Notes to Editors
Contacts: Media inquiries about the Day may be sent to: Ms. Wagaki Wischnewski,
wwischnewski@unccd.int
Inquiries about the World Day may be sent to: Ms. Yukie Hori, yhori@unccd.int
Purpose of the World Day Celebrations: Established 23 years ago, the World Day to Combat
Desertification and drought is designed to highlight international cooperation in efforts to
combat desertification and drought. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) was assigned the lead role in celebrations to mark the Day. In this role, it pursues
three objectives. First, to enable governments to share targeted information about a particular
global dimension of land degradation, desertification and drought. Second, to help
governments to engage with their publics on initiatives that can keep the land healthy and
productive. Third, to encourage countries, individuals and groups around the world to work in
solidarity to make positive change and to use a shared platform to report their plans and events
to mark the Day.
Status of Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought and International Cooperation:
The Global Land Outlook published last year shows that 30% of all land is degraded. In 2013,
169 of the 195 countries that are Party to the UNCCD declared that they are affected by
desertification, land degradation and/or drought. When in 2015 the international community
adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals to be achieved by 2030, Goal 15, on Life on Land,
opened the door for renewed action worldwide on these problems and their related and
growing challenges. Parties to the UNCCD agreed to achieve SDG target 15.3, on achieving land
degradation neutrality, as the key measure of success in global efforts to combat
desertification, land degradation and drought.
Land degradation neutrality is achieved when actions to avoid, reduce or reverse land
degradation successfully counterbalance any new degradation that may occur elsewhere. By
end of 2017, at least 114 of the 195 UNCCD Parties had committed to achieve land degradation
neutrality. More than half have set the targets to be achieved by 2030 and are already starting
to design transformative initiatives to restore degraded lands that can, at the same time, create
green jobs and increase food production as well as improve access to clean ground water,
habitats for wildlife and recreation and the land’s ability to sequester the excess carbon dioxide
emissions that are warming the Earth. Also, in 2017, UNCCD Parties decided to support the
development of national drought preparedness plans to ensure droughts are managed earlier,
better and effectively.

2018 Campaign Theme: The convergence of four key factors is driving the public and private
sectors to invest in degrading land. First, productive land can yield economic returns because
the forecasted future population growth means there will be a huge market for goods and
services to be produced from the land for the foreseeable future. Second, food and water
demand, in particular, will be high due to the continuing loss of productive land through poor
land use practices made worse by climate change. This will affect the amount of food produced
per hectare and the zones where essential food can grow. Third, the rush to grab productive
land in anticipation of these changes. And fourth, political pressure due to the chronic
unemployment of young people and the rise in the number of economic migrants flocking to
urban centers and across borders.
Policies are the tools governments use to influence the behavior of consumers. But consumers,
though the goods they purchase every day can promote what is important to them, such as
fighting chronic unemployment and hunger, or keeping the land healthy and our recreational
spaces hospitable. The 2018 campaign is designed to help consumers to achieve two goals.
First, to understand their own and their social network’s ecological footprint. And second, to
work with the network members in committing to one change in the goods they buy to help
move market demand towards investments that maintain, not degrade, the land. Even small
individual lifestyle changes can have significant global impacts.
Key Data and Facts on Consumer Choices from the Global Land Outlook
•
•

30% of all land is degraded
1.3 billion people, mostly in developing countries, depend on this degrading land for their
livelihoods – jobs, incomes, food, water, energy, medicines, etc.

Consumers in wealthy countries buy fruits all year round, some of it flown hundreds of miles
but cheaper than those grown locally. An ecological footprint analysis of London found that
around 80 per cent of food consumed in the city is imported from other countries.1 A similar
footprint for the Netherlands found that to meet the food needs of this small, highly urbanized
country requires a land area four times larger than the country as a whole.2
Over the past five decades, human diets have moved toward a greater consumption of
processed foods that are low in essential nutrients and contain a high percentage of refined
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sugars, oils, salt, and fats.3 Based on recent average annual dietary changes and the
contribution of palm and soybean oil to vegetable oil consumption and yields, this will result in
converting an additional ~0.5 to 1.3 million hectares of land to oil palm plantations, and ~5.0 to
9.3 million hectares to soybean plantations by 2050.4
Among the world’s most water-intensive crops are cotton (7,000-29,000 liters per kg); rice
(3,000-5,000 liters per kg); sugar cane (1,500-3,000 liters per kg), soya (2,000 liters per kg), and
wheat (900 liters per kg).5 Due to the sheer amount grown, rice accounts for 21 per cent of
total water used by crops and wheat 12 per cent.
Global meat consumption has virtually doubled since the 1960s,6 and its production requires
about five times more land per unit of nutritional value than its plant-based equivalent.7
Beef production uses the most water; measurements in the United States found that beef
requires 11 times the average amount of water used in other forms of livestock production.8
Currently, 36 per cent of calories produced by the world’s crops are diverted for animal feed,
with only 12 per cent of those feed calories ultimately contributing to the human diet as meat
and other animal products. This means that almost a third of the total food value of global crop
production is lost by “processing” it through inefficient livestock systems.9
Virtually every scenario of future food availability shows that reducing meat consumption,
especially beef, is the quickest and most effective way to increase food security and reduce
carbon emissions and offsite impacts.10
It is estimated that one-third of all food produced is wasted: this is equivalent to 1.3 Gt of
edible food every year, grown on 1.4 billion hectares of land (an area larger than China). Annual
food waste is also the waste of 250 km3 of water and USD 750 billion (equivalent to the GDP of
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Switzerland), and has a cumulative carbon footprint of 3.3 Gt of CO2 equivalent per year,
making food waste the third largest emitter after the United States and China.11
Campaign Materials12
Logo:

Social Media Campaign Tools to promote the WDCD: #2018WDCD, #UNCCD, #Desertification
The shared plans will be posted in the WDCD site of the UNCCD homepage by countries and
regions, http://www2.unccd.int/actions/17-june-world-day-combat-desertification
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Contact for your campaign plans and materials:
External Relations, Policy and Advocacy Unit
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
P.O. Box 260129, 53153 Bonn, Germany
Email: 2018WDCD@unccd.int
Follow us and share information through:
Facebook@unccd
Twitter@unccd
Weibo@联合国防治荒漠化公约)
Instagram
LinkedIn

