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16th Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP16) to the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 3¢ December 2024
Formal Statement by Sri Lanka

Mr. President,

Executive Secretary,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

At the outset, on behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka, | would like to express our
sincere gratitude to the Government and the people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for
hosting COP16 and for the warm hospitality extended to our delegation. | would also
like to extend our compliments to the UNCCD Secretariat for their tireless efforts in
organizing this important conference.

As we approach the critical milestone of the 30th anniversary of the UNCCD, we are
committed to raising global ambition and accelerating action on land and drought
resilience through a people-centered collaborative approach. Sri Lanka reaffirms its
dedication to implementing the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework, with the goal
of achieving a land-degradation-neutral world in alignment with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Mr. President,

We are a tropical island nation, endowed with extraordinary biodiversity shaped by our
diverse climate, topography, and soil varieties. This vibrant ecosystem supports an array
of species, forming an integral part of our ecological fabric. Despite challenges such as
diminishing productive land and environmental pressures, Sri Lanka has made notable
progress through national policy initiatives and international partnerships. These efforts
continue to enhance the social and economic well-being of our people. Under the
leadership of the newly elected President, the government remains steadfast in
prioritizing the effective use of scarce land resources while ensuring environmental
sustainability and safeguarding the nation’s invaluable biodiversity for generations to
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come. Sri Lanka has successfully incorporated recommendations from a national
consultation on integrating tenure security into plans to address desertification and land
degradation, under a UNCCD-FAO initiative, into projects like Global Environment
Facility (GEF) Cycle 8 and the Food Systems Integrated Programme (FSIP). | am also
pleased to report that Sri Lanka has been selected as a pilot country by the UNCCD for
Phase Il of the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme (LDN TSP).

Mr. President,

Ecosystems are indispensable in addressing droughts, as the interconnected challenges
of land degradation and climate change continue to intensify. The alarming degradation
of productive land worldwide underscores the urgency for action-oriented, collaborative
efforts from every stakeholder in this esteemed gathering. We also emphasize the need
for the International and national initiatives to align its efforts with other key
conventions, such as the CBD and UNFCCC. We strongly call upon the global community
to unite to enhance financial resources, build robust public-private partnerships, and
implement integrated policies to address land degradation, desertification, drought and
achieving Land Degradation Neutrality targets. We look forward to the upcoming
deliberations in the days ahead.

Thank you!



