors of the assessment 

report. In addition, two SPI members and 

one observer to the SPI were nominated 

by their respective governments or 

organization to the expert group.  

 

-  Scientific review of the IPBES Global 

Assessment Report on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services and its associated 

Summary for Policymakers. 

 

- The UNCCD secretariat was invited at 

the sixth session of the IPBES to express 

its views on the relevance of the SPM key 

messages, specifically with regard to the 

scientific CF LDN produced by the SPI, 

and endorsed by country Parties in 

decision 18/COP.13.    

 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

Decision 11/COP.14 

The SPI is encouraged, in its review of 

the IPBES Land Degradation and 

Restoration Assessment, to update the 

CST on direct and indirect drivers of 

land degradation and compare this 

review with the information reported by 

country Parties. 

 

Decision 19/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021, in accordance with the 

procedures established by IPBES.  

 

Decision 20/COP.14 

This decision also requested the 

secretariat to clarify the potential 

benefits, costs, conditions and 

procedures for establishing more formal 

relationships between the SPI and the 

IPBES, IPCC, ITPS and IRP in order to 

develop synergies and avoid duplication 

of efforts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-  The SPI contributed to the review of the 

IPBES Global Assessment on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

showed that a number of key messages in 

this assessment report are relevant to the 

UNCCD. This are included in  

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface for the biennium 2020-2021. 

 

Decision 19/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021. 

 

Decision 19/COP.13 

Decision 21/COP.13  

Decision 22/COP.13 

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 2: Strengthen 

cooperation with the IPCC within the 

framework of its Agenda, particularly 

regarding its 

special report on climate change and land 

(SRCCL) 

and its Sixth Assessment Report (AR6). 

-  The SPI contributed to the review of the 

IPCC Special Report on Climate Change 

and Land. 250 and 461 comments on the 

first and second order drafts were 

submitted respectively.  

 

- A plan for the review of the IPCC Sixth 

Assessment Report was developed. 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-1_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-1_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-1_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_2_WEB.pdf
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_2_WEB.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/assessment-reports/ldr
https://www.ipbes.net/assessment-reports/ldr
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
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Decision 19/COP.13 

Decision 21/COP.13  

Decision 22/COP.13 

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 3: Follow up on current 

cooperation and explore 

future means and topics for cooperation with 

the 

ITPS. 

 -  The SPI contributed to the review of 

the zero order draft of the FAO/ITPS 

International Code of Conduct for the Use 

and Management of Fertilizers. 

 

- The SPI co-organized, under the 

leadership of FAO, the Global 

Symposium on Soil Erosion (15-17 May 

2019, Rome) with ITPS, the GSP and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, 

establishing a common platform to 

present and discuss the latest information 

on the status of intervention and 

innovations in the field of soil erosion and 

related land management.   

 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

Decision 16/COP.14 

Technical partners specialising in SLM, 

in collaboration with relevant scientific 

and technical bodies (e.g. ITPS) and in 

conjunction with the SPI, are invited to 

design a framework for the 

management of soil organic carbon for 

LDN to support investment decisions. 

Relevant technical partners are also 

invited to develop/refine soil organic 

carbon estimation tools/models for 

application in LDN assessments on 

sites where detailed measurements of 

soil organic carbon are not available or 

not cost-effective. 

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface for the biennium 2020-2021 

 

Decision 19/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021 

 

Decision 19/COP.13 

Decision 18/COP.13 

Decision 21/COP.13  

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 4: Cooperate with the 

IRP / UNEP on preparing a report on land 

restoration and the SDGs. 

- The SPI contributed to the development 

of the IRP think piece, “Land Restoration 

for Achieving the SDGs” through the 

authorship of Chapter 3.7 “Land 

Restoration for Achieving SDG 7” and 

Chapter 3.15 “Land Restoration for 

Achieving SDG 15”. 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

Decision 18/COP.14 

Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface for the biennium 2020-2021. 

 

Decision 19/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021. 

 

Decision 21/COP.13 

Decision 22/COP.13 

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 5: Contribute to the 

possible development of a second 

edition of the Global Land Outlook (GLO 2) 

and other UNCCD science-based 

communications, as 

appropriate. 

The SPI participated in the steering 

committee for the second edition of the 

GLO 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

Decision 18/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021. 

 

Decision 21/COP.13  

The SPI work programme 2018-2019 

included: 

Coordination activity 6: Cooperate with the 

Global Land Indicators 

Initiative (GLII) of the United Nations 

Human 

Settlements Programme to ensure the 

harmonisation 

of land indicators developed by the GLII to 

measure tenure security, with land indicators 

used for measuring progress towards LDN. 

The SPI cooperated with the GLII to 

ensure the harmonization of land 

indicators developed by the GLII to 

measure tenure security, with land 

indicators used to measure progress 

towards LDN. 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies - Report by the 

Executive Secretary 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/4 

Decision 18/COP.14 

Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface for the biennium 2020-2021. 

 

Decision 19/COP.14 

Continuation of collaboration under the 

SPI work programme for the biennium 

2020-2021. 

 

Decision 23/COP.13 

The Programme of work for the fourteenth 

session of the CST is organised in such a way 

to facilitate a thematic dialogue between the 

Parties and the SPI regarding the policy 

implications of the scientific outputs, and to 

enable the formulation of policy-relevant 

recommendations. 

 Proposals and recommendations 

emerging from outputs of the SPI work 

programme for the biennium 2018–

2019, were also presented orally at the 

fourteenth session of the CST to 

facilitate dialogue between the Parties 

and the SPI. See items 2 and 3 of the 

provisional Agenda and annotations  

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/1 

 

Decision 21/COP.14 

The fifteenth session of the CST should 

be organised in such a way as to 

facilitate a thematic dialogue between 

the Parties and the SPI regarding the 

policy implications of the scientific 

outputs, and to enable the formulation 

of concise policy-relevant 

recommendations. 

Decision 31/COP.13 

The SPI is invited, subject to the availability 

of resources, to consider the issue of sand and 

dust storms as part of its work programme 

and contribute to the review and, as 

appropriate, the development of a UNCCD 

science-based 

communication on sand and dust storms. 

  

 

Decision 1/COP.14 

Main outputs 2020-2021 under the 

multi-year workplan for the Convention 

institutions (2020-2023) includes an 

item on supporting the SPI in providing 

guidance for assessing and monitoring 

the resilience of vulnerable populations 

and ecosystems to drought. 

 

 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/assessment-reports/ldr
https://www.ipbes.net/assessment-reports/ldr
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_4-1911391E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-07/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_1-1909762E.pdf
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Decision 23/COP.11  

Decision 19/COP.12 

Decision 21/COP.12 

Decision 19/COP.13 

The SPI was invited to provide the CST with 

clear and well-defined thematic guidance on 

scientific knowledge requirements (e.g. 

thematic assessments, scientific studies 

and/or user guides) for implementing the 

UNCCD. 

 Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface (2020–2021) - Note by the 

secretariat 

ICCD/COP(14)CST/6 

Decision 1/COP.14 

Main outputs in 2020-2021, under the 

multi-year workplan for the Convention 

institutions (2020-2023), include 

support for the SPI in delivering 

UNCCD priorities and concerns to 

scientific processes and other 

conventions, specifically on: 

(1) Support for the SPI in providing 

further guidance on LDN 

implementation 

(2) Support for the SPI in providing 

guidance for assessing and 

monitoring the resilience of 

vulnerable populations and 

ecosystems to drought. 

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

The SPI work programme for the 

biennium 2020-2021 includes 

objectives that provide scientific 

evidence of the potential contribution of 

integrated land use planning and 

integrated land scape management to 

transformative change to achieve LDN, 

and science-based evidence on the 

resilience of vulnerable populations and 

ecosystems to drought, also considering 

climate change. 

 

Decision 21/COP.14 

The fifteenth session of the CST should 

focus, inter alia, on the objectives and 

coordination activities identified in the 

work programme of the SPI for the 

biennium 2020-2021. 

 

Decision 19/COP.13 

The COP.13 decided to extend the mandate 

of the SPI up to the end of the sixteenth 

session of the COP. The Bureau of the CST 

was asked to define the staged renewal of SPI 

membership. 

 

 The Science-Policy Interface, the 

UNCCD Knowledge Hub, and the 

analysis, dissemination and 

accessibility of best practices. 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/5 

Decision 19/COP.14 

The “good performance of the SPI“ 

was noted with appreciation, and the 

Bureau of the CST was requested to 

refine the SPI renewal procedures. By 

the same decision, the secretariat was 

requested to continue the mobilisation 

of resources for the effective 

functioning of the SPI.   

 

Decision 24/COP.14 

The SPI was also requested to continue 

supporting the UNCCD country Parties 

on gender mainstreaming and the 

implementation of the Gender Action 

Plan. 

 

   Decision 18/COP.14 

Work programme of the Science-Policy 

Interface for the biennium 2020-2021. 

Cited official UNCCD documents are available at: www.unccd.int/official-documents; SPI technical reports and policy briefs are available at:  

https://knowledge.unccd.int/science-policy-interface/spi-publications. Modified according to Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022. 

  

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_6-1910949E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-07/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_5-1910569E.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/official-documents
https://knowledge.unccd.int/science-policy-interface/spi-publications
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Table SM-6. Detailed description of SPI-informed CST Recommendations which contributed to UNCCD Decisions at UNCCD COP 15 - 

based on the implementation of the SPI work programme 2020-2021 

Decisions requesting contribution by the 

SPI 

 

UNCCD COP.14, 2019. Report of the 

Conference of the Parties on its fourteenth 

session, New Delhi, India, 2019 

ICCD/COP(14)/23/Add.1 

Resulting SPI actions and deliverables in the 

biennium 2018–2019 

Resulting SPI-informed 

CST documents 

SPI informed COP decisions  

 

UNCCD COP.15, 2022.  Report of the 

Conference of the Parties on its fifteenth 

session, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 2022 

ICCD/COP(15)/23/Add.1 

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Objective 1:  

Provide science-based evidence on the 

potential contribution of integrated land use 

planning and integrated landscape 

management to positive transformative 

change, achieving land degradation 

neutrality (LDN) and addressing 

desertification/land degradation and 

drought issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPI report: The contribution of 

integrated land use planning and 

integrated landscape management to 

Land Degradation Neutrality: Entry 

points and support tools (advance copy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from evidence on the potential 

contribution of integrated land use 

planning and integrated landscape 

management to positive transformative 

change, achieving land degradation 

neutrality and addressing 

desertification/land degradation and 

drought issues, under objective 1 of the 

Science-Policy Interface work 

programme for the biennium 2020–

2021.  

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/2 

 

 

Draft decisions based on CST 

recommendations for objective 1 at the 

fifteenth session of the 

Committee on Science and Technology. 

Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/8 

Decision 1/COP.15 

The multi-year workplan for the 

Convention institutions (2022-2025) 

contains main outcomes and outcome 

indicators which are part of objective 1 

(reducing DLDD; needs of people in 

vulnerable situations (e.g. indigenous 

people and women); contributions to 

synergies with other Rio conventions; 

provision of up-to-date scientific data and 

knowledge for UNCCD decision-making.  

 

Decision 3/COP.15 

Integrating SDG 15 and SDG 15.3 into the 

implementation of the Convention and 

LDN through e.g., strengthening national-

level intersectoral coordination and 

cooperation based on, i.a. integrated land-

use planning, and sustainable landscape 

management. 

 

Decision 8/COP.15 

In the context of promoting and 

strengthening relationships with other 

relevant bodies, Parties are invited to 

explore ways to integrate satellite data 

information into their capacity development 

efforts and analytic tools for evidence-

based decision-making to support LDN 

implementation through integrated land use 

planning, informed as appropriate, by the 

Group on Earth Observations LDN 

Initiative and its partners and other relevant 

stakeholders.  

 

Decision 16/COP.15 

Recognizes the importance of the effective 

implementation of integrated land use 

planning, and encourages Parties to provide 

a more central role for integrated land use 

planning and integrated landscape 

management to address DLDD towards 

LDN and the SDGs, and considering land 

tenure and cross-sectoral governance and 

promoting knowledge generation and 

sharing. Also encourages Parties to foster 

and support integrated land use planning 

and integrated landscape management as an 

“enabler of synergies, complementarities 

and policy coherence among the three Rio 

conventions”. Requests the secretariat and 

the Global Mechanism and relevant 

technical and scientific partners among 

other to develop guidance for projects on 

LDN implementation to document 

approaches and tools used for integrated 

land use planning and integrated landscape 

management. 

 

Decision 22/COP.15 

Parties are invited to review e.g. 

development policies, including an 

integrated land-use planning, land tenure, 

agricultural practices, water management. 

 

Decision 27/COP.15 

Noting the work of the SPI on the 

interlinkages between land tenure, LDN 

and integrated land-use planning, Parties 

are encouraged to continue integrating land 

tenure in the implementation of activities to 

combat DLDD and achieve LDN. 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-12/ICCD_COP%2814%29_23_Add.1-1918355E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-10/ICCD_COP%2815%29_23_Add.1-2208672E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_2-2202193E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_8-2203180E.pdf
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Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Objective 2:  

Provide science-based evidence on the 

approaches for the assessment and 

monitoring of the resilience of vulnerable 

populations and ecosystems to drought, 

also considering the effect of climate 

change on drought risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPI report: Multiscale approaches for 

the assessment and monitoring of social 

and ecological resilience to drought 

(advance copy)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from evidence on the 

approaches for the assessment and 

monitoring of the resilience of 

vulnerable populations and ecosystems 

to drought, under objective 2 of the 

Science-Policy Interface work 

programme for the biennium 2020-2021 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/3 

 

 

Draft decisions based on CST 

recommendations for objective 2 at the 

fifteenth session of the 

Committee on Science and Technology. 

Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/8 

 

Decision 1/COP.15 

Improved preparedness for resilience to the 

impacts of drought; advance global 

collaboration for sand and dust storms 

(SDS) source mitigation. 

 

Decision 2/COP.15 

The promotion of capacity-building to 

further the implementation of the 

Convention is also informed by the SPI 

work on drought Toolbox 

 

Decision 12/COP.15 

Report on the update on the implementation 

of the voluntary LDN targets and related 

implementation efforts, the 

operationalization of the LDN Fund, and 

the implementation of the Drought 

Initiative. 

 

Decision 13/COP.15 

Report by the Global Mechanism, e.g. to 

facilitate large-scale integrated landscape 

investment programmes and flagship 

initiatives that support work on SLM and 

drought resilience.  

 

Decision 17/COP.15 

Parties are encouraged to consider the 

roadmap for drought resilience assessment 

as an indicative pathway for developing a 

new approach or reviewing an existing one 

to national and subnational drought 

resilience assessment and monitoring. 

Parties are also encouraged to enable or 

enhance systematic drought impact 

collection and risk assessment at national, 

subnational and local levels, using, where 

appropriate, a globally standardized 

approach. Parties are also encouraged to 

pursue the development and 

implementation of integrated drought risk 

management from existing communities of 

practice and learning networks. 

 

Decision 18/COP.15 

The work will continue in the SPI triennium 

work programme 2022-2024 under 

objective 2, on providing science-based 

evidence on aridity trends and future 

projections that may contribute to 

expanding drylands to support decisions on 

initiatives focused on building resilience to 

the effects of drought, and will be 

supported particularly by coordination 

activity 7. 

 

Decision 19/COP.15 

Requests the secretariat to continue the 

development of the Drought Toolbox, the 

Sand and Dust Storms Toolbox and other 

knowledge tools, in collaboration with 

partners. 

 

Decision 20/COP.15 

Requests the secretariat, the Global 

Mechanism and the SPI to develop 

guidelines for Parties on the design of 

policy options that make ecological 

restoration attractive to reduce the 

additional burden caused by land 

degradation driven by climate change and 

human induced activities and processes. 

Also invites the WMO to improve 

forecasting and monitoring capacity for 

extreme weather events influenced by the 

interaction of climate change, land-use 

change and land degradation to facilitate 

adaptation to climate change-driven 

droughts and floods. 

 

Decision 23/COP.15 

Invites Parties to increase their commitment 

to pursue effective policies and partnerships 

on drought, with relevant sectors and 

stakeholders, particularly Indigenous 

peoples and local communities, women, 

youth, civil society and the private sector. 

Encourages Parties, regional organizations 

and other stakeholders working on drought 

to share their knowledge for inclusion in the 

Drought Toolbox. Invites Parties, 

multilateral and bilateral partners, and 

international financing mechanisms to scale 

up and facilitate effective financing for the 

implementation of drought risk reduction 

and resilience-building measures at all 

levels. 

 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_3-2202480E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_8-2203180E.pdf
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Decides to establish a new 

Intergovernmental Working Group on 

Drought during the triennium 2022-2024. 

 

 

Decision 26/COP.15 

Facilitate, as appropriate, the organization 

of a science-policy dialogue on sand and 

dust storms as a contribution to developing 

further guidance and policies to address 

sand and dust storms. 

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 1:  

Contribute to the work of the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform 

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) rolling work programme up to 

2030 in accordance with the procedures 

established by IPBES and the 

Memorandum of Cooperation between the 

secretariats of the IPBES and the United 

Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD). 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions (ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

-  Scientific review of the IPBES 

Scoping Report for a Thematic 

Assessment of the Interlinkages Among 

Biodiversity, Water, Food, and Health 

(Nexus Assessment) - 60 comments 

were submitted, and the IPBES Scoping 

Report for a Thematic Assessment of 

the Underlying Causes of Biodiversity 

Loss and the Determinants of 

Transformative Change; - 48 comments 

were submitted. 

 

-   Invited participation of the SPI co-

Chair to the IPBES workshop on 

biodiversity and pandemic, and the 

scientific review of the workshop 

report. 

Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with 

other intergovernmental scientific 

panels and bodies 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4 

 

 

Draft decisions based on CST 

recommendations resulting from the 

cooperation with other 

intergovernmental scientific panels and 

bodies 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/8 

Decision 18/COP.15 

Work programme of the SPI for the 

triennium 2022-2024 considers 

continuation of coordination activities with: 

IPBES, IPCC, ITPS, UNEP-IRP, GLII, 

IDMP, and SPI membership of the GLO 

steering committee to contribute to and 

undertake a scientific review of a possible 

GLO3 and all related documents. 

 

Decision 19/COP.15 

Requests the Bureau of the Committee on 

Science and Technology and the 

Secretariat, 

after consulting with those 

intergovernmental scientific bodies and 

panels cooperating with the Science-Policy 

Interface, to develop a gender policy and 

implementation plan for the Science-Policy 

Interface whereby gender is mainstreamed 

and gender parity is progressively 

achieved. 

 

Encourages the SPI to continue fostering 

partnerships with scientific bodies and 

institutions, international organizations, 

CSOs and other relevant stakeholders and 

invite the representatives of these entities to 

its meetings as external observers when 

feasible, with a view to strengthening 

collaboration, including with secretariats of 

other Rio conventions. 

 

Decision 20/COP.15 

The contribution of the SPI to all 

coordination activities is recognized, and 

the positive and productive collaboration of 

the partner organizations involved is 

welcomed. 

 

The service of current and former SPI 

members on the Intergovernmental 

Working Group on effective policy and 

implementation measures for addressing 

drought under the Convention is 

recognized. 

 

SPI’s contribution to the quality assurance 

and scientific review of the second edition 

of the GLO and the GLO working papers is 

recognized. 

 

Parties are encouraged to consider the 

adoption of SLM approaches and 

technologies which simultaneously address 

LD, promote climate change 

mitigation/adaptation, and contribute to 

conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity and sustaining livelihoods in 

the implementation of, inter alia, UNCCD 

national action programmes, voluntary 

LDN targets, UNFCCC nationally 

determined contributions and national 

adaptation, and CBD National Biodiversity 

Strategies and Action Plans, as appropriate. 

 

Decision 22/COP.15 

The positive role that measures taken under 

the Convention 

can play to address desertification/land 

degradation and 

drought as one of the drivers that causes 

migration is informed also by SPI 

collaborative work 

 

Decision 29/COP.15  

The Abidjan “Land, Life and Legacy 

Declaration” contains text that is informed 

by SPI products (specifically by the work 

on the CF LDN, drought, SLM, 

restoration).  

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 2:  

Cooperate with the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) within 

the framework of its agenda, particularly 

regarding its Special Report on Climate 

Change and Land (SRCCL) and its Sixth 

Assessment Report (AR). 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

- Analyses of the key messages of the 

IPCC Special Report on Climate 

Change, Desertification, Land 

Degradation, Sustainable Land 

Management, Food Security, and 

Greenhouse Gas Fluxes in Terrestrial 

Ecosystems (IPCC SRCCL), and the 

IPCC Working Group I contribution 

Climate Change 2021: The Physical 

Science Basis to the Sixth Assessment 

Report.  

 

- Scientific review of the IPCC’s 

Working Group II contribution on 

Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation 

and Vulnerability to the AR6. 89 and 

136 comments were submitted on the 

first and second order drafts, 

respectively. 

 

-  Scientific review of the IPCC’s 

Working Group III contribution on 

Mitigation of Climate Change to the 

AR6. 93 and 136 comments were 

submitted on the first and second order 

drafts, respectively. 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/nexus
https://www.ipbes.net/transformative-change
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-12/IPBES%20Workshop%20on%20Biodiversity%20and%20Pandemics%20Report_0.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-12/IPBES%20Workshop%20on%20Biodiversity%20and%20Pandemics%20Report_0.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_2-2202193E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_8-2203180E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg2/
https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg3/
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Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 3:  

Follow up on current cooperation and 

explore future means and topics for 

cooperation with the Intergovernmental 

Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS). 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

-   Scientific review of all six volumes 

of the ITPS’s Recarbonizing Global 

Soils – A Technical Manual of 

Recommended Management 

Practices, which covers methodologies, 

soil organic carbon hot spots and bright 

spots, an 

overview of practices and a set of case 

studies. 

 

- In collaboration with the Scientific and 

Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) of 

the GEF and the IRP, support to the 

ITPS in their development of soil 

organic carbon (SOC) estimation 

tools/models, as requested in decision 

16/COP.14, and their development of 

guidance on the assessment and 

monitoring of land potential that is 

scientifically based and aligned with 

land degradation neutrality (LDN) 

guidance as requested in decision 

20/COP.14, by contributing to the 

scientific review of the technical 

specifications for the Global Soil 

Organic Carbon Sequestration Potential 

Map., and its federated interoperable 

national soil data platform, the Global 

Soil Information System (GloSIS). 32 

and 143 comments were submitted on 

the first and second order drafts, 

respectively. 

 

- Co-organization, with the ITPS of the 

GSP and other partners working under 

the leadership of FAO, the Global 

Symposium on Soil Biodiversity (19-21 

April 2021), and the Global Symposium 

on Salt-affected Soils (20-22 October 

2021).    

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 4:  

Cooperate with the International Resources 

Panel of the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP-IRP) in accordance 

with the procedures established by UNEP-

IRP and within the framework of its 2018-

2021 work programme. 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

- Cooperation with the IRP on their 

report Building Resilient Societies after 

the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

 

-  Input to the report, Mineral Resource 

Governance in the 21st Century: Gearing 

Extractive Industries Towards 

Sustainable Development. 

 

  

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 5:  

Cooperate with the Global Land Indicators 

Initiative (GLII) of United Nations Human 

Settlement Programme to ensure 

harmonization of land indicators developed 

by the GLII to measure tenure security 

globally and at country level, and land 

indicators used for measuring progress 

towards LDN. 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

-   Scientific peer review, in the 

UNCCD secretariat’s exploration of 

globally relevant indictors able to 

contribute to the development of 

gender-responsive indicators for 

national reporting on UNCCD strategic 

objectives 1-5, the outcomes of which 

are detailed further in documents 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/7-

ICCD/CRIC(20)/8 and 

ICCD/COP(15)/17. 

 

 

 

 

Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 6:  

Cooperate with the Integrated Drought 

Management Programme (IDMP), a joint 

initiative of the World Meteorological 

Organization and the Global Water 

Partnership on scientific issues related to 

drought. 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

-  Contribution to the ongoing work of 

the IDMP and its cooperating partners 

on (i) the creation of a common 

understanding of definitions and the 

cross-sectoral nature of drought risk 

management and land management (as 

per decision 17/COP.14), (ii) the review 

of the development of a report on 

integrated water management, (iii) a 

brochure on drought and water scarcity. 

 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb6386en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb6386en
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/gsocseq-map/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/gsocseq-map/en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/gsocseq-map/en/
http://54.229.242.119/GloSIS/
http://54.229.242.119/GloSIS/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/soil-biodiversity-symposium/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/soil-biodiversity-symposium/en/
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/soil-biodiversity-symposium/en/
http://www.fao.org/events/global-symposium-on-salt-affected-soils/en
http://www.fao.org/events/global-symposium-on-salt-affected-soils/en
http://www.fao.org/events/global-symposium-on-salt-affected-soils/en
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/building-resilient-societies-after-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/building-resilient-societies-after-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/mineral-resource-governance-21st-century
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/mineral-resource-governance-21st-century
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/mineral-resource-governance-21st-century
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/mineral-resource-governance-21st-century
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_7-2201560E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_7-2201560E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_17-2201817E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
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Decision 18/COP.14 

 

The SPI work programme 2020-2021 

included: 

 

Coordination activity 7:  

Assume a primary role in the quality 

assurance of the second edition of the 

Global Land Outlook (GLO 2), and review 

and, as appropriate, contribute to the 

development of other UNCCD evidence-

based communications. 

Contributions: 

(ICCD/COP(15)/CST/4): 

-  Primary role in the quality assurance 

of the second edition of GLO 2, which 

had included the service of t three SPI 

members on the steering committee of 

the GLO 2, extensive scientific review 

of all elements and drafts of GLO 2 

products by all members of the SPI, and 

a final review of the GLO 2 for 

approval prior to publication. 

 

- Scientific review of GLO 2 working 

papers on youth engagement, gender 

equity and responsiveness, tenure 

security, urban-rural linkages, more 

resilient food systems, perverse 

incentives and repurposing of subsidies, 

COVID-19 response and recovery, and 

ecological connectivity in the context of 

restoration. 

 

- Scientific review of the report, The 

Global Potential for Land Restoration: 

Scenarios for the Global Land Outlook 

2, produced by the Netherlands 

Environment Assessment Agency 

(PBL).   

 

- Scientific review of the zero, first and 

final drafts of the second edition of the 

Global Land Outlook full report and its 

Summary for Decision Makers. 

Approval of the final version prior to 

publication.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Decision 18/COP.15 

The work programme of the SPI for the 

triennium 2022-2024 shows the 

continuation of refinement of scientific 

guidance addressing the implementation of 

measures addressing DLDD, LDN, and its 

coordination activities. 

Decision 19/COP.13 

on improving the efficiency of the SPI 

which extends the mandate of the Science-

Policy Interface up to end of the sixteenth 

session of the Conference of the Parties, at 

which time 

another review of the SPI will be presented. 

  Decision 21/COP.15 

Decides that the sixteenth session of the 

CST should focus on, inter alia, the review 

of the work conducted by the SPI, including 

its overall achievements since the last 

review complete.  

 

Also decides that the sixteenth session of 

the CST should be organized in such a way 

as to facilitate a thematic dialogue between 

the Parties and the SPI regarding the policy 

implications of the scientific outputs and 

enable the formulation of concise policy-

relevant recommendations.   

Sources: All official documents are available at: COP15 - Official documents | UNCCD; SPI technical reports: Science - Resources | UNCCD 

 

  

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_4-2202559E.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.pbl.nl/sites/default/files/downloads/pbl-2021-the-global-potential-for-land-restorationglo2-3898.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/GLO2_SDM_low-res_0.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/cop15/official-documents
https://www.unccd.int/science/resources?f%5B0%5D=type_resources%3A816&f%5B1%5D=type_resources%3A817&facets_query=#spi-resources
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Table SM-7.  Scientific information and guidance to UNCCD Parties through the SPI technical reports produced under the 2018-2019 and 

2020-2021 biennial work programmes. 

 
Technical reports developed in the biennium 2018-2019 by the SPI: 

SPI Report: 

Realising the carbon benefits of 

sustainable land management 

practices - Guidelines for estimation 

of soil organic carbon in the context 

of land degradation neutrality 

planning and monitoring. 

Science-Policy Brief: 

Tools for soil organic carbon 

estimation and management  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPI Report: 

Creating an enabling environment 

for land degradation neutrality and 

its potential contribution to 

enhancing well-being, livelihoods 

and the environment.  

Science-Policy Brief: 

Shaping an enabling environment 

for LDN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPI Report: 

The land-drought nexus enhancing 

the role of land-based interventions 

in drought mitigation and risk 

management 

Science-Policy Brief: 

Land management and drought 

mitigation 

This SPI technical report provides guidance to help countries identify 

suitable locally-relevant sustainable land management practices and 

approached to maintain or enhance soil organic carbon stocks, as well as 

guidance on the estimation and monitoring of soil organic carbon for land 

use planning and monitoring LDN achievement. 

The following proposals of the report are relevant to UNCCD 2018-2030 

Strategic Framework: 

-  Parties are encouraged to employ SLM technologies and approaches that 

are designed to maintain or increase SOC with the aim of achieving 

multiple benefits. 

Use SOC as an indicator to monitor SLM-based LDN interventions to 

support achievement of LDN. 

Align SOC monitoring to national LDN monitoring. 

Share the guidance for land managers at national and sub-national levels. 

- Technical partners specializing in SLM, in collaboration with relevant 

scientific mechanism […] are invited to design a framework for manage of 

SOC for LDN to support investment decisions, to focus interventions on 

area at risk, and to support selection of locally appropriate SLM 

technologies and approaches. The framework would guide country Parties 

in their efforts to: 

Evaluate land potential and current land condition, as the basis for 

identifying priority areas for avoiding, reducing and reversing LD. 

Identify SLM interventions appropriate to local conditions. 

Focus SLM interventions on areas where SOC is at risk of loss, or where 

there is high potential to increase SOC stocks. 

Invest in SOC monitoring where SOC tracking is recommended for LDN 

achievement to develop knowledge on the relationship between SLM an 

SOC to identify SLM practices (for further details see technical report). 

 

This SPI technical report provides guidance to help countries shape an 

enabling environment for LDN. 

The following proposals provided in the report are relevant to UNCCD 

2018-2030 Strategic Framework: 

- Institutional dimension of an enabling environment. 

- Financial dimension of an enabling environment. 

- Policy and regulatory dimension of an enabling environment. 

- Science-policy dimension of an enabling environment. 

- Multiple benefits. 

(for further details see technical report). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This SPI technical report provides guidance to help countries understand 

the strong linkages between land use and drought and how management of 

both is connected through water use. It introduces a new concept of 

Drought-Smart Land Management (D-SLM) and organizes relevant 

approaches and practices in fourteen groups across four major classes of 

land use. 

The following proposals provided in the report are relevant to UNCCD 

2018-2030 Strategic Framework: 

- Strengthening the interlinkages between national land and national 

drought policies, and considering changing the policies to fully reflect the 

influence of land use and management and land degradation on water 

availability and water scarcity, and consider the positive role D-SLM 

practice could have in building resilience of communities and ecosystems 

to drought, when pursued in the context of LDN. 

- Taking measures to ensure the government departments dedicated to 

drought management integrate land use, land use change and land 

degradation as factors in drought and drought risk management practices 

and policies, while also ensuring that their land and water use departments 

integrate D-SLM practices into their relevant policies and initiatives.  

- Enhancing cross-sectoral collaboration and coordination in national 

regional and international policies and programmes to promote the 

interventions necessary to optimized adoptions, implementation and 

scaling-up of D-SLM to landscape level, focusing on a set of five enablers 

(for further details see technical report). 

- Enhancing collaboration among relevant international treaties and 

multilateral organizations led by the UNCCD secretariat and the SPI, with 

the WMO, the FAO and the UN, the UN Environment Programme and 

other relevant land, water and meteorological organziations, in the context 

of the Integrated Drought Management Programme, to facilitate 

coordination and interaction between LDN and drought risk management 

communities (for further details see technical report). 

 

 

This SPI technical report informs draft policy-oriented 

conclusions and recommendations in CST document 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/2, which principally continued to 

inform decision 16/COP.14   

that encourages Parties to promote SLM technologies, 

practices and approaches that contribute to maintaining or 

increasing soil organic carbon for multiple benefits, and 

continues to invite technical partners to design a framework 

for the management of soil organic carbon for LDN to 

support investment decisions. The decision also invites 

relevant technical partners to help develop/refine soil organic 

carbon estimation, and further invites country Parties to 

develop partnerships with relevant technical and financial 

partners to strengthen national-level coordination and 

capacity of soil organic carbon measurement and monitoring.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This SPI technical report informs draft policy-oriented 

conclusions and recommendations in CST document 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/2, which continued to inform decision 

16/COP.14  by encouraging Parties and other stakeholders to 

integrate gender-responsive actions to promote women, youth 

and girls through the gender-inclusive design of preliminary 

LDN assessments recommended by the CF for LDN, and 

institutionalizing horizontal and vertical coordination taking 

into account multi-stakeholder participation in support of 

LDN mainstreaming and implementation beyond the LDN 

Target Setting Programme. Further invites Parties to develop 

partnerships with technical and financial bodies/entities to 

assess financial and capacity development needs to create an 

enabling environment for LDN (for further details see 

decision). 

 

This SPI technical report informs draft policy-oriented 

conclusions and recommendations in CST document 

ICCD/COP(14)/CST/3, which continued to inform decision 

17/COP.14  by inviting Parties to consider (a) strengthening 

the interlinkages between national land and drought policies; 

(b) reviewing and promoting the adoption of such polices to 

full reflect the influence of land use and management and LD 

on water availability and water scarcity; and (c) the positive 

role drought-smart land management practices, ecosystem-

based adaption and restoration measures, and drought 

recovery activities could have in building the resilience of 

communities and ecosystems to drought when pursued in the 

context of LDN.  

Also inviting Parties to take measures to ensure, as 

appropriate, that their institutions 

dedicated to drought management integrate land use, land-use 

change and land degradation 

as factors in drought and drought risk management practices 

and policies, while also ensuring 

that their land and water use institutions integrate drought-

smart land management practices, 

climate variability and climate change impacts into their 

relevant policies and initiatives. Further, inviting Parties and 

international organisations and cooperating partners to 

enhance cross-sectoral collaboration and coordination in their 

policies and programmes to promote the interventions 

necessary for optimized adoption, implementation and 

scaling-up of drought-smart land management to landscape 

level. Finally requests the UNCCD secretariat and the SPI 

and invites, as appropriate the FAO, the UN, the UN 

Environment Programme, the WMO and other relevant 

organizations, in the context of the Integrated Drought 

Management Programme, to facilitate coordination and 

interaction between LDN and drought risk manage 

communities, notably by creating a common understanding 

of definitions and cross-sectoral nature of drought risk 

management and land management (for further details see 

decision). 

Technical reports developed in the biennium 2020-2021 by the SPI: 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-10/191016_EN_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1_1_Web.pdf
https://catalogue.unccd.int/1212_UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-1_WEB.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_1.2.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2019-08/UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_1-2_WEB.pdf
https://catalogue.unccd.int/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
https://catalogue.unccd.int/1214_UNCCD_SPI_2019_PB_2_WEB.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_2-1911899E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/16-cop14.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_2-1911899E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/16-cop14.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/16-cop14.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/ICCD_COP%2814%29_CST_3-1911235E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/17-cop14.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/17-cop14.pdf
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SPI Report: 
The contribution of integrated landscape 

management to implementing Land 

Degradation Neutrality: Entry points and 

support tools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPI Report: 

Multiscale approaches for the 

assessment and monitoring of social and 

ecological resilience to drought 

This report provides an an lytical overview of common tools and 

approaches that are used, or can be used, to support integrated land use 

planning (ILUP) and integrated landscape management (ILM), and 

highlights ways in which these tools and approaches can help in achieving 

LDN targets. Based on an analyses of existing planning systems, generic 

key elements for a typology of these systems was developed. 

 

The following proposals of the report are relevant to UNCCD 2018-2030 

Strategic Framework: 

- Strengthen cross-sectoral governance and land use planning for 

transformative change that supports LDN; 

- Incentivize collaboration between the academic and practitioner 

communities and research institutes to develop or tailor existing tools and 

approaches to integrate LDN within ILUP-ILM processes; 

- Promote knowledge generation and share approaches and tools to 

support ILUP and ILM to achieve LDN; 

- Consider the integration of LDN target-setting into ILUP-ILM processes 

that comprise national and subnational planning systems; 

- Provide a more central role for ILUP-ILM to create synergies and inform 

policies for reaching major, internationally accepted sustainability goals, 

including LDN. 

(for further details see technical report). 

 

 

This report analyses drought in its complexity, as having both direct and 

indirect impacts on food security, human well-being and ecosystem health. 

Droughts on degraded lands can spur human migration and even initiate or 

aggravate civil unrest. The need to increase water security is seen as 

crucial, and suggests that water scarcity can be mediated to some degree in 

support of land- and water-use decisions and by restoring degraded land. 

The following policy proposals are relevant to UNCCD 2018-2030 

Strategic Framework: 

- Establish two science-based operational definitions of drought resilience 

that (a) focus on resistance to drought impacts and (b) emphasize the 

generation of benefits from improved resilience. 

- Systematically collect, monitor, review, prioritize, and assess 

information on drought impacts. 

- Monitor and assess drought risk in natural and managed ecosystems. 

- Support further research on the relationship between land drought and 

climate change 

- Integrate the findings from social and ecological drought resilience 

assessments into early warning systems that trigger decision-making on 

drought risk mitigation. 

- Strengthen drought resilience assessment capacities and create widely 

applicable, novel tools and advanced technology for drought resilience 

data collecting, monitoring, assessment, learning, and information sharing 

(for further details see technical report). 

This SPI technical report informs ICCD/COP(15)/CST/2 and 

draft policy recommendations in CST document 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/8, which principally continued to 

inform decision 16/COP.15   

that encourages Parties to provide a more central role for 

integrated land use planning and integrated landscape 

management and calls upon Parties to promote knowledge 

generation and sharing of approaches and tools to support 

integrated land use planning and integrated landscape 

management to achieve LDN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This SPI technical report informs ICCD/COP(15)/CST/3 and 

draft policy recommendations in CST document 

ICCD/COP(15)/CST/8, which continued to inform 

principally decision 17/COP.15   

That encourages Parties to consider the roadmap for drought 

resilience assessment as an indicative pathway for developing 

drought resilience assessment and monitoring, and also 

encourages Parties to enable or enhance systematic drought 

impact collection and risk assessments at national, 

subnational and local levels, where appropriate, a globally 

standardized approach. The decision further encourages 

Parties to pursue the development and implementation of 

integrated drought risk management from existing 

communities of practice and learning networks. 

Source: Official UNCCD documents are available at: www.unccd.int/official-documents; SPI technical reports and policy briefs are available at:  

https://knowledge.unccd.int/science-policy-interface/spi-publications 

  

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-05/SPI%20Objective%201%20Technical%20Report_Advance%20Copy_Final_6May2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_2-2202193E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_8-2203180E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-10/16_cop15.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-03/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_3-2202480E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-04/ICCD_COP%2815%29_CST_8-2203180E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-10/17_cop15.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/official-documents
https://knowledge.unccd.int/science-policy-interface/spi-publications
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Table SM-8. Details of the SPI coordination activities required by the Conference of the Parties during its five multi-year work programmes (2014 - 

2022): 

Body Coordination activities 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform 

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) 

SPI contributed to the IPBES land degradation assessment (LDRA) to ensure that it is relevant to the 

UNCCD.  The SPI has been requested to continues following up on other UNCCD-relevant topics of the 

IPBES rolling work programme up to 2030 during the triennial work programme 2022-2024, in accordance 

with the procedures established in the memorandum of cooperation with the UNCCD secretariat. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) 

The SPI has coordinated interactions between the UNCCD and the IPCC in addressing the links between 

climate change and land degradation, particularly regarding the IPCC special report on climate change and 

land (SRCCL) and its Sixth Assessment Report (AR6). The SPI has been requested to analyse the key 

messages of the SRCCL and AR6 relevant for the UNCCD during its triennial work programme 2022-2024. 

Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils 

(ITPS) 

SPI continues to explore means of collaboration with the ITPS under its work programmes, bearing in mind 

the importance of soil organic carbon to land degradation neutrality. The SPI has been requested to continue 

to cooperating with the ITPS under its triennial work programme 2022-2024, including analyzing involvement 

in future activities emerging from past Global Symposia on Soil Organic Carbon, soil erosion, soil 

biodiversity and soil salinity, thereby also contributing to the second edition of the Status of the World’s Soil 

Resources report, and exploring potential participation in future symposia relevant to the UNCCD, including 

the Global Symposium on Soils for Nutrition, the Global Symposium on Soil and Water and the Global 

Symposium on soil Sealing and Urban Soils.  

International Resources Panel of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP-

IRP) 

The SPI has contributed to the preparation of a report on land restoration and the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Based on this work, the SPI has also outlined policy-oriented options on how land restoration 

contributes to LDN in the context of DLDD and the SDGs. The SPI followed up on relevant portions of three 

of the three of the prioritized topics of the UNEP-IRP. The SPI has also contributed in a review capacity to 

work on mineral resource governance following the approval of the United Nations Environment Assembly 

resolution 4/L23 on the topic, which calls for further consultation on governance structures around resource 

extraction. The SPI has been requested to work with the UNEP-IRP under its triennial work programme 2022-

2024 by following up on two of the prioritized tops of the UNEP—IRP 2022-2025 work programme. 

Global Land Indicators Initiative (GLII) of 

the United Nations Human Settlements 

Programmes 

The SPI’s cooperation has included ensuring the harmonization of land indicators developed by the GLII to 

measure tenure security, with land indicators used for measuring progress towards LDN. The SPI has been 

requested to continue collaboration under its triennial work programme 2022-2024 by providing inputs to 

GLII and UNCCD efforts to ensure harmonization of land governance indicators and land degradation 

indicators, as relevant to both GLII and the UNCCD. 

 

Integrated Drought Management 

Programme (IDMP) 

IDMP is a joint initiative of the World Meteorological Organization and the Global Water Partnership on 

scientific issues related to drought to ensure coherence and relevance of SPI’s work on drought, particularly 

towards the IDPM‘s second pillar of drought management. Collaboration has also included engagement in 

two planned publications: a framework document on integrated drought management and a brochure on 

drought and water scarcity. The SPI has been requested to continue to work with the IDMP under its triennial 

work programme 2022-2024 on topics to be jointly agreed by the SPI and the IDMP. 

Sources: Official UNCCD documents are available at: www.unccd.int/official-documents; UNCCD SPI Work Programmes: SPI work programmes | UNCCD 

  

http://www.unccd.int/official-documents
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
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Figure SM-1: The interacting elements of the 2014-2022 SPI work programmes, guided by the facilitation of a two-way dialogue between science and 

policy (Decision 23/COP.11) on knowledge, and advice on desertification/land degradation and drought have provided refined guidance in addressing 

LDN for implementation. The proposals of the SPI have informed CST recommendations which have informed the UNCCD decisions, and have 

progressively been adapted over the years to feed into various other UNCCD decisions and actions to achieve a land degradation-neutral world 

consistent with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, within the scope of the Convention” (Vision of “The Strategy”).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: https://www.unccd.int/science/overview; SPI work programmes | UNCCD 
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https://www.unccd.int/science/overview
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
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Table SM-9. Based on SPI's biennial programmes adopted by UNCCD COPs 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, the gradual consolidation and expansion of SPI's 

engagement with other scientific bodies since its establishment in 2013 has mobilised UNCCD-relevant scientific and technical expertise and 

contributed to UNCCD's reputation as a global authority on DLDD-related scientific and technical knowledge. 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Cooperation partners: 

                      IPBES 

                      ITPS 

                     IPCC 

                   IRP of UNEP 

                   GLII of UN Habitat 

                      IDMP 

Sources: SPI work programmes | UNCCD 

 

 

Figure SM-2.  As part of its coordination activities, SPI engaged with IPBES, IPCC and GSP/ITPS in various ways during the three biennial work 
programmes (WP 2014-2015; WP 2016-2017; WP 2018-2019), laying the foundation for its continued engagement with these bodies. 

 

Sources: Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022; SPI work programmes | UNCCD  

  

https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11040568%20%20%20https:/www.mdpi.com/2073-445X/11/4/568
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
https://www.unccd.int/resources/other/spi-work-programmes
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Table SM-10. Technical aspects regarding IPCC and IPBES communication strategies. 

Technical aspect – Interview 

question: 

IPCC response: 

(provided from the perspective of 

IPCC Bureau members) 

IPBES response: 

(provided from the perspective of the IPBES Head of Work Programme and the 

IPBES Head of Communications) 

What resources are required for the 

development of IPCC special reports, 

or an IPBES fast track assessment? 

 

IPCC does not systematically 

estimate the resources required for an 

individual report. A decision to 

proceed is taken independent of 

resources required. The resources 

needed for individual stages of a 

report (e.g. lead authors meeting 

approval) are budgeted for the 

specific years in which they fall. In 

practice, a decision to undertake a 

report will displace or slow down 

other activities. The main constraints 

are on human not financial resources.  

An IPBES fast track assessment is an assessment realised over a shorter period 

of time (typically two rather than three or more years), which involves two 

rather than three author meetings, and one rather than two external review 

cycles. 

IPBES assessments require experts to dedicate a significant amount of their 

time pro-bono to the development of IPBES assessments. Members of other 

IPBES bodies, such as the Bureau and Multidisciplinary Expert Panel, as well 

as task forces, also review and contribute to the assessments.  

IPBES assessments also require Governments and experts to dedicate time to 

review (during expert and Government review) drafts of IPBES assessments, 

and provide their comments.  

 

In terms of financial resources, funding is required for experts from developing 

countries to attend author meetings, for the organization of the meetings, as well 

as for the operation of technical support units and coordination functions at the 

secretariat.  

What elements for implementing a fast 

track Assessment are foreseen in the 

IPBES financial and budgetary 

arrangements? 

 

 As mentioned above, financial resources are required for experts from 

developing countries to attend author meetings, for the organization of the 

meetings, as well as for the operation of technical support units and 

coordination functions at the secretariat.  

 

The draft budget is developed by the Executive Secretary under the oversight of 

the IPBES Bureau. Standard rates are used for participant travel, meeting venue 

and catering, as well as staff cost for technical support units.  

How are costs for the development of 

an IPCC report negotiated and 

approved? 

 

 The IPBES Plenary approves annual budgets. 

What does communication/outreach 

activities entail for a report? 

 

We now engage external 

communications specialists to co-

develop wider “messages” in parallel 

with the development of SPMs. 

An extremely detailed and multifaceted 3-phase communications strategy and 

implementation plan is undertaken for every IPBES assessment – divided into 

pre-launch, launch and post-launch phases. 

The specifics of the IPBES 3-phase communications approach are too varied 

and granular to be easily captured in written responses. 

What is the general chronology of 

communication and outreach activities 

for an IPCC special report / an IPBES 

assessment (fast track and otherwise)? 

 

• Preparation of messaging; 

• launch event including 

powerpoint; booking media 

interviews after launch (demand 

exceeds capacity); 

• outreach events which are 

generally regionally focused.  

• Phase 1 - +/- 6 months before launch, including (but not limited to): 

primers, in-person and virtual media/influencer ‘road-shows’, b-roll 

material compilations, media/spokesperson training, social media 

campaigns, partner/influencer activation, media release preparations etc. 

• Phase 2 - +/- 1.5 months before launch: formal media invites and 

accreditation, intensified social media campaigns etc. 

• +/- 1 week before launch: in-person media/spokesperson training, 

finalisation of media release, embargoed interviews and B-roll etc. 

• Launch: hybrid global launch, with intensive global outreach via traditional 

and social media in at least EN, FR and ES 

• Phase 3 - Post launch + 6-12 months: Communication activities focused on 

uptake and impact. 

How are the costs for outreach 

activities determined and approved? 

 These were determined by the IPBES Plenary. 

Are the impacts of outreach activities 

monitored for an approved assessment? 

 

There is an outsourced monitoring of 

print, online, broadcast and social 

media 

IPBES tracks reach, uptake and impact. 

 

Reach is tracked via commercial monitoring services. Uptake is tracked by the 

IPBES Technical Support Unit of Capacity Building. Impact is tracked via the 

IPBES Impact Tracking Database (www.ipbes.net/impact-tracking-view) 

Are the communication skills of 

authors being developed for outreach 

activities?  

 

Communications/media training in 

the final stages of a report cycle. 

 

Yes – at two points in the 3-phase process. First via online training about 1 

month before launch, then again in-person about 1 week before launch. This is 

done with the assistance of a professional external trainer. 

What resources (incl. staff) are 

required to oversee and implement the 

IPCC communication and outreach 

strategy of the IPCC? 

 

There have been 2/3 posts in the 

Secretariat, one post in each of the 

Working Groups, plus bought in 

support towards the end of a report 

cycle supported by the UN 

Foundation.  

 

This question is only partly within the remit of the communications team. From 

the communications and stakeholder engagement perspective, it is submitted 

that the following resources (including staff) are required to implement both the 

communications and stakeholder engagement strategies (note: not all of these 

resources are currently allocated/provided within IPBES, but the question 

specifically asks this as a normative query): 

• 6 professional staff (Head; Traditional Media; Social Media; Stakeholder 

Engagement; French; Spanish) 

• 1 half-time professional on stakeholder engagement 

• 1 general services staff (admin/logistics /support) 

• Comms Budget of $250k/year (general comms) with addition of $220k per 

assessment undertaken (spread usually across a 2 or 3 year period) 

Stakeholder Engagement Budget of $60k/year 

For further details see the IPBES communication and outreach strategy and 

its stakeholder engagement strategy  

Sources: Information from interviews with the IPBES Secretariat (2023) and the IPBES Bureau (2024) 

  

http://www.ipbes.net/impact-tracking-view
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/downloads/Decision_IPBES_3_4_EN_0.pdf


 

 23 

Table SM-11. An initial feasibility assessment for the establishment of an external technical support unit (TSU) for the SPI should include an 

assessment of the GEO-LDN and WOCAT. 

General information on the Group on Earth Observations’ Land Degradation Neutrality Flagship (GEO-LDN): 

The Group on Earth Observations’ Land Degradation Neutrality Flagship (GEO-LDN) supports countries in reporting on SDG Indicator 15.3.1 and making land 

use planning more sustainable and evidence-based. The GEO-LDN Initiative engages with data providers and data users and welcomes active engagement from 

new stakeholders in an inclusive and open process. The GEO-LDN initiative is hosted by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH, on behalf of the Government of Germany. The UNCCD Secretariat as part of the GEO-LDN leads group (GEO-LDN | About us). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the GEO-LDN initiative currently works with countries: 

 

Works with the Global Partnership’s Capacity Accelerator Network, and 

supports three selected countries in developing data-processing-workflows 

for their specific LDN-related use cases. 

 

15 inter-sectoral country teams were invited to the GEO-LDN initiative’s 

Global Dialogue Forum in November 2023 in Cape Town. Engagement 

with these and potentially more countries are planned in future, in a 

continuous learning journey and peer-to-peer exchange on using geodata for 

LDN monitoring and implementation via ILUP. 

 

A Regional Helpdesk was set up at the Regional Center for Mapping of 

Resources and Development (RCMRD based in Nairobi/Kenya). 

 

Open online formats are provided (e.g. the Online Seminars).  

 

Organization of in-person trainings (e.g. the latest training at AfriGEo: 

GEO-LDN |). 

Further development of the LDN Toolbox by incorporating feedback from 

the countries. 

Sources: Information from the interview on technical issues with the GEO-LDN secretariat (2023) 

 

 
UNCCD COP 15 decisions show the growing requirements of the UNCCD Parties for services provided by the GEO-LDN: 

Decision Subject Relevance for the GEO LDN Initiative Current actions related to the 

decision/s 

Decision 3/COP.15 Integration of Sustainable Development 

Goal 15 and related target 15.3 into the 

implementation of the Convention and 

land degradation neutrality 

The UNCCD secretariat and the Global 

Mechanism are requested, within their 

respective mandates and subject to available 

resources, to continue strengthening the 

partnership with GEO-LDN. 

 

Decision 8/COP.15 Promotion and strengthening of 

relationships with other relevant 

conventions and international 

organizations, institutions and agencies 

Acknowledgement of the important 

contributions of the GEO-LDN Initiative in 

developing data quality standards, education 

programmes and practical tools for the planning, 

implementation, monitoring and reporting of 

LDN. 

 

The role of the GEO LDN Initiative to support 

LDN implementation through integrated land 

use planning at national level.  

 

Invites Parties to contribute, financially or in-

kind to the GEO-LDN initiative.  

So far only Germany provided 

funding  

Decisions 8 & 

27/COP.15 

Promotion and strengthening of 

relationships with other relevant 

conventions and international 

organizations, institutions and agencies 

& 

Follow-up on policy frameworks and 

thematic issues: Land tenure 

Ways to integrate satellite data information to 

support LDN implementation through integrated 

land use planning (ILUP), and land tenure 

information for knowledge-based decision-

making, drawing on the support of the GEO-

LDN Initiative as appropriate.  

 

Current related activity: GEO-LDN | 

Global Dialogue Forum 2023 

 

Decision 11/COP.15 Improving the procedures for 

communication of information as well as 

the quality and formats of reports to be 

submitted to the Conference of the Parties 

The Group on Earth Observations Land 

Degradation Neutrality Initiative is invited to 

encourage the Earth observations community to 

develop multi-decadal high-resolution (10– 

30m) interoperable data products for the land 

surface dating back to the year 2000 reporting. 

 

Decision 12/COP.15 Report of the Committee for the Review 

of the Implementation of the Convention 

at its nineteenth session 

The Global Mechanism and the UNCCD 

secretariat are requested to develop, within their 

respective mandates and subject to the 

availability of financial resources, and in 

collaboration with relevant financial and 

technical partners training and capacity-building 

support at national and regional level on LDN 

assessment, data collection, monitoring and 

reporting based inter alia on the GEO LDN 

Initiative.  

(GEO-LDN Capacity Development 

activities: GEO-LDN | Capacity 

Development) 

Decision 13/COP.15 Report by the Global Mechanism on 

progress made in the mobilization of 

resources for the implementation of the 

Convention 

The GEO LDN Initiative is invited to support 

Parties concerning access to earth observation 

data and tools to enable them to further develop 

their spatially explicit national LDN targets.  

Current related activity: further 

development of the GEO-LDN | LDN 

Toolbox 

Decision 20/COP.15 Policy-oriented recommendations 

resulting from the cooperation with other 

intergovernmental scientific panels and 

bodies 

The GEO LDN Initiative is also invited to 

develop methodologies to identify and map, at 

global, national and local scales, areas which are 

vulnerable to LD under various climate change 

scenarios, as well as areas showing signs of 

improvement due to restoration to support 

timely preventative initiatives and to assess 

returns on investment. 

GEO-LDN with the support from 

Germany is currently working on a 

commissioning to implement this 

decision.) 

Source: Decision taken at UNCCD COP 15, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 2022.  COP decisions | UNCCD 

 

https://geo-ldn.org/
https://www.data4sdgs.org/initiatives/capacity-accelerator-network
https://geo-ldn.org/events/global-dialogue-forum-2023/
https://geo-ldn.org/events/geo-ldn-seminars/
https://geo-ldn.org/blog/ldn-training-at-afrigeo-symposium-2023/
https://geo-ldn.org/ldn-toolbox/
https://geo-ldn.org/events/global-dialogue-forum-2023/
https://geo-ldn.org/events/global-dialogue-forum-2023/
https://geo-ldn.org/capacity-development/
https://geo-ldn.org/capacity-development/
https://geo-ldn.org/ldn-toolbox/
https://geo-ldn.org/ldn-toolbox/
https://www.unccd.int/convention/cop-decisions
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The role of WOCAT as a key database provider for best practices on SLM and SLM technologies for the UNCCD: 

In 1992, WOCAT was established as an international network specialising in SLM, with >400 users who have documented >2000 SLM practices across >130 

different countries. WOCAT links SLM specialists with experts that provide tools and approaches for identifying actions, helping to support users in 

knowledge sharing about land and land management. The UNCCD identified WOCAT as a key recommended database for best practices on SLM and SLM 

technologies. In 2020, the UNCCD Secretariat and WOCAT signed a partnership agreement, committing to implement the WOCAT 2020+ Initiative together 

with its Consortium partners. The aim of the agreement is to boost SLM uptake globally through a strengthened international partnership. Information from: 

https://www.unccd.int/land-and-life/sustainable-land-management-and-restoration/get-involved/unccd-wocat-partnership-

slm#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20the%20UNCCD%20secretariat%20and%20WOCAT%20signed,around%20the%20world%20through%20a%20strengthene

d%20global%20partnership and https://qcat.wocat.net/en/wocat/   

https://www.unccd.int/land-and-life/sustainable-land-management-and-restoration/get-involved/unccd-wocat-partnership-slm#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20the%20UNCCD%20secretariat%20and%20WOCAT%20signed,around%20the%20world%20through%20a%20strengthened%20global%20partnership
https://www.unccd.int/land-and-life/sustainable-land-management-and-restoration/get-involved/unccd-wocat-partnership-slm#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20the%20UNCCD%20secretariat%20and%20WOCAT%20signed,around%20the%20world%20through%20a%20strengthened%20global%20partnership
https://www.unccd.int/land-and-life/sustainable-land-management-and-restoration/get-involved/unccd-wocat-partnership-slm#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20the%20UNCCD%20secretariat%20and%20WOCAT%20signed,around%20the%20world%20through%20a%20strengthened%20global%20partnership
https://qcat.wocat.net/en/wocat/
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Table SM-12. Assessment of the SPI's objectives and coordination activities to achieve the expected results under the five strategic objectives 

of the UNCCD Strategic Framework 2018-2030, and reflections to further improve its scientific contributions. 

The five strategic 

objectives of the UNCCD 

2018-2030 Strategic 

Framework 

Contributions of the SPI objectives (technical reports) since 2014 to scientifically support expected impacts manifested under each strategic 

objective or coordination activity 

 

Strategic objective 1: To 

improve the condition of 

affected ecosystems, combat 

desertification/land 

degradation, promote 

sustainable land 

management and contribute 

to land degradation 

neutrality 

Expected impact 1.1 Land productivity and related ecosystems services are maintained or enhanced: 

Scientific evidence and technical guidance on enhancing land productivity and related ecosystems service have been provided by the SPI through the 

development of a user guide for implementing LDN at the country level. The guide is based on a scientific conceptual framework for LDN developed by 

the SPI which provides a scientific foundation for understanding, implementing and monitoring LDN (see SPI Technical report: Scientific conceptual 

framework for Land Degradation Neutrality 2017). 

Expected impact 1.2 The vulnerability of affected ecosystems is reduced and the resilience of ecosystems is increased:  

Scientific findings and technical guidance on reducing the vulnerability of affected ecosystems and increasing their resilience have been included in all 

SPI technical reports since 2014. 

Expected impact 1.3 National voluntary land degradation neutrality targets are set and adopted by countries wishing to do so, related measures are 

identified and implemented, and necessary monitoring systems are established: 

Decisions 3/COP.14 and 13/COP.14 requested the Global Mechanism and the secretariat of the UNCCD “to continue supporting the process of voluntary 

land degradation neutrality (LDN) target-setting …” and “… to support country-level activities towards the implementation of voluntary LDN targets, 

including through supporting LDN transformative projects and programmes.” (UNCCD, 2020).  By October 2020, a total of 102 countries had set and 

technically validated their voluntary LDN targets and associated measures and 66 countries had formally adopted LDN targets (UNCCD, 2020).  The 

analysis of LDN reports from 98 countries, available on the UNCCD website (available in English, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic and Portuguese), 

shows that all countries use the scientific conceptual framework for LDN developed by the SPI, albeit to varying degrees, and directly or indirectly 

mention the conceptual framework (see Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022).    

The national target setting reports were screened against direct and indirect criteria related to the conceptual framework (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022). 

Most reports suggest that countries have a basic understanding of the LDN response hierarchy (avoid, reduce, reverse land degradation).  Moreover, all 

countries defined pathways to identify and operationalise a numerical baseline - or have advanced discussions about them - including policy measures 

and programmes to enable progress assessment toward LDN.  

The use of the three global indicators by that the SPI has helped to define (land cover, soil productivity and carbon stocks above and below ground 

(metric: soil organic carbon)) using default data provided by the UNCCD appears to be common practice in countries for monitoring progress towards 

land degradation neutrality. Though the response hierarchy of the scientific CF LDN is mentioned, hardly any of the reports analysed applied the 

‘modules’ of the CF LDN (Cowie et al., 2018) as part of the planning processes; whereas “vision and objectives” (module A) and “frame of reference” 

(Module B) are mentioned comprehensively, the “mechanism for neutrality” (module C) is scarcely addressed.  This may be due to the effect of data 

availability and data quality needed. With regard to the elements required to achieve LDN (Module D), about 80% of the countries refer in their reports to 

avoiding land degradation, but without giving specific details on how this is to be achieved. The analysed reports show that countries mainly focused on 

developing measures to reduce or reverse land degradation, although some did not differentiate between these strategies.  This is despite initiatives such 

as the Economics of Land Degradation - ELD (2015) emphasising the benefits and effectiveness of avoiding land degradation in the first place.  Finally, 

most reports do not provide practical details on "monitoring LDN" (Module E). Some country reports strongly emphasise the integration of LDN 

measures with existing national land use plans or strategies.  This approach can enhance and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of LDN 

implementation processes by linking and articulating LDN initiatives with other national sustainable development strategies.  This suggests that the SPI's 

scientific CF for LDN could contribute to achieving other national and international sustainable development commitments, including biodiversity and 

climate change, through self-determined national synergistic processes.  However, the lack of a centralised national inventory system to map such co-

benefits (as proposed in Orr et al., 2017) makes direct mapping to the CF for LDN developed by the SPI difficult. The indirect criteria selected for the CF 

for LDN (see Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022) show that national measures to restore and/or rehabilitate land do not specify their contribution to achieving 

LDN, which proves to be a disadvantage for the representation of impacts.  Furthermore, most countries use the terms restoration and rehabilitation 

interchangeably, and it is not clear whether the definitions used are consistent with those of the CF for LDN (Orr et al., 2017). Regarding the indirect 

criteria for integrated land use planning, many countries use the concept of "watershed", "integrated land management" or "integrated sustainable land use 

plan" as the "landscape level".  Although all reports describe the national legal and institutional framework, it is obvious that a better articulation and 

strengthening of their interfaces is needed. 

 

In its biennial work programme 2020-2021, the SPI was also invited under its coordination activity 4 to work with UNEP-IRP on the think piece 

"Resource Governance in Light of Fundamental Transitions in Systems of Production and Consumption". 

 

Expected impact 1.4 Measures for sustainable land management and the combating of desertification/land degradation are shared, promoted and 

implemented: 

Scientific findings and technical guidance for promoting the implementation of measures for sustainable land use and combating DLD have been 

included in all SPI technical reports since 2014.           

Since decision 18/COP.13, the SPI has advanced collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme's International Resource Panel on the 

preparation of a report on land restoration and the Sustainable Development Goals, with a particular focus on SDG target 15.3, and explored further 

opportunities for collaboration with the Panel in support of the UNCCD. 

In conclusion, as per requested per decision 23/COP.11, which led to its establishment, the SPI has mobilized scientific and technical expertise to address DLDD and communicated 

scientific and technical evidence to promote knowledge on and use of SLM to contribute to LDN through the CST and the GM. However, the communication was limited to informing 

the CST and the Global Mechanism through its technical reports.  

 

This one-off and one-sided communication of SPI scientific results through its final technical reports, which is limited in time at the end of the work programme, as well as the fact that 

impacts are not captured centrally and relevant national and sub-national knowledge holders and implementing agencies are not taken into account, may have significantly hampered the 

verifiability of their implementation at regional, national and local level so far. Improving engagement and communication with the regional, national and sub-national levels (see 

decision 23/COP.11) should be able to enhance the SPI's ability to mobilise scientific and technical expertise both at the global level, particularly through its coordination activities, and 

at the regional, specifically national and sub-national levels, which are key to raising awareness, co-designing, accepting and implementing science-informed national DLDD measures. 

 

The above-mentioned aspects indicate, for example, that the scientific findings compiled by the SPI are incorporated into the implementation of the TSPs.  However, the analysis also 

shows that the utilisation of the scientific evidence provided by the SPI could be improved through complementary capacity building at the national level.  For example, the use of 

default data (i.e. data provided by the UNCCD) plays an important role in setting LDN targets. This means that Parties are using default values given the lack of data available at national 

level and that Parties lack information to ascertain a realistic end target for LDN to be achieved.  However, the need to strengthen local capacity for data collection is not addressed in the 

reports reviewed. 

file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/LDN_CF_report_web-english.pdf%20(unccd.int)
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Strategic objective 2: To 

improve the living 

conditions of affected 

populations 

Expected impact 2.1 Food security and adequate access to water for people in affected areas is improved: 

Scientific evidence and technical guidance to improve food security and adequate access to water for people in affected areas was not a central focus of 

any technical report as yet. However, the SPI technical report: Scientific conceptual framework for Land Degradation Neutrality (developed by the SPI in 

the biennium 2016-2017) is based on the definition of Land Degradation Neutrality which states that “LDN is a state whereby the amount and quality of 

land resources necessary to support ecosystem functions and services and enhance food security remain stable or increase” (decision 3/COP.12). As all 

SPI work uses the scientific CF LDN, the findings emerging from SPI technical reports are automatically relevant to food security to some degree. 

However, it is recommended that the future work of SPI should also focus more strongly on achieving and maintaining food security. 

Expected impact 2.2 The livelihoods of people in affected areas are improved and diversified: 

All SPI technical reports focus on achieving and maintaining LDN, promoting SLM, restoration and rehabilitation. This provides scientific knowledge 

and technical guidance to improve and diversify the livelihoods of people in affected areas, which can also increase economic resilience to the impacts of 

DLDD, and increase the ability to achieve LDN. 

Expected impact 2.3 Local people, especially women and youth, are empowered and participate in decision-making processes in combatting DLDD: 

The principles related to the neutrality mechanism used in the SPI Technical Report on the Scientific conceptual framework for Land Degradation 

Neutrality (2017) and the consideration of the principles and standards of the VGGTs (FAO, 2012b) should ensure that all stakeholders, including public 

and private actors pursue LDN responsibly by working with relevant levels of government and local landowners and ensuring that planning processes are 

transparent and participatory (p. 55).  Safeguards to empower women, youth and vulnerable groups are therefore part of the scientific approach to LDN 

and are therefore considered in all SPI technical reports, even if these groups are not always explicitly mentioned. 

Expected impact 2.4 Migration forced by desertification and land degradation is substantially reduced: 

Our findings show that the first SPI’s technical report titled the Scientific conceptual framework for Land Degradation Neutrality (2017), already clearly 

stated that  increasing “competition to control land resources and harness the flows of goods and services from the land” can potentially lead to social and 

political instability, exacerbating poverty, conflict and migration” (p.21). The technical report on Sustainable land management contribution to successful 

land-based climate change adaptation and mitigation generally mentions migration as a challenge related to DLDD (p. 28 and 33).  In the SPI technical 

reports from the biennium 2018-2019, only the SPI technical report on The Land-Drought Nexus - Enhancing the role of land-based interventions in 

drought mitigation and risk management(2019) mentions already in its executive summary the the interlinkage between drought and migration, and on p. 

24 it is underscored that drought and hunger can force people to leave their land.  

In the SPI technical reports from the 2018-2019 biennium, the SPI technical report The Land-Drought Nexus - Enhancing the role of land-based 

interventions in drought mitigation and risk management (2019) mentions the link between drought and migration in the executive summary, and on p. 24 

the report underlines that drought and hunger can force people to leave their land. 

In the SPI technical reports from the 2020-2021 biennium, “migration” is generally discussed as an effect of LD, climate change and drought effects on 

food security and conflicts (p. 28 and p. 110), whereby the technical report on the Multiscale approaches for the assessment and monitoring of social and 

ecological resilience to drought (2022) analyses drought in its complexity, that can spur human migration and even initiate or aggravate civil unrest. 

Since decision 21/COP.13 (biennial work programme 2018-2019), SPI’s cooperation with the Global Land Indicators Initiative (GLII) of the UN Human 

Settlements Programme has included ensuring the harmonization of land indicators developed by the GLII to measure tenure security, with land 

indicators used for measuring progress towards LDN. In its biennial work programme 2020-2021, the SPI under coordination activity 4, was also 

requested to work with the UNEP-IRP on resource implications of environmental conflict and migration. 

In conclusion, the SPI does not provide scientific findings and technical guidance that focus on the issue of migration. A search for the term "migration" in all seven available SPI 

technical reports however shows that the SPI makes a clear link between migration and the impacts of drought. Decision 22/COP.15 states the “positive role that measures taken under 

the Convention can play to address desertification/land degradation and drought as one of the drivers that causes migration”. This statement is also informed by the findings of the SPI.  

As the IPCC (2019) in its Summary for Policymakers on “Climate Change and Land” emphasises that “People living in already degraded or desertified areas are increasingly negatively 

affected by climate change”, it is proposed to ensure that the SPI addresses the issue of migration more centrally under different national and sub-national conditions to support the 

implementation of the "Strategy".  

 

 

Decision 2/COP.15 on promoting capacity building to advance the implementation of the Convention shows that the SPI is also seen as a mechanism, alongside the GM, to promote 

capacity building through partnerships „especially in the areas of training, awareness-raising, drought mitigation, the achievement of Land Degradation Neutrality, and the gender-

responsive and transformative implementation of the Convention’s objectives […], contributing to a better understanding of synergies and coherence among the Rio conventions and 

other multilateral environmental agreements …” (para 2(a) of decision 2/COP.15). 

Strategic objective 3: To 

mitigate, adapt to, and 

manage the effects of 

drought in order to enhance 

resilience of vulnerable 

populations and ecosystems 

Expected impact 3.1 Ecosystems’ vulnerability to drought is reduced, including through sustainable land and water management practices: 

Expected impact 3.2 Communities’ resilience to drought is increased: 

Scientific evidence and technical guidance on reducing the vulnerability of ecosystems to drought, including through sustainable land and water 

management practices, and scientific evidence and technical guidance to increase community resilience to drought were provided by the SPI through its 

biennial work programmes 2018-2019 and 2020-2021, which benefited from close cooperation with the UNCCD's strategic partners (see details below). 

In addition, the SPI was invited by decision 31/COP.13 to consider the issue of sand and dust storms as part of its work programme in 2017, subject to the 

availability of resources, and to contribute to the review and, where appropriate, development of a science-based UNCCD communication on sand and 

dust storms. 

The UNCCD-SPI technical report on The Land-Drought Nexus - Enhancing the role of land-based interventions in drought mitigation and risk 

management (biennium 2018-2019) provides scientific evidence to understand the close links between land use and drought and shows that the 

management of both is linked to water use. The report introduces the new concept of Drought-Smart Land Management (D-SLM), developed by the SPI 

in collaboration with strategic partners, and organises relevant approaches and practices into fourteen groups for four main categories of land use. The 

guidance contained in the report should support decision-makers and land managers. 

The aim is to provide guidance to decision-makers and land managers working on "proactive drought risk management" to inform them about measures 

that improve the resilience of communities and ecosystems to drought and lead to higher socio-economic returns under drought conditions than 

conventional practices. It also proposes guidelines for improving five factors that support the adoption, implementation and scaling up of D-SLM. It also 

emphasises the need for vulnerability and risk assessments in different contexts, covering both natural (climate, soil and water) and socio-economic 

aspects of land and drought management. This SPI report informed Decision 17/COP.14, which called on Parties to support the adoption and 

implementation of land-based interventions for drought management and mitigation by providing a broad, comprehensive and inclusive range of options. 

In addition, the SPI was requested to work with the FAO, UNEP, WMO and other relevant organisations as appropriate in the context of the Integrated 

Drought Management Programme and to create a common understanding of, for example, definitions.    

 

In the following biennium (2020-2021), the SPI continued its work on policy-oriented recommendations resulting from the findings on approaches to 

assessing and monitoring the resilience of vulnerable populations and ecosystems to drought presented in the technical report Multiscale approaches for 

the assessment and monitoring of social and ecological resilience to drought. This SPI report served as the basis for Decision 17/COP.15, which 

encourages Parties to consider the Drought Resilience Assessment Roadmap as "indicative guidance" for the development of a new approach or the 

review of an existing approach to drought resilience assessment and monitoring at national and sub-national levels. The same decision also encourages 

Parties to enable or improve the systematic mapping of drought impacts and risk assessment at national, sub-national and local levels, using a globally 

standardised approach where appropriate. The Parties were also encouraged to promote the development and implementation of integrated drought risk 

management from existing communities of practice and learning networks. 

With Decision 18/COP.14 (Work Programme 2020-2021), SPI collaborated with the Integrated Drought Management Programme (IDMP), a joint 

initiative of the World Meteorological Organization and the Global Water Partnership on drought-related scientific issues, to ensure the coherence and 

relevance of SPI's work on drought, particularly with regard to the second pillar of the IDMP, drought management. 

In its biennial programme 2020-2021, as part of its coordination activities, SPI was also requested to work with UNEP-IRP on the think piece Resource 

Governance in Light of Fundamental Transitions in Systems of Production and Consumption, and to contribute to the scientific review and analysis of the 

key messages of these reports. 

In conclusion, the SPI provided substantial scientific evidence with its innovative approaches, including the development of a new concept for Drought-Smart Land Management (D-

SLM). However, additional channels of communication and co-operation are needed to reinforce the monitoring of the expected impacts of D-SLM at national and local level. This is 

emphasised by Decision 17/COP.15, which encourages Parties to improve the assessment of drought impacts and risks at national, sub-national and local levels. This highlights the need 

to improve the SPI’s capacity to interact with the scientific community and other knowledge holders and implementers at these levels to review and inform the scientific evidence 

emerging from its biennial work programmes and to improve the implementation of land-based drought management and mitigation measures by supporting a broad and comprehensive 

range of options that encourage co-design of implementation measures. In addition, more stable funding mechanisms must be ensured for the implementation of SPI work programmes.  

 

file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/LDN_CF_report_web-english.pdf%20(unccd.int)
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/LDN_CF_report_web-english.pdf%20(unccd.int)
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/LDN_CF_report_web-english.pdf%20(unccd.int)
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/LDN_CF_report_web-english.pdf%20(unccd.int)
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/UNCCD_Report_SLM_web_v2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/UNCCD_Report_SLM_web_v2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/00.%20ASSESSMENT%20REPORT%20-Akhtar-Schuster%20and%20Stringer/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/00.%20ASSESSMENT%20REPORT%20-Akhtar-Schuster%20and%20Stringer/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/resources/reports/multiscale-approaches-assessment-and-monitoring-social-and-ecological-resilience
https://www.unccd.int/resources/reports/multiscale-approaches-assessment-and-monitoring-social-and-ecological-resilience
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/21COP13_0.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/31COP13_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
file:///C:/Users/akht_ma/Documents/2d.%20DNI-SPI%20Work%20Programme%202020-2023/20220922_Call%20ToR%20external%20assessment%20UNCCD-SPI/4.%20SUPPLEMENTARY%20MATERIAL/1211_03EP_UNCCD_SPI_2019_Report_2.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/17-cop14.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-08/1934_SPI_Objective_2%20_Technical_Report_Advance_Copy_Final_10August2022.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-10/17_cop15.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-11/18-cop14.pdf
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Strategic objective 4: To 

generate global 

environmental benefits 

through effective 

implementation of the 

UNCCD 

Expected impact 4.1 Sustainable land management and the combating of desertification/land degradation contribute to the conservation and sustainable 

use of biodiversity and addressing climate change: 

The objective of providing scientific evidence and technical guidance on SLM and DLD as a contribution to the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity and to tackling climate change has been a demonstrable part of all the objectives of SPI's two-year work programmes since 2014-2015. 

Biennium 2016-2017: 

The SPI technical report on LDN: Scientific Conceptual Framework for Land Degradation Neutrality. A Report of the Science-Policy Interface informed 

the CST documents ICCD/COP(13)/CST/2 and ICCD/COP(13)/CST/3 respectively. The scientific CF for LDN was endorsed by decision 18/COP.13 and 

set the framework for the UNCCD’s scientifically based strategic initiatives on avoiding, reducing and reversing DLD through SLM and restoration and 

rehabilitation measures. The technical report on Sustainable Land Management Contribution to Successful Land-Based Climate Change Adaptation and 

Mitigation addressed the science-based synergistic potential of SLM practices and provided concrete examples to address DLDD, climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. 

Decision 18/COP.13 invited Parties to consider the use of locally adapted SLM practices as an effective means of achieving land-based national 

objectives related to combating DLDD and LDN. The same decision called on the SPI to continue providing science-based evidence on the contribution 

of SLM to enhancing the livelihoods and socio-economic conditions of people affected by DLDD. 

Biennium 2018-2019: 

 

During the 2018-2019 biennium, SPI continued to utilise the previous work as a basis to develop refined guidance for utilising the findings provided in 

the technical reports on Realizing the carbon benefits of sustainable land management practices and Creating an enabling environment for Land 

Degradation Neutrality & its potential contribution to enhancing well-being, livelihoods & the environment. The decision trees developed by SPI 

emphasise the importance of local expertise and traditional knowledge to guide SOC assessment and monitoring, and to maintain and improve the land’s 

productivity. This SPI technical report informed UNCCD COP.14 to invite Parties to work on science-policy aspects relating to the creation of an 

enabling environment for LDN, and leveraging sustainable land-use activities and land-use planning for enhancing soil organic carbon and increasing 

land productivity (Decision 16/COP.14). Decision 26/COP.14 addressing land tenure, also specifically welcomed the SPI technical report on “creating an 

enabling environment for LDN”.  

 

Biennium 2020-2021: 

 

In the 2020-2021 biennium, the SPI's report on The Contribution of Integrated Land Use Planning and Integrated Landscape Management to 

Implementing Land Degradation Neutrality: Entry Points and Support Tools provided science-based evidence on how integrated land use planning and 

integrated landscape management can contribute to positive transformative change through achieving or exceeding LDN. 

 

Decision 16/COP.15 recognises the importance of effective implementation of integrated land use planning and encourages Parties to give a more central 

role to integrated land use planning and integrated landscape management to address DLDD with regard to the LDN and the SDGs, taking into account 

land tenure and cross-sectoral governance, and promoting knowledge generation and sharing. The Parties were also encouraged to promote and support 

integrated land use planning and integrated landscape management to enable synergies, complementarity and policy coherence between the three Rio 

Conventions. Furthermore, the secretariat and the Global Mechanism and relevant technical and scientific partners among other, to develop a guidance 

for LDN implementation projects to document approaches and tools used for integrated land use planning and integrated landscape management. 

Expected impact 4.2 Synergies with other multilateral environmental agreements and processes are enhanced: 

The provision of scientific evidence and technical guidance to enhance synergies with other multilateral environmental agreements and processes has 

created important entry points for achieving global environmental benefits, in particular also through the involvement of SPI observers from UNCCD-

relevant strategic partner organisations (including current representatives from FAO, UNDDR Alternate, UN-Habitat, WMO and formerly: GLII-GLTN, 

IUCN, UN Environment, and various CSOs. 

In particular, through its first biennial work programme 2014-2015, the SPI contributed to the UNCCD's work on developing and refining indicators that 

(1) leverage synergies between the Rio Conventions and promote partnerships with other international agencies and bodies, (2) improve the procedures 

for communication of information and the quality and format of reports submitted to the Conference of the Parties (see CST document): Refinement of 

the UNCCD monitoring and evaluation framework in view of the post 2015 development agenda: strategic objectives 1,2 and 3, which subsequently 

informed Decisions 9/COP.12 and 15/COP.12). This work was supported by the request to the SPI to contribute to the work of the Intergovernmental 

Working Group (IWG), which had been established to develop a definition of LDN. The definition was endorsed at the UNCCD COP 12 (2015) through 

decision 3/COP.12. 

 

SPI's work informed the development of the Good Practice Guidance (GPG) document, which provides guidance on how to calculate the extent of land 

degradation for reporting on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicator 15.3.1: the proportion of land that is degraded over total 

land area. This guidance supports the implementation of the Tier I methods adopted by the UN Statistical Commission for indicator 15.3.1. It also 

supports the development of analytical methods to measure the three sub-indicators: 1. trends in land cover, 2. trends in land productivity, 3. trends in 

carbon stocks (above and below ground), to which SPI contributed through its work during the 2014-2015 biennial work programme. Decision 

18/COP.13 called on the SPI to further develop cooperation with the International Resource Panel of the United Nations Environment Programme to 

produce a report on land restoration and the Sustainable Development Goals, with a particular focus on SDG target 15.3, and also to explore further 

opportunities for cooperation that meet the needs of the UNCCD. 

 

SPI's technical report on The Contribution of Integrated Land Use Planning and Integrated Landscape Management to Implementing Land Degradation 

Neutrality: Entry Points and Support Tools (biennium 2020-2021) also informed Decision 16/COP.15, which recognises the importance of effective 

implementation of integrated land use planning and encourages Parties to give a more central role to integrated land use planning and integrated 

landscape management to address DLDD towards LDN and the SDGs, as well as to consider land tenure and cross-sectoral governance and promote 

knowledge generation and sharing. In the same decision, Parties were encouraged to promote and support integrated land use planning and integrated 

landscape management as they enable synergies, complementarity and policy coherence between the three Rio Conventions. The Secretariat and the 

Global Mechanism, as well as relevant technical and scientific partners, were called on to develop guidelines for LDN implementation projects to 

document the approaches and tools used for integrated land use planning and integrated landscape management. 

As part of its biennial work programmes since 2014, the SPI has also been requested to collaborate with other science-policy bodies, in particular the 

IPBES, IPCC and ITPS (see decision 23/COP.11), with other bodies subsequently also being involved, ensuring that UNCCD-relevant scientific needs 

were also taken up by these external bodies. 

Through its coordination activities, the SPI supported the CST in nominating experts for UNCCD-relevant external assessments and reviewed, analysed 

and summarised their key findings to inform the CST. SPI's scientific work, e.g. on LDN, has also influenced in particular the IPBES assessment reports 

on Land Degradation and Restoration and the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land.    

In conclusion, the SPI has generated, synthesised and provided essential scientific and technical knowledge on global environmental benefits, particularly through effective interactions 

with external international bodies relevant to the UNCCD. However, to move from the generation and synthesis of UNCCD-relevant knowledge to effective implementation, additional 

forms of communication and interaction are needed, especially in the intersessional period, to consolidate the discussions leading up to a COP, involving in particular the SPI, the STCs, 

the NFPs and other relevant stakeholders, particularly also at regional and national levels. 
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Strategic objective 5: To 

mobilize substantial and 

additional financial and 

non-financial resources to 

support the implementation 

of the Convention by 

building effective 

partnerships at global and 

national level 

Expected impact 5.1 Adequate and timely public and private financial resources are further mobilized and made available to affected country Parties, 

including through domestic resource mobilization: 

Scientific evidence and technical guidance also included engagement with representatives of panels and other external bodies of strategic partners 

relevant to the UNCCD, including through the SPI observer members, who have been effectively involved in all objectives of the SPI biennial work 

programmes since 2014-2015. 

The results of the SPI have influenced the programmatic direction of mechanisms such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The 7th replenishment 

of the GEF (2018-2022) continues to include land degradation as one of its focal areas and seeks to create an enabling environment for supporting 

countries to implement their voluntary LDN targets and improve SLM implementation on the ground through LDN instruments (in: Akhtar-Schuster et 

al., 2022).   

Decision 29/COP.15 welcomes the 8th replenishment of the Global Environment Facility, which also addresses the issue of drought and thus benefits 

from SPI's work on drought (information from a discussion with the UNCCD Secretariat in 2014). 

In addition, the GEF Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel recommended the use of the Checklist for Transformative LDN Projects and Programmes 

when reviewing projects submitted for the Land Degradation focal area and commissioned the development of LDN guidelines for GEF projects based on 

the scientific CF for LDN.  In addition, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, a GEF implementing agency, has directly integrated the checklist into the 

design of its dryland restoration initiative platform (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022).   

The SPI’s scientific CF for LDN has laid the foundation for the metadata for SDG indicator 15.3.1, which underpins the global indicator framework for the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 

2017 (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022). The metadata document for SDG Indicator 15.3.1 states that the “conceptual framework, endorsed by the UNCCD’s 

governing body in September 2017, underpins a universal methodology for deriving the indicator.” Good Practice Guidance for SDG Indicator 15.3.1, 

published in 2017, and reviewed and updated in 2021, refers to the Conceptual Framework for LDN and its definition to calculate the extent of land 

degradation for reporting on SDG indicator 15.3.1. The UNCCD is now the custodian agency leading an Inter-Agency Advisory Group on 15.3.1, composed 

of key UNCCD partners (FAO, CBD, UNFCCC and UNSD) to further refine the methodology and data tools/options for this indicator. Thus, the SPI’s 

work on indicators has further helped to strengthen UNCCD’s scientific authority on land degradation issues (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022).   

The SPI's scientific work is also recognised outside the UN agencies and conventions. In September 2020, G20 Environment Ministers recognised the 

benefits of existing efforts and commitments, including those developed for LDN and related targets under the UNCCD, and called for “increased efforts 

and cooperation to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality as set out in Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15.3 target”. To support action to avoid, 

reduce and reverse land degradation, the G20 launched the Global Initiative on Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial 

Habitat.  

Although the SPI's scientific CF for LDN is not explicitly mentioned, its response hierarchy is explicitly applied, while implementation is to be carried 

out by an initiative coordination office overseen by the UNCCD. The initiative's expected annual reporting to G20 members should directly benefit from 

better implementation of the voluntary LDN target-setting programme, to which 127 countries have currently committed. Notably, when analysing 

approaches to tracking the effectiveness of government interventions, Pillay and Buschke (2020) refer to the SPI conceptual framework for LDN as a rare 

exception that assigns indicators to the outcome level by using indicators that are responsive to land management actions (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022).   

As part of its biennial work programmes since 2014, the SPI has been requested to collaborate with other science policy bodies (see decision 23/COP.11) 

and has continuously consolidated and expanded its collaborative partnerships to ensure that these bodies are informed about UNCCD-relevant scientific 

results and needs. In the biennium 2018-2019, the SPI provided scientific and technical support to the UNCCD secretariat in drafting a memorandum of 

cooperation between the UNCCD and IPBES, which was signed by the Executive Secretaries of the two bodies on 18 January 2019. 

The SPI's collaboration with other organisations outside its coordination activities (e.g. WMO, UNFCCC, Society for Ecological Restoration), and 

additional work (keynote speeches, presentations, reviews, panels, juries, recorded outside of official COP decisions and not as part of formal COP 

applications) show that the SPI was able to respond flexibly to a variety of opportunities related to its work. For example, the results of these activities 

also fed into the co-operation with the Global Environment Facility - Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (GEF-STAP) (Akhtar-Schuster et al., 

2022).   

Expected impact 5.2 International support is provided for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building and “on-the-ground interventions” in 

affected country Parties to support the implementation of the Convention, including through North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation: 

Scientific evidence and technical guidance provided by the SPI to the CST since its first biennial work programme in 2014-2015 underscores the need for 

strong engagement with affected Parties, including at the regional and national levels, to support implementation of the Convention. Due to the mandate, 

format and structures of the current SPI biennial work programmes, there have been few direct resources available to support the implementation of the 

Convention by building effective partnerships at the national level. 

Decisions 3/COP.14 and 13/COP.14 requested the Global Mechanism and the UNCCD secretariat to “to continue supporting the process of voluntary land 

degradation neutrality (LDN) target-setting …” and “… to support country-level activities towards the implementation of voluntary LDN targets, including 

through supporting LDN transformative projects and programmes.”. Although Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022 show on the basis of voluntary LDN targets and 

associated measures set by countries, the analysis of LDN reports from 98 countries shows that all countries have used the SPI's LDN concept, and to 

varying degrees these countries have directly or indirectly mentioned the scientific CF for LDN developed by the SPI.  However, most reports indicate that 

countries involved in LDN targeting projects have only a basic understanding of the LDN response hierarchy (avoidance, reduction, reversal of land 

degradation) (for details see Akhtar-Schuster et al., 2022).  

In conclusion, the SPI has provided scientific evidence through effective partnerships at the global level, including through its coordination activities, which in one case even led to the 

formalisation of the partnership. However, currently no pathways exist to scientifically enhance the implementation of the Convention through the promotion of effective partnerships at 

regional and national levels. Strong and sustained engagement with various stakeholders at regional and national will certainly need to be improved to ensure the development and 

implementation of LDN measures that take into account national circumstances. Also, specific new forms of science-based communication will be required to support this process, 

which also include the strengthening of North-South, South-South, and triangular cooperation. In this regard, full consideration should also be given to decision 29/COP.15, which 

“invites Parties to promote the involvement of all sectors of society, in particular civil society organizations and Indigenous peoples and local communities, as well as subnational and 

local governments, in their initiatives to achieve land degradation neutrality, harnessing their knowledge, innovation and practices” (paragraph 11), in achieving “a 50 percent reduction 

of degraded land by 2040, on a voluntary basis” (see paragraph 33 of the Group of 20 Global Initiative Riyadh Summit Leaders’ Declaration (November 21 – 22, 2020). 

Sources: UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework | UNCCD, Decision 7/COP.13 on the future strategic framework of the Convention   Science | UNCCD, SPI work 

programmes | UNCCD, SPI technical reports 
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