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DRAFT REPORT

I.  Welcome address and adoption of the agenda

1. The Chair of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) welcomed participants of
the CST Bureau Meeting (see Annex Il) to the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) secretariat in Bonn.

2. The agenda (see Annex |) was adopted without amendments.

Il.  Progress against the objectives of the SPI work programme 2018-2019

3. The secretariat introduced work accomplished and progress made — by the SPI with the
support of the secretariat — on the SPI work programme 2018-2019" pertaining to its three
objectives:

a. Objective 1.1: The SPI elaborated a draft concept note to be finalized in the
8™ SPI Meeting (10-12 October, 2018) which would guide work on this objective. In
addition, a proposal for a systematic qualitative assessment method to score
existing sustainable land management (SLM) best practices for their potential to
sequester carbon and increase drought resilience — using the SLM database from
the World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies/WOCAT) — was
shared for consideration by the working group on objective 1.1.

b. Objective 1.2: An SPI Coordination Workshop primarily focused on objective
1.2 was organised at the First LDN Forum (2-3 July 2018, Seoul, Republic of Korea),

! See <https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/inline-files/SPl_%20WP2018-2019.pdf>.
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where a draft outline of the technical report and a roadmap for deliverables of
objective 1.2 were developed. The concept note for objective 1.2 was finalised prior
to this CST Bureau Meeting. In addition, a comprehensive questionnaire for a survey
on LDN implementation and policies was drafted.

C. Objective 2: The SPI finalised the concept note pertaining to the
deliverables of this objective, including a technical report, mainly upon desk review
of literature, discussion via tele-conference and email exchanges. Terms of
Reference for recruiting consultancy firm on The Land-Drought Nexus: Enhancing
the role of land-based interventions in drought mitigation and risk was developed
by the secretariat and the SPI while having been reformatted as request for
quotation. Unique Forestry and Land Use GmbH was selected to support the SPlin
this work. Two experts from this consultancy firm were invited to join the working
session on Objective 2 and drafting of the annotated outline.

4. Participants of the meeting further discussed modalities of work on the 3 objectives, which
included the following points:

a. Objective 1 (overall): The CST Bureau decided to categorize the Checklist for
LDN Transformative Projects and Programmes? was reviewed by the SPI after
having been developed by the Global Mechanism and the secretariat as a product
under SPI work programme objective 1 (overall), as it fits both objectives 1.1 and
1.2. The CST Bureau further considered the presentation of the Checklist for
Transformative Projects and Programmes at the 17™ Session of the Committee for
the Review of the Implementation of the Convention.

b. The CST Bureau highlighted further that LDN implementation guidance
should focus on two outputs — one being the development of tools to facilitate land
use planning and project identification, and the other providing the scientific
grounding to LDN implementation.

C. The CST Bureau recognized the value of the SPI work on objective 2 on the
land-drought nexus which is a promising area most affected Parties want the
Convention to fulfill its role mandated for drought. The SPI should ensure its work
effectively contributes to filling the gap on the potential of land based-
interventions in improving both ecosystem and communities’ resilience.

2 See <https://knowledge.unccd.int/publication/draft-checklist-land-degradation-neutrality-transformative-
projects-and-programmes>.
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d. The CST Bureau raised the issues of cross-objective communication and
outcome interconnectivity and encouraged participation of all the SPI members in
all three objectives to further enhance ownership of the deliverable by the SPI.

e. The CST Bureau emphasised that the role of the SPI in guiding the
consultants and consultancy firm should be strengthened in the early elaboration
and review phases of the technical report to ensure the report fulfills the
requirements of COP decisions.

Coordination activities with other scientific bodies

5. The secretariat reported the substantial progress made in establishing more formal
relationships with intergovernmental scientific bodies while highlighting the following
coordination activities of the SPI:

a. With the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystems Services (IPBES): It was highlighted that the Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) between the IPBES secretariat and the UNCCD secretariat — in
response to decision 19/COP.13 — was through legal reviews. The CST Bureau
emphasized its full support to the MoC between UNCCD and IPBES and confirmed
its support for a final review by the IPBES Board and the Executive Secretaries of
both bodies. In addition, the IPBES call for requests, inputs and suggestions on
short-term priorities and longer-term strategic needs for the future work
programme of IPBES was discussed and a process was defined to develop a
proposal on the ecological concept of connectivity. This topic, which is relevant to
the other multilateral environmental agreements concerned about biodiversity, is
central to maintaining land-based natural capital and ecosystem services, the basis
of LDN.

b. With the Global Land Indicators Initiative (GLIl): Detailed minutes of a
teleconference with GLII and the Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) containing
agreed deliverables and activities for the implementation of the SPI work
programme 2018-2019 and long-term collaboration pathways were approved by
both the SPI and GLII; this collaboration document was signed by the Chair of the
CST Bureau, the Co-chair of the SPI and the lead scientist of the UNCCD.

6. The CST Bureau asked the secretariat for further clarification, in both operational and
legal terms, one the most appropriate approaches for the UNCCD-SPI to establish official
relations with compatible international panels, networks and/or programmes, as well as to
explore the possibility and need for formal relations with other scientific bodies subsided
to other Conventions and international organisations.



\\’ United Nations

Convention to Combat
Desertification Page 4

7. The secretariat also reported contributions of SPI members to ongoing UNCCD initiatives
and, particularly on coordinated consultation activities of the SPI with other international
scientific bodies:

a. With the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC): In total, 411
comments to the First Order Draft of the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change
and Land were collectively submitted by the SPI and secretariat. It was the first time
such collective submission occurred.

b. With the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS): The UNCCD
secretariat and SPI as well as the IPCC secretariat provided feedback on FAQ's plans
for follow-up activities emerging from Global Soil Organic Carbon (GSOC) 17. In
addition, SPI commented the Zero-draft Code of Conduct for the Use and
Management of Fertilizers as well as to the Technical Manual on SOC Management
were also submitted.

C. With the International Resources Panel (IRP) of UN Environment: The SPI
drafted a chapter of an IRP publication on Land Restoration for the SDGs, which
was close to being submitted.

d. With the Global Land Outlook (GLO): An SPI member participated in the
GLO2 Scoping Meeting (16-17 May 2018, New York, USA) and the secretariat
contributed to a regional GLO meeting (6-7 July 2018, Seoul, Republic of Korea) for
a GLO edition for northeast Asia, the first of several regional GLO editions under
consideration for the upcoming years.

8. The CST Bureau fully acknowledged the effective methodology used by the SPI and
secretariat to collectively review the first order draft of the IPCC Special Report on Climate
Change and Land. As such approach was successful, the CST Bureau and secretariat agreed
to apply the same methodology to collectively review the second order draft of this report.

Key milestones towards COP 14

9. The CST Bureau and the UNCCD secretariat agreed that the co-leads of each objective of
the SPI work programme 2018-2019 are to further play a driving role in ensuring quality
deliverables and timely achievement of milestones towards COP14.

10. To ensure the quality and timely preparation of official documents (as per SPI work
programme 2018-2019) for COP14, timeline with milestones were further informed by the
secretariat. It was decided to provide this timeline on the deliverables of the three
objectives to all SPI members.
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11. The CST Bureau decided to convene the 9" SPI Meeting in February 2019 in the form of
a working meeting designed facilitate the elaboration of the technical reports on the three
objectives of the SPI work programme 2018-2019.

V. Other matters

12. The CST Chair referred to decision 5/COP13 decision “Consider for the strategic
objective on drought contained in the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework and
requests the Committee on Science and Technology to assist in the work relating to the
establishment of such a monitoring framework”. It was confirmed that this task was not
included in the SPI work programme 2018-2019. The Bureau members proposed the
option of pursuing this work within the SPI working group on drought, which includes two
CST Bureau members and is advised by the representative of the World Meteorological
Organization, who are multilaterally exploring national and global approaches to drought
monitoring. The CST Chair requested the secretariat to find an appropriate approach to
proceed and provide inputs to the possible enquiry from the Parties in CRIC17 and facilitate
preparation of the report for CST 14/COP14.

13. The CST Bureau considered the demand for personnel for the work of the secretariat in
support of the SPI and the CST.

14. CST Bureau also considered the importance of the collaboration between CST and CRIC
while implementing and monitoring LDN targets set by the Parties, taking into
consideration the close relationship between outputs of the 2018 reporting process and
the use of these outputs as inputs for the deliverables to be produced by the SPI.

15. The CST Bureau discussed options for developing the work programme for the SPI for
the biennium 2020-2021. Bureau members indicated that full consideration needed to be
given to candidate topics identified by the SPI during its work over the course of its current
work as well as other emerging issues identified by the secretariat and the SPI. They also
recommended leveraging the survey being designed by SPI working group for objective 1.2,
whichis intended to be sent to all UNCCD National Focal Points and Science and Technology
Correspondent. The Bureau members also requested the secretariat provide a status report
for all current SPI coordination activities with other international scientific panels and
bodies dealing with DLDD issues so that priorities in such collaborations could also be
evaluated. Finally, the CST Bureau recommended that the full SPI be given the opportunity
to discuss potential topics based on these inputs when it meets again in the first quarter of
2019.
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Annex | — Agenda of the CST Bureau Meeting 9 October 2018

I.  Adoption of the agenda and organisation of work

Il.  Progress against the objectives of the SPI work programme 2018-2019
Ill.  Coordination activities with other scientific bodies
IV.  Key milestones towards COP 14

V. Other matters
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Annex Il - Participants of the Meeting of the Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology
of the UNCCD

List of Participants of the CST Bureau Meeting

l. CST Bureau

Ms. Maria Angélica Fernandez Garcia, CST Vice-Chair
Mr. Carl Kojo Fiati, CST Vice-Chair

Mr. German Kust, CST Vice-Chair

Mr. Omer Muhammad Raja, CST Chair

Mr. Ahmet Senyaz, CST Vice-Chair and Rapporteur

Il. UNCCD secretariat

Mr. Marcelo Inacio da Cunha
Ms. Xiaoxia Jia

Mr. Johns Muleso Kharika
Mr. Barron Joseph Orr




