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Thank you, Mr. Chair, 

 
I have the pleasure to communicate UNFCCC’s contribution on this agenda item; 
 

To begin, I would like to highlight three important points: 
 

First, the Convention identifies droughts as one of the primary distinguishing characteristics on 
vulnerability to climate risks; 

 
Second, droughts and floods are consistently ranked as the top climate hazards by Governments 

through their Nationally Determined Contributions, the National Adaptation Plans and National 
Communications; 

 
Third, the same priority appears in adaptation solutions portfolio under the Green Climate Fund 

and the Global Environment Facility; 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 

The UNFCCC Conference of the Parties created the National Adaptation Plans in 2010, which serve 
as the main delivery mechanism to address pre-emptively climate risks and build resilience. The National 
Adaptation Plans are supported with mandatory funding from the Green Climate Fund and a strong 
technical support fabric within and outside the UNFCCC; 

 
Countries are in the middle of formulating their plans using available information. We also note 

that many countries are being supported to develop national drought plans under the UNCCD. This 
presents a great opportunity to strengthen linkages between climate change adaptation and land 
degradation neutrality, and thereby amplify efforts to address drought risk; 

 
Countries are also beginning to implement adaptation measures associated with their National 

Adaptation Plans in major areas such as agriculture and food security, water resources, health, 
ecosystems, infrastructure and the build environment; 

 
It will be good for countries to have requisite detail to incorporate drought specific actions in their 

National Adaptation Plans to scale up efforts for addressing drought risk in these key areas; 
 

Mr. Chair, 
 



The UNFCCC process also established the Warsaw International Mechanism on loss and damage, 
to help vulnerable countries cope with the adverse effects of climate change, including extreme weather 
events and slow-onset events; 

 
Through the Executive Committee of the mechanism, the UNFCCC process is launching specific 

expert groups, one of which is on "slow onset events", to consider desertification, land degradation and 
biodiversity loss, among other areas. 
 

The UNFCCC Conference of the Parties mandated the convening of a dialogue on the relationship 
between climate change adaptation and land in 2020. One of the key messages is the need to work 
towards enhancing natural resilience in order to increase ambition in land management and climate 
change adaptation. 
 
In conclusion, 
 

UN Climate Change is one of the three Conventions sharing one goal: to help build a clean, green, 
safe, healthy and sustainable world; a world more equal and just for all; 

 
Addressing drought is an important area to strengthen synergy and coherence in this regard; 
 
We stand ready to do our part to facilitate synergy between climate change adaptation and land 

degradation neutrality; 
 
We also remain committed to engage in the Intergovernmental working group on drought; 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 


