
 

Country statement 

 

Mr. President, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

On behalf of The Government of The Republic of Armenia I would like to 

express gratitude to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for hosting 16th Conference of 

Parties of UNCCD and excellent organization of the event.  

COP16 marks the convention's 30th anniversary, which is an important 

opportunity to review the progress achieved so far and set new benchmarks and 

courses of action to ensure environmental and social sustainability through 

preventing land degradation and increasing drought resilience. As the Chairing 

country of the Annex 5 countries of the Central and Eastern European region 

since COP15 Armenia has contributed to the effective outcomes of this session 

by hosting the second meeting of Intergovernmental Working Group on 

Drought, organizing a capacity building training, and holding the regional 

preparatory meeting in Armenia in the run up to COP16. We were also honored 

to welcome COP15 President Mr. Donwahi twice in Armenia and have an 

important exchange on advancing of the UNCCD objectives. The Republic of 

Armenia is committed to implementing the convention in cooperation with the 

Secretariat and partner states.  

Due to its geographical conditions Armenia is vulnerable to climate change 

and drought. Thus, we have set LDN voluntary targets and the Government is 

joining efforts with relevant stakeholders to reach them. Along with the 

legislative changes, the Government is implementing subsidy programs for the 

establishment of intensive orchards and introduction of modern irrigation 

systems compensating up to 50% of the costs. 

 A pilot program of the agricultural insurance mechanism was introduced 

in Armenia, within the framework of which a number of crops are insured 

against frost, drought, hail and fire. The Government subsidizes the insurance 

premiums and partially shares the insurance risk by providing compensation. 

Recently Armenian drought management community was established 

with the involvement of drought experts, scientists and policymakers, with the 

aim of sharing knowledge and experience on a drought information platform, 



creating a favorable environment for the development of a national drought 

strategy and drought risk management plan. 

We highly value the strengthening of joint efforts with international 

partners, emphasizing the exchange of experience and capacity building with the 

aim to achieve the land degradation on national level.  

To conclude, let me highlight that Armenia as the host of the Biodiversity 

COP17 to be held in 2026, looks forward to cooperating with all interested parties 

to create necessary synergies between the Three Rio conventions and support 

their comprehensive implementation. 

Thank you.  


