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D:1PLElm:NTATIONOF GENERAL ASSEMB~}' RESOLUTION 3337 (XXIX):
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION TO 'COMBATIESERTIFICATION

Note b:(the Executi ve~Director

1. The Governing Council, in its capacity as the intergovernmental
prepa.ratory body for the United Nations Conference on Desertification,
is invited to consider the attached Draft Provisional Rules of Procedure
for the Conference. If they are agreed to by the Governing Counoil,
they will be presented to the Conference for adoption under item 2
of its provisional agenda.;

2. The Executive Director wishes to drah' attenti~n to rule 45 of the
draft provisional rules ()f procedure which includes Arabic among the werking
languages of the Conference. Should the Governing Council agree with this
proposal, itmaywish to recommend to the General Assembly at its thirty-f'irst~
session that it authorize such inclusibn.

.Na.75-2324
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Chapter I

REPRESENTATI017 AND CRElENTIALS

Composition of delegations

Rule 1

The delegation of each State participating in the Conference shall
consist of the head of delegation and no more than two other accredite~
representatives and such alterhate representatives and advisers as may
be required.

Alternates or advisers

Rule 2

An alternate representative or an adviser may act as a representative
upon designation by the head of delegation. {j

Suboission of credentials

Rule 3

The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate
representatives and advisers shall be sUIJmitted to t:le Secr~tary-General
of the Conference before the c~te fixed for the opening of" the Conference.
Credentials shallbe issued either by the Head of State or Government
or by the llinister for Foreign Affairs.

Credentials Committee

Rul e L!-

A Credentials Co~~ittee shall be appointed at the beginning of the
Conference. Its composition sh~ll be based on that of the Credentials
Committee of the General Assem'ul;'l at its thirty-first regular session.
It shall examine the credenti~ls of representat"i ves and report to the
Conference Hi thout c':.elay.

Provisional p~rticipation in the Conference

Rule 5

PendiDg a decision of the Conference UPO;1their credentials I

representatives shall ~)e entitled to participate provisionally in t:le
Conference.

--- - - -- - - -- ----
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Chapter II

OFFICERS

Election

Rule6

The Conference shall elect the following officers: a President,

,10more than 30 Vice-Presidel1t~, a Rapporteur-General and the Chairmen
of the COIIliIlittee arid other ses'sional bodies established in accordance

with rule 41. Each Committee ~1d other sessional body shall elect
its O\~1Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur.

President

Rule 7 "..". .

The President shall be responsiblefor the general conductof business
in the plenary meetings of the Conference. The President, in the exercise
of his functions; remains under the authority of the Conference.

AQting President

Rule 8
--

In case of absence from a meeting or any part thereof, the President

shall designate a Vice-President,,'to take his place. A Vice-President
acting as President shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

The President shall not vote

~le 9
The Presi~ent, or Vice-Presi~ent acting as President, shall not

vote, but may appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his

place.
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Chapter III

SECREl'ARIAT

Rule 10

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, or the Secretary-General
of the Conference, shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the
Conference, its committees and other sessional bodies. Either may
designate a member of the S~cretariat to act in hisoplace at these meetings.

Rule 11

The Secretary-General of the Uni tOed Nations or the Secretdj.y-General
of the Conference, or any member of the oSecretariat designated by
either for that purpose, may mal<:eoo£tOat~mentsconcerni!1g an;)' question
under consideration.

Ru.le1 2
<I. .

The Secretary-General of the Conference shall direct the staff
required by the Conference.

Rul e 13

The Secretariat shall be responsible for translating, reproducing
and distributing the official docwnents, reports ~1d resolutions of the
Conference, °its committees and other sessional bodies i 0 interpreting
speechesmadeooat the meetings; keeping sound recordings of the public
meetings of the Conference , its committees and ot~"er sessional bodies i
having the custody and preservation of the documents in the archives of
the United Nations; publishing the report of the Conferencej and,
generally, performing all other work which the Conference may require.

- - - - - - -- - -- -- -- - -
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Chapter IV

CONIUCT OF BUSINESS

Quorum
I

Rul e 14

A quorum
of the States

shall be constituted when representatives of a majority
participating in,the Conferenc.e are present.

General powers of the President

Rule 15

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere
by these rules, the President shall declare tbe opening and. closing
of each plenary meeting of the Conference; direct the discussions
at such meetingsi accord the right to speak; put questions to the
vote and announce decisions. The President shall rule on points of
order and, subject to these rules of procedure, have complete control
of the proceedings and over the maintenance of order thereat. The
President may propose to the Conference the limitation of time to be
allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each representative
may spea~( on any question, the closure of the list of speakers or the
closure of the debate. The President may also propose the suspension
or the adjournment of the debate on any question under discussion.

Speeches

Rul e 16

No person may address the Conference without having previously
obtained the permission of the President. Subject to rules 17 and 18
the President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify
their desire to speak. The President may call a speaker to order if
his remarks are not relevant to the subject w1der discussion.

Precedence

Rule 17

The Chairman or Rapporteur of a committee or other sessional body
may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusions
arrived at by the co~~ittee or sessional body concerned.

--------
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Points of order

Rule 18

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to

a point of order, and the point of order sllall be immediately decided

\ by the President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A
representative may appeal ~gainst the ruling of the President. The _ '"

appeal shall be immediately put to the vote and the President's ruling

shall stand unless overruled oy a majority of the representatives present

and voting. A representative rising to a point of order may not spe~c
on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Time-limit on speeches

Rule 19

~le Conference may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker

and the number of times each representative may speak on any quest~on.
\llienthe debate is limited and a representative has spoken his allotted

times the President shall call him to order without delay.

Closing of list of speakers

Rule 20

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list

of spe~cers and, with the consent of the Conference, declare the list

closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any representative
if a speech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this
desirable.

Adjournment of debate

Rul e 21

During the discussion of any matter, a repres~ntative may move the

adjou~~ent of the debate on the question under discussion. In addition

to the proposer of the motion, one representative oay spe~c in favour of,

and one against, the motio~, after which the motion shall immediately
be put to tbe vote. '.

Closure of debate

Rule 22

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on

the C'Uestion under discussionl "llletheror not any other representative

has signified. his wish to spea~:::.Fe}'j;)issionto speak on the closure of

the debate shall be accorded only to th'O ~peakers opposing the closure,

after \-lhichthe motion shall immediately be put to the vo"'e. If the

Conference is in favour of the closure, the President shall declare the
closure of the debate.

- - --- -- -- -
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Suspension or adjournment of the meeting

Rule23

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the

suspension or the adjourThuent of the meeting. Such motion shall not be
debated, but shall immediately be put to the vote.

Order of procedural motions

Rule24

Subject to rule 18; the following motions shall have precedence

over all other proposals or motions before the meeting, and shall be put
to the vote in the following order regardless of the order of their
submission:

Proposals and amendments

Rule 25-

Proposals and amendments shall normally be submitted in writing

and presented to the Secretary-General of the Conference who shall

circulate copies to the delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall

be discussed or put to the vote at any meeting of the Conference unless

copies of it have been circulated in all languages of the Conference

not later than the day preceding the meeting. The President may, however,

permit the disc~ssion and consideration of proposals or amendments
even thOtlgh these proposals or amendments have not been circulated in

all languages of the Conference or have Oltly been circulated the same day.

Decisions on competence

Rule26

Subject to rule 24, any motion calling for a decision on the competence

of the Conference to discuss any matter or to adopt a proposal or

ame11CLl1~ntsubmitted to it, shall be put to the vote before the matter
is discussed or a vote is taken on the proposal or amenc1ment in question.

Hi thdra1rlal of motions

Rule27

A motion may be with dram! by its proposer at any time before voting

011it has coamenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A
motion which has thus been withdram1 may be reintroduced 1JY any

representati ve.

--- -- ----

(a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To adjourn the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the question under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the question under discussion.
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Reconsideration of proposals

Rul e 23

When a proposal..has been adopted. or rejected, it. may not be
reconsidered unless the Conference, by a two-thirds majority of the
representatives present and voting, so decides. Permission to spe~~
on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded to only two spealcers
opposing the motion, after which it shall immediately be put to the vote.

-_.....

- - - -- -
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VOTING

yoting riE~rts

Rule 29

Each State represented at the Conference shall have one vote.

Required majority

Rule 30

1. Decisions of the Conference on all matters of substance shall
be t~~en by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and
voting.

2. Decisions of the Conference on matters of procedure shall be
taken by a majority of the representatives present and voting.

3. If the question arises whether a matter is one of procedure
or of substance, the President of the Conference shall rule on the question.
An appeal against this ruling shall immediately be put to the vote, and
the President's ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the
representatives present and voting.

I'1eanin~ of the expression "representatives
Rresent and voting"

Rule 31

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase "representati ves present
and. voting" means representatives present and casting an affirmative
or negative vote. Representatives who abf3tain shall be regarded as not
voting.

!:1etllO(~ of vot ing

Rul e 32

~le Conference shall nonnally vote by show of hands, but any
representative may request a roll call. The roll call shall be taken
in the English alphabetical order of the names of the States participating
in the Conference, beginning ~ith the delegation whose name is drawn by
lot by the President.

Conduct during voting

Rule 33

After the President has ~111ounced the beginning of voting, no
representative shall interrupt the voting e:~cept on a point of order
in connexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The President
may permit representatives to eA~lain their votes, either ~efore or
after the voting. The Presi(1e~-!t may liJ:1it the time to be allOt-Jed for
such explanations.

---- ---
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Rule 34

A representative may move that partsof a proposal or of an amendIJent
shall be voted on separately. If objection is illa~e to the request for
division/the motion for divisioii al1all ~e voted upon. Permission to
spe~~ on the Iilotion for division shall be given to only tvlo spea.!:ers Ll
favour and tHO spe~~~ers c.gainst. If the motim1 for division is carried,
those parts of the propos::!.l or of the anendment thD.t are su~sequej1tl;:r
approved shall be put to the vote as a whole. If ell operative parts
of the proposal or of t:le a.lliel1c1r.lenthave been rejectecL! the propos2,:'..
or the <1mendr:Jentshall he cO:'1sidered to have ",Jeen rejected as a whole.

Voting on amen~~ents

Rule 35

Hhen an a.r.lendue.rlt is L10vecl to a proposal; the ai:1endment shall be
vote<.l on first. UliEm two or more a:;lendDeiits <'.ore moved to a propos?,l!
the Conference s:!pll vote first on the amendment furthest removeC: in
substance from the origL'1<11 proposal am'. then on the aDendment ilext
furthest removed therefroj~1; and. so on 1.mtil all the a.lleildrnents have been
put to the vote. :il1ere I llO.iever; tlle adoption of one amenc1Jaent
necessarily implies -the rejection of a:l0tller -amencil:1entI tlie latter
a.liJendment shall not oe put to the vote. If one or more 21nendments are
adopted, t~e amended propos~l shallthenbe votedupon. A motion is
considered a:l amendment to a proposal if it aclc1s to 1 deletesfromor
revises part of t.hat proposal.

Voting on proposals

Rule 36

If two or Dare proposals relate to
unless it decides otheruise I Sll2..11 vote
i:1 which they have been submitted.

the stlille question, the Conference,
on the proposals in the order

Elections

Rul e 31
All elections shall be lleld by secret iJ<111ot unless otherwise decided

by the Conference.

Rule 38

1. \-lhen one perSO:'l is to !Je electecl and no c~ilJidate o"".Jtains a
~ajority of votes of the representatives present ana. voting in the first
~)allot, a SeCOi1Qballot restricted to t:le t\lO ca:.ididates obtaining the
largest number of votes she.Il be t2.2:e:1. If I L1 t~"le second 0a.llot! the
votes are e~ally (ividec~, -the uecisiocl beti:leen the candiuates shall be
made D~Tt~le dra\-l1ng of lo-~so

- - -- -- - - -
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2. In the case of a tie i"1 the first ballot ar.10;1g three or more
candidates obtaining the largest n~ber of votes, a second ballot shall
be held.. If in the second ballot a tie reswts among more than two
candidates, ::t.hei-r number shall oe reduced t-6 two by lot, ai1dthe b<:.lloting,
restricted to tl1em, shall .copti~ue in accordance with;the.preceding
paragraph.

Rule 39

Hhen two or more elective places are to be filled aton~ time under
the sarile cOl1c-;.itions, those candidates ootaining a aajority' of. votes of .

the representatives present and voting in the first ballot shall be
elected. If the num~)er of ca:ndic1..at~s 91itaining s1!cha: majority is
more than the number of ple-c'est9 b~d'Ii1.1ed,those :'candiclates obtaini;1g
the largest number of votes shall be e:Lected.If the nUIaberof candidates
obtaining SUC;l a majority is less than t11e num'uer of persons to be
elected, there shall be adctHional ballots -to fillthe remaining
places. The voting, however, shall be restricted to the cai1didates
obtaining the greatest number ot votes in. t~1e previous ballot', to a '.
number not -more than twice the places remaining to be filled., provided
that after the third inconclusive ballot votes may be cast for any
elfgrule person or delegation. If three ~such unrestricted ballots
are inconclusiveI the next three ballots shall be restricted.to the
candidates who obtained the greGtest number of votes in the third of

theunrestricted ballots i to a l1un1oer nc:t!11ore t;1ai1 tvlice the placp.s .

remaining to be filled. The t~ree ballQts thereafter shall be unrestricted,
and so on, until all the places have be~n:filled. .

~qually divided. votes

... h

Rul e 40

If a vote is equally (:ivic1..ec~on matters other-'thC\-i'l elections, the
proposal or ai:lendme:at'shall be regarded as rejected;'

"

.-.

. ,
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COiilIIT'l'lliS

Establishment of c~dIDittees and other sessional oodies

Rul e 4J

In addition to the Credentials Committee, t~le Conference L1ay
establish such committees ai1d other sessionel bodies as Day be required
for the performance of its functions. Each committee or sessional body
may set up vl0r~~ing groups.

Representation on the conL~ittees
am~ other sessionel bOL~ies

Rule 42

Each State pa.rticipating in the Conference may 1Je represei1ted lJY
one representative on each cOIJ1.rnittee and other sessional body of which
it is a. melaber. It may assign to these committees and otller sessional
bodies such alternative representatives and advisers as may be required.

QnorU.i:1

Rule 43

One thirc1.. of t~1erepresentatives on a comrnittee or ot:1er sessional
body shall constitute a ~~oru~. The presence o~ a majority of the meuoers
of the cornmittee or other sessioi1al ~Jody is; hmvever; requiret-, for a
question to iJe put to the vote.

Officers) conduct of business and voting
in committees ai1d ot~ler sessionel bodies

Rule 44

The rules containe(~ in cl12.pters II, IV e.nd. V a:Jove s~1ell "be applicaole
Butatis j-Jutandis I to the procee(~i:lgs of committees ,..nd otller sessional
bodies 7 except that decisions 0:( committees or other sessior.al bociies
shall be tC'.~~en by e si;aple ;:Jajority of tlle represerlt2.tives present and
voting. 12-1the case of reconsideration of proposals or a.me:K1raents,
:lOwever; themajority recruirecl shall bc that establisheci by rule 20.

--- - - -- - --
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Chapter. VIr

LANGUAGESAND RECORlE

L~.ges of the .conference.

Rule 45

Arabic, Chinese, English; French, Russi~1 anQ Spanish shall be the
languages of the COhference.

Interpretatic;l from a language of the Conference

Rul e 45

Speeches made in anyone of the languages of the Conference shall
be interpreted into t:le other languages of the Conference.

Interpretation from other languages

Rule 47

Any representative may ma~~e a speech in a language other than the
language of the Conference. In this case he shall himself provicle for
interp~etatio~ into one of the languages of the Conference. I~terpretation
into the other languages of the Conference by the interpreters of the
Secretariat may be based on the iilterpretation given in the first language
of the Conference.

LanguGge of official documents

Rul e 43

Official documez1ts of t~le Conference shall be made available in
t~le languages of the Conference.

Soun~ recordin~s of meetings

Rule 49

Sound recordings of !1eetLlgs of tlle Conference , its cOlIlI:littees and
other sessional bodies s11all be ~:ept by the Secretarie.t in accordance
with the practice of the United l1ations.
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C~!apter VIII

PUBLIC .ANDPRIVATE llEEI'INGS

Plenary meetings ~ncl meetings of cOffilnittees a:1cl
other sessional bodies

Rule 50

The plenary meetings of the Conference and J"t1eetings of committees
and other sessional bodies shall 'ue held in public unless the body
concerned decides otherwise.

lIeetings or ,,,,orl;:inp.; groups

Rule 51

Beet ings of \'lOrking groups ,,,,ill ordinarily be held in private, unless
the body concerned decides otl1eruise.

Coru~uniqLleS to the press

Rule 52

At the close of any private meeting, the Conference, committee or
other sessional boe\;concernec may deciQe to issue a cocrmuniqueto the
press t:i1rough the Secretary-General of the Conference. .

--
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Chapter IX

REPRESENTATrvES OF UNITE::>NATIONS SPECIALIZE:D AGENCIES
AID THE InTERNATIONAL ATOHIC ENERGYAGENCY

Rule 53

Representatives of the United Nations specialized e.gencies and the"
International Atomic EnergjT Agency may participate I "Iithout the right"
to vote~ in the deliberations of the Conference, its co~nittees and other
sessional bodies upon the i~vitatioil of the President or Chairman, as
the case may, on questions witbin the scope of their activities.

---------- -- -
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9hapter X

OBSERVERS

Observers for intergovernmentel -. organization~
outside the United Nations system

Rill e 54
. -

Observers for intergovernmental organizations outside the United
Nations system invited to the Conference may participate, without the
right to vote, in the deli'uerations of tjle Conference, its committees
and other sessional bodies upon the invitation of the President or
Chainnan, as the case may ~)e, on questions \vithin the scope of their
activities.

9bservers for non-goveI'l1-'Jental organizations

Rule 55

Non-governmental orgp.nizations invited to
designate authorizeQ representatives to sit as
meetings of the Conference, its committees and

the Conference may
observers nt public
otller sessiol'lal bodies.

be,
may

Upon the invitation of the President or Chairm<:>.n, as tlle case may
and subject to the approval of the hotly concerned, these representatives
make oral statements on questions \-lithin the scope of their activities.

Hritten statements sn'umittet: by these nOll-goverl1.1neatal organizations
on subjects in uhich tlle~7 have a special competence 3,jl<1\>rhich are related
to the items on the agenili1 of the Conference, will be circulated b~7 the
Secretarie,t in the quanti ties al1cl in the languages in N:lich the statements
were made available to the Secretariat for distribution.


