
VGGT and LDN, Gender and Drought 
On the Note by UNCCD Secretariat on Follow-up on policy frameworks and thematic issues: gender, 
Drought Initiative and land tenure (ICCD/ CRIC (19)/ 5) 
 
FAO thanks for the note of the UNCCD secretariat on the technical guide to integrate the Voluntary 
Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure for Land, Fisheries and Forest (VGGT) in the 
implementation of activities to combat desertification/land degradation and drought and achieve land 
degradation neutrality and welcomes the recommendations. FAO is glad to report that the Technical 
Guide is currently being prepared through a participatory process and the collection of case studies from 
various countries from all regions and is undergoing an intensive internal and external peer review 
process. FAO considers that the Technical Guide is a determinant first step to support the decision 26 / 
COP 14 made by the parties. FAO also emphasizes that there will be future needs to further implement 
the decision. FAO stands ready to support parties to voluntary implement the integration of responsible 
governance within their national context and realities through raising awareness, capacity development, 
support for the establishment of multi-stakeholder platforms, policy/ programme/ project formulation 
or implementation; improvement of land administration systems and to generate knowledge goods 
serving all parties and establish partnerships. 

 
GENDER- Beyond being the backbone of rural economies, women also make a substantial contribution to 
food security and nutrition at household and community level. Additionally, women often have a wealth 
of knowledge on natural resources, such as land, water and forests, as they are often in charge of their 
management, not only in their role as farmers, foresters and fisherfolk but also as primary providers of 
water, food and energy at the household and community level. Despite this, across regions, rural women 
still face major gender-based constraints that limit their participation in governance mechanisms and in 
decision-making processes on how resources are allocated and used. Gender equality, in addition to being 
a basic human right, is central to FAO’s mandate to achieve food security for all, by raising levels of 
nutrition, improving agricultural productivity and natural resource management, and improving the lives 
of rural populations. FAO is the custodian agency for two SDG indicators: 5.a.1 Women’s ownership and 
rights over agricultural land and other forms of property and natural resources and 5.a.2 Women’s equal 
rights to land ownership and/or control. FAO Policy on Gender Equality, was first endorsed in 2012 and 
updated in 2020, and outlines FAO’s standards for mainstreaming gender and aims at achieving equality 
between women and men in sustainable agricultural production and rural development for the 
elimination of hunger and poverty through targeted interventions. 

 

DROUGHT - As a founding partner of the UNCCD Drought Initiative and partner of the Integrated Drought 
Management Programme (IDMP) and the Intergovernmental Working Group on drought of UNCCD 
(UNCCD-IWG), FAO is strongly committed to fighting drought and is advocating a proactive, coordinated 
and holistic drought risk management based on three pillars: (i) early warning and monitoring systems; 
(ii) vulnerability and impact assessment; and (iii) drought risk mitigation and response measures.  

FAO has been contributing primarily through the Global Framework on Water Scarcity in Agriculture 
(WASAG) and through its FAO strategic programme on resilience informed by the Sendai Framework on 
DRR and the Paris Agreement on Climate,  also with a focus on drought and related Sand and Dust storms. 
Last October 2020 Member Nations attending the Committee of Agriculture (COAG) acknowledged the 



important role of rangelands and pastoralism in contributing to national economies and supporting the 
livelihoods and food security of millions of people, as well as the ecosystem services they provide, 
particularly in arid and semiarid land and mountainous areas. 

As member of the Science Policy Interface (SPI), FAO has supported the implementation and development 
of tools for Drought monitoring and early warning systems, Vulnerability and risk assessment, Drought 
risk mitigation measures and Emergency response and relief measures. FAO hosts a common learning, 
sharing and planning platform on best practices in drought management to enable the design of multi-
sectoral initiatives that benefit all stakeholders. FAO has also assisted countries to improve understanding 
of the importance of drought risk management, to develop drought management plans, strategies and 
policies, and is committed to continue supporting countries in fighting drought. 

 


