
 

Desertification, land degradation and drought1 
 
205. We recognize the economic and social significance of good land management, including soil, 
particularly its contribution to economic growth, biodiversity, sustainable agriculture and food 
security, eradicating poverty, the empowerment of women, addressing climate change and 
improving water availability. We stress that desertification, land degradation and drought are 
challenges of a global dimension and continue to pose serious challenges to the sustainable 
development of all countries, in particular developing countries. We also stress the particular 
challenges this poses for Africa, the least developed countries and the landlocked developing 
countries. In this regard, we express deep concern for the devastating consequences of cyclical 
drought and famine in Africa, in particular in the Horn of Africa and the Sahel region, and call for 
urgent action through short-, medium- and long-term measures at all levels. 
 
206. We recognize the need for urgent action to reverse land degradation. In view of this, we will 
strive to achieve a land-degradation neutral world in the context of sustainable development. This 
should act to catalyse financial resources from a range of public and private sources. 
 
207. We reaffirm our resolve in accordance with the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification to take coordinated action nationally, regionally and internationally, to monitor, 
globally, land degradation and restore degraded lands in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas. 
We resolve to support and strengthen the implementation of the Convention and the 10-year 
strategic plan and framework to enhance its implementation (2008-2018), including through 
mobilizing adequate, predictable and timely financial resources. We note the importance of 
mitigating the effects of desertification, land degradation and drought, including by preserving and 
developing oases, restoring degraded lands, improving soil quality and improving water 
management, in order to contribute to sustainable development and poverty eradication. In this 
regard, we encourage and recognize the importance of partnerships and initiatives for the 
safeguarding of land resources. We also encourage capacity-building, extension training 
programmes and scientific studies and initiatives aimed at deepening understanding and raising 
awareness of the economic, social and environmental benefits of sustainable land management 
policies and practices. 
 
208. We stress the importance of the further development and implementation of scientifically 
based, sound and socially inclusive methods and indicators for monitoring and assessing the extent 
of desertification, land degradation and drought, as well as the importance of efforts under way to 
promote scientific research and strengthen the scientific base of activities to address desertification 
and drought in accordance with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. In this 
respect, we take note of the decision of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, at its tenth 
meeting, to establish an ad hoc working group, taking into account regional balance, to discuss 
specific options for the provision of scientific advice to its parties. 
 
209. We reiterate the need for cooperation through the sharing of climate and weather information 
and forecasting and early warning systems related to desertification, land degradation and drought, 
as well as to dust storms and sandstorms, at the global, regional and subregional levels. In this 
regard, we invite States and relevant organizations to cooperate in the sharing of related 
information, forecasting and early warning systems.  

                                                
1 Extracted from Document A/CONF.216/L.1 dated 19 June 2012 
 


