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Summary of

The KUWAIT Second National Report
On”~ The UNCCD Implementation

The National Committee to Combat Desertification in the
Environment Public Authority (EPA) of the State of Kuwait had prepared
this report upon the request of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification. This report comprises nine items concerning the
preparation of a national action programme (NAP) to combat
Desertification in the State of Kuwait.

The work for initiating the strategies and plans concerning the
combat of desertification in the State of Kuwait began since the seventies
of the last century. The concern began to increase when the
environmental matters were introduced to all fields and different levels as
well as the protection of environment against degradation especially the
desert environment took the forefront of the State concerns.

The concerned entities about combating desertification in the State
began to adopt the plans and strategies which give the priority to the
agriculture affairs, development of the water resources, preserving the
natural resources and rehabilitation of the degraded areas. Also the
concerned parties looking after the qualification and training the staff in
this concern.

These plans are included within the plans or policies of the State
for the sustainable development and goes hand by hand in general
understanding with the general pattern of the national work programme
suggested for the State of Kuwait. Also the Environmental strategy of
Kuwait comes in the forefront of these strategies.

Since its initiation in 1995, the Environment Public Authority
(EPA) endeavoured to develop its environmental works and enhance its
role in the protection of environment in conjunction with internal and
external participation as well as the coordination with the different local
institutions to execute the international conventions about the
environment such as the United National Convention to combat
Desertification.



The Environment Public Authority installed the national committee
to combat desertification which is considered as the national coordination
body (NCB). The major concern and specialization of this entity is to
follow up the execution of the international convention to combat
desertification as well as the preparation of a national work programme to
combat desertification in Kuwait.

This committee is formed from a group of experts and specialized
people in the agriculture, geography, climate, geology, etc affairs.
Women are participating in the committee performing an active and
effective role in it.

The members of the committee represent several governmental
research and executional sectors in addition to non governmental
organizations (NGO) or from the private sector who are concerned about
combat desertification.

All these parties are working depending on the cooperation and
coordination to assure the participation of these sectors in the follow up
and execution of the international convention to combat desertification.

The environmental awareness is considered one of the concerns of
this committee as well as the State of Kuwait itself represented by its
different establishments such as the Environment Public Authority. This
Is represented in the activities and guided programmes for all categories
and sectors of the society. Also the National committee to combat
desertification is participating in the support of these activities by
initiating an annual plan comprising the lectures and awareness brochures
to ensure the preservation of the desert environment and its natural
resources.

In its support for the preparation and execution of the national
work to combat desertification, the committee from time to time works on
the publishing of articles in the daily newspapers about the importance
and the stages of preparing this programme as well as discussing the role
of the authorities and public in this programme.

Also the national committee to combat desertification endeavours
to utilize the recent available means of communications and information
such as the internet to support the preparation of the national work
programme especially after the announcement of the committee within
the site of the Environment Public Authority in the internet.



Regarding the available consulations by the local, regional and
international organizations, the committee utilized much of these
consulations and will work to ask for help in completing the preparation
of this programme.

The national committee to combat desertification and within the first
stages for the preparation of the national work programme began
reviewing and evaluating the previous experiments in the field of
desertification prevention.

It appears that the survey evaluation and monitoring of the
desertification status is being executed with such separate operational
mechanisms while there is no measure to realize the comprise between
these mechanisms.

Moreover, there are no planned national methodology to put down
the impact indicators about the state of the desert environment. Anyhow
in front of this there are several scientific studies used international
indicators to evaluate the degree of degradation in the lands.

The National Committee to combat desertification has no separate
budget but in this concern it depends on the procuring its budget and
other financial resources on the budget of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) in addition to the limited financial support for some
activities submitted by several parties, organizations and external
companies.



