Statement from the UNCCD Interregional Group
"Central Asia - Russia" at COP16

The Initiative for establishing the UNCCD Interregional Group "Central Asia - Russia" was announced
by six countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan) at the UNCCD COP14 in New Delhi, India in 2019. COVID time delayed the development
of the Initiative but in July 2023 our countries went back to this idea and gathered for the first
organizational meeting in Dushanbe, where the establishment of the UNCCD Interregional Group
"Central Asia - Russia" was formally confirmed by the counties’ credentials.

Countries of the IRG "Central Asia - Russia" extend our warmest appreciation to the Government of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for providing us with an opportunity to meet in your sunny country and
jointly search for the most effective long-term solutions to challenges aroused by desertification, land
degradation and drought (DLDD).

We express our gratitude to the UNCCD Secretariat) for supporting our countries in the development
of cooperation in science and technology that contributes to combating DLDD, and the achievement
of land degradation neutrality (LDN).

Since our first meeting we have made significant progress in strengthening our cooperation and
developing strategies to combat land degradation and desertification. However, we recognize that the
challenges remain great and there is much more to be done.

We would like to inform parties of the Convention that at the second meeting in October 2023 during
CRIC21 in Samarkand, we adopted two key documents: the Statute of the IRG and the Roadmap. These
documents have become fundamental pillars guiding our work. The Roadmap, in particular, has not
only provided a strategic direction but has also proven to be a flexible tool allowing us to respond
effectively to the evolving challenges we face.

Open sessions of our IRG and its Bureau have attracted the attention of representatives from
different countries such as Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Belarus, and from international organizations
such as FAO Kazakhstan and FAO Tajikistan. Moreover, we have initiated dialogues with other
international partners like UNEP, UNDP and development agencies. Subsequently, it has
demonstrated the effectiveness and growing influence of the IRG.

One of the key achievements of our group is the formation of specialized working groups focusing on
critical areas outlined in the Roadmap with the reference to the UNCCD Strategic Framework and
newest initiatives. These groups shall address to the following issues: Achieving land degradation
neutrality, Regional Land Outlook; Sand and dust storms; Nexus between migration, land degradation,
and climate change; Pasture management; Preserving glacial water reserves and addressing water
scarcity; Desert development and engineering.

These groups are aimed on developing concrete project proposals and also work on establishing
mechanisms for their implementation. Such mechanisms include: Establishing an expert registry to
address both immediate and long-term challenges; Creating interregional institutes for capacity
building; Developing web-based tools, including open lectures and specialized courses to enhance
knowledge sharing; Defining the operational framework for consultants and identifying funding
mechanisms;



The IRG has the potential to become a valuable platform for fostering interaction and cooperation
among countries in the region. However, much work still needs to be done to maximize the impact of
our work and to elevate the role of the IRG so that issues related to land degradation and
desertification are better reflected in both international and national documents across the region.

We would like to attract international organizations and representatives of civil society to out working
plans, we urge governments of all countries to continue working together, sharing experiences, and
supporting initiatives aimed at preserving our land resources in our region. Only through collective
efforts can we ensure a sustainable future for our region and for the planet as a whole.

Thank you for your attention!



