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Dear Chair, Co-Chairs, Distinguished Delegates, and Executive Secretary, the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) has the pleasure to provide this statement at the 
19th Meeting of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention, and 
offers its thanks to the UNCCD Secretariat and Delegates for allowing it this opportunity. 

The UNDRR listened with interest to the discussions of delegates in respect of all agenda items, 
and in advance of the Fifteenth Conference of the Parties, has the pleasure to inform Delegates, 
participants and the Secretariat of the forthcoming publication of the UN GAR Special Report 
on Drought 2021 (GAR SRD 2021).  

Produced by the UNDRR with Coordinating Lead Authors from the European Union Joint 
Research Centre (EU-JRC), the University of Cairo, and the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in collaboration with the UNCCD Secretariat, the report 
will be published on the 17th June 2021 on the occasion of the World Day to Combat 
Desertification and Drought. 

The report examines the complexity of drought risk and its broad systemic impacts on 
communities, ecosystems and economies.  Impacts that are much larger and more profound 
than we can measure, given that they are extensive and interconnect across large areas, cascade 
through systems and scales, and linger through time; with costs borne disproportionately by 
the most vulnerable. 

A lack of awareness of these characteristics, including the consistent underestimation of the 
cost of drought impacts on human and ecosystem health and wellbeing, can lead to ineffective 
response and systemic failure.  As outlined in the 2019 UN Global Assessment Report on 
Disaster Risk Reduction, traditional and existing approaches are consistently overwhelmed by 
the systemic nature of risk, and so the need for new ways to tackle drought based on systems 
and learning approaches. 

As we begin to better understand the globally networked aspects of drought and other complex 
risks, we can move to more effectively reduce risk and improve our experience of drought, and 
in so doing support regenerative and sustainable development.  

The GAR Special Report on Drought 2021 (GAR SRD 2021) aims to advance building that 
awareness and begin to address key aspects of how to better understand and manage underlying 
drivers of drought risk creation and propagation, its manifestation and impact, and determine 
novel approaches to drought risk governance and management that recognise the systemic 
nature of drought risk, and chart the shift from risk to resilience. 

The report aims to answer these questions by providing an in-depth exploration of the nature 
of drought risk, gathering experiences from our responses, and by providing insights into - and 
building the case for - new approaches to reduce and manage drought risk. 
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