
Agenda 3a – voluntary LDN targets:  

 

Thank you Chairman! Distinguished delegates! I would like to thank 

the UNCCD Secretariat for its efforts in organizing this virtual 

conference! The LDN voluntary target setting and its implementation 

are of great significance to the development of the Convention and 

even the cause of global sustainable development. At the COP13 

conference held in China in 2017, the first 113 countries announced 

to set voluntary targets, and symbolized a good start. We are pleased 

to see that the number of the pledged countries has risen to 124, and 

the relevant Parties and international organizations have taken active 

steps and made a lot of achievements. 

 

The Chinese government has always paid high attention to combating 

desertification and implementing LDN voluntary targets. Since 

COP14, my country has continued to focus on strengthening 

prevention and control of desertification, and has accumulated some 

experiences, which we would like to share as follows:  

 

The first is to strengthen guiding role of the strategic plan. The 

Chinese has government successfully completed its implementation 

with achievement of all the goals set by the National Plan for 

Combating Desertification (2011-2020), and begins the process of 



planning for the 14th Five Year Plan and the national desertification 

prevention and control plan by 2035. 

 

The second is to strengthen programme implementation. Continue to 

focus on implementation of the key projects under the national 

programs such as Beijing-Tianjin Wind and Sand Source Control 

programme, the Northwest-North-Northeast China Shelterbelt 

Network Construction Programme, Grain for Green programme, and 

Comprehensive Rocky Desertification Treatment programme in Karst 

Areas, and promote high-quality construction of the projects. A total 

of 2.1 million hectares of sand prevention and control have been 

completed nationwide throughout the year of 2020.  In addition, 

another 123 million U.S. dollars from the central government has been 

allocated for the pilot projects of large-scale desertification prevention 

and control which has been launched in 2020.  

 

The third is to strengthen target responsibility assessment. According 

to the national law on desertification combating, the new round of the 

middle term evaluation is conducted on the performance of the 

provincial desertification combating target implementation.  By 

implementation of the target responsibility system of the provincial-

level government on combating desertification, we encourage 



relevant provinces and autonomous regions to conscientiously 

implement their responsibilities to prevent and control desertification, 

and ensure that they attach greater importance to and strengthen 

policy support for desertification prevention and control. 

 

The fourth is to strengthen international cooperation. We actively 

participated in the online global observation of the World Day to 

Combat Desertification and Drought, and submit best practice cases 

for the Global Land Outlook (second edition), we provide our support 

for the global desertification prevention and control cause, as well as 

donate voluntary contribution to support UNCCD implementation at 

regional and global level. 

 

The fifth is to strengthen science-based monitoring and evaluation. 

The sixth round of national monitoring of desertification and 

sandification is steadily advanced, up to now, the field survey has been 

completed with establishment of a field investigation data-base 

collected 1,566,100 shots of field photos. The results will be released 

in the latter half of the year. Additionally, the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences carried out a global land degradation assessment in reference 

period from 2015 and 2018, released the results to the international 

community, and developed a cloud-based online assessment tool, 



which can provide an online platform to make high resolution land 

degradation and improvement assessment for developing countries, 

especially countries with small land areas. This tool can play a key 

role in global evaluation of land degradation control effectiveness and 

more efficient completion of national reports. 

 

All in all, Chinese President Xi Jinping has pointed out that 

desertification control is a great cause related to the sustainable 

development of mankind. China is ready to share and exchange 

experiences with international communities and jointly promote 

development in large-scale control, practical technologies, and 

monitoring and assessment related to prevention and control of 

desertification and land degradation. China welcomes exchange and 

cooperation with relevant countries and international organizations. 

Thank you very much! 


