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Report of the Bureau Meeting 

 

1. A meeting of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties (COP) was convened by the President of 

the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD, Mr. Charles Bassett.  The 

meeting was held at the United Nations Headquarters, New York, USA on 21 October 2002. 

 

 

I.  Opening of the meeting and adoption of the Agenda 

 

2. The meeting was opened at 15.00 p.m. by the President of the Bureau who welcomed the 

members.   

 

3. The Bureau Members adopted the Agenda presented by the Secretariat. 

 

II.  Activities undertaken by the Secretariat since the last Bureau Meeting (March 2002) 

 

4. The Executive Secretary made a presentation on the Secretariat’s activities in the period under 

review.  He informed that the Secretariat focused on assistance provided to affected countries in 

the preparation of the national Action Programmes (NAPs); the preparation of national reports to 

be reviewed by the first session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the 

Convention (CRIC) as well as the development of activities relevant to the sub-regional and 

regional action programmes. 

 

A.  AFRICA 

National level 
 

5. The Secretariat informed that 29 countries have finalized their NAPs.  Six additional countries are 

in the process of finalizing their NAPs.  The Secretariat, the Global Mechanism and the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) have taken steps towards facilitating the organization 

of donor’s consultations in some of the countries, which have adopted their NAPs. 

 

6. In preparation of the first session of the CRIC, 48 reports have been submitted by the African 

Country Parties. 

 

Sub-regional level 

 

7. The Secretariat reported that additional financial resources have been mobilized for the 

development of the transboundary pilot projects.  A consultative meeting, which will make 
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preliminary assessments on the status of transboundary pilot projects is scheduled to take place in 

Tamammasset, Algeria by the end of the year 2002. 

 

8. The Secretariat has been involved in other important sub-regional activities such as: The third sub-

regional workshop on resource mobilization and partnership agreements for Western and Central 

African sub-regions.  Another important event in which the Secretariat took part is the Africa 

Land and Water Management initiative organized by the GEF implementing agencies (UNDP, 

WB & UNEP). 

 

Regional level 

 

9. The Secretariat facilitated the launching of the fourth UNCCD Thematic Programme Network 

(TPN4) on ecological monitoring, natural resources mapping, remote sensing and early earning 

systems.  The meeting was held in Tunis in early October 2002.  The Secretariat reminded that 

three out of the six networks that lay the foundation of the Regional Action Programme have 

already been launched and have started their activities. 

 

10. The Secretariat also informed the Bureau on follow-up activities undertaken in order to facilitate 

the preparation of project proposals to combat desertification in the context of the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). 

 

11. The Secretariat further informed on the outcomes of the African Regional Conference preparatory 

to the first session of the CRIC (Windhoek, Namibia July 2002). 

 

B.  ASIA 

National level 

 

12. The Secretariat reported that some 13 Country Parties have finalized their NAPs.  At least 7 

additional countries are in the process of finalizing their NAPs with the support of the Secretariat 

and other interested partners. 

 

13. The Secretariat mentioned that requests for technical and financial assistance towards the 

development of NAPs are still received from countries. In collaboration with the Global 

Mechanism, it is planned to assist many more countries in their NAP formulation process. 

 

14. The Secretariat informed that 36 national reports were submitted by Asian countries in preparation 

for the session of the CRIC. 

 

Sub-regional level 

 

15. A presentation was made on the status of sub-regional activities in Central, Western and North 

East Asia.  These activities include the preparation of the sub-regional action programme to 

combat desertification in the Aral Sea Basin; the establishment of a database on water resources 

and vegetation cover in Western Asia and the preparation of a project for alleviating sand storm in 

North East Asia. 

 

Regional level 

 

16. The Secretariat reported on the status of the Regional Action Programme.  Support has been 

provided for the launching of various Thematic Programme Networks. 
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17. The Secretariat also facilitated the preparation and organization of the Asian Regional Conference 

in preparation for the CRIC (Damascus, Syria July 2002) 

 

C.  LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

National level 

 

18. The Secretariat informed that 7 countries of the region have finalized their NAPs.  A group of 

additional 10 countries are in the process of finalizing their NAPs. 

 

19. The Secretariat has also provided support to some countries of the region towards the organization 

of national workshops on synergies between sustainable development conventions. 

 

Sub-regional level 

 

20. The Secretariat reported on recent developments concerning the ‘Gran Chaco’ project (Argentina, 

Paraguay, Bolivia); the ‘Puna Americano’ activities (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru); 

the Mesoamerica initiative (Belize, Costa Rica, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 

Nicaragua, Panama) and the Hispaniola Island Project (Dominican Republic, Haiti). 

 

Regional level 

 

21. The Secretariat informed that the Regional Coordinating Unit has been relocated at the Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in Mexico City. 

 

22. The Secretariat also facilitated the organization of the regional meeting preparatory to the first 

session of the CRIC ( Bridgetown, Barbados, 29 July - 1 August 2002). 

 

D.  EUROPE 

National level 

 

23. Information was provided on the secretariat’s continued effort to promote the Convention and 

facilitate the accession to it by the countries of Central and Eastern Europe.  Some four countries 

of the region have deposited their instruments of accession to the depositary between March and 

October 2002. 

 

24. The secretariat has also provided direct assistance to countries that have requested support for the 

preparation of their national report to the CRIC.   

 

Regional 

 

25. A regional conference preparatory to the CRIC has been organized at the end of July 2002 in 

Geneva, Switzerland.  Various reports submitted by Annex IV, Annex V and other developed 

Country Parties have been considered.  A synthesis of these reports and recommendation made at 

the Geneva Conference will be reviewed at the first session of the CRIC. 

 

II.2   External Relations and Public Information 

 

26. The secretariat reported on its cooperation with other sustainable development instruments.  The 

Bureau members were informed on the fact that the national reports to be received by the first 
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session of the CRIC present the views of the affected countries on successes and shortcomings in 

the achievement of synergies among the relevant conventions. 

 

27. The Secretariat informed on the status of its joint work programme with the Convention on 

Biological Diversity.  In this regard, the Bureau was informed on a training programme, which 

was organized in Italy for experts from affected developing Country Parties. 

 

28. The Secretariat also informed on the collaboration with the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change.  Several consultative meetings between the two Secretariats have 

had to identify a number of areas of cooperation, which include: the sharing of information 

systems, development of national profiles, adaptation of strategies in countries with arid, semi-

arid and dry sub-humid areas. 

 

29. The Secretariat further informed on the cooperation with the Non Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs). In the framework of the CRIC process, the secretariat has encouraged the NGOs to 

actively participate in the reporting process through their respective National Coordinating Bodies 

(NCBs).  In addition, several NGOs events related to the implementation of the UNCCD have 

been facilitated in the sidelines of the regional meetings preparatory to the CRIC. 

 

30. Other activities carried out by the Secretariat include the preparation and organization of the 

World Day to Combat Desertification (Osnabruck, Germany 17 June 2002); the issuance of a 

biennial newsletter called ‘Down to Earth’; the publication of a booklet titled ‘making a 

difference’. 

 

31. The Secretariat informed that the UNCCD reference unit has been fully operational since April 

2002.  The reference unit has been collaborating since then with the libraries and documentation 

centres of other UN organizations based in Bonn.  

 

II.3   Committee on Science and Technology (CST) 

 

32. The Chairman of the CST recalled the decision of the Bureau concerning the selection of the 

CST’s group of experts.  He informed that pursuant to consultations with the regional groups and 

the Secretariat, the CST Bureau convened a meeting from 07 to 10 October 2002, in Bonn.  The 

CST members selected 25 candidates who will compose the CST’s group of experts.  

 

33. As requested by the Bureau of the COP, the list of the 25 selected candidates has been circulated.  

A copy is annexed to this report.  The first meeting of the group of experts will be held in 

Hamburg, Germany from 04 to 07 November 2002. 

 

34. The Chairman of the CST also reported on activities relating to the establishment of a research 

centre on Traditional Knowledge in Italy.  He informed that a Memorandum of Understanding has 

been signed between the Ministry of Environment of Italy and the Secretariat of the Convention in 

July 2002. Steps have been taken for the definition of the mandate of the Research Centre and its 

programme of work. 

 

35. The chairman of the CST further reported on the financial difficulties encountered for the 

implementation of phase two of the survey and evaluation of existing networks. 

 

36. With regard to the desertification information system to support national action programmes in the 

Mediterranean (DISMED), the Bureau were informed on the current collaboration between the 

Ministry for Cooperation of Italy, the European Agency of Environment and the Secretariat. 



 

Report of the Bureau Meeting  21 October 2002 

 

 

CCD 

 

 

 

Page 5 

 

 

 

III.  Consideration of the measures on the UNCCD adopted by the 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) 

 

39.  As a follow up to decision 8 / COP.5 relating to the preparation of the WSSD. The Executive 

Secretary informed on actions initiated by the secretariat to participate actively in the preparatory 

process for the WSSD and in the summit, with a view to ensuring that the UNCCD goals and 

objectives were duly reflected in its outcome. 

 

40.  The President of the Bureau emphasized that the Summit was a success from the view point of the 

UNCCD.  The plan of implementation of the WSSD acknowledged the UNCCD as one of the 

tools for poverty eradication.  The Summit also agreed to strengthen the implementation of the 

UNCCD, and to ‘call on the Second assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to take 

action on the recommendations of the GEF Council concerning the designation of land 

degradation (desertification and deforestation) as a focal area of the GEF as a means of GEF 

support for the successful implementation of the UNCCD. 

 

41.  The Executive Secretary also informed the Bureau on the outcome of the Second Assembly of the 

GEF.  He said that the Assembly, which met from 16 to 18 October 2002 in Beijing, China, 

responded to the call made by the WSSD and decided to declare the GEF’s availability to serve as 

a financial mechanism of the UNCCD should the COP so decides at its next session. 

 

42.  The Bureau recognized that the whole issue of UNCCD took quite a significant step forward.  The 

chairman added that this positive outcome features prominently certainly because of the linkages 

between desertification and poverty. 

 

IV.  Overview of the preparation of the first session of the Committee 

for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) 
 

1.   Measures to prepare the first session of the CRIC and consideration  

of the main issues on the Agenda of the CRIC 

 

 

43. The Secretariat made a presentation on the preparatory activities for the session of the CRIC.  

Emphasis was made on the quality of the 185 reports submitted by the Country Parties and some 

observers.  The Secretariat has compiled and synthesized the reports for the consideration of the 

Parties. 

 

44. The Bureau were also informed on the arrangements made in cooperation with the Government of 

Italy, host country of the CRIC, and the FAO, which agreed to make available its conference 

facilities. 

 

45. The Secretariat further recalled that the review of the reports will be undertaken through case 

studies according to the thematic topics that were identified by the COP.5. 

 

46. Some Bureau members made comments on the  need to be very concrete at the CRIC session and 

focus on priority issues identified in the relevant decision of COP.5 and in the national reports.  

 

 

47. The Secretariat informed that the regional wrap up sessions, which will be organized during the 

second week of the session will highlight the outcomes from the regional meetings and continue 
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the debate on UNCCD implementation with a view to contribute to the comprehensive report of 

the CRIC, including conclusions and recommendations. 

 

48. The Secretariat also mentioned that after having considered the thematic issues, the Parties would 

have the opportunity to consider some key elements through a Global Interactive Dialogue, which 

will take into account recent developments concerning the UNCCD processes. 

 

2.   Facilitation of the Participatory to the First Session of the CRIC 

 

49. The Executive Secretary called the attention of the Bureau to the funding requirements for the 

participation of developing countries and the representatives of the NGOs at the CRIC session.  

He underlined the fact that the contributions received through the special fund for support towards 

the participation in the CRIC continue to be a matter of concern.  He said that given this context 

only one delegate per developing country will be sponsored by UNCCD. 

 

50. The President urged all Bureau members to communicate to countries of their regions, inviting 

them to consider making contributions to the special fund for participation. 

 

V.  Other matters 

 

51.  The Executive Secretary informed the Bureau members on recent discussion with a couple of 

countries concerning the venue of the Sixth Session of the COP.  He reported that Cuba has been 

considering hosting a COP for quite a few years.  The Government of Cuba informed recently the 

Secretariat of their interest in hosting COP.6 in early September 2003. 

 

52.  Members of the Bureau expressed their support to the offer from Cuba.  The President of the Bureau 

concluded that the Bureau accepts the offer and authorizes the Executive Secretary to undertake 

detailed arrangements with the Government of Cuba. 

 

VI.  Next meeting 

 

53.  The next ordinary session of the Bureau will be held in the margins of the meeting of the 

Committee on Sustainable Development scheduled in April 2003.  The Executive Secretary will 

consult with the President of the Bureau on the date of the meeting and inform the Bureau 

members accordingly. 

 

54.  The President thanked the Bureau members and the secretariat for their contribution and support.  

He declared the meeting closed at 18:00 p.m. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

Mr. Charles BASSETT 

Canadian International Development Agency 

(CIDA) 

200 Promenade du Portage 

Hull, K1A OG4 – Québec, Canada 

Tel: (1-819) 994 8208 

Fax: (1-819) 953 5229 

Email: charles_bassett@acdi-cida.gc.ca 

 

 

Mr. Ashot VARDEVANYAN 

Ministry of Nature Protection 

35 Moskovian Str. 

Yerevan 375002 

Republic of Armenia 

Tel: (374-1) 532 472 

Fax: (374-1) 531 861 / 53 48 92 / 538 187 

Email: nature@arminco.am 

 

Amb. Zamba BATJARGAL 

Embassy of Mongolia  

21-4 Kamiyama-cho 

Shibuya-ku Tokyo 150-0047 

Japan 

Tel: (81-3) 3460 2193 

Fax: (81-3) 3469 2216 

Email: z_batjargal@yahoo.com 

 

 

Mr. Guido SOTO 

Office of Planification 

National Forestry Corporation 
Cordovez 281 

La Serena, Chile 

Tel:  (56-51) 226 090 

Fax: (56-51) 215 073 

Email: gsoto@conaf.cl / labcentralvls@hotmail.com 

 

Mr. Aboubaker DOUALÉ WAÏS 

Ministère de l’Habitat, de l’Urbanisme, de 

l’Environnement et de l’Aménagement du 

Territoire 

BP 11 - Djibouti 

Tel: (253) 350 006 / 358 522 

Fax: (253) 351 618 

 

 

Mr. Philbert BROWN 

Ministry of Water and Housing 

Island Life Building 

6, St. Lucia Avenue 

Kingston 5, Jamaica 

Tel: (1-876) 754 4543 

Fax (1-876) 754 0975 / 926 0081 

E-mail: sdemow@cwjamaica.com 

 

 

Ms. Dagmar KUBINOVA 

Ministry of Environment 

Vrsovicka 65 

11000, Prague 10 

Czech Republic 

Tel: (420) 2 6712 2514 

Fax: (420) 2 6712 6514 

Email: dagmar_kubinova@env.cz 

 

 

Ms. Carmen FARIAS  

Ministerio Ambiente Recursos Naturales 

Direccion General Cuencas Hidrografigas 

Caracas 1010 

Venezuela 
Tel: (58-212) 408 1644 / 42 

Fax: (58-212) 408 4710 

Email:  cfarias@marnr.gov.ve 
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H.E. Rogatien BIAOU  

Ambassador 

Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and African Integration 

Chairman of the Committee for the Review 

of the Implementation of the Convention 

Cotonou - Benin 

Tel/Fax: (229) 30 64 92 

Cell: (229) 94 80 93 

E-mail:  rogasbiaou@yahoo.fr 

 

 

Mr. Markku AHO 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

PO Box 176 

FIN - 00161 Helsinki, Finland 

Tel: (358-9) 1605 6422 

Fax (358-9) 1605 6100 

E-mail:  markku.aho@formin.fi 

 

 

Mr. Ernest NDABASHINZE 

Counsellor to the Permanent Mission of Burundi 

336 East, 45th Street, 12th floor 

New York, N.Y. 10017 

Tel: (1-212) 499 0001/2 

Fax: (1-212) 499 0006 

E-mail: endabashinze@hotmail.com 

 

 

Mr. Mohsan ESPERI 

Deputy Director for International Economic 

Affairs 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Tehran, Iran 
Tel: (98-21) 321 2675 

Fax (98-21) 670 4176 

E-mail: mesperii@yahoo.com 

 

Ms. Joana Talafré 

Bureau de la Désertification/Desertification 
Office Direction générale des politiques / 
Policy Branch  
Agence Canadienne de Développement 
International 
Canadian International Development Agency 

Tel: (819) 997-7868   Fax (819) 953-5229 

E-mail: JOANA_TALAFRE@acdi-cida.gc.ca 

Mr. Hama Arba DIALLO 

Executive Secretary 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Str. 8 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: (49-228) 815 28 01 

Fax: (49-228) 815 28 98/99 

E-mail: adiallo@unccd.int 

 

 

Mr. Per RYDEN 

Managing Director 

UNCCD-Global Mechanism 

Via del Serafico 107, 00142 Rome 

Italy 

Tel: (39-06) 545 92129 

Fax: (39-06) 545 9135 

E-mail: p.ryden@ifad.org 

 

 

 

Mr. Grégoire de KALBERMATTEN 

Principal Coordinator 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Str. 8 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: (49-228) 815 28 24 

Fax: (49-228) 815 28 98/99 

E-mail: gdkalbermatten@unccd.int 

 

 

Mr. Melchiade BUKURU 

UNCCD Liaison Office 

2 United Nations Plaza 

New York, N.Y 10017 

Tel: (1-212) 963 48 71 

Fax: (1-212) 963 19 40 

 mail: bukuru@un.org 

Mr. Massimo CANDELORI 

Coordinator for COPSUBLA 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Str. 8 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: (49-228) 815 28 43 

Fax: (49-228) 815 28 98/99 

E-mail: mcandelori@unccd.int 

mailto:rogasbiaou@yahoo.fr
mailto:marion_parry@acdi-cida.gc.ca
mailto:adiallo@unccd.int
mailto:acissoko@unccd.int
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 Mr. Rajeb BOULHAROUF 

Coordinator for External Relations and Public 

Information 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Str. 8 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: (49-228) 815 28 10 

Fax: (49-228) 815 28 98/99 

E-mail: rboulharouf@unccd.int 

 

 

 

Mr. Mansour N’DIAYE 

Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Str. 8 

53175 Bonn, Germany 

Tel: (49-228) 815 28 03 

Fax: (49-228) 815 28 98/99 

E-mail: mndiaye@unccd.int 
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           ANNEX

  

   

The Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology met from 7 to 10 October, 2002 in 

Bonn, Germany to select in consultation with the UNCCD Secretariat the 25 members of the 

Group of Experts as noted in Decision 17/COP5 and its Annex. The selected candidates are as 

follows: 
 

Africa 

 

Badroui, Mohamed 

El Bagouri, Ismail Hamdi 

Folorunso, Olatunji 

Saadou, Mahamane 

Seely, Mary Kathryn 

 

 

CEE 

 

Baloyan, Samvel 

Debicki, Ryszard 

Sokolovska, Maria 

Vermes, Laszlo 

Tesarova, Marta 

WEOG 

Mouat, David Anthony 

Ornas, Anders 

Ozden , Dursun Murat 

Sanchez, Victor 

Sciortino, Maurizio 

 

Asia 

Ahmadi, Hassan 

Al-Amoud, Ahmed Ibrahim 

Singh, Harish 

Takeuchi, Kazuhiko 

Wang, Lixian 

 

LAC 

 

Abraham, Elena Maria 

Febles, Gustavo 

Leon, Alejandor 

Nascimento, Nadima 

Santibanez, Fernando 
 


