SECOND NATIONAL REPORT OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND ON
IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN COUNTRIES SERIOUSLY
AFFECTED BY DROUGHT AND/OR DESERTIFICATION, PARTICULARLY IN
AFRICA (2004-2005)

Warsaw, June 2006



CONTENTS

SUMMARY ..ottt b e sa ettt et et a e ae e 3
1.  ACTIONS DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
CONVENTION ...ttt ettt sttt ettt et b e bbbt st ese et esentens 4
1.1. Organisation of management structures for implementation of the Convention ........... 4
1.2, CONSUIATION PIOCESS ...veuvviuvieuiiniieieeienieenteete ettt et sie et eatesbeeste st sbe et et e sbeetesenenaeenrens 5
1.3. MODbiliZation Of TESOUICES.......c.eeuviiiiiiiniiriieieritet ettt 7
2. OTHER ACTIONS CONNECTED WITH DESERTIFICATION COMBAT IN
ENDANGERED AREAS ...ttt et 9
2.1. Polish development aSSIStANCE ........c..ccvreeuieriieiienieeieeseeereesreeteeseeesbeesseeeseessseeseenes 9
2.2. Support for the individual regions affected by desertification............ccceeeevervenennnene 13
2.3. Actions supporting implementation of the Convention in Poland ...............cccccceeee. 25
3.  COUNTERACTING DROUGHT AND MITIGATION ITS EFFECTS IN POLAND. 26
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ...ttt sttt 31
Annex. A list of experts from Poland who specialize in issues covered by the

resolutions of the UNCCD Convention



SUMMARY

This Report presents actions undertaken by Poland in scope of implementation of the
Convention to combat desertification between 2004-2005, with special regard to the actions
supporting desertification combat in those countries that are especially affected with the
phenomenon.

For Poland the resolutions of the United Nations Convention to combat desertification in
countries seriously affected by drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa came into
force on 12 February 2002. The Report hereby submitted is a second formal report developed
by Poland under the Article 26 of the Convention (the first report, issued in November 2004,
presented actions undertaken by Poland for the Convention between 2002-2003).

The Ministry of the Environment is responsible for implementation of the Convention in
Poland. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs acts as a coordinator of the support provided by
Poland to other countries. The support is provided in three forms — as a development
assistance (including technical one), financial and educational support. Additionally, Poland
provides also humanitarian aid to selected countries in case of crisis situations (natural
disasters, military conflicts).

According to the “ Strategy for Poland’s Development Cooperation” adopted in 2003 Poland
has concentrated its aid on selected countries, the so called: priority ones (Afghanistan,
Angola, Iraq, Moldova, Vietnam, Palestinian Autonomy). For the most desertification
affected countries of the African region that were not included in the a/m group the support
was provided within the framework of the, so called, small African grants (Burundi,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Zambia). Moreover, in 2004 significant financial aid was provided to Ethiopia.

Development assistance for other countries is provided by Poland using three main methods —
within the framework of the budget and support actions of the European Union; through
payments for specialized international organizations realizing development assistance; and
within the framework of bilateral cooperation with the States-Beneficiaries.

The volume of development assistance provided by Poland is adopted to the country’s current
potential in this scope. The potential is seriously influenced by a relatively short experience of
Poland as a donor-state, and mostly by the situation of Polish budget and internal needs
connected with continuing process of restructuring and modernisation of home economy and
making up for developmental distance to more wealthy countries.

In 2004 Poland set aside over US$ 137 million (majority for the developing countries), which
constituted app. 0.05 GDP. Between 2004-2005 Poland participated in implementation of
over 100 aid projects.

This Report presents selected projects, divided into regions of Aftrica, Asia, and Central and
Eastern Europe.



1. ACTIONS DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
CONVENTION

1.1.  Organisation of management structures for implementation of the Convention

The basic responsibility for the implementation of the United Nations Convention to combat
desertification in countries seriously affected by drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa in Poland lies with the Minister of the Environment who manages the department of
government administration dealing with the issues of environment (including natural
resources management, protection of the earth surface and forestry) and the issues of water
management (inland waterbodies — surface and ground).

Tasks of the Minister of the Environment include, first, general coordination of actions
undertaken by Poland for the Convention, and ensuring that Poland meets formal obligations
of the Party of the Convention, for example: participation in sessions and meetings of the
organs of the Convention and in realization of its schedule, regular reporting, as well as
paying the financial contributions (fees) agreed upon on time. The contact person for the
matters connected with the Convention is Mr Jacek Mizak, and his contact details are
provided in the Internet portal of the Convention.

The Minister of the Environment is also responsible for counteracting drought and mitigating
its effects in Poland, realizing the tasks in this scope through the National Water Management
Administration.

The Ministry of the Environment has designated a coordinator for scientific issues for the
sake of the Convention (Prof Ryszard Degbicki of the Maria Curie-Sktodowska University in
Lublin), who participates in works of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST), and
in works of the Expert Team appointed by this Committee on behalf of Poland.

Considering that providing support in desertification combat to those countries that are most
seriously affected by this process, and that at the same time belong to the group of poor
countries, is a particularly important part of implementation of the Convention, the
cooperation of actions for the Convention is gradually strengthened between the Minister of
the Environment and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who is responsible for coordination of
the development assistance provided by Poland to third countries (see section 2.1).

Due to Poland’s short experience as a Party of the Convention, structures managing the
process of implementation of Polish obligations constantly require improvement to ensure
better coordination of actions undertaken in this scope by various institutions (including
governmental agencies), and to consider issues of the Convention in Strategy for Poland’s
Development Cooperation” (so to increase number of supported projects that would be
closely related with tasks realized for the Convention).

That is why a study was performed within the UNEP project entitled National Capacity Self-
Assessment for Global Environmental Management (NCSA) focused on function of the
structures managing the Convention to combat desertification, and on strengthening the
coordination between actions undertaken in Poland for this Convention, and those undertaken
for the Convention on climate changes and the Convention on biodiversity. The obtained
conclusions are currently being analysed. This project constitutes a part of the Capacity



Development Initiative (CDI), started by the GEF in cooperation with the UNDP. The
objective of this initiative is evaluation of potential for creation of optimal conditions for
global environment management.

1.2.  Consultation process

Poland’s activity in the field of developing international agreements, making arrangements
and exchange of information in order to strengthen the Convention implementation process is
concentrated mainly on the actions undertaken by the European Union to provide the
development assistance to the poorer countries.

Since its accession to the EU, Poland participates in operations of all community institutions
dealing with the development assistance, including the sessions of the EU Council at its
various levels — from the expert through the ministerial one, as well as sessions of the
committees cooperating with the European Commission. Subjects of those sessions include
also issues connected with agriculture and desertification.

Representative of Poland, in rank of the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
participates in semi-annual informal meetings of community ministers responsible for
developmental cooperation. Strategic questions regarding EU participation in the
developmental cooperation at the global level are discussed during those meetings.

Poland actively participated also in the latest works on reform of EU external support. Effect
of those works was, i.a. a revision of the common position of the European Commission and
the Council on the EU developmental policy of the year 2000, as well as a revision of the
Partnership Treaty between the European Union and African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of
States (ACP).

Poland prepared a document presenting Polish activities undertaken between 2000-2004 for
the sake of community evaluation of the implementation of MDGs. We have also largely
contributed in development of the community action plan regarding humanitarian aid for the
region devastated by tsunami in 2004 (South-Eastern Asia).

Experts from Poland participate in the EU works on the community “Soil protection strategy”
started in 2002, and in the project of the Soil Framework Directive.

Also, international bilateral agreements in environment and/or related areas (water
management, forestry) are a form of creating favourable, institutional conditions for Poland’s
cooperation with other countries in the field of combating drought and desertification. At
present Poland realizes app. 50 of such agreements, signed with countries from Europe, Asia
and North America.

There is an official consultation mechanism operating in the form of:

e direct talks carried out during away from home missions to the countries provided

with support,

e carrying on negotiations and submitting applications through Polish foreign posts.
According to the principle of each country’s responsibility for its own development, Polish
support activities are governed by national Poverty Reduction Strategy Programmes (PRSPs)
in the countries suffering from desertification, and by documents of the analogous character,



in which the recipients of Polish aid define priority areas of life requiring support from the
international community themselves.

Poland, just like other donor countries, strives after providing support for selected priority
countries. In 2004 the group of those countries included: Afghanistan, Angola, Georgia, Iraq,
Moldova and Vietnam, and in 2005 the group was expanded by the Palestinian Autonomy. 17
projects for the a/m priority countries was appointed for implementation in 2005, by means of
the competition organised by the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs. Among them there are
the following:

1. Agro-tourism and ecological farming as a chance for development of Moldova rural areas.
2. Development assistance for Angola — St. Lucas Heath Centre in Kifangondo.

3. Repair of the water treatment station supplying water to the villages in the Babylon
province (Iraq).

4. Equal status — more chance for democracy. Support for women engagement mechanisms to
the public life in Georgia.

For the countries of the most desertification-suffering region of Africa that are not included in
the group of priority countries the program of the, so called, small grants for African continent
was foreseen according to the ,,Strategy...” (see section 2.1) (aid provided through Polish
diplomatic posts and missionaries). The program applies for Burundi, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Zambia.

Special attention is attached by Poland to aid provided to selected countries in transformation
period (Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and
Uzbekistan). Among those countries there are also those covered by the regional cooperation
in the framework of the Annexes II and V of the Convention on desertification. Special
competitions for projects concerning technical aid are organised according to the needs of
those countries. Among the 40 projects selected in 2004 for implementation the following can
serve as an example:

1. Development of marketing farming organisations in Ukraine.

2. Public health — prevention, diagnostics and treatment of tuberculosis, venereal diseases and
HIV in Belarus and Ukraine.

3. Introduction of multi-annual investment plans, preparation for development of the
development strategy for communities in Serbia and Montenegro.

4. Civil education in Central Asia.

As for the consultation process connected directly with implementation of the Convention
between 2004-2005 the following can be mentioned:

e participation of Poland in the VII Session of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention, in the IV session of the Committee for Review of the Convention
implementation process and in the VII session of the Committee on Science and
Technology (Nairobi, 17-28.10.2005),

e participation of Poland in regional consultations for the Mediterranean region, Central
and Eastern Europe and other affected Party-Countries (Bonn, 2-3.05.2005),

e organisation of the IX International Conference of Agro-physicists by Poland, and
especially by the Institute of Agro-physics of the Polish Academy of Science in
Lublin. The Conference was devoted to the improvement of soil condition and



development of agriculture, also in the countries suffering from serious droughts and
desertification (120 scientists from over 20 countries, including Thailand, Iran,
Nigeria, Cameroon and Ghana, participated in the Conference).

A cooperation was started between Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology
in Nairobi and the Polish ,,Maria Curie-Sklodowska” University in Lublin during the VII
session of the Conference of the Parties. The aim of this cooperation is development of a joint
study project in soil and water protection in the regions suffering from drought and
desertification in Kenya — works on details of this project are under way at present.

To facilitate the process of the Convention implementation a group of scientists interested in
participation in realization of certain tasks (studies, expert opinions, consultations,
participation in discussions) was identified in Poland through a survey study. The list of
Polish experts possessing proper scientific experience, who have declared their willingness to
cooperate within the framework of the Convention, is annexed to this report.

As increased engagement of Poland in actions supporting implementation of the Convention,
and especially actions undertaken in the scope of development assistance to the countries
affected by desertification, requires public support, a public opinion survey was performed in
Poland in 2004 regarding the question of public perception of foreign aid. The survey was
conducted by a specialized body (TNS OBOP) on a representative sample of 1004
respondents aged over 15 (the project received a financial support from the Canadian
International Development Agency - CIDA).

Results of the survey indicate that the idea of Polish support for poorer countries is widely
accepted by the public, and the strongest support is shown for the aid for African countries.
The most important fields in which the support should be granted were indicated:

e improvement of healthcare and education,
e development of agriculture,

e preventing military conflicts and reconstruction of war damage, both in the African
and Central and Eastern European countries.

1.3. Mobilization of resources

Poland paid in 2004 and 2005 its contribution to the Convention on desertification in sums of:
USD 29 thousand and USD 28 thousand, respectively, according to the established scale.

Poland provides support for the broadly understood aims of the Convention in the framework
of general development assistance for poorer countries. Significant increase of activity in this
sphere occurred following signing the Millennium Declaration and the Political Declaration
and the Action Plan adopted during the World Summit of Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg (2002), and following obtaining membership in the European Union (2004),
which is among the major donors of developmental assistance on the world scale (EU
Member States provide over a half of the world Official Development Assistance).

Poland supports the position of the European Commission regarding necessity to increase
efforts for implementation of Millennium Development Goals on time, and on necessity to
mobilize larger financial resources in this context. This support is expressed by the
declaration adopted by the Council of Ministers in the end of 2004 on increasing the level of



funding for foreign development assistance and reaching the index of this assistance at the
level of 0.17% GNP by the year 2010.

Besides, Poland pays its contributions to the budgets of international organisations, and
provides obligatory and voluntary payments for implementation of international agreements
in which Poland is a Party (including environmental agreements).

The most significant payments of this kind are, i.a. payments for:
e the World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO); responsible body — the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development,

e the United Nations Industry Development Organization (UNIDO); responsible body —
the Ministry of Economy,

e the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Red Cross Organisation;
responsible body — the Ministry of Health,

e the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); responsible body — the Office for Repatriation
and Aliens,

e the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and international environmental
conventions to which Poland is a Party; responsible body — the Ministry of the
Environment.

Particular resources for support of developmental processes in poorer countries have been
assigned by Poland for the international institutions providing the development assistance.
Poland has paid, i.a.:

e 280 million PLN to the EU budget for development assistance,

e 16.7 million PLN for the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development,
e 14.4 million PLN for the World Bank,

e 5.4 million PLN for the International Development Association — IDA,

e 3 million PLN for the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative — HIPC.

Within the Polish support strategy including technical aid for countries in transition majority
of resources has been assigned on implementation of projects in the Central and Eastern
Europe selected in the competition (Annex V to the Convention) and the Central Asia (Annex
IT to the Convention). Among 63 notified projects 27 received a support with total value of
over 1 000 000 PLN, of which app. a half regarded projects realized in Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and
Herzegovina. In the framework of a separate competition 5 projects have been selected in this
scope for countries under transformation belonging to the group of priority countries (Georgia
and Moldova), with total values of 394 000 PLN and 376 000 PLN, respectively (the sums
fall into general volume of Polish support for those countries within the framework of ODA in
2004, presented in the table 2 in the section 2.1).

Resources for financing Polish development assistance provided as a state aid origin from two
target reserves of the national budget, defined as:

e _means for financing contributions to the international organisations and resources for
the foreign development assistance and humanitarian aid”,

e technical support for the countries in transition”.



Besides the official support financed from the national budget Poland provides also
development assistance, financial support and material support through numerous non-
government organizations (Polish Humanitarian Organization, Caritas Polska, missionaries
and many more).

Part of the specific aid projects realized by the a/m organizations and institutions is financed
in a joint manner, using both resources originating from those organisations (as well as from
the cooperating international NGOs) and additional financing from the national budget (see
section 2.2).

2. OTHER ACTIONS CONNECTED WITH DESERTIFICATION COMBAT IN
ENDANGERED AREAS

2.1. Polish development assistance

According to the “ Strategy for Poland’s Development Cooperation adopted by the Council of
Ministers in the end of the year 2003, the main task of Poland in this framework is supporting
the following:

e permanent economic growth,

e to keep to human rights, democracy development and rules of law and implementation
of good government principles,

e global safety and stability,
e development of public administration and local structures,
e development of human capacity,
e environment protection and prevention,
as well as providing extraordinary humanitarian and food support.

The support provided by Poland is focused on:

e health protection,

e education,

e supporting democratic institutions,

e strengthening local structures and sector reorganisation,
e improvement of public administration effectiveness,

e providing access to drinking water,

e development of transboundary cooperation,

e environment protection.

Works on adoption of a new Strategy for Poland’s Development Cooperation for the years
2006-2010 are coming to an end, as the Strategy insufficiently concerns the needs connected
directly with implementation of the provisions of the Convention to combat desertification
into account (consultation process and partnerships regarding the issues covered by the
Convention, mobilisation of financial resources for the Convention purposes, participation in
the Global Mechanism supporting financing and implementation of the Convention, help in



development and implementation of action plans aimed on combating desertification in the
countries — Parties of the Convention recognised as affected countries).

Polish development assistance is transmitted to the recipient countries in three main forms for
which three government institutions are responsible:

e as a development assistance (including technical one), humanitarian aid and
multilateral support provided through organizations, funds and programs of the United
Nations system (responsible body — the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which is
simultaneously a coordinator of the whole aid system),

e as a financial support in form of preference credits and reduction or restructuring of
foreign debt of selected countries towards Poland, as well as in a form of the Polish
input to financing operation of international finance institutions (World Bank and
others) and the EU budget of development assistance (responsible body — the Ministry
of Finance),

e as an educational support in form of scholarships for students from poorer countries
who study in Poland (responsible body — the Ministry of National Education and
Sport).

Since 2004 there has been a significant increase in volume of development assistance
provided by Poland for other countries — according to the data obtained from the Minister of
Foreign Affairs the support was multiplied comparing to the previous years.

In 2004 Poland assigned app. 137.6 million USD (that is app. 501.1 million PLN) for
development assistance for other countries, including 117.5 million USD (428 million PLN)
transferred as, so called, Official Development Assistance (ODA) assigned for developing
countries, and the remaining sum (20 million USD) for the, so called, Official Aid (OA)
assigned for the countries in transition (mostly for the countries of the Central and Eastern
Europe). The support provided by Poland this year, in the framework of the ODA, constituted
almost 0.05% of the Polish GDP.

Overall statement regarding the volume of development assistance provided by Poland to
other countries as ODA and OA between 1998-2004 (available data for the year 2005 are still
incomplete) is presented in the Table 1 (actions supporting implementation of the Convention
to combat desertification constitute a part of this support).

As for the volume of support provided by Poland as ODA and OA to individual countries, the
biggest support was provided in 2004 for Ethiopia (remitting debt of this country towards
Poland) and for Serbia and Montenegro (financing a part of preference credit in the joint
support system, provided to this country for realization of projects in the field of energy
production and mining industry, within the framework of ODA) — in both cases the volume of
support exceeded 8 million USD.

A support with value exceeding 1 million USD was provided for the People’s Republic of
China and Kazakhstan (in case of the People’s Republic of China this included also financing
as ODA part of the preference credit provided for this country for projects in the field of
environment protection, heath protection, education, communication and mining industry).
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Table 1

Polish development assistance (ODA and OA) between 1998-2004 (in million USD)

Detailedlist | 1998 | 1999 [ 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004
I. Development assistance (ODA)
BILATERAL SUPPORT
Europe 3.59 6.75 3.35 1.34 0.87 11.97 9.07
Africa, 1.71 1.05 0.90 0.67 0.64 0.66 9.92
including:
North of the Sahara 0.30 0.20 0.20 0.11 0.16 0.12 0.27
Africa south of the 1.00 0.70 0.60 0.56 0.48 0.54 9.65
Sahara
America, 0.30 0.25 3.42 0.29 0.13 0.23 0.12
including:
North and 0.20 0.10 0.10 0.17 0.01 0.03 0.02
Central
South America 0.10 0.20 3.40 0.12 0.12 0.20 0.10
Asia, 8.08 6.59 5.13 28.40 7.35 6.09 5.79
including:
Middle East 1.40 2.00 0.80 24.24 0.68 1.14 0.55
South and Eastern 1.70 2.10 2.30 2.26 2.37 2.69 2.65
Asia
Far East 2.70 1.10 1.50 1.90 4.30 2.26 2.59
Total 13.68 14.64 12.80 30.70 8.99 18.95 24.91
MULTILATERAL SUPPORT
UN Agencies 2.79 3.21 3.10 2.68 2.47 3.26 7.88
World Bank Group 1.59 1.36 1.64 2.00 1.32 4.97 5.43
Other agencies 0.68 1.10 11.01 0.16 1.59 2.96 2.80
European Union 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 76.52
Total 5.06 5.67 15.75 4.84 5.38 11.19 92.62
TOTAL ODA 18.74 20.31 28.55 35.54 14.37 30.14 117.53
I1. Official Aid (OA)
Total 10.16 16.76 10.92 8.22 15.17 22.41 20.05
TOTAL
(ODA + OA) 28.90 37.07 39.47 43.76 29.54 52.55|  137.58

Source: Development Cooperation Department, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland.

Sums of support received from Poland by individual countries included in the group of
priority countries were smaller, which was a result of the scale of support projects actually
realised in those countries and of the volume of actual interest in support for the particular
region or a country showed by potential participants of such projects both from Poland and
from the recipient countries.

Overall statement regarding the volume of support provided by Poland in 2004 as ODA to the
major beneficiaries is shown in the table 2, below.
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Table 2
Major beneficiaries of Polish development assistance provided bilaterally within the

framework of ODA in 2004
No. Country Regional cooperation within the ODA from Poland in 2004
framework of Annexes to the (thousand USD)
Convention
1 Ethiopia Annex [ 8699.6
2 Serbia and Montenegro Annex V 8142.4
3 People’s Republic of China Annex 11 1552.7
4 Kazakhstan Annex 11 1323.3
5 Vietnam Annex 11 578.1
6 Moldova Annex V 271.3
7 Georgia Annex V 248.3
8 Sudan Annex [ 229.5
9 Mongolia Annex II 228.0
10 | India Annex II 223.1

Among the priority countries the group of major recipients includes: Georgia, Moldova and
Vietnam.

The volume of support provided for the other priority countries in 2004 was the following:
e Afghanistan — 250 000 PLN,
e Angola— 600 000 PLN,
e [raq— 600 000 PLN.

Numerous projects in the African region south of the Sahara desert were realized in 2004
within the framework of the, so called, small African grants, through the selected diplomatic
posts of the Republic of Poland (in Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Kenya,
Rwanda and Senegal), with a total value of 500 000 PLN.

Within the framework of ODA or OA Poland assigned 52.2 million PLN in 2004, to finance
scholarships for students, PhD students and trainees from the selected developing countries
and countries under transformation. Detailed data are presented in the Table 3.

The budget law for the year 2005 foresees 18 million PLN for support transmitted through the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (7 million PLN from the target reserve for development
assistance, humanitarian aid and for payments for international organizations and 11 million
PLN for technical support for the countries under transformation). Increasing the general scale
of this support was possible due to the expansion of the list of priority countries by the
Palestinian Autonomy, and inclusion of two new countries — Cambodia and Mongolia — to the
fund of the, so called, small grants (designed previously only for African countries, especially
for the Subsaharan Africa).

Allocation of resources for development assistance in 2005 and choice of the financed sectors
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was done according to the guidelines developed by the OECD
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) which precisely describe what kind of actions can
be financed from support resources. Basic criteria were also expectations expressed by the
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States-Beneficiaries, and in case of the priority countries, strategic documents of those
countries (CSPs) and Millennium Development Goals.

Table 3
Foreigners from selected countries educating in Poland in 2004
Country Total nul.nbe.r of citizens Number of Number of PhD
educating in Poland students students Others
Ukraine 1653 1155 452 46
Belarus 1242 1105 126 11
Kazakhstan 597 575 20 2
Russia 366 324 35 7
Vietnam 219 179 40 -
Bulgaria 123 102 19 2
Mongolia 107 96 7 4
Albania 84 84 - -
Moldova 77 67 7 3
China 75 34 8 33
Nigeria 73 65 5 3
Romania 60 48 9 3
Palestine 52 40 5 7
Armenia 51 50 1 -
Georgia 47 47 - -
Uzbekistan 46 43 1 2
Kenya 42 37 3 2
Angola 22 20 2 -

The available data regarding realization of Polish development assistance in 2005 show, i.a.
that:

e the volume of the development projects selected through a competition and realized
within the group of priority countries was app. 1 500 000 PLN (Afghanistan, Angola,
Iraq),

e 25 development projects have been realized within the framework of the small grants
program, with total value of 605 000 PLN (African countries and Cambodia),

e 350 thousand USD has been transferred within the framework of the short-term
humanitarian aid through UNICEF, IOM, WHO and the Indonesian Red Crescent for

the victims of the earthquake and tsunami in 2004 in the South-Eastern Asia (Sri
Lanka and Indonesia),

e 1 680 000 PLN has been transferred for Niger, Pakistan and Sudan within the
framework of the short-term humanitarian aid.

2.2.  Support for the individual regions affected by desertification
Majority of actions undertaken by Poland during the implementation of the Convention

belongs to the category of, so called, “other actions”, which are not directly related to formal

and legal obligations resulting from its provisions, but have a complementary and supportive
character.
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These actions, according to the aims of the Convention and decisions of its bodies, regard
mostly the broadly understood fight against poverty and stimulation of development processes
in countries affected by desertification, to increase their capacity to operate in this field.

They can cover numerous elements:

e projects regarding specific thematic and sectorial areas (sustainable usage of land,
sustainable usage of natural ecosystems, sustainable farming, alternative and
renewable sources of energy, forestation, etc.),

e projects regarding the key horizontal issues (mobilization of the general public, legal
and institutional conditions, access of the States-Parties affected by desertification to
appropriate technologies and knowledge, etc.),

e projects regarding supportive actions such as: strengthening the South-South and
North-South cooperation, renovation of degraded ecosystems, creating realization
capacities taking gender equality into account, capacity building and development of
participation in natural resources management, etc.

Many of the aforementioned directions / fields are interrelated — particular projects can meet
the qualification criteria of more than one category.

According to the “Strategy for Poland’s Development Cooperation” the support provided by
Poland to developing countries and countries under transformation (including the support
related to the implementation of the Convention to combat desertification) is focused on
selected countries of the African, Asian and Central and Eastern European region, covering
the region of Latin America and Caribbean to only minor extent.

The only element of support for the Latin America and Caribbean region between 2004-2005
was an incidental, short-term humanitarian aid (medicines, food, cleansing agents, etc.) and
help with reconstruction of houses, provided in 2004 to Haiti after a flood that affected this
country (Caritas Polska project with the value of 31,000 PLN).

The selected realized projects targeted on African, Asian, and Central and Eastern European
countries are presented in tables 4, 5 and 6, respectively.
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Selected projects in the scope of Polish development assistance realized between 2004-2005 for the African countries

Table 4

Leading / responsible Impleme
No. Country Name/ kind of the project Scope of the project ng | resp ntation Cost
institution .
period
PROJECTS REALIZED IN 2004
1. Ethiopia Worldwide project of Food supply for regions affected with famine, supply of Caritas Polska 2004 1,687 PLN
support for Ethiopia drugs for hospitals, providing drinking water for humans
provided by Caritas and animals, construction of deep wells.
2. Ethiopia Remission of Ethiopia’s debt | - Ministry of Finance 2004 Cancelled
in Poland debt — 8.69
million USD
3. Kenya Part of the small grants Purchase of equipment for the newly constructed Ministry of Foreign Affairs | 2004
program, designed first for | healthcare centre in Limuru; construction of vocational through a selected post of
the African countries workshops for poor boys in Don Bosco Boys’ Town in the Republic of Poland
Nairobi (Mukuru, Kibera, Kiserian); water supply for the
Mandera province.
4. Congo Support for the Centre of Providing meals for children and basic medical aid. Caritas Polska 2004 41,422 PLN
Healthcare and Feeding in
Keshero-Goma
5. Congo Short-term aid for the Food, clothes, care articles and seed grain purchase; free Caritas Polska 2004 5,250 PLN
victims of leprosy in medical care; educational programs regarding health care
Tshumbe and disease prevention.
6. Congo Construction of the water - Caritas Polska 2004 6,094 PLN
supply system in Rugari
7. Liberia Foundation of the “Help Foundation of a school for children from poor families, Help Liberia Foundation 2004-
Liberia Foundation within the framework of the implementation plan of high 2005

Community School” in
Buchanan

illiteracy level reduction.
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Leading / responsible

Impleme

to be selected through
competitions

hospitals and healthcare centres (mostly HIV/AIDS
prevention, treatment and care); technical support in
reform of the legal system and the reform of public
sector and public finance management; education and
consultancy in scope of the civil society (clinics of legal
advice, advice for women); land-mines liquidation; aid
for disabled people, geological works.

No. Country Name/ kind of the project Scope of the project institution ntat.lon Cost
period
8. Rwanda Support program for farms | Finished construction and equipment of the farming centre | Caritas Polska 2004 203,760 PLN
in the countries of Central (agro-technology, food processing), field demonstrations
and Eastern Africa (ploughing with a plough, sowing, mechanical cleaning of
seed), bread baking lessons.
9. Sudan Feeding Sudanese children | Support finance for food purchasing, mostly corn, grain, Caritas Polska 2004 34,650 PLN
adas and oil.
10. | Tanzania Help for the victims of flood | Short-term support in form of food, clothes and medicines | Caritas Polska 2004 131,616 PLN
within the frame of the supply and long-term aid in form of reconstruction of
international project Caritas | damaged houses.
Internationalis
PROJECTS INCLUDED IN THE FRAMEWORK PLAN OF SUPPORT ACTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR THE YEAR 2005
11. | Subsaharan African | Projects within the - 2005 Major part of
countries framework of small grants 600,000 PLN
designed for the African within the
countries and since 2005 framework of
for Cambodia and the Small
Mongolia, to be selected Projects Fund
through competitions
12. | Angola Projects in selected fields, | Expansion of refugee camps; support for schools, - 2005 500,000 PLN
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Selected projects in the scope of Polish development assistance realized between 2004-2005 for the Asian countries

Table 5

School in Kabul

reconstruction and equipment of the library and a
laboratory.

No. Country Name/ ki.nd of the Scope of the project Leadi.ng / res.ponsible Il.npleme.ntat Cost
project institution ion period
PROJECTS REALIZED IN 2004 AND 2005
1. |Central Asia Civil education in the Support for development of civil society, especially at Education for 2005 Resources of
Central Asia the local level — coaching for teachers and leaders of Democracy Foundation the Ministry
local organisations (Tajikistan); workshop in scope of of Foreign
civil education (provided by previously trained coaches) Affairs and
for teachers, leaders of NGOs and penitentiary officers the National
(Tajikistan, Uzbekistan); study visits to Poland for Endowment
coaches, teachers, representatives of local educational for
administration and leaders of NGOs engaged in Democracy
protection of human rights in disfavoured groups
(women, students, youth, prisoners).
2. | Afghanistan Reconstruction of the Reconstruction of the main building, side building, Polish Humanitarian 2004-2005 81,000 USD
Secondary Farming construction of external toilets, purchase of furniture, Organization Foundation from the

resources of
the Japanese
Embassy in

Kabul,

the Ministry
of Foreign
Affairs and
the Polish
Humanitarian
Organization

300,000 PLN
— from the
resources of
the Ministry
of Foreign
Affairs
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Country

Name/ kind of the
project

Scope of the project

Leading / responsible
institution

Implementat
ion period

Cost

Afghanistan

Computer course and
English language course
for girls in the orphanage
Allahudin

Courses for 49 girls aimed on increasing their chances
for employment in the labour market in Afghanistan.

Polish Humanitarian
Organization Foundation

Project under
construction,
since 2004

Resources
from NOVIB
(Holland) and
the Polish
Humanitarian
Organization

Afghanistan

Reconstruction of a school
Maulana Sadiq Shahid

Construction of a school building for 1400 children in
Koko Kheil, the Kapisa province.

Polish Humanitarian
Organization Foundation

Project under
construction,
since 08.2005

Resources
from the
Ministry of
Foreign
Affairs

- Polish
Humanitarian
Organization

Afghanistan

Reconstruction of the
water supply and
sanitation system in the
Group of Schools Neswan
Prozha Jedid and Abdul
Qadir Bedil in Kabul

Construction of new and repair of existing toilets and
providing direct access to clean drinking water for
students.

Polish Humanitarian
Organization Foundation

Project under
construction,
since 10.2005

Resources
from ECCO
and Polish
Humanitarian
Organization

Iraq

Projects realized by the
mission to Iraq

Construction and repair of primary schools in the Wassit
province (11.2003-02.2004; one school constructed, one
repaired); construction of 8 primary schools in the Babil
province (03-06.2004); repair and equipment of 7 youth
centres in the province of Babil (11.2003-03.2004);
repair and equipment of 3 sport clubs in the Babil
province (03-05.2004); repair and additional equipment
of 6 water treatment stations in the Babil province .

Polish Humanitarian
Organization Foundation

11.2003 -
06.2004

1,256,000
EUR from
international
institutions
and
organisations,
MSZ

and PAH
(MSz
contribution
— 48,000
EUR, PHO
contribution
- 12,000
EUR)
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Name/ kind of the

Leading / responsible

Implementat

No. Country project Scope of the project institution jon period Cost
7. |Iraq Water supply and Repair and additional equipment for 4 water treatment Polish Humanitarian 2005 Resources
sanitation system project | stations in the province of Babil. Organization Foundation from the
realized by the mission to MSZ

Iraq

8. | Mongolia Repair of a school in - Caritas Polska 2004 16,400.58
Orovanghai PLN
9. |Sri Lanka Projects realized by the In the school program — connection of 4 schools to the Polish Humanitarian 2005-2006 Resources
permanent mission of electricity network, construction of school toilets and Organization Foundation from the
PAH in Sri Lanca, cleaning or construction of school wells, construction of | in cooperation with local Foundation
including, e.g.. the school | a water tank in one school and construction of a organizations in Sri TVN ,Nie
program, water supply and | temporary school. Lanca (Centre For East jestes sam”
sanitation project and the | 1 t1e water and sanitation project — construction of 8 Lanka Social Service, (3,451,000
programof deep wells and repair of 2 wells and construction and HESSO) PLN),
entrepreneurship SUpport | i1y of a water treatment plant. Foundation
for families affected by . POLSAT
tsunami In the entrepreneurship support program — support for (1,200,000
professional mobilization of single mothers providing PLN), Polish
their families, by offering small credits and support for Radio,
nurseries. Mobile
Telephone
System
,ldea”, MSZ
and PAH
10. | Tajikistan Local coalition against Support for creating local mechanisms of cross-sectorial | ,,Partners” Polska 2005 Resources
poverty in Tajikistan cooperation to mobilize the local society to fight against | Foundation in from the
poverty (study visits to Poland for representatives of cooperation with the MSZ

government administration and NGOs, conference in
Dushanbe ,,Local coalitions for solving social
problems”, trainings concerning civil participation in
solving local problems).

Tadjik NGO-National
Association of Civil
Society Supporting
Centres
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Name/ kind of the

Leading / responsible

Implementat

No. Country project Scope of the project institution jon period Cost
PROJECTS INCLUDED IN THE FRAMEWORK PLAN FOR SUPPORT ACTIONS OF THE MSZ FOR THE YEAR 2005
11. | Afghanistan Projects in selected fields, | Reconstruction of medical and educational - 2005 750,000 PLN
to be selected through infrastructure; support for farming development;
competitions technical support in creation of national structures and
local government, etc.
12. | Palestinian Autonomy | Projects in selected fields, | Mainly actions for providing shelter and sanitary care, - 2005 350,000 PLN
to be selected through supply of drinking water and expansion of
competitions administration structures of the Palestinian Autonomy.
13. | Central Asia Ait to Central Asia and - Part of
Caucasus countries 1,500,000
(except Georgia) and PLN for Asia
Albania and Macedonia support
14. | Indonesia Projects in selected fields | Reconstruction of healthcare and education - 2005 1,000,000
and Sri Lanka connected with infrastructure; water supply systems; support for PLN
overcoming the effects of | entrepreneurship and professional mobilization.
tsunami, to be selected
through competitions
15. |Iraq Projects in selected fields, | Water supply; equipment for hospitals and healthcare - 2005 750,000 PLN
to be selected through centres; technical aid related with creation national
competitions administration and market economys; training for
lawyers, policemen and prison officers; support in
adaptation of schools and hospitals for the needs of
disabled people, etc.
16. | Cambodia Projects within the - 2005 Part of
and Mongolia framework of small grants 600,000 PLN
for African countries and within the
since 2005 for Cambodia framework of
and Mongolia, to be the Small
selected through Projects Fund
competitions
17. | Vietnam Projects in selected fields, | Organization of coach training in market economy; - 2005 1,000,000
to be selected through healthcare and education; support for mechanisms of PLN

competitions

people protection against extraordinary threats.
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Table 6

Selected projects in the scope of Polish development assistance realized between 2004-2005 for the Central and East European countries

No. Country Name/ ki.nd of the Scope of the project Leadi.ng / res.ponsible Il.npleme.ntat Cost
project institution ion period
PROJECTS REALIZED IN 2004
1. | Albania, Belarus, Technical aid in forest - Ministry of the 2004 117,660 PLN
Serbia and protection Environment
Montenegro
2. | Albania, Croatia, Technical support in scope | - Ministry of the 2004 47,876 PLN
Russian Federation of forest protection Environment
and Ukraine
3. | Armenia ,»No corruption. Public Study visit to Poland and workshops “Introducing the Polish-Czech-Slovak 2004-2005 Resources
control of local Polish System of counteracting corruption” for Solidarity Foundation in from Global
authorities” representatives of local authorities, NGOs and media in | cooperation with the Opportunities
Armenia; summary of the seminar “No corruption. Civil | Centre of Regional Fund, Re-
control of local authorities” in Yerewan. Development / Uniting
Transparency Europe
International Armenia Programme
4. | Russian Federation Projects realized by the Follow-up of the water and sanitation program for the Polish Humanitarian 2004 3,583,000
mission to Chechnya citizens of Grozny, started in the period 2000-2001 Organization Foundation PLN (mostly
(drinking and technical water supply and equipment of resources
toilets for the public sector, especially for education and from
healthcare; providing access to drinking water for UNICEF,
citizens; garbage and sewage disposal; building public ECHO and
awareness in the scope of rational water use) etc. CCFD, but
also from
the
Foundation
,,Education
for
Democracy

(45,000 PLN)
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No. Country Name/ ki.nd of the Scope of the project Leadi.ng / res.ponsible Il.npleme.ntat Cost

project institution ion period

5. | Russian Federation Help for children in Providing humanitarian aid and creation of conditions Polish Humanitarian 2004 100,000 PLN
Transcaucasia for studying for the children in Caucasus. Organization Foundation (Polish-

American
Foundation
of Liberty)

6. | Georgia Development of local Adpvice provided by the experts from the Association »Partners for the Local 2004 40,127 PLN
governments as a way “Partners for the Local Government” and the Foundation | Government” (resources
towards decentralization | for Development of Local Democracy in Georgia, Association from the

regarding Polish experience in capacity building of local MSZ)
governments for resources management and
development of the local economic potential.

7. | Georgia Study visit of the Presentation of good practice and training in Association ,,Partners 2004 22 thousand
Georgian local development planning and strategic management, for the Local USD (World
governments in Poland revitalization of cities and post-industrial areas as well as | Government” Learning/ US

cooperation of local governments with business and AID)
NGOs.

8. | Georgia Activisation and Activity | Institutional strengthening of local government Association for 2004 Resources

Project administration engaged in creating of Georgian cities Economic Development from the
and regions economic development (starting a Tourist of Communities MSZ
Information Centre in Tbilisi; preparation of
implementation of a multi-annual investment plan for
Thbilisi and other Georgian cities; preparation for
contracting of municipal services, etc.).

9. | Georgia A study visit to Poland A visit of the representatives of government and non- Local Democracy 2004 38,165 PLN
entitled “Assumptions of | government institutions — sharing Polish experience in Development (Polish-
the decentralization scope of the local government reform with special Foundation American
process and regional attention drawn to decentralization. Foundation

policy reform possibility
in Georgia basing on the
experience in local
government reform in
Poland”

for Freedom)
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Name/ kind of the

Leading / responsible

Implementat

No. Country project Scope of the project institution jon period Cost
10. | Georgia Role of media in the A study visit to Poland for a group of journalists and Local Democracy 2004 50,000 PLN
decentralization process local government officers responsible for media relations | Development (Polish-
and implementation of (decentralization process, specific character of Polish Foundation American
reforms in Georgia — transformation in media, good practice in journalism, Foundation
recommendations basing | good practice in information policy of communities). for Freedom)
on Polish experience
11. | Moldova Training in environment | - Ministry of the 2004 13,400 PLN
protection Environment
12. | Moldova A study visit to Poland Presentation of model examples of agro-tourist farms LowerSilesian 2004 30,000 PLN
,Development of rural and ecological farming practices to the group of farmers | Foundation for
areas as a element of from Moldova, possibility of eco-tourism development, | Sustainable
democracy — exchange of | topics of the Il pillar of the EU agricultural policy and Development
experience and creation of | issues of GMO in agriculture.
joint programs”
13. | Ukraine International vocational Trainership in foundation and management of NGOs High School of Public 2004 35,000 PLN
trainership program for organized for students by several organizations in Administration in (Polish-
Ukrainian students in Biatystok; within the project also a practical handbook | Biatystok American
Poland ,,NGOs as an has been issued ,,How to found and manage an Foundation
alternative way of association” for Freedom)
achieving professional
experience”
14. | Ukraine Active Woman — Trainings, workshop and study visits for Ukrainian European Union of 2004 20,000 PLN
Partnership for Local women who decided to stand in municipal elections, Women (Polish-
Government help with election campaigns, etc. American
Foundation
for Freedom)
PROJECTS INCLUDED IN THE FRAMEWORK ACTION PLAN OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR THE YEAR 2005
15. | Belarus and Ukraine | Projects in selected fields |- - 2005 6,475,000
to be selected through PLN

competitions
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Name/ kind of the

Leading / responsible

Implementat

No. Country project Scope of the project institution jon period Cost

16. | Georgia Projects in selected fields | Further support for transition, including creation of - 2005 1,500,000
to be selected through stable government and local government institutions and PLN
competitions market economy, as well as also reduction of poverty.

17. | Moldova Projects in selected fields | Technical support in scope of the European integration | - 2005 1,500,000
to be selected through and transition of Moldovan economy, through advice of PLN

competitions

Polish experts and organisation of trainings and seminars
for the representatives of administration and business in
Moldova
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2.3. Actions supporting implementation of the Convention in Poland

The category of other actions for the implementation of the Convention includes also projects
in selected fields realized by Poland within the country. They cover mainly: raising awareness
of the Polish public of importance of the global problem of desertification, as well as
scientific research regarding drought and desertification in Poland and all over the world.

Education and information for the Convention

Being aware of the necessity for further increase of the Polish development assistance for
poor countries, and among them also for the countries affected by desertification, Polish
government authorities in cooperation with the Representation of the United Nations
Development Programme in Poland and Polish media have initiated in 2004 a promotional
campaign with the slogan ,,Millennium Development Goals — time to help the others!”.

The aim of the campaign is to increase the public awareness of global cooperation for
development, and the role of our country as a participant of this cooperation, as well as create
the public support for the policy realized in this regard by the government (despite the fact
that public opinion surveys indicate that index of this support is already relatively high — see
section 1.2).

The campaign started with the press conference in Warsaw, in 2004-2005 included a series of
regional debates and seminars on the millennium issues and the role of Poland as a aid donor
(among others, in £6dz, Gdansk, Nowy Sacz, Poznan and Bydgoszcz). Voivodship offices,
local governments and NGOs and schools were engaged in organization of those events.

The following constituted a part of the campaign: a series of press articles, Internet
discussions (campaign website, with ia., some examples of the projects), posters,
advertisements, ad spots, and radio and TV interviews.

It is expected that the campaign will be continued with active participation of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, media, and opinion-forming groups (including academic ones).

Scientific research

The scope of scientific research regarding issues of drought and desertification, and also the
problems of climate changes (interrelated with the issues of drought and desertification) is
broad in Poland.

Among others, over 80 research projects were realized between 1994-2005 in the field of
climate changes and the process of global warming, financed from the resources of the
Ministry of Science, including projects of European importance, regarding issues like:
influence of climate changes on water resources, influence of climate changes on vegetation
and adaptation of living organisms and crops to the changing climate.

The influence of geo-physical processes on water resources, with special attention drawn to

extreme hydrological events such as droughts and floods was researched in Poland as well.
The phenomenon of drought has been examined from the point of view of requirements of
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various plant communities, and work of Polish scientists has been highly praised. They have
been used, among others, in the Reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Polish contribution to the research conducted within the framework of the International
Geosphere-Bioshpere Program and its sub-programs is significant. Activity of the Polish
National IGBP Committee covers, among others, research on the course of extreme events,
such as droughts, and forecasting and counteracting their environmental, economic and social
effects.

Poland participates also in many other international research programs related to
desertification, e.g.: GCTE, IGAC, IHDP, WCP, and participates in global Atmospheric
Observing Systems and Terrestrial Observing Systems.

According to the National Framework Research Program adopted in 2005, the priority
research in Poland includes the environmental issues. This allows to assume that scale of
engagement of Polish scientists in the research in this field should remain unchanged.

Within the environment issues research the phenomena of drought and desertification and

prevention measures have been interrelated with research on climate changes, including those
on reduction of greenhouse gases emission.

3. COUNTERACTING DROUGHT AND MITIGATION ITS EFFECTS IN
POLAND

Description of the problem

As Poland is not located in the area of real desertification, the basic problems related to the
implementation of the Convention existing directly on the territory of the country are the
problems of intensifying and long-lasting droughts, soil degradation caused by droughts along
with numerous other factors, and impact of droughts and soil degradation on agriculture,
fishery, biodiversity, forestry, navigation, water and municipal management, industry and
power industry, and for health and recreation.

To be consistent with the provisions of the Convention Poland shall, primarily prevent further
soil degradation and strive for recultivation of degraded land (especially post-industrial ones),
reforestation of uncultivated land and the, so called, margin land (useless for agriculture) and
reduction of the phenomenon of hydrological drought (preceded and caused by atmospheric
and soil drought).

Actions undertaken in those fields are hindered by a very disperse structure of Polish
agriculture and domination of small, family-owned farms under 5 hectares in area.
Implementation of a unified soil protection policy in communities or other basic organisation-
spatial units, in which there are thousands of small farms of a very diversified agro-technical
level is almost impossible.

However, Polish asset in combat against drought and soil degradation is domination of
national ownership of the forests (allowing consistent implementation of sustainable forest
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management and the multi-annual program for increasing forestation), as well as also a low
level of agricultural production intensity, favorable for development of ecological and
integrated farming and for implementation of agro-environmental programs.

18 cases of hydrological droughts were noted in Poland between 1951-2000. The longer
periods of low water in the Odra river basin were noted in the hydrological years 1953 and
1992, and in the Vistula river basin — in 1951, 1961 and 1992.

On the regional level, the long lasting low water events occur most frequently in the southern
part of the Pomorskie Lake District, in the Wielkopolskie Lake District and Lowland, and
partially in the Podlaska Lowland and the Lubelska Upland. On the seasonal basis, the
dominating type of low water, both in frequency and duration, are summer-autumn low water
events, although there are also low water periods during winter.

Atmospheric droughts are more frequent — 23 such events occurred between 1951-2000, and
their average duration was 132 months, which constitutes 22% of the analysed period. The
longest (13 months long) atmospheric droughts were noted between 1951-1960, and in 1969
there was an atmospheric drought in Poland, which covered 95% of the country territory.

Regions where atmospheric droughts appear most frequently are: Wielkopolska Lowland and
Lake District, Slaska Lowland, Sudeckie Foreland, Mazowiecka Lowland, Podlaska Lowland
and Mazury Lake District. Droughts appear most frequently in March and from June through
September.

Drought appears in Poland once every several years and causes negative environmental and
socio- economic effects (“economic” drought), such as:

e decrease of crops and food prices rise,

o decrease in forests resistance and productivity resulting in larger losses caused by fire
and gradation of pests and decrease of forest services;

e increase of water pollution and, in extreme cases, drop of river flows below the
minimal values, reduction of water level in lakes and basins, with negative
consequences for aquatic organisms and ecosystems, for water supply, navigation and
fishery.

Intensification of this phenomenon is favored by increased frequency of weather anomalies
accompanying climate warming.

Significant problem, especially in the context of deficiency of moisture in soil, is also the
question of improper melioration aimed at fast drain and land reclamation for agriculture (in
the Polish landscape there are no longer small ponds field hedges, 80% of ponds and
dammed-up water for mills has been cleared).

Drought and its negative effects threat is larger in Poland than in other countries with similar
climatic conditions. This is due to small natural water resources (20th rank in Europe),

especially in relation to needs of people and economy.

Between 1951-2000 the average annual water drainage, including the inflow from abroad,
was 62.4 km’, which constitutes app. 1600 m’/year per inhabitant, which is almost 3 times
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less than the average in the European countries, and, e.g. in 2003 volume of this drainage was
only 34.1 km*/year.

Counteraction

Measures aimed at counteracting droughts and reduction of their effect are undertaken in
Poland basing on the legal acts being currently in force. Those acts are, i.a.:

o the Act - Water Law', according to which coordination of activities in the particular
region is in the scope of competencies of the Director of the Regional Water
Management Administration, and prevention of drought effects is realized by
government administration and local government bodies;

e FEnvironmental Protection Actz,
e Forest act® s
o Agricultural and Forest Land Protection Act’

e the Act on Natural Calamities’, which provides the procedure of declaration and
cancellation of the state of natural calamity, and establishes the rules of public
authorities’ operation in such situation; the state of natural disaster can be declared
both to prevent effects of natural disasters (including drought) or technical
breakdowns, and to remove them;

e the Act of 7 July 2005 on subsidies to insurance’, regulating the rules of providing
extra payments from the resources of the national budget to premiums paid by farmers
as a consequence of insurance policies for crops against the risk of losses caused by
disasters, including drought.

In order to mitigate the effects of drought for agriculture, the government can make short-term
decisions concerning, i.a.:

e seed supply for future sowing and feed for livestock,

e implementation of temporary allowances in farming taxes,

e adjournment the payment of premiums for social security of farmers,
e reduction of land tenure rent,

e social aid for farms which were most severely affected by drought,

and also introduction of systemic solutions aimed at:

e providing disaster credits for resuming production in farms and special areas of
agricultural production located in the areas affected by disastrous drought,

e providing preference credits for investments aimed on drought effects removal,
including effects of drought,

' The Act of 18 July 2001 — Water Law (Journal of Laws of the year 2005, no. 239, item 2019 with subsequent changes).

% The Act of 27 April 2001 — Environmental Protection Law (Journal of Laws of the year 2001, no. 62, item 627 with
subsequent changes).

® The Act of 28 September 1991 on forests (Journal of Laws of the year 2005, no. 157, item 1315 with subsequent changes).
* The Act of 3 February 1995 on agricultural and forest land protection (Journal of Laws of the year 1995, no. 16, item 78
with subsequent changes).

5 The Act of 18 April 2002 on natural calamities (Journal of Laws of the year 2002, no. 62, item 558 with subsequent
changes).

® The Act of 7 July 2005 on subsidies to crop and livestock insurance (Journal of Laws of the year 2005, no. 150, item 1249).
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obtaining guarantees for repayment of preference credits,

speeding-up the advance payments from direct additional payments, in cases of
occurrence of serious losses in the farm being a result of drought.

Goals and tasks regarding drought combating have been also included in numerous program
documents adopted by the Polish government, defining the strategy of Polish actions in the
fields of economy of key importance for this problem. They are, among others:

Water management strategy, adopted by the Council of Ministers in 2005,

The program of preservation of forest gene resources and selection culture of forest
trees in Poland for the years 1991-2010,

The national program of increasing forestation, adopted by the Council of Ministers in
1995 and modified in 2002,

Rural Development Plan for the years 2004-2006,

Agreement of 11 April 2002 concluded between the Deputy Prime Minister, the
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, the Minister of the Environment, the
President of the Agriculture Restructurization and Modernisation Agency and the
National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management on cooperation
for increase of development of small water retention and dissemination and
implementation of environmentally friendly water retention methods.

The action plan included in the “Water management strategy” — the document of utter
importance — includes, i.a.:

development of the drought effects counteraction plan for the territory of the country
by the President of the National Water Management Administration, by the year 2007,

development of the National Water Retention Plan by the year 2008,
construction of retention basins and stages of fall,

support for development of small retention, understood as technical measures (e.g.
small water basins, weirs, drop gates, stages) and non-technical measures (e.g.
forestation, protective zones of vegetation, protection of ponds, marshes, etc.),

more rational water use and investments providing its good quality.

The Strategy provides that drought counteraction shall include: broader availability of water
resources, equalization of flow in rivers and steering with drainage of downfall waters, which
will facilitate retention of possibly highest quantity of water in soil and protection of
ecosystems and protection of flora and fauna species.

The whole set of the planned actions against drought and soil degradation (included not only
in the “Water management strategy”) assumes also, among others:

increasing forestation of the country from app. 29% at present to 33% in 2050, taking
into account the necessity to reconstruct forest stands and provision of optimal time
and spatial distribution of forestation,

maintenance and development of agricultural and forestation melioration, i.e. water
melioration (especially with the option of dry soil irrigation through trenches, draining
runs, etc.), agro-melioration (cultivation treatments aimed on improvement of physical
and chemical conditions and of water relations in low-class soils) and phyto-
melioration (forestation and increasing vegetation),
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expansion of the respond system for extraordinary threats with the module devoted to
the disaster of drought,

further development of drought monitoring methods and forecasting methods,

start of a agro-meteorological service for planning and realization of tasks directed on
counteracting, and in fact on reduction of drought effects for the environment, humans
and economy,

development of a soil protection strategy and of a proper action program for its
implementation, including establishment of a unified soil protection management
system and development of a stable mechanism for financing of the program and soil
protection and land recultivation projects.

Also, scientific research shall be continued in the following fields:

improvement of forecasting, monitoring and drought tracking methods,
role of water in shaping forest habitats, and the influence of forest on water cycle,
indicators for evaluation of water cycle disturbance in environment and its effects,

supporting measures for implementation of the soil protection strategy, especially in
scope of counteracting the excessive soil drying and soil degradation,

influence of climate changes and human activity on land degradation,
sustainable forest management methods,

diagnosis of the condition and threat for soils and technologies of their recultivation.

It is assumed that implementation of measures aimed at improvement of protection against
drought will result in 25% reduction of drought losses risk by the year 2020 (compared to the
year 2003).
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ACP
CCFD
CDI
CIDA
cop
CRIC
CSPs
CST
DAC
DzU
EC
EU

FAO
GCOS
GCTE

GEF
HIPC
IDA
IGAC
IGBP
IHDP
IOM
MDGs
MSZ
MS
MEN:IS
MF
NOVIB
NCSA
NGOs
OA
ODA

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States

Comité Catholique Contre la Faim et Pour le Développement
Capacity Development Initiative

Canadian International Development Agency

Conference of the Parties

Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention to Combat Desertification
Country Strategy Papers

Committee of Science and Technology

Development Assistance Committee

Official Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland

European Commission

European Union

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Global Climate Observing System
Global Change and Terrestrial Ecosystems

Global Environment Facility

Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative
International Development Association
International Global Atmospheric Chemistry Project
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme
International Human Dimensions Programme
International Organization for Migration
Millennium Development Goals

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of the Environment

Ministry of National Education and Sport

Ministry of Finance

Own name of the Dutch organization against poverty
National Capacity Self-Assessment
Non-governmental Organisations

Official Aid

Official Development Assistance
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OECD
PAH
GDP
PLN
PRSPs
RDP

RP

TNS OBOP
UNCBD
UNCCD
UNCSD
UNDP
UNEP
UNFCCC

UNGA
UNHCR

UNICEF
WCP
WFP
WHO

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Gross Domestic Product

Polish Zloty (Polish currency)

Poverty Reduction Strategy Programmes

Rural Development Plan

Republic of Poland

Research and marketing information company in Poland
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

United Nations General Assembly
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Children’s Fund
World Climate Programme
World Food Programme

World Health Organisation

32



A list of experts from Poland who specialize in issues covered by the resolutions of the UNCCD Convention

Annex

No. | Name and family name Declared areas of cooperation Institution/address Contact
1. Prof. Eng. Kazimierz low water hydrology, hydrological drought, Warsaw Agricultural University, Faculty of Engineering | Tel.: (48-22) 593 52 80
Banasik extremal flows, soil erosion and rubble and Environmental Science, Department of Hydraulic Fax: (48-22) 593 52 80
transport Engineering and Environmental Recultivation banasik@alpha.sggw.waw.pl
02-776 Warszawa, ul. Nowoursynowska 159
2. Prof. Henryk Banaszuk | soil science, geo-morphology, environment Bialystok Technical University , Institute of Tel.: (48-85) 746 95 75
protection issues Environmental Engineering and Protection, Faculty of Fax: (48-85) 746 95 76
Construction and Environmental Engineering
15-351 Biatystok, ul. Wiejska 45 e
3. Prof. Stanistaw Baran soil science, degradation, protection and Agricultural Academy of Lublin Tel.: (48-81) 5323047 w. 154
recultivation of soil, waste management, Faculty of Agriculture, Institute of Soil Science and Fax: (48-81) 532 26 32
environmental management and protection Environmental Management stanislaw.baran@ar.lublin.pl
20-069 Lublin, ul. Leszczynskiego 7
4, Prof. Eng. Stanistaw forest soil science, transformation of Agricultural Academy in Cracow Tel.: (48-12) 662 50 29
Brozek cultivation soil into forest one, nitrogen Department of Forest Soil Science Fax: (48-12) 662 50 32
balance in soils 31-425 Krakoéw, Al. 29 Listopada 46 rlbrozek@cyf-kr.edu.pl
5. Prof. Tadeusz Chodak soil science, protection and recultivation of Agricultural Academy in Wroctaw Tel.: (48-71-320-5613
soil, soil water balance, eluvium process, soil | Institute of Soil Science and Agricultural Environment chodak@ozi.ar.wroc.pl
erosion Protection
50-357 Wroctaw, ul. Grunwaldzka 53
6. Prof. Halina soil physics and chemistry, degradation of soil | University of Technology and Agriculture in Bydgoszcz, | Tel.: (48-52) 374 95 57
Dabkowska-Naskret resources Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Soil Science and dabkowska@atr.bydgoszez.pl
Protection
85-029 Bydgoszcz, ul. Bernardynska 6
7. Prof. Eng. Ryszard soil erosion, soil degradation and protection Maria Curie-Sktodowska University Tel.: (48-81) 537 52 16
Debicki Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences, ryszard.debicki@umcs.lublin.pl
Unit of Soil Sciences
20-033 Lublin, ul. Akademicka 19/245
8. Prof. Barbara Gworek environmental engineering, soil science, Institute of Environmental Protection Tel.: (48-22) 621 36 70
agricultural chemistry, waste management, soil | 00-548 Warszawa, ul. Krucza 5/11 Fax: (48-22) 629 52 63
recultivation barbara.gworek@ios.edu.pl
9. Dr. Eng. Janusz biotechnology in environment protection, University of Technology and Agriculture in Bydgoszcz, | Tel.: (48-52)374 95 02

Hermann

environmental managament, waste

management

Faculty of Agriculture
Department of Environmental Chemistry,

hermann@atr.bydgoszcz.pl
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No. | Name and family name Declared areas of cooperation Institution/address Contact
85-029 Bydgoszcz, ul. Bernardynska 6/8
10. | Prof. Stanistaw transformations of mineral and organic University of Podlasie Fax: (48-25) 643 13 53
Kalembasa compounds of C, N, S, P and heavy metals in | Chair of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry Tel.: (48-25) 643 13 64
variable oxygen-moisture conditions of soils 08-110 Siedlce, ul. B. Prusa 14 dwr@ap.siedlce.pl
11. | Dr. Eng. Janina soil degradation and protection, agri- Rzeszow University Tel.: (48-17) 872 16 38
Kaniuczak melioration, production of energy biomass, Unit of Soil Science and Environmental Chemistry dziek-br@univ.rzeszow.pl
bioaccumulation of heavy metals in plants, 35-601 Rzeszow, ul. Cwiklinskiej 2
organic waste disposal
12. | Prof. Andrzej Kedziora | Agro-meteorology, water management, Polish Academy of Sciences, Unit of Agricultural and Tel.: (48-61) 84 75 601
agricultural landscaping Forest Environment Research Fax: (48-61) 84 73 668
60-809 Poznan, ul. Bukowska 19 kedan@man.poznan.pl
13. | Prof. Edward Factors determining morphological features Agricultural Academy in Szczecin, Faculty of Tel.: (48-91) 487 60 71 w. 268
Niedzwiecki and fertility of soils, soil capability protection | Environmental Management and Agriculture Fax: (48-91) 442 56 90
71-434 Szczecin, ul. Stowackiego 17 Edward.Niedzwiecki@agro.ar.szczecin.pl
14. | Prof. Joanna Niemyska- | Composition and content of organic matter, Agricultural University of Cracow Tel.: (48-12) 662 43 70
Fukaszuk reasons for soil degradation, chemical Faculty of Agriculture and Economics, Department of Soil | rrniemys@cyf-kr.edu.pl
pollution, hydro-physical properties Science and Protection
31-120 Krakow, Al. Mickiewicza 21
15. | Dr. Grazyna Porgbska Soil degradation and its counteracting, soil Institute of Environmental Protection Tel.: (48-22) 625 10 05 w. 38
science 00-548 Warszawa, ul. Krucza 5/11 grazyna.porebska@jios.edu.pl
16. | Prof. Lech Ryszkowski | Agro-ecology, landscaping in increasing water | Polish Academy of Sciences, Unit of Agricultural and Tel.: (48-61) 847 56 01
retention, reduction of non-point pollution and | Forest Environment Research Fax: (48-61) 847 36 68
biodiversity protection in rural areas 60-809 Poznan, ul. Bukowska 19
17. | Prof. Eng. Jan Siuta Land protection and recultivation Institute of Environmental Protection Tel.: (48-22) 621 67 43
00-548 Warszawa, ul. Krucza 5/11 jan.siuta@ios.edu.pl
18. | Prof. Eng. Piotr Sustainable development of rural areas, soil Warsaw University of Technology, Faculty of Geodesy Tel.: (48-22) 660 53 93
Sktodowski protection and Cartography p.sklodowski@gik.pw.edu.pl
00-881 Warszawa, Plac Politechniki 1
19. | Dr. Eng. Franciszek agricultural environment management , rural Institute of Soil Science and Plan Cultivation, Department | Tel.: (48-81) 886 34 21 w. 336

Woch

areas management, sustainable land use, soil
protection, agriculture and forestry boundary
management

of Soil Science, Erosion and Land Conservation
24-100 Putawy, ul. Czartoryskich 8
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