
 

 
 

 
 

Speech – Union for the Mediterranean, DSG Isidro Gonzalez  

 

Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues 

• It is a great honor to be addressing you today and let me thank the Secretariat (UNCCD) for 

organizing this meeting and giving us all the opportunity to contribute to this collective 

reflection on how to synchronize our efforts. 

• UfM listened carefully to the comments made by its CoPresidency – EU and Jordan - and its 

member countries; Med organizations and partners; as well as answers by the UNCCD 

Secretariat, on concrete actions/projects and financing in particular; 

• From our side, following on the discussions held among the 42 UfM member countries on the 

occasion of the last 25th Anniversary of the Barcelona Process,  the Mediterranean area is not 

only experiencing growing conflicts and tensions, but also rising inequalities and a huge 

economic gap, with the average GDP of the Southern-Mediterranean countries being 13 times 

lower than in their Northern counterparts and with a critical rise in temperatures, 20% faster 

than in the rest of the world; in this respect  the Covid-19 pandemic acted as a stark reminder 

of the need for a collective response of the Med countries, as only option to recover in the 

near future. 

A very hopeful sign is the strong partnership built within the region over the past years, made 

of shared objectives, policy responses and convergence of funding around joint priorities.  

In this respect, we would like also to acknowledge the relevance of the renewed commitment 

from the EU through its Communication Towards a renewed partnership with the Southern 

Neighborhood, mobilizing resources under the Neighborhood, Development and 

International Cooperation Instrument, including the European Fund for Sustainable 

Development Plus guarantees and blending under the Neighborhood Investment Platform.  

• Given the vulnerability of the region, the UfM is still committed to support land degradation, 

drought and desertification and the related food, environmental and economic challenges  

indicated by its member countries; in close collaboration with the UNCCD Secretariat, UfM 

has already provided targeted technical and financial support for the development of some 

drought plans as part of the Drought initiative in the Med region, and considers important 

contributions to the overall UNCCD work its parallel actions on: 

o the newly established UfM ‘sustainable food systems’ partnership with FAO and 

CIHEAM, which among others, will mark the contribute to the UN Food pre-Summit 

in June and Summit in September this year; 

o labelling by the UfM countries of the project on scaling up restoration practices in the 

Med region, thus contributing to the UN Ecosystem Restoration Decade and to the 

achievement of the  global targets, including the Bonn ones. 



 

 
 

 
 

• Last but not least, I would like to highlight that 42 UfM countries just agreed to move towards 

a second UFM Ministerial Declaration on Environment and Climate Change, to be hosted by 

Egypt in 2021 and aiming at addressing the identified joint environmental priorities under 

the so called UFM “2030GreenerMed” Agenda, in line with SDGs and overall objective of 

supporting a coordinated implementation of the conventions;  

• To conclude, let me mention that UFM stays committed to: 

o Support these collective efforts in pooling technical and financial resources on land 

degradation, drought and desertification in the Mediterranean as key, building 

blocks of its work towards SDGs concrete implementation, along its countries 

priorities and through multi-countries or regional projects; the gender 

mainstraiming aspects are also fully acknowledged and as much as possible 

integrated; 

o Support the link with other Med-relevant initiatives promoting a wider green, 

circular, inclusive economy approach, that the region has already launched already 

in 2014 and which is needed more than ever to reconcile the economic growth with 

nature, supporting the recovery of the region from the multiple crises it is going 

through. 


