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Summary 
Leverage plan 
A leverage plan is vital for achieving land degradation neutrality (LDN). Achievement of LDN can result in 

benefits at multiple scales. At the global scale, achievement of LDN will have positive effects on other SDGs 

besides SDG 15. It will contribute to poverty reduction (SDG 1), food security (SDG 2), clean water and 

sanitation (SDG 6), affordable and clean energy (SDG 7), responsible consumption and production (SDG 

12) and climate action (SDG 13). The achievement of LDN will also result in environmental and socio-

economic benefits at both national and local scales. The key national development priorities are to: (a) 

reduce poverty, (b) ensure food security, (c) create jobs, and (d) reduce inequality. Implementation of 

LDN will contribute to the achievement of these national development priorities. A leverage plan for LDN 

that explains why LDN matters, what to leverage and who to engage to create leverage has been 

developed. Main leverage opportunities identified are (i) national development programmes, (ii) country 

commitments and engagements, (iii) senior government commitment, (iv) existing national coordination 

mechanisms, (v) engagement of international development partners, and (viii) engagement of academic 

and research institutions. 

 
Baseline report 
Three global indicators of land degradation are land cover change, land productivity dynamics (LPD) and 

soil organic carbon (SOC) were used to assess the LDN baseline level of degradation in South Africa in 

2015 based on the default data provided by the UNCCD Secretariat. Forest cover declined by 1.8% 

between 2000 and 2010. In contrast, shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas increased by 0.1% 

and croplands by 0.4% during the same period. Between 2000 and 2010, 16.2% of forest showed 

declining or stressed LPD while 82.8% had either stable or increasing LPD. In sharp contrast, 35.9% of 

shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas class showed declined or stressed net LPD while 63.0% 

had either stable or increasing net LPD. For cropland, 17.0% showed declining or stressed net LPD while 

82.7% showed either stable or increasing net LPD. About 33.4% of wetlands showed declining or stressed 

net LPD while 45.9% showed either stable or increasing net LPD. The conversion of forest to cropland 

resulted in a loss of 1.4 million tons of SOC between 2000 and 2010. The loss of SOC was 0.03% nationally 

during the same period. 

 

Trends and drivers 
South Africa has experienced land degradation since the early colonial period. The ghost of history is 

evident in the South African landscape. Former homelands occupied by black South Africans are generally 

more degraded than former white commercial farming areas. Many colonial laws produced impacts that 

are visible today. The laws favoured white commercial farmers and discriminated against black farmers. 

The extensive degradation evident today may be attributed to the creation of black homelands. Any 

evaluation of drivers of land degradation that ignores the historical perspective will lead to a simplistic 

understanding of a complex problem. Proximate (direct) drivers of land degradation include over-

abstraction of water, mining, urbanization and infrastructure development, over-harvesting of natural 

resources, bush encroachment, alien invasive species and unsustainable land management. Underlying 

(indirect) drivers include high population density, market access, land tenure, poverty, decentralization 

and international policies. 

 

Legal and institutional environment 
South Africa has one of the best environmental policies in the world. The Bill of Rights’ Section 24 of the 

Constitution states that everyone has a right: (a) to an environment that is not harmful to their health or 

wellbeing; and (b) to have the environment protected for the benefit of present and future generations 
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through reasonable legislative and other measures that (i) prevent pollution and ecological degradation; 

(ii) promote conservation; and (iii) secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural 

resources while promoting justifiable economic and social development1. There are several policies that 

have major impacts on the environment. The policies fall into five categories2. The categories are: (a) 

environmental management, (b) economic growth, (c) planning, (d) departmental strategic plans, and (e) 

outlier documents. South Africa ratified the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) on 30 September 1997. The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) is responsible for 

developing the National Action Plan (NAP) in South Africa. South Africa produced its first NAP in 2004. 

The second NAP covering the period 2017-2027 is under review. 

 

LDN Targets 
Sustainable development goal 15 focuses on promoting life on land. Target 15.3 invites countries to set up 

voluntary targets to achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN) by 2030. South Africa has set national 

targets that are supplemented with sub-national and specific targets (Box 1). At the national scale, South 

Africa aims to achieve LDN by 2030 as compared to 2015 and an additional 5% of the national territory 

has improved. At the sub-national scale South Africa aims to achieve LDN in the grassland biome, thicket 

biome and renosterveld. 

 

LDN country commitment  
Government calls on national and international non-governmental stakeholders to contribute to national 
efforts to achieve LDN. The private sector institutions, international non-governmental organisations, 
local non-governmental organisations and research organisations can play important roles in achieving 
our national LDN targets. 
 
Box 1: LDN Targets for South Africa 

 
LDN at the national scale  

 LDN is achieved by 2030 as compared to 2015 and an additional 5% of the national territory has 
improved (net gain). 

LDN at the sub-national scale 
 LDN is achieved in the grassland biome by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) 
 LDN is achieved in the thicket biome by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) 

Specific targets to avoid, minimize and reverse land degradation  
 Improve productivity and SOC stocks in 6 000 000 ha of cropland by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 1 809 767 ha of “forest”3 by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 1 349 714 ha of fynbos by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 87 621 ha of thicket by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 2 436 170 ha of grassland by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 2 646 069 ha of savanna (< 5m) by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 149 877 ha of Succulent Karoo by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 528 632 ha of Nama Karoo by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 76 525 ha of desert by 2030 
 Rehabilitate 61 900 ha of wetlands by 2030, 
 Clear 1 063 897 ha of alien invasive species by 2030 
 Clear 633 702 ha of bush encroached land by 2030, and 
 Rehabilitate 350 000 ha of artificial areas by 2030. 

  

                                                           
1 Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. 1996. Chapter 2: Bill of Rights, Section 24: Environment. Page 11. 
2 DEA. 2015. National terrestrial carbon sink assessment. Pretoria, South Africa. 
3 Definition of forest follows the FAO land cover classification that includes savanna (> 5 m). 
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Leveraging LDN 
South Africa’s commitment to LDN and LDN targets 
Land degradation, biodiversity loss and climate change are interlinked global environmental problems. An 

increase in land degradation may lead to a vicious cycle of biodiversity loss and climate change4. The net 

result of these changes is a decline in the supply of ecosystem services that are essential for human well-

being5. The adoption of the 17 SDGs by the United Nations (UN) is evidence of global efforts to address 

environmental problems while attempting to improve human well-being. 

About 91% of South Africa’s landscape is dryland, which makes it susceptible to desertification, land 

degradation and droughts6. South Africa has a land area of 122 million hectares. Agricultural land makes 

up about 100 million hectares. Only 14% of agricultural land is suitable for crop production while the 

remainder is used for extensive grazing, forestry and nature conservation7. 

There has been an increase in land degradation and biodiversity loss in South Africa. More than 18% 

of natural habitat has been lost due to conversion to agriculture, unsustainable land management 

practices, mining, and urban development7. It is therefore important for South Africa to adopt the concept 

of LDN to prevent further degradation of the environment and biodiversity loss. A comprehensive LDN 

leverage plan that seeks to harness scarce resources and seek synergies with the current uncoordinated 

sectoral efforts that tackle environmental problems has been developed. 

 

Link between LDN, achieving SDGs and national development plan (NDP) 
The national development plan (NDP) and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) are the two major 

national and international policies, respectively, that guide development in South Africa. South Africa 

adopted the NDP in 2011 to guide its development path until 2030. In contrast, the United Nations’ 

Agenda 2030 adopted the SDGs in 2015. The NDP focuses on the unique challenges which South Africa 

faces such as eradicating poverty and reducing unemployment whilst the SDGs focus on global 

development goals. The alignment of the NDP and the SDGs is therefore a major challenge8. Fourie (2018)9 

suggested the adoption of the Policy Coherence for Development movement’s five guidelines to align the 

NDP and the SDGs. These are: (1) ensuring political buy-in, (2) emphasizing national development 

priorities and challenges, (3) using existing institutional structures and processes (e.g., Department of 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, Statistics South Africa (StatsSA) and the Department of International 

Relations and Cooperation), (4) taking an issue-based approach to policy coherence by suggesting 

cooperation across government departments and across sectors, and (5) government should look beyond 

the short-term and national borders when crafting policies. 

 

The implementation of the LDN targets will be achieved through South Africa’s UNCCD National Action 

Programme (NAP). The revised NAP (2017-2027) aims to achieve LDN by 2027. Achievement of LDN will 

result in benefits at multiple scales (Fig. 1). At the global scale, achievement of LDN will have positive 

effects on other SDGs besides SDG 15. It will contribute to poverty reduction (SDG 1), food security (SDG 

                                                           
4 Adeel et al. (2005). Ecosystems and Human Well-being: Desertification Synthesis. World Resources Institute, Washington, DC. 
5 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005). Ecosystems and Human Well-being. Island Press, Washington, DC. 
6 National Action Programme (2017). National Action Programme to Combat Desertification, Land Degradation and to Mitigate the Effects of 

Drought for South Africa (2017-2027). Draft Report, 59 pp. 
7 Department of Environmental Affairs (2012). The 2nd South Africa Environment Outlook. A report on the State of the Environment. Executive 

Summary. Department of Environmental Affairs, Pretoria. 60 pp. 
8
 Wits School of Governance (2016). Aligning the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to the NDP: Towards Domestication of the SDGs in South 

Africa. OR Tambo Debate Series. Debate 6, June 17, 2016, 6 pp. 
9
Fourie, W. 2018. How South Africa can align its development plan with the SDGs. The Conversation, 27 March 2018. 4 pp. 
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2), clean water and sanitation (SDG 6), affordable and clean energy (SDG 7), responsible consumption and 

production (SDG 12), and climate action (SDG 13). 

The achievement of LDN will also result in environmental and socio-economic benefits at both 
national and local scales. The key national development priorities are to: (a) reduce poverty, (b) ensure 
food security, (c) create jobs, and (d) reduce inequality. Implementation of LDN will contribute to the 
achievement of these national development priorities. 

Environmental benefits arising from the achievement of LDN include: (a) restoration of degraded 
lands, (b) improved grazing conditions, (c) ecosystem health and resilience, (d) improved supply of 
ecosystem services, (d) facilitation of a low carbon economy, and (e) increased land productivity. 

Socio-economic benefits arising from the achievement of LDN include: (a) economic gains from 
agriculture, (b) social cohesion through job creation, (c) community ownership of sustainable land-based 
projects, (d) creation of green jobs, (e) food security and water security, (f) creation of synergies between 
different sectors and stakeholders, (g) response to government priorities as highlighted in the National 
Development Plan10 and Nine-point plan, (h) carbon credits, (i) improved income, (j) increased livestock 
productivity and (k) sustainable livelihoods. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Benefits of achieving land degradation neutrality. 

 

 
Leverage opportunities identified 
There are many national initiatives aimed at addressing environmental problems (Fig. 2). Key government 

departments that have programmes that address environmental challenges include the Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA), Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), Department of 

Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR), South African National Parks (SANParks), South African 

Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS).  It is important to seek 

leverage opportunities to maximize the use of scarce resources. The major challenge is to seek innovative 

ways of bridging the current uncoordinated sectoral approaches that address land use challenges. There is 

                                                           
10 National Planning Commission. 2011. National Development Plan: Vision for 2030. 444 pp. 
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a need to adopt a social-ecological systems framework to tackle the important interconnections between 

different parts of the system to fight environmental problems11. The LDN concept is useful in promoting 

the adoption of a systems perspective to address the problem of land degradation. 

Local non-and quasi-governmental organisations such as Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), Wildlife 

and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA), Land Rehabilitation Society of Southern Africa 

(LaRSSA), South African Earth Observation Network (SAEON), Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG), 

Conservation International (South Africa), National African Farmers’ Union (NAFU), African Farmers’ 

Association of South Africa (AFASA), Agriculture South Africa (AgriSA), and Trees for Africa are playing a 

crucial role towards the fulfilment of the achievement of LDN. For example, EWT together with CSIR and 

Rhodes University are carrying out a five-year project on sustained land management which is funded by 

the Global Environmental Facility (GEF). Conservation International (South Africa) is carrying out an 

innovative stewardship programme in the grassland biome and is also championing the development of a 

programme (QGIS) for assessing the three global indicators of land degradation (i.e., land cover change, 

land productivity and soil organic carbon). 

South Africa is a signatory to several multilateral environmental agreements such as the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD), United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Ramsar Convention, regional initiatives in 

the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa 

(BRICS), SDGs, AFR100 and Maputo Declaration. Achievement of LDN will directly contribute to these 

national commitments. It is therefore vital to leverage these regional and international together with 

national initiatives to promote the achievement of LDN. 

Main leverage opportunities identified are the 

 existence of national development programmes (e.g., Comprehensive Rural Development 

Programme, Land Care programme, “Working for” programmes, 

 existing country commitments and engagements (AFR100, United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD) National Action Programme (NAP), National Climate 

Strategy, Maputo Declaration, National Biodiversity Strategy, Regional Initiatives (Southern 

African Development Community (SADC)) 

 senior government commitment (Minister of Environmental Affairs, Minister of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries, Minister of Public Works, Minister of Finance, National Planning 

Commission),  

 existing national coordination mechanisms (national Global Environment Facility (GEF), 

UNCCD National Coordinating Body (NCB), National Climate Adaptation Strategy Committee), 

 international development partners engaged in South Africa (United Nations Environment 

Programme, GEF, UNCCD, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Department for International Development (DFID), Deutsche 

Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), World Bank, World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), (vi) national and international 

non-governmental stakeholders, (BirdLife South Africa, Conservation International (South 

Africa), Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG), Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), Food and 

Trees for Africa, Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa (WESSA), (vii) private 

sector institutions (AGRI SA, Lima Rural Development Foundation (LRDF), Sugar Industry, 

Development Bank of South Africa (DBSA), Mining houses), and  

 academic and research institutions active in South Arica(universities, Agricultural Research 

Council (ARC), Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), National Research 

                                                           
11 McGinnis, M. & Ostrom, E. 2014. Social-ecological system framework: initial changes and continuing challenges. Ecology & Society, 19 (2): 30. 
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Foundation (NRF), South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), South African 

Environmental Observation Network (SAEON), and Water Research Commission). 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Organisations supporting the achievement of LDN in South Africa. Acronyms are: African Farmers’ 

Association of South Africa (AFASA), Agriculture South Africa (AgriSA), Community-based natural resource 
management (CBNRM), Conservation International South Africa (CI (SA)), Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF), Department of Environmental 
Affairs (DEA), Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR), Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS), Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG), Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), Global Environment Facility (GEF), International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), Land Rehabilitation Society of Southern Africa (LaRSSA), Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN), 
National African Farmers’ Union (NAFU), Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), South African 
Environmental Observation Network (SAEON), South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), South 
African National Parks (SANParks), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA), and World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

 

LDN working group – issues discussed and agreed upon 
The formation of the LDN National Working Group (NWG) was one of the key initial steps in the LDN 

target setting process (see Annex 1). The NWG members were drawn from a diverse group of 

stakeholders ranging from government departments, non-governmental organisations, academia, private 

sector, farmers’ organizations, international organisations to parastatals. The LDN NWG contributed to 
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and reviewed all the documents on the LDN target setting process. The documents included the leverage 

plan, baseline report of land degradation, trends and drivers of land degradation, review of the legal and 

institutional environment, government high level note, selection of degradation hotspots and LDN targets. 

The NWG will continue offering guidance and being involved in the implementation of LDN targets (see 

Annex 2). 

 

Assessing LDN 
LDN trends and drivers  
South Africa has experienced land degradation since the early colonial period. The ghost of history is 

evident in the South African landscape. Hoffman and Ashwell (2001) 12 argue that the condition of the 

South African landscape reflects past racial policies and laws. Former homelands occupied by black South 

Africans are generally more degraded than former white commercial farming areas. Hoffman and Ashwell 

(2001) give a detailed account on how colonial laws and policies influenced the patterns of land 

degradation that are evident today. Many laws during the colonial period produced impacts that are 

visible today (Fig. 3). The  

 

 
Figure 3: A timeline of colonial laws that influenced land degradation in South Africa. Textboxes above the 

timeline indicate the different laws while those below the timeline indicate the key provisions and 
main impacts of the laws. Adapted from Hoffman and Ashwell (2001). 

 
 
laws favoured white commercial farmers and discriminated against black farmers. Native reserves were 

consolidated into homelands between 1948 and 1994. The extensive degradation evident today may be 

attributed to the creation of black homelands. 

Proximate (direct) drivers are directly linked to the local land use system. In contrast, underlying 

(indirect) drivers can be local, national or global and include demographic, economic and socio-political 

circumstances. Key drivers of land degradation in South Africa are presented in Table 1. Examples of 

                                                           
12 Hoffman, T. and Ashwell. 2001. Nature divided: land degradation in South Africa. University of Cape Town, 168 pp. 
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proximate drivers include over-harvesting, mining, unsustainable land management, invasive alien 

species, bush encroachment, over-grazing, land cover change and pollution. Underlying drivers include 

high population density, poverty, land tenure, international policies, lack of market access and 

decentralization. To be effective, the LDN programme should address both direct and indirect drivers of 

land degradation. 

 

Table 1: Proximate and underlying drivers of land degradation. Adapted from Nkonya et al. (2016). 13. 

 

Proximate (direct) drivers Underlying (indirect) drivers 

Driver Example of causality Driver Example of causality 

Over-abstraction of 
water 

 Major challenge in dryland areas 
High population 
density 

 May lead to increased pressure on 
land – common problem in former 
homelands 

Mining 
 Many areas affected by pollution 
 Exploration of natural gas in Karoo 

major future threat 
Market access 

 Reduced livestock offtake may lead 
to overgrazing 

Urbanization and 
infrastructure 
development 

 Major challenge in dryland areas Land tenure 
 Insecure tenure may lead to 

adoption of unsustainable land 
management practices 

Overharvesting 
 Examples are overgrazing and 

overharvesting of fuelwood 
Poverty 

 Vicious cycle between poverty and 
land degradation: poverty may 
lead to land degradation while 
land degradation may lead to 
poverty 

Bush encroachment 
 Common problem especially on 

commercial farms 

Access to 
agricultural 
extension 
services 

 Lack of access to improved 
technologies 

Alien invasive 
species 

 Several invasive species in country 
adversely affecting biodiversity and 
supply of ecosystem services 

Decentralization 

 Lack of decentralization could lead 
to poor enforcement of bylaws and 
other regulations resulting in poor 
governance 

Topography 
(natural) 

 Steep slopes vulnerable to water 
induced erosion 

International 
policies 

 May lead to unsustainable land 
management that through farming 
practices that focus on a single 
commodity or profits 

Land cover change 
 Conversion of forest, rangelands, 

woodlands, grasslands and shrublands 
to cropland 

  

Climate (natural) 

 Dry hot areas prone to naturally 
occurring fires which may lead to 
erosion 

 Drought may reduce plant cover 

  

Soil erodibility 
(natural) 

 Soils with high silt or sodium content 
naturally prone to erosion 

 Duplex soils prone to erosion 
  

Unsustainable land 
management 

 Land clearing, overgrazing, cultivation 
on steep slopes, soil nutrient mining 

  

Pollution of land and 
water sources 

 Heavy metals in effluent from mines   

Infrastructure 
development 

 Transport and earth-moving equipment 
such as trucks and tractors could lead to 
soil compaction 

  

Several studies have been done in South Africa to assess the extent of land degradation. These include 

Hoffman et al. (1999)14, the Land degradation Assessment in Dryland Areas (LADA) study (Lindeque and 

                                                           
13 Nkonya et al. (2016) define proximate drivers as biophysical factors and unsustainable land management practices, and underlying drivers as 

social, economic and institutional factors that lead to unsustainable land management practices 
14 Hoffman et al. 1999. Land degradation in South Africa. Unpublished report. National Botanical Institute, Cape Town. 
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Koegelenberg, 2015) 15, National Terrestrial Carbon Sink Assessment (DEA, 2015)16, Green House Gas 

emissions baselines for the agriculture, forestry, fisheries and other land use (AFOLU) sector (DEA, 

2016)17 and Drylands and Drought Project (ARC, 2016)18. Not all the studies looked at the three global 

indicators that are used to assess LDN. However, the studies generally agree with the trends as per the 

LDN indicators. The three indicators that are used for assessing trends in land degradation are land cover 

change, land productivity (metric: net primary productivity) and carbon stocks above and below ground 

(metric: SOC). The indicators are complemented as needed by nationally relevant indicators (e.g., bush 

encroachment and alien invasive species) and other available information. 

 

LDN institutional and legal environment  
South Africa has a population of 56.3 million. It is one of the most unequal societies in the world due to 

past apartheid policies that impoverished the majority black population. The major national development 

priorities are to reduce poverty, unemployment and inequality19. These national development imperatives 

have resulted in recent calls for radical economic transformation and accelerated land reform. 

Agricultural development, green jobs and rural development are seen as key strategies for achieving these 

national development priorities by 2030. It is therefore clear that sustainable development goal 15 that 

focusses on life on land and target 15.3 that aims at achieving land degradation neutrality by 2030 will 

come to the fore in national development programmes. 

South Africa has one of the best environmental policies in the world. The Bill of Rights’ Section 24 of 

the Constitution states that everyone has a right: (a) to an environment that is not harmful to their health 

or wellbeing; and (b) to have the environment protected for the benefit of present and future generations 

through reasonable legislative and other measures that (i) prevent pollution and ecological degradation; 

(ii) promote conservation; and (iii) secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural 

resources while promoting justifiable economic and social development20. There are several policies that 

have major impacts on the environment. 

The Department of Environmental Affairs (2015)21 gives an excellent detailed review of the policies 

that influence the environment. Key policies that have an impact on the environment fall into five 

categories (Fig. 4). The first category consists of policies focusing on environmental management. 

Examples include the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) and its associated policies (e.g., 

Biodiversity Act, Protected Areas Act, Air Quality Act) and strategies, the National Forest Act, the 

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act (CARA) and the Disaster management policies. The second 

category consists of presidential policies that focus on economic growth given South Africa’s challenges 

with unemployment, inequality and poverty. These include the National Development Plan (NDP), the 

New Growth Path (NGP), the Medium Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) and the Industrial Policy Action 

Plan (IPAP). 

The third category consists of the planning policies. These provide guidelines for land use change and 

they also mediate between competing land uses21. The fourth category consists of Departmental Strategic 

Plans. These tend to align with mandates from the presidential policies (e.g., the Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) strategic plans) 21. The fifth category consists of outlier 

                                                           
15 Lindeque, G.H.L. & Koegelenberg, F.A. 2015. Perceptions on land degradation and current responses to land degradation problems in South 

Africa. Local Municipality Fact Sheet Series. Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Pretoria.  
16 DEA (2015). National terrestrial carbon sink assessment. Pretoria, South Africa. 
17 DEA (2016). Towards the development of a GHG emissions baseline for the agriculture, forestry and other land use (AFOLU) sector in South 

Africa. Pretoria, South Africa. 
18 ARC (2016). Final Report: Phase 1 of the Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought Land Cover Mapping Impact Indicator of the UNCCD. 

130 pp. 
19National Planning Commission. 2011. National Development Plan: Vision for 2030. 444 pp. 
20 Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. 1996. Chapter 2: Bill of Rights, Section 24: Environment. Page 11. 
21 DEA. 2015. National terrestrial carbon sink assessment. Pretoria, South Africa. 
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documents such as the strategic plan for the environmental sector and the national sustainable 

development strategy and action plan21. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4: An overview of the key policies influencing natural resources. Source: DEA (2015). Acronyms are 
CARA: Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act; DAFF: Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries; MTSF: Medium Term Strategic Framework; NDP: National Development Plan; NEMA: 
National Environmental Management Act; NGP: New Growth Path; IPAP: Industrial Policy Action Plan. 

 

LDN baseline 
The average value across the baseline period (t0) was assessed for each of the three global indicators of 

land degradation using the global default data provided by the UNCCD Secretariat. National data sources 

that were available did not assess the three LDN indicators concurrently per given land cover type. A 

retrospective trend analysis assessed changes in the value of the indicators over a 10-15 year assessment 

period prior to the current condition (i.e., 2000-2015). The indicators are complementary rather than 

additive. They were analysed separately. However, land cover, while being an important indicator in its 

own right, is also used to stratify the other two indicators. Land degradation is generally considered to 

occur when: (a) land productivity shows a significant negative trend, or (b) SOC shows a significant 

negative trend, or (c) negative land cover change occurs, and or a negative change occurs in another 

nationally relevant indicator. 

Changes in land cover may be positive or negative. Some critical transitions are negative, for instance 

those: (a) from natural or semi-natural land cover classes to cropland or settlements, (b)from forest land 

to other land cover classes (i.e., deforestation), and (c) as well as those from natural or semi-natural land 

cover classes and cropland to settlements (i.e., urbanisation). 
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Between 2000 and 2010, 16.2% of forest showed declining or stressed land productivity dynamics 

while 82.8% had either stable or increasing land productivity dynamics (Table 2). In sharp contrast, 

35.9% of shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas class showed declined or stressed LPD while 

63.0% had either stable or increasing LPD. For cropland, 17.0% showed declining or stressed LPD while 

82.7% showed either stable or increasing LPD. About 33.4% of wetlands showed declining or stressed 

LPD while 45.9% showed either stable or increasing LPD. The conversion of forest to cropland resulted in 

a loss of 1.4 million tons of SOC between 2000 and 2010. The loss of SOC was 0.03% nationally during the 

same period. 
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Table 2: National basic default data using the LDN indicators framework (LDN baseline as per default data). 
 
Land Use/Cover Category Area 

(2000) 
Area 
(2010) 

Net 
area 
change 
(2000-
2010) 

Net land productivity dynamics (Net LPD)** (sq. km) Soil 
organic 
carbon 
(2000)** 

Sq. km* Sq. km Sq. km Declining Early 
signs of 
decline 

Stable 
but 
stressed 

Stable 
not 
stressed 

Increasing No 
Data*** 

ton/ha 

1- Forest 104774 102859 -1914 1721 4155 10800 33388 51790 1006 59.1 

2- Shrubs, grasslands and sparsely 
vegetated areas 

833699 834570 871 110437 130042 59256 465214 60284 9337 29.2 

3- Croplands 251778 252821 1043 7623 18822 16605 134860 74220 692 47.6 

4- Wetlands and water bodies 4436 4436 0 736 338 409 2006 30 917 17.4 

5- Artificial areas 13781 13781 0 1429 2110 1079 7706 1349 108 44.4 

6- Bare land and other areas 10625 10625 0 527 709 548 7164 51 1626 12.8 

SOC average (ton/ha)          35.6 

Percent of total land area    10% 13% 7% 53% 15% 1%  

Total (sq. km) 1219091 1219091 0 122473 156176 88697 650339 187724 13684  

 
 
 
Changing Land Use/Cover Category Net land productivity dynamics (Net LPD) trend 2000-2010 (sq. km) 

Declining Early 
signs of 
decline 

Stable but 
stressed 

Stable not 
stressed 

Increasing  Total 

Forest to Cropland 15 61 141 358 458 1035 

Forest to Shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas 50 304 134 200 181 868 
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Changing Land Use/Cover Category Net area 
change 
(2000-
2010) 

Soil organic carbon 0 - 30 cm (2000-2010) 

Sq. km 2000 
ton/ha 

2010 
ton/ha 

2000 total 
(ton) 

2010 total 
(ton)**** 

2000-2010 
loss (ton) 

Forest to Cropland 1043 61.7 48.6 6438042 5070492 -1367550 

Forest to Shrubs, grasslands and sparsely vegetated areas 871 46.4 46.4 4045986 4045986 0 

        

Total 1914   10484028 9116478 -1367550 

Percent loss total SOC stock (country)      -0.03 

       

(*) sq. km. stands for square kilometre or km2. To convert sq. km to hectares (ha) x100.    

(**)  Values for Net LPD and SOC are only for areas where Land Use/Cover is unchanged from 2000-2010.   

(***) 'No Data' includes snow, ice, desert areas, water bodies and missing pixels     

(****) Change in SOC due to changing Land Use/Cover derived from IPCC Good Practice Guidance for LULUCF (2006).  

(*****) The areas corresponding to marine and other major international water bodies are excluded as out of LDN TSP scope which concerns 
degradation on terrestrial ecosystems only.  
Wetlands and smaller sweet water bodies are included as they are an integral part of the surrounding terrestrial areas that deliver the corresponding 
ecosystem services. 
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Setting LDN targets 
LDN targets 
Global estimates indicate that 25% of all land is highly degraded with 36% slightly or moderately 
degraded. Increases in land degradation may lead to a vicious cycle of biodiversity loss and climate 
change22. About 91% of South Africa is dryland. The country is therefore prone to land degradation and 
droughts. 

South Africa ratified the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in September 
1997. Signatory countries are required to produce national action programmes (NAP) to combat land 
degradation. South Africa produced its first NAP in 2004. The second NAP is under review. The LDN TSP 
will complement the NAP. 

We used the best available knowledge including the LDN baseline to set ambitious and aspirational 
yet realistic national LDN targets. The targets are broad, clear, time-bound and measurable. They focus on 
what the country wants to achieve in terms of halting and reversing land degradation and restoring 
degraded lands through a wide range of possible measures (Table 3). 

Through the LDN targets, South Africa aims to achieve a balance between anticipated land 
degradation (losses) and planned positive actions (gains), in order to achieve, at least, a position of no net 
loss of healthy and productive land. Neutrality is the minimum objective. South Africa has set LDN targets 
at national scale with ambition to reach LDN for the entire country taking into account all LDN indicators. 

The national targets are supplemented with sub-national and specific targets. Specific targets have 
been set for the grassland biome, thicket biome and renosterveld because they are under severe threat of 
land degradation. These vegetation types represent degradation “hotspots” and are a high-value priority 
in achieving LDN. Areas invaded by alien species and those that are under bush encroachment will also be 
targeted for clearing and rehabilitation. 

 
 

Box 2: LDN Targets for South Africa 

 

 
LDN at the national scale  

 LDN is achieved by 2030 as compared to 2015 and an additional 5% of the national territory has 
improved (net gain). 

LDN at the sub-national scale 
 LDN is achieved in the grassland biome by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) 
 LDN is achieved in the thicket biome by 2030 as compared to 2015 (no net loss) 

Specific targets to avoid, minimize and reverse land degradation  
 Improve productivity and SOC stocks in 6 000 000 ha of cropland by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 1 809 767 ha of “forest”23 by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 1 349 714 ha of fynbos by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 87 621 ha of thicket by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 2 436 170 ha of grassland by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 2 646 069 ha of savanna (< 5m) by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 149 877 ha of Succulent Karoo by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 528 632 ha of Nama Karoo by 2030 
 Rehabilitate and sustainably manage 76 525 ha of desert by 2030 
 Rehabilitate 61 900 ha of wetlands by 2030, 
 Clear 1 063 897 ha of alien invasive species by 2030 
 Clear 633 702 ha of bush encroached land by 2030, and 
 Rehabilitate 350 000 ha of artificial areas by 2030. 

 

                                                           
22 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005). Ecosystems and Human Well-being. Island Press, Washington, DC. 
23 Definition of forest follows the FAO land cover classification that includes savanna (> 5 m). 
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The proposed time horizon for the achievement of LDN targets is the year 2030 in order to align to the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SDG target 15.3). All the targets were validated by the 
national LDN working group and endorsed on behalf of Government by the late Minister of Environmental 
Affairs (Dr B.E.E. Molewa) and adopted by the National Coordinating Body (which oversees the 
implementation of the UNCCD NAP). Relevant stakeholder groups were involved in the LDN target setting 
process through the LDN national working group in order to ensure ownership and to evaluate trade-offs 
early on in the planning process. The LDN targets are being integrated into existing environmental, 
agricultural, infrastructure and overall development policies and plans, including UNCCD NAP, NDC, SDGs 
and restoration targets. The targets will become an essential component of integrated land-use planning. 
 

Associated measures to achieve LDN 
The measures to achieve LDN are highlighted in Table 3. They focus on avoiding degradation, minimizing 

degradation and restoring degraded land. The measures include sustainable land management practices 

such as improved grazing management practices, erosion control, control of alien invasive species, 

stewardship programmes, control of bush encroachment, conservation agriculture, agroforestry practices, 

rehabilitation, effective use of fire to suppress bush thickening and waste management. 
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Table 3: Target setting summary for South Africa. 

 
 

Negative trends1 Area (km2) Corrective measures 
LDN target2 

Area 
(km2) 

Time 
(year) 

Forest4 showing declining productivity and 
stable and not stressed  

50 064 

 Improved grazing management 
 Erosion control 
 Afforestation 
 Forest protection 
 Sand dune stabilization 
 Reforestation with local species 

-18 097.67 2030 

Shrubs, grassland and sparsely vegetated areas 
showing early signs of decline and having a 
declining productivity 

240 479 

 SLM practices to avoid overgrazing 
 SLM practices to avoid soil erosion 
 Control of alien invasive species 
 Control bush encroachment 
 Rehabilitation of degraded areas (through economic 

incentives) 
 Introduce stewardship programmes 

 
-72 746.08 

2030 

Cropland showing declining productivity and 
early signs of decline 

60 000 

 SLM such as conservation agriculture and mulching 
 Manuring, composting and nutrient management 
 Crop rotations 
 Use agroforestry practices to improve cropland 

productivity 

-60 000   2030 

Wetlands showing early signs of decline and 
declining productivity 

1074 
 SLM practices to avoid overgrazing 
 Rehabilitation 

-619 2030 

Artificial areas 3539 
 Waste management  
 Storm water control 
 Establishing vegetation strips and cover 

-3500 2030 
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 Water quality improvement 

Alien invasive species(e.g., Prosopsis species) 15106 

 Clearance of invasive species and promote 
establishment of local species 

 Rehabilitation after clearing of alien vegetation to 
avoid soil erosion and re-colonization by alien species 

-10 638.97 2030 

Bush encroachment3 57194 

 Bush clearing under “ Working for” programmes in 
the Department of Environmental Affairs and 
SANParks 

 Rehabilitation of old cultivated lands 
 Improved grazing management 
 Effective use of fire to suppress bush thickening 

-6 337.02 2030 

 

1NB: Estimates of negative trends obtained from global data set. 
2Lehman Lindeque, Dr George Chirima, DAFF (Ms Lydia Bosoga and Mr Klaas Mampholo), DEA (Mr M Braack), SANBI (Mr A. Skowno and Dr M. Tau), North West University (Prof. Klaus 
Kellner), Nelson Mandela University (Prof. Vincent Kakembo), DAFF (Limpopo Province), Conservation International (South Africa) (Dr H-J Hawkins and Dr S Frazee) and SANParks (Dr 
Claire Ntshane, Mr Ernest Daemane and Dr M Masubelele) provided LDN target data. Comments from other members of the LDN National Working Group and other stakeholders are 
gratefully acknowledged. 
3Andrew Skowno et al. 2017. Global Change Biology, 23: 2358-2369. This is likely to be an underestimate of the extent of bush encroachment as it focuses on grassland replaced by 
woodland. It does not include thickening of woody biomass in other biomes. 
4NB: Definition of forest follows the FAO land cover classification that includes savanna. 
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Achieving LDN 
Leverage already achieved 
South Africa has enacted several laws and policies aimed at preventing land degradation24. 

Furthermore, the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF), Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA) and South African National Parks (SANParks) have mandates to 

promote the conservation and sustainable management of natural resources. LandCare is one of 

DAFF’s flagship programmes that focusses on sustainable land management (SLM) and 

restoration and rehabilitation of degraded areas. The key components of the LandCare 

programme include soil care, water care, veld care, conservation agriculture and junior care. In 

addition, the Department of Environmental Affairs and SANParks have several programmes that 

focus on the ecological infrastructure in the country. These include the Working for Forests, 

Working for Ecosystems, Working for the Coast, Working for Water, Working for Land, Working 

for Wetlands, Working on Fire and Working on Waste. These programmes involve partnerships 

with local communities and other government departments such as the Department of 

Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries, and Department and Water and Sanitation (DWS). The 

programmes have contributed to both job creation and sustainable natural resource management 

and restoration and rehabilitation of degraded areas. 

The UNCCD National Focal Point (NFP) in collaboration with the National Coordinating Body 

(NCB) and the LDN National Working Group (NWG) will oversee the implementation and 

coordination of the adopted national LDN targets until 2030. Some members of the NWG are also 

members of the NCB. The national LDN targets programme will be implemented under South 

Africa’s UNCCD National Action Plan (NAP) from 2017 to 2027. 

Partners contributing to the NAP consist of key national and provincial departments, public 

entities, private sector, research and scientific institutions, farming organizations and Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and international organizations that fight desertification, 

land degradation and drought (DLDD). Desertification, land degradation and drought cut across 

the mandates of different sectors such as water, environment, biodiversity conservation, 

agriculture, soil and economy. 

 

LDN transformative projects and programmes opportunities identified 
Several transformative projects and programmes have been identified. Major ones include: 

 The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) programmes on 

sustainable land management that include the internationally recognized LandCare 

programme. 

 The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) ecological infrastructure programmes 

under the banner of the “Working for Programmes”. One of the internationally renowned 

ones is the Working for Water programme which has contributed both to biodiversity 

conservation and green jobs nationally. 

 Conservation International (South Africa) has started an exciting and innovative Meat 

Naturally Programme in the grassland biome to increase cattle off-take from the 

smallholder sector thereby contributing to a reduction in overgrazing, improved human 

livelihoods and biodiversity conservation. 

 The GEF 5 Sustainable Land Management project in the Karoo, Olifants and Eastern Cape 

is a five-year project that started last year. This is an exciting project that focuses on  

                                                           
24 Gambiza. 2017. Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) legal and institutional environment. 29 pp 
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conservation agriculture, improved grazing management, rehabilitation of degraded land, 

development of carbon markets, biodiversity conservation and building human capacity. 

 The South African National Parks (SANParks) stewardship and protected area 

programmes play an important role in addressing biodiversity conservation, sustainable 

land management and human livelihoods through eco-tourism and green jobs. 

 

Conclusions 
The LDN target setting programme has resulted in major achievements and lessons. The key 

achievements are listed below. 

1. The establishment of a diverse and functional national working group (NWG) under the 

guidance of the National Focal Point has been one of the major highlights. This has 

harnessed national expertize and efforts on DLDD. The net long-term benefit of the NWG 

will be a focussed and systematic approach to DLDD issues in the country. 

2. The partnership between the public and private sectors through the NWG and the UNCCD 

NAP will focus resources on key LDN issues. For example, mining is a major economic 

activity in the country yet its environmental footprint is a major driver of land 

degradation. It is therefore vital that the public and private sectors work together to 

promote sustainable development goals. The partnership will address the key national 

grand challenges that the National Development Plan is targeting (i.e., reducing poverty, 

unemployment and inequality). 

3. The formulation of the national LDN targets resulted in the buy-in of the LDN conceptual 

framework by key stakeholders. Several key government departments (e.g., DEA, DAFF, 

DWS, SANParks, SANBI, DRDLR and SAEON), NGOs and the private sector (e.g., FAO, GEF, 

academia, farmers’ organizations) are working together to achieve the national LDN 

targets. 

4. The annual LDN targets work plan identifies key stakeholders’ contributions to the LDN 

targets. This will assist in the monitoring and evaluation of the LDN TSP. A national 

workshop to discuss the LDN targets work plan will be held in Pretoria on 17 August 

2018. 

5. Key documents on land degradation and LDN target setting programme were produced. 

These will offer important insights into how the LDN targets can be implemented and 

monitored for adaptive management of natural resources. 

6. Incorporation of LDN principles into the operational mandates of key government 

departments such as DEA, DAFF, SANParks and DRDLR will reduce the “silo” mode of 

operation of public departments. This will help to utilize scarce national resources to 

address the national problem of land degradation. 

7. The integration of LDN targets programme into the UNCCD NAP will contribute to the 

achievement of LDN beyond 2030. This will therefore improve the future sustainability of 

the LDN programme. 

8. Incorporation of members of the NWG into the NCB for the UNCCD NAP will contribute to 

the alignment of the LDN action plan and the NAP. 
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The major lessons from the LDN TSP included the following: 

1. Regular meetings of the NWG and key stakeholders kept the LDN target setting 

programme in the limelight. This enabled stakeholders to buy-in into the concept of LDN 

which resonated with their different organizations’ developmental agendas and SDGs. 

2. It was important to expand the number of members of the NWG in order to include the 

voices of different key stakeholders. This increased the legitimacy of the NWG. 

3. The National Focal Point (NFP) was vital in the development of the LDN targets 

programme. The office of the NFP should continue beyond the time horizon of the LDN 

TSP (i.e., 2030). It can no longer be afforded to do business as usual where different 

organizations do not know what others are doing. 

4. Collaboration among the public, private, international and local non-governmental 

organizations was vital because land degradation is a wicked problem that requires 

inputs from different partners. 

5. A major lesson was the importance of housing the national focal points for the three Rio-

conventions (UNCCD, UNFCCC and UNCBD) in one government department. This 

strengthened South Africa’s efforts to address coupled and interlinked global 

environmental problems (land degradation, biodiversity loss, climate change and 

pollution). 

6. Dissemination and access to information on DLDD and LDN is vital. Although, key 

documents were emailed to all key stakeholders, some partners claimed their colleagues 

had not shared the documents and information with them. It is therefore vital to establish 

a website where all the key information and resources (documents) on LDN can be 

accessed by the public. 

7. There was a continual turnover of participants to stakeholder meetings. Some attendees 

had limited knowledge of the LDN TSP conceptual framework and other key documents 

that had been produced. Establishment of a website will address this challenge. 

8. Involvement of academia was extremely important for the LDN TSP by providing “quality” 

control whilst stakeholders provided “reality” control. This led to a win-win scenario 

through academics sharing cutting edge knowledge and conducting stakeholder-driven 

research agendas. 

9. Other key government departments (Statistics South Africa, (StatsSA)) and local 

municipalities will need to play a more active role in the reporting and monitoring of LDN 

targets and implementation of LDN in integrated national development plans (IDPs), 

respectively. StatsSA and local municipalities are legally required to produce national 

reports and produce five-year IDPs, respectively. It is vital that both institutions embrace 

the LDN conceptual framework to strengthen their mandates. 
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ANNEXS 
 

Annex 1: Workshops Held During the Development of National LDN Targets 
 

Workshops 

1. LDN pre-inception meeting was held on 26 January 2017. The purpose of this meeting was 

to introduce the LDN TSP to the stakeholders and also come up with the strategies on how the 

process will unfold. 

 

2. The National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop was held on 17 March 2017. The main 

purpose of this workshop was to discuss the LDN Leverage Plan; LDN Baseline; Land 

Degradation Drivers and Trends as well as the Institutional and Policy Environment 

documents. At this meeting, it was agreed that there is a need to constitute the LDN National 

Working Group (NWG) that will oversee the process of establishing targets and indicators. The 

roles/tasks of the LDN NWG included the following amongst others:  

 represent stakeholders at national level;  

 identify key stakeholders and resource persons relevant for LDN TSP;  

 review and endorse national LDN target setting roadmap; and 

 review and validate reports related to LDN target setting, including national LDN 

baselines, land degradation trends and drivers as well as the LDN targets and their 

associated measures. 

 

Membership of the LDN NWG was drawn from the National Action Programme (NAP) contributing 

partners, that is, the national and provincial departments (for instance, the national land use planning, 

agriculture, environment, forestry, trade, statistics, finance); private sector (e.g., farmers’ 

organizations, trade unions, mining, land based companies, energy); academic and research 

organizations; non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and development partners (national and 

international). This working group is coordinated by Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA). 

 

3. The LDN National Working Group workshop held on 05 June 2017. The aim of this 

workshop was to develop the preliminary targets for the country. At this meeting, draft 

preliminary targets which were developed by the country consultant appointed by the UNCCD 

Secretariat were presented for comments and inputs by various stakeholders. 

 

4. The national stakeholder consultation meeting held on 31 January 2018. The main aim of 

this meeting was to finalise the developed LDN preliminary targets and to validate the targets 

by various stakeholders including the NCB. The LDN transformative projects were also 

discussed. 
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Annex 2: National Working Group (NWG) 
 

Members of the LDN NWG were drawn from the following organizations: 

 National and Provincial Departments (e.g. national land use planning, agriculture, 

environment, forestry, trade, statistics, finance); 

 Private sector (e.g. farmer organizations, trade unions, mining, land-based companies, energy); 

 Academic and research organizations; 

 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 

 Development partners (national and international). 

 

NWG members’ names and organizations: 

1. Mr Klass Mampholo – Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF): Sustainable 

Land Management Unit; 

2. Ms Mahuma Ramashala – Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA): Environmental 

Protection and Infrastructure Programmes; 

3. Mr Michael Braack – DEA:-Natural Resources Management Programmes 

4. Mr Richard Selemela – Limpopo Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 

(LDARD):Natural Resources Management Unit; 

5. Professor Klaus Kellner – University of North West; 

6. Professor Vincent Kakembo – Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University; 

7. Dr Johannes Chirima – Agricultural Research Council; 

8. Ms Thizwilondi Rambau – DEA-UNCCD National Focal Point; 

9. Dr Claire Ntshane – SANParks-Science Policy Interface; 

10. Dr Graham von Maltitz – Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR): Natural 

Resources Management; 

11. Mr Noel Oettle – Environmental Monitoring Group (an NGO); 

12. Professor Heinrich Reinhard Beckdahl – University of Kwazulu Natal and Eswatini University; 

13. Mr Lehman Lindeque – United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and GEF 5 SLM 

Project Manager; 

14. Mr Barney Kgope – DEA: Acting Chief Director Biodiversity Planning and Management; 

15. Dr Andrew Skowno – South Africa National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI): Biodiversity 

Monitoring; 

16. Mr Enock Magezi Mhlanga – Department of Rural Development and Land Reform 

(DRDLR):Environmental Planning Services; 

17. Mr Reginald Mabalane – Chamber of Mines 

18. Dr Mgquba Smangele – Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS): Climate Change 

19. Dr Tim O’Connor – South African Environmental Observation Network (SAEON); 

20. Dr Lewis Hove – Food and Agriculture Organization; 

21. Mr Pieter Williamson – Anglo-American 

22. Dr Heidi-Jayne Hawkins – Conservation International (South Africa) 
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Meetings of NWG 

The national focal point largely communicated with members of the NWG via email. Face to face 

meetings were also held on the dates shown below. 

 

 

Date of meeting Main topic for discussion Comments 

17 March 2017  Discussion of the LDN 
Leverage Plan, LDN Baseline, 
Land Degradation Drivers and 
Trends and the Institutional 
and Policy Environment 
documents. 

 Discussed the constitution of 
the NWG and its duties 

The importance of the NWG 
in the implementation of the 
LDN target setting 
programme was 
emphasized. 

05 June 2017 Review of the preliminary LDN 
targets 

Members of NWG and other 
key stakeholders gave 
inputs to the preliminary 
LDN targets. 

31 January 2018 Finalization of LDN targets The NWG, National 
Coordinating Body of 
UNCCD and other 
stakeholders validated the 
preliminary LDN targets and 
final targets were endorsed. 
The LDN transformative 
projects were also 
discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 


