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Dryland Champions 2015

The Drylands Champion Programm is designed to enable participating 
countries to recognize national activities that make a practical contribution 
to sustainable land management (SLM) practices
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The Dryland Champions programme 
 I am part of the solution

Be part of the solution become a Dryland Champion ! 
Rio +20 recognized the need for action to reverse land degradation and called to strive to achieve a land-degradation neutral world. Combating 
land degradation is a challenging task but also an exciting endeavor. Why exciting?  Because implementing the UNCCD and achieving a land-
degradation neutral world start literally on one’s own doorstep. Everybody can contribute; take action and being part of a growing Dryland 
Champions community that safeguard land and soil for greater local 

Who are Dryland Champions?
Dryland Champions is a new programme designed to honor activities by individuals and/or organizations and business respectively   that make 
a practical contribution to sustainable land management (SLM) practices. Under the Dryland Champions motto “I am part of the solution,” the 
initiative focuses first and foremost on people, their commitment and endeavors for improving the livelihoods of populations and the conditions of 
ecosystems affected by desertification and drought. 

What will be recognized? 
Dryland Champions programme recognizes a wide spectrum of SLM activities.  All actions, activities, initiatives and projects (on-site and/or off-site) 
that introduce, facilitate, promote and/or implement SLM practices/policies at local/national levels. 
Who can be recognized?
Who can be recognized? 
The Dryland Champions programme is open to everyone including:
• Youth Groups and Schools 
• An individual adult, youth or child
• Business
• Industry
• NGOs/CSOs
• Community group, municipality, or First Nation/ethnic group
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The Drylands Champions 2015 Brazil: 30 fantastic and incredible projects  
actions and initiatives were selected by Brasil this year as Dryland Champions. 
They are part of the solutuion to keep the world’s land fertil and healty.  
Congratualtions.

(Please note some of the pictures are not project pictures)
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DevelOpmeNt COmpANY OF the SãO FrANCISCO AND pArNAíBA 
vAlleYS - CODevASF
São Francisco River Basin

Project summary
The Watershed Revitalization Program aims to recover, conserve and preserve 
the environment through a process of integrated and participatory planning 
and environmental management, enabling the implementation of public 
policies for sustainable development aimed at improving people’s quality of 
life. Interventions consist on the implementation of conservation practices to 
control erosion and restoration of degraded areas that enable the capture and 
the rainwater accumulation that infiltrates the soil and ground water supplies, 
reduce the runoff of rainwater and the drag sediment, soil impoverishment 
and siltation of waterways. Different methods are used in these actions: 
vegetation, fencing and protection / recovery springs, riparian forests, hilltops 
and legal reserves; implantation of terraces and micro dams; realignment of 
local roads, containment and stabilization of gullies and slopes.

More information/ Web page
www.codevasf.gov.br

5



6



NAtIONAl INStItute OF SemIArID– INSA/mCtI AND BrAzIlIAN 
SemI-ArID ArtICulAtION – ASA BrASIl
Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
the Familiar Agricultural Systems resilient to environmental extreme events 
in the Brazilian semiarid overview: coping alternatives to the processes 
of desertification and climate change Research is an organization-project 
formulated, developed and implemented by INSA/MCTI and ten organizations 
of civil society, which are part of ASA Brazil. It aims to conduct a participatory 
survey with families of farmers and experimenters farmers in semi-arid region 
of Brazil, on the strategies undertaken by families and local organizations that 
confer increased strength and recovery in the face of disturbance caused by 
severe weather events, especially more prolonged droughts and its effects.
The methodology starts from participatory action research, where researchers 
interact dialogically with families to describe and characterize the agro-
ecosystems.
As a result, it is expected to obtain an analysis of the ecological, economic and 
social dynamics that occur in the system over time.

More information/ Web page
http://www.insa.gov.br 
http://www.asabrasil.org.br
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CACtOS INStItute

Municipality of Irauçuba - State of Ceará

Project summary
Water for Life in Semiarid Region was a project in partnership with Diocesan 
Caritas of Itapipoca/Ce, municipality of Irauçuba/Ce and Forum for Solidarity 
and Sustainable Living with the Semi-Arid conditions. Were built 200 tankers 
for rainwater storage and training in management of water resources in the 
semiarid region of Irauçuba, financed by the Principality of Asturias.

More information/ Web page
http://institutocactos.wix.com/cactos
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CACtOS INStItute

Municipality of Irauçuba - State of Ceara

Project summary
The art of recycling aimed to empower young people in skills seeking 
alternative sources of income from recycled materials. Funded by Banco 
do Nordeste - BNB via BNB Northeast and Citizenship Institute - Bidding for 
Supporting micro projects “More Culture” for the Brazilian Semi-Arid.

More information/ Web page
http://institutocactos.wix.com/cactos
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CACtOS INStItute

Municipality of Irauçuba - State of Ceara

Project summary
School and Life in Semiarid Region: a proposal for education was implemented 
with funding from the 2nd edition of the Supporting Fund for local initiatives 
to combat desertification in partnership with the Ministry of Environment 
and German technical Cooperation Agency - GIz. the project aimed to 
change the standard curriculum offered in the municipality of Irauçuba 
from a local experience that valued its own historical/social/geographic and 
environmental scenery as proportioning element of an education committed 
to transform the semiarid reality.

More information/ Web page
http://institutocactos.wix.com/cactos
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CACtOS INStItute

Municipality of Irauçuba - State of Ceara

Project summary
The project Education with foot on the ground: physical interventions 
via technology diffusion in Irauçuba areas susceptible to desertification 
was financed by the 3rd edition of the Support Fund for local initiatives to 
combat desertification in partnership with the National Fund on Climate 
Change - Climate Fund. the project aimed to provide training for farmers with 
technical/appropriate technologies, intervening in combating desertification 
in Irauçuba Desertification Nucleus , based on the implementation of actions 
of the Municipal Action Plan to Combat Desertification - PAM-Irauçuba, via 
educational processes of transmission and dissemination of appropriate 
technologies to the semi-arid region, with the methodology of learning by 
doing, through experiential workshops in rural areas.

More information/ Web page
http://institutocactos.wix.com/cactos
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prOFeSSOr BArtOlOmeu ISrAel De SOuzA - FeDerAl uNIverSItY 
OF pArAíBA - uFpB
Upper course of Paraíba River – State of Paraíba

Project summary
Development of technical and institutional capacities of local partners in 
watershed for the development of strategies for the conservation of natural 
environments: Knowing the biophysical and anthropogenic relationships 
to support sustainable living in the Upper Course of Paraíba River is a 
project with the objective of undertake a survey and analysis of biophysical 
and human data and their interactions in this part of Brazil, to expand the 
knowledge basis of those elements at the regional level, identifying cause and 
effect relationships and providing better guidance for interventions based 
on sustainable land use, the recovery of degraded areas and mitigating the 
effects of climate change. The region has been subject to historical processes 
of desertification in a large part of its land, with lack of information for a range 
of climatic conditions, soil, hydro availability and existing flora.
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prOFeSSOr FreDerICO CAmpOS pereIrA - FeDerAl INStItute OF 
pArAíBA/CeNter FOr reSeArCh ON AGrOeCOlOGY – NeA
Regions Seridó and Cariri - State of Paraiba

Project summary
The project Degraded areas recovery in the Brazilian semiarid region develops 
vegetable restocking techniques with xerophilous species and native of the 
area, most of them representatives of the Caatinga biome flora. The project’s 
areas of activity are admittedly degraded by excesses of human action and 
due to agricultural activities (monocultures), livestock (overgrazing), disposal 
of solid waste (garbage dumps) and mining. Among the species studied stand 
out macambira (Bromelia laciniosa), Facheiro (pilosocereus pachycladus), 
Mandacaru (Cereus jamacaru), Xique-xique (Pilosocereus gounellei), 
palmatória (Opuntia stricta) and the Spineless cactus (Opuntia ficus-indica) 
all propagated and planted aimed at ecological recovery of those areas. 
Primarily the work is carried out on properties of small farmers, Settlements 
and Quilombo Communities projects.
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CItY hAll OF IrAuçuBA – CeArá StAte

Municipality of Irauçuba

Project summary
The Municipal Action Plan to Combat Desertification – PAM-Irauçuba was 
created in order to have a legal instrument to guide the actions for minimizing 
the effects of land degradation, desertification and dealing with drought, as 
well as a legal framework for the allocation of resources to enable actions 
to combat the effects of desertification phenomenon in Irauçuba. The PAM-
Irauçuba was articulated by civil society through the Instituto Cactos in 
partnership with the government (City hall and Chamber).  the document of 
popular initiative has become a legal framework, turning into the MUNICIPAL 
lAW Nº 645/2009, OF 17 JuNe 2009, establishing the municipal policy on 
Combating and Preventing Desertification and Mitigating the Effects of 
Drought, creating also the municipal Fund to Combat Desertification and 
other provisions.

http://www.iraucuba.ce.gov.br
http://www.iraucuba.ce.gov.br
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CeNter FOr pOpulAr eDuCAtION AND SOCIAl FOrmAtION - 
CepFS
Municipality of Teixeira - State of Paraiba

Project summary
the project Agroecology Income Generating and promoting Citizenship in 
Teixeira de Serra, sponsored by the Petrobras Environmental Program is an 
initiative that has been strengthening familiar agriculture through developing 
the properties with social technologies for coexistence with the semiarid 
climate. The project includes training initiatives, workshops, exchanges, 
seminars, meetings and participative diagnosis as a way to assess the potential 
of each farmer for the development of social technologies for coexistence 
with the semiarid region. The project has demonstrated in practice ways of 
living with the adverse weather, and at the same time raises the self-esteem 
of farmers, referencing them as protagonists of his stories, by promoting the 
gathering of knowledge, a key element for experiencing citizenship.

More information/ Web page
http://www.cepfs.org
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NOrtheASt WOmeN’S hOuSe

Sertão do Pajeú - State of Pernambuco

Project summary
Women in Caatinga is a project that aims to promote actions against 
desertification, prioritizing the preservation of biodiversity of the Caatinga 
Biome and its sustainable management. Mobilized 210 women farmers 
from 12 municipalities of Pajeú Wilderness Territory in Pernambuco state to 
intervene recovering degraded areas of the Caatinga. The main action took 
place in four interconnected areas: afforestation of the territory by planting 
46,000 seedlings of native plants, conducting educational workshops that 
addressed the themes: women’s rights, feminism, preserving the Catinga 
biome and Sovereignty and Food Security. the project spread renewable 
technologies, in order to decrease the removal of wood for fuel and cooking 
food. For both were built 210 agro-ecological stoves. many lessons were 
learned, such as the role of women in preserving the Caatinga, the importance 
of planting the seedlings and the discussion in society about the importance 
of preserving the biome Catinga.

More information/ Web page
www.casadamulherdonordeste.org.br
www.mulheresnacaatinga.org.br
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eNvIrONmeNtAl SChOOl FrANCISCO CArIBé

Municipality of Palmeira dos Indios - State of Alagoas

Project summary
The Project Movement for Community Development implemented 
permaculture spaces near schools. While visiting these schools was realized 
that there were empty spaces surrounding thereof; It was planned with the 
directors and coordinators occupy these unprotected soils with vegetable 
crops, medicinal plants and trees, reusing various materials (cartons, plastic 
bottles, cans, bottles, wood, etc.) in the school. These practices are now 
implemented in five rural municipal and state schools and have provided 
moments of conversation about the environment and agro ecology and what 
is sacred to local people, the soil is being well maintained and without the 
use of pesticides which will guarantee food for the body and soul. After these 
years of implementation and monitoring these schools, there are students 
multiplying the practices in the properties of their families and productive 
backyards, thus contributing to a new way of producing in the field and 
improving family nutrition and income.

More information/ Web page
www.projeto-oasis.blogspot.com
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SABIá CeNter FOr AGrOeCOlOGICAl DevelOpmeNt

Sertão do Pajeú, Sertão do Araripe, Central and Northern Agreste region - State of Pernambuco

Project summary
The Project Land for Lives - Agroforestry Systems for combating desertification 
and adapting to climate change in semi-arid is being implemented the last 
three years, a period that coincides with one of the strongest droughts that 
hit the northeastern Brazil, and even then the activities are being realized and 
getting good results with the population of the regions where activities are 
being implemented. The goal is to complete the project with 100 hectares 
of agroforestry systems implemented, and to achieve this, the areas have 
been mapped, measured by GpS and are now being made and carried out 
the seedlings deployment in 2015. The project perspective is to know and 
study Caatinga Biome to make an intervention that dialogue with the people 
of the region and the existing flora and fauna in areas that are benefiting for 
its implementation.

More information/ Web page
www.centrosabia.org.br
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prOFeSSOr JulIANO rICArDO FABrICANte - FeDerAl uNIverSItY 
OF SãO FrANCISCO vAlleY - uNIvASF
Caatinga Biome

Project summary
The Research Assessment of the impacts of herbivory by goats/sheep and 
the use of rhea (Rhea americana Linnaeus, 1758) as an alternative for the 
management and conservation of Caatinga aims to evaluate the impacts 
of goats and sheep on vegetation and soils in the Caatinga and provide an 
alternative to the problem through a native animal of the region. The research 
project began in 2011 and was funded by the Foundation for Science and 
technology of the State of pernambuco (FACepe) through the Scientific and 
technological Development program regional (mCt / CNpq / FACepe).

More information/ Web page
http://lattes.cnpq.br/7471929313306810
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ANe - NOrtheASt WAter ASSOCIAtION

Upper Rio Capibaribe - State of Pernambuco

Project summary
The goal of Sands Water Project is to contribute to environmental restoration 
and management of the alluvial springs of water in the Upper Rio Capibaribe, 
aimed at water sustainability of rural populations in this semi-arid region of 
Pernambuco. To achieve the overall goal, four specific objectives were defined: 
to know the operation of the water accumulation system and sediment in 
alluvial deposits, optimizers develop technologies for conservation and water 
catchment in the sands of alluvial, create and implement water sustainability 
network and strengthen strategies for local water governance. It addresses the 
issue of water resources in the semiarid in a systemic perspective, combined 
with the other elements of nature, considering the perspective of production 
that meets current human needs, which are dynamic and socioeconomically 
defined at the time that helps to ensure the productive potential in medium 
and long term, and ensure ecosystem processes

More information/ Web page
http://www.aguasdonordeste.org.br
http://www.aguasdonordeste.org.br/website/projeto-aguas-deareias/
apresentacao/
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rIO GrANDe DO NOrte StAte GOverNmeNt

State of Rio Grande do Norte 

Project summary
Sustainable RN Project is a multisectoral project, coordinated by the 
Department of Planning. It aims to contribute over five years with changes in 
the socioeconomic of rio Grande do Norte state scenario, by implementing 
a set of coordinated actions designed to reverse the low dynamism of the 
state , with a focus on reducing regional inequalities, as well to support the 
modernization of public administration to provide more efficient and effective 
services in order to improve the quality of life of local people. The target for 
development of the Sustainable RN Project is to contribute to the state’s efforts 
to: (i) increase food security, access to productive infrastructure and access 
to markets for family farmers; (ii) improve access and quality of education 
services, health and public safety; and (iii) improve public expenditure control 
systems, human resources and management of physical assets in the context 
of a results-based management approach.

More information/ Web page
www.rnsustentavel.rn.gov.br

35



36



CAAtINGA - ADvISOrY CeNtre AND SuppOrt FOr WOrkerS AND 
AlterNAtIve NON-GOverNmeNtAl INStItutIONS
Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
Caatinga has 26 years researching, testing and disseminating technologies 
adapted to living with the Brazilian semiarid and collaborating in the social 
organization of familiar farmers. Among the projects carried out by the 
institution, it was concluded that the Productive Backyards are quite efficient 
in the process of construction of knowledge in dignified coexistence with 
semiaridez in combating desertification and in dealing with climate change. 
Generally, it constitutes a small localized area surrounded near the residence 
of the familiar farmers, having a number of technologies that ensure food 
and nutrition security, water security and income. Own area for experimental 
agro-ecological production techniques that can be used in other areas. 
Families with yards increase their capacity of coexistence with the semiarid 
and management of natural resources, especially in years of drought. There 
are already dozens of Productive Backyards deployed. This project assists in 
the fulfillment of the millennium Goals.

More information/ Web page
www.caatinga.org.br
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uNIverSItY OF rIO GrANDe DO NOrte StAte - uerN

Canto do Amaro, rural zone of Mossoró - Rio Grande do Norte State

Project summary
The project Recovery Degraded areas by mining activity, using the “Technique 
of inoculum” has the overall objective of rehabilitating degraded areas by 
mining and oil industry in the semiarid region, through the use of proper 
technique to Caatinga environment. The specific objectives are to identify 
the species with greater adaptability and development in the environment 
in the recovery phase; To continue the restoration of vegetation cover of 10 
ha of soils impacted by gravel and clay extraction; Induce natural correction 
of soil fertility and biodiversity levels through the use of litter and cattle 
manure in order to promote the growth of caatinga and recovery of flora and 
microbiological fauna; Test and improve the recovery technique of degraded 
areas “inoculum” of litter and adding cattle manure.
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eNvIrONmeNtAl mANAGemeNt reSeArCh GrOup OF 
perNAmBuCO - GAmpe
Agreste region and Sertão of Pernambuco State

Project summary
The Project Maintaining the Caatinga: Knowing the semi-arid northeast aims 
to stimulate students and teachers to become aware of social technologies 
focused on social and environmental demands of the semiarid and the 
characteristics of caatinga, leading them to think about sustainability in 
semiarid, with the development of demonstration units in schools, the 
implementation of social technologies in communities, the appreciation of 
local knowledge and raising the dialogue between generations aimed at the 
coexistence with the semiarid and combating desertification. Scientific fairs 
will be organized in each of the schools in the municipalities, and the best 
works will be included in the scholarship selection notice. These will have a 
moment to exchange ideas in the rural Federal university of pernambuco - 
uFrpe, with the assistance of the institution teachers. then they will receive 
award certificate issued by the University. These works will compose a 
collection and published once the project finish.

More information/ Web page
www.ufrpe.br
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CAAtINGA - ADvISOrY CeNtre AND SuppOrt FOr WOrkerS AND 
AlterNAtIve NON-GOverNmeNtAl INStItutIONS
Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
Caatinga has 26 years researching, testing and disseminating technologies 
adapted to living with the Brazilian semiarid and collaborating in the social 
organization of familiar farmers. Among the projects carried out by the 
institution, it was concluded that the Productive Backyards are quite efficient 
in the process of construction of knowledge in dignified coexistence with 
semiaridez in combating desertification and in dealing with climate change. 
Generally, it constitutes a small localized area surrounded near the residence 
of the familiar farmers, having a number of technologies that ensure food 
and nutrition security, water security and income. Own area for experimental 
agro-ecological production techniques that can be used in other areas. 
Families with yards increase their capacity of coexistence with the semiarid 
and management of natural resources, especially in years of drought. There 
are already dozens of Productive Backyards deployed. This project assists in 
the fulfillment of the millennium Goals.

More information/ Web page
www.caatinga.org.br
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GreeN DIAmOND INStItute - IDv

Municipality of Itiúba - State of Bahia

Project summary
The Project Water for Life aims to apply innovative technologies to capture, 
storage, management of water resources and the recovery of degraded rural 
areas with agricultural families in the Municipality of Itiúba, through the 
following actions: Promotion of Lectures, Workshops, Seminars and solidarity 
Joint efforts with the Agricultural Families on: Climate change, desertification 
and sustainability in the Brazilian semiarid; Construction of a dam on stone 
slab, with a capacity of 840m3 of water; Construction of a stone slab tank 
with a capacity of 360m3 of water; Underground Dam 80m, and recovery of 
two hectares of degraded area by irrigation with drip; Construction of a plant 
nursery with 50m2, for the production of seedlings of fruit and native trees 
of the biome, threatened with extinction, to be distributed free to the target 
communities.

More information/ Web page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Instituto-Diamante-Verde-
IDV/207134909308134
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reStOrAtION eCOlOGY lABOrAtOrY, FeDerAl uNIverSItY OF rIO 
GrANDe DO NOrte - uFrN
Açu National Forest - Rio Grande do Norte State

Project summary
The Project Caatinga Restoration aimed at the functioning and resistance to 
desertification of semiarid aims to develop planting techniques more adapted 
to the semiarid reality. The restoration experiment to be implemented on a 
large scale is part of a worldwide network of experiments that relate the role 
of plant biodiversity in ecosystem functioning. So most biodiverse plantations 
and the presence of key species (facilitators) may be more efficient to recover 
degraded areas and prevent advances in the process of desertification. 
Innovative seedling production techniques were developed (plants with roots 
of 1 meter in length), which resulted in higher survival in adverse conditions 
of planting in the field. The project is developed within a Conservation Unit 
and includes the participation of the local community, as the group of scouts 
and students of the Federal Institute of panguaçu as well as local people who 
participate directly in collecting seeds and producing seedlings.

More information/ Web page
http://lerufrn.wix.com/restauracao
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AlterNAtIve AGrICulture CeNter OF NOrth mINAS GerAIS 
StAte - CAA/Nm
North of Minas Gerais State

Project summary
The main activities developed by the project Sustainability and agroecology 
for the development of (agro) biodiversity are the management of (agro) 
biodiversity of caatinga , cerrado and dry forest through improving the agro-
extractive practices, the improvement of production and its insertion in the 
markets considering the economic circuits of  agriculture; Territorial and 
environmental management, territorial and ethnic mappings, human right to 
food and food security and public policy; Participatory methodologies, ethno 
ecology and socio-technical training. Lines of action: Support for Traditional 
peoples and Communities and and Defense of human rights; Agroecology 
and Socio-Technical Networks.

More information/ Web page
http://www.caa.org.br
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SOS ChApADA DO ArArIpe FOuNDAtION

Region of Cariri - Ceará State

Project summary
The Program Verdejando no Rádio was the first radio broadcasting project with 
the environmental focus of the region, with the main objective of establishing 
a permanent dialogue with rural communities and society to guide and hear 
suggestions for actions related to environmental issues, and develop a process 
of education to environmental sustainability, using simple language for 
increased access communication. It was created a blog, “verdejandonoradio” 
disclosing the themes presented on the radio, as well as actions, events, 
courses and projects running. The various actions from this project which 
have been prepared with the participation of communities include: Award 
“environmentalist of the Year”; exchanging knowledge with the third Age; 
knowing the Forest; regional cuisine; tracks Cariri; educating with the Soldier 
of Araripe and riparian forest - A Recovery Pilot Project of the riparian forest 
of streams of the springs of Barbalha, in which a new sustainable technology 
was developed for producing seedlings of native species of semiarid plants.

More information/ Web page
http://verdejandonoradio.blogspot.com

51



52



rurAl FeDerAl uNIverSItY OF perNAmBuCO - uFrpe

Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
the hydroponic cultivation with use of waste water for agricultural purposes 
is a scientific project carried out in uFrpe, which seeks to use hydroponics as 
technology to solve or at least minimize the problem of low quality water, 
usually salty, found in wells in regions of the semi-arid northeast. When using 
the desalinator (reverse osmosis), get one part of pure water for consumption 
and other more saline than the original water. This project addresses this 
wastewater, using it for agricultural purposes, generating knowledge and 
income for the region’s population. The search for practices that enable 
sustainability or which maximize the use of available water resources is of 
major importance to the development of productive activities that promote 
income generation, to keep workers in the countryside and minimizing 
impacts on the environment.
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rurAl WOrkerS mOvemeNt - mtC -BrAzIl

Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
The Project Building Strategies for Agro-ecological Territories Consolidation 
in Brazilian Semi-Arid has as specific objectives: a) To conduct exchanges in 
the fields of sustainable education, technology and entrepreneurial practices 
to farmers and technicians involved in the association; b) To train young 
farmers in agroecological production techniques, developing marketing 
strategies for products arising from agro-ecological systems based on the 
principles of the solidarity economy; c) the dissemination of technologies 
and agro-ecological production systems, through promotional material. From 
the results it is expected that a significant number of farmers will be able to 
apply these experiences in their properties, and that students can focus their 
studies in agriculture, as well as capacity of dissemination of good practices, 
contributing to a new look on the semiarid, which allows visualize the change 
of scenery of the peasants territories.

More information/ Web page
www.caatinga.org.br
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reFereNCe CeNter FOr DeGrADeD AreAS reCOverY - CrAD / 
uNIvASF
São Francisco River Basin

Project summary
The Reference Center for Recovery of Degraded Areas of the Caatinga - CRAD/
uNIvASF is a project coordinated by the Federal university of São Francisco 
valley - uNIvASF and funded by the ministries of environment and National 
Integration. This project has the cooperation of various institutions working 
in the São Francisco river Basin and aims to promote the recovery and 
conservation of priority areas for flora for the conservation of Caatinga. Among 
the main objectives of the project are the installation of a Reference Center, 
consisting of nursery and support unit; establishment of a regional network 
of woody species native of Caatinga seeds; development of technologies to 
improve irrigation systems, fertilizer and seedling production of species of 
Caatinga; implementation of recovery experimental units, as well as activities 
of mobilization and sensitization of the communities involved in the project.

More information/ Web page
http://www.univasf.edu.br/~crad/
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BrAzIlIAN INStItute OF DevelOpmeNt AND SuStAINABIlItY - 
IABS
Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
The Mandacaru Award is an initiative aimed at family farmers associations, 
research institutions, civil society organizations and government entities 
for innovation in favor of coexistence with semiarid conditions. It aims to 
promote the production of knowledge and the development of innovative 
and successful actions for the solidarity and sustainable coexistence with 
the Brazilian semiarid region in order to contribute to social transformation, 
promoting the preservation, access, management and enhancement of 
water as an essential right to life and citizenship. In addition, it seeks to 
identify, consolidate and disseminate social technologies; scientific and 
technological productions and successful trials to stimulate the improvement 
of environmental quality, economic and social development for the socially 
just and environmentally sustainable Semi-Arid. 

The coverage area of the Award covers the nine states of the semiarid region: 
piaui, Ceara, rio Grande do Norte, paraiba, pernambuco, Alagoas, Sergipe, 
Bahia and minas Gerais, totaling 18.3% of the Brazilian territory.

More information/ Web page
http://www.iabs.org.br/projetos/premiomandacaru2/
www.iabs.org.br
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BrAzIlIAN INStItute OF DevelOpmeNt AND SuStAINABIlItY - 
IABS
Municipality of Piranhas - State of Alagoas

Project summary
The Xingó Center for Living with the Semi-Arid has a total area of 70 hectares, 
which allows the realization of research, innovation, dissemination and 
support to producer programs. The Center’s goals are categorized into three 
sections: Productive Inclusion, Social Technologies and Environment. Among 
the productive activities, we highlight actions to promote sheep and goat 
farming, hillbilly poultry farming, beekeeping, cultivation of forage species 
and bio-factory for producing seeds and native seedlings. They are also 
being developed demonstration units of tanks for rainwater collection, bio-
construction and other social technologies. It is intended that Xingó Center 
is an important generator of knowledge, methods and procedures for local 
production, as well as disseminating practices and technologies with low 
complexity and high reproducibility for the benefit of coexistence with the 
Brazilian semiarid region and other similar regions abroad.

More information/ Web page
xingo.com.br
www.iabs.org.br
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SeCretArY OF eNvIrONmeNt AND WAter reSOurSeS OF rIO 
GrANDe DO NOrte - SemArh
Semiarid region of Eastern Seridó - Rio Grande do Norte State

Project summary
Pilot Project Recovery of the micro basin of Cobra River runs under the 
Sustainable Development Program and Living with the Semi-Arid as Loan 
Agreement signed between the Government of rio Grande do Norte and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) - World Bank. 
The Cobra River watershed belongs to the semi-arid region of eastern Seridó, 
a Susceptible to Desertification Area, occupying 130 km2 of the municipalities 
parelhas, Carnaúba dos Dantas and Jardim do Seridó. the project aims to 
promote sustainable rural development through hydro-environmental 
practices and soil conservation (installation of underground dams, ranks and 
dams with loose rock) for slowing erosion and stimulating the recovery of 
degraded areas and the hydric availability and their respective management 
during the dry season.

More information/ Web page
http://www.semarh.rn.gov.br/ 
http://www.semiarido.rn.gov.br/
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vICtOr ChIANCA heIm teOtONIO

Brazilian semiarid region

Project summary
the ecocarvão was founded in order to develop the exploitation of Sustained 
Forest management plans. Aimed at greater efficiency of biomass produced, 
it was opted for the production of charcoal. The production has an innovative 
technology equipment through a “Metallic Semi Continuous carbonizing” 
which has been developed since the 80s, aiming to avoid waste and humanize 
the current archaic and rudimentary production system. This carbonizing is 
in its 8th generation. After the start of the work with that carbonizing, it was 
detected the possibility of even more valueas well optimizing the system ever 
developed. It was then started the development of a prototype to capture 
the volatile to be added to the original equipment and other innovations for 
upgrade it, within a global context of sustainability. Currently the company 
is working on developing a device that will use this renewable biomass 
produced as a raw material for generating electricity.

65



Dry
la

nd C
ham

pion
s


