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STATEMENT OF UNITED REPUBLC OF TANZANIA T AT THE 16TH SESSION 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION 

2ND -13TH DECEMBER, 2024 RIYADH SAUDI ARABIA 

President of the UNCCD COP 16,  

Executive Secretary, of the UNCCD,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen;  

i. The United Republic of Tanzania associates itself with statement made by 

Africa Group. 

 

ii. We recognize the pivotal role of the United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD) in addressing land Degradation, Desertification, 

and Drought resilience worldwide. At the UNCCD COP16, Tanzania is 

committed to advancing discussions and actions aligned with our national 

priorities and the broader objectives of Sustainable Land Management 

(SLM). 

 

iii. We Uphold commitments under the National Action Plan for Land 

Degradation Neutrality (NAP-LDN) and the National Climate Change 

Strategy to restore degraded lands and build resilience against climate-

related impacts and strengthen the implementation of the Great Green 

Wall Initiative (GGWI) to combat desertification and promote sustainable 

land use in affected regions. 

 

 

iv. On matters related to Inclusivity and Equity, IN Tanzania we have put in 

place mechanisms to ensure that vulnerable communities, especially 

women, youth, and vulnerable peoples, are meaningfully engaged in 

decision-making and benefit from land restoration programs. We do 

support global efforts to scale up investments in sustainable land 

management practices and advocate for financial and technical support to 

accelerate the implementation of community-based restoration projects, 

particularly in semi-arid and arid areas. 
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President of the COP 16, Executive Secretary, of the UNCCD, Distinguished 

delegates Ladies and Gentlemen;  

Promotion the role of science and technology in bridging knowledge gaps and 

informing policy decisions on land restoration and drought resilience is critical 

and therefore we request partners to support us in capacity-building programs to 

empower Tanzanian researchers and youth to engage in STI initiatives and urge  

for increased accessibility to global climate and land restoration financing 

mechanisms, such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF). 

 

On Gender and Social Inclusion, United Republic of Tanzania is committed to 

ensuring gender-responsive land restoration programs including land tenure. As 

well participation of women and youth in sustainable land management initiatives 

is key to all programs. 

 

Othe initiatives of which United Republic of Tanzania has been advocating 

include Strengthening Regional and Global Collaboration whereby 

partnerships with neighboring countries through regional initiatives like the Great 

Green Wall Initiative and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 

programs have been our priority. We have developed GGWI Action Plan (2023-

2033) which requires about 546 Mils USD for its implementation and therefore 

we call partners to support us in this regard.  

 

We also encourage the establishment of technology-sharing platforms to 

facilitate access to innovative land management tools for developing nations. 

 

In conclusion dear delegates, the United Republic of Tanzania is committed 

to combat desertification, restore degraded lands, and build resilience against 

droughts. We believe that collective action, informed by science and driven by 

innovation, is essential to achieving a sustainable future for our planet. 

Tanzania remains ready to collaborate with all stakeholders to ensure that 

COP16 outcomes address the urgent needs of affected countries and 

communities. 

 

Thank you 


