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  Conclusions and recommendations (continued) 

 I. Identifying emerging innovative financing opportunities to 
combat land degradation 

1. Some Parties at CRIC 17, during the interactive dialogue session on Innovative 

Finance: 

(a) Emphasized the need to mobilize all sources of financing in support of the 

Convention and asked the secretariat and the Global Mechanism (GM) to continue 

supporting such effort; 

(b) Welcomed the continuous support for UNCCD implementation provided 

through (i) the Global Environment Facility (GEF) (and noted the increase in the allocation 

for Land degradation Focal area during GEF-7); and (ii) bilateral donors.  

(c) Requested the Global Mechanism to strengthen its links with the GEF for 

facilitating (i) the process of countries accessing GEF-7 resources for UNCCD 

implementation; and (ii) the allocation of resources related to the enabling activities under 

the GEF to support countries’ obligations to the Convention. 

(d) Requested the GM to broaden its outreach to non-traditional funding sources 

(e.g. private and blended finance) to find ways to support countries to achieve their LDN 

targets;  

(e) Noted that innovative finance approaches should take into account integrated 

landscape approaches and local conditions;  

(f) Appreciated the role of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in supporting country 

Parties on land issues given the important role that land plays in climate change. Parties 
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invited the GCF to provide capacity-building to national stakeholders, including UNCCD 

National Focal Points, on the financing instruments provided by the GCF;  

(g) Noted the operationalization of and progress made so far by the LDN Fund. 

Parties invited Mirova, as the manager of this Fund, to provide regular updates on its 

operations and, along with the Global Mechanism, to provide support and capacity-building 

for accessing this Fund. Noting the non-grant nature of the LDN Fund, Parties requested the 

GM to explore options to facilitate the access to grants and other concessional mechanisms 

in support of the implementation of the Convention; 

(h) Invited developed country Parties (DCPs) to provide financial and non-

financial resources (e.g. technology transfer and scientific and technical assistance) to 

affected country Parties to support their efforts for achieving LDN. DCPs were also invited 

to report adequately against the Strategic Objective 5 so that an accurate estimate of 

financial flows be measured and analysed as well as to comply with the financing 

obligations set forth in Article 20, paragraph 2, of the Convention; 

(i) Welcomed with appreciation the efforts made by the GEF and the GCF for 

the inclusion of gender aspects in projects and programmes related to desertification, land 

degradation and drought. Parties emphasized the need for capacity-building in this context, 

particularly for the development of gender indicators and monitoring frameworks for 

gender mainstreaming, to be integrated into land-related national policies and plans;  

(j) Expressed satisfaction regarding the support and assistance provided by the 

Global Mechanism for developing LDN Transformative Projects and Programmes (TPPs) 

at national level to achieve LDN. Parties requested the Global Mechanism to further 

support country-level activities towards the implementation of LDN targets, including 

through supporting the design of LDN TPPs and facilitating the mobilization of adequate 

financial resources from various sources. 

 II. Strategic objective 5 

2. Some Parties at CRIC 17 recommended, in relation to SO 5, that the Conference of 

the Parties,  

(a) Request the GM to explore options to strengthen coordination with the 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) to (i) provide 

meaningful and quantitative information from reporting on SO 5; and (ii) continue 

developing a more integrated financial monitoring framework for tracking and better 

monitoring the resources for interventions under the Convention;  

(b) Request the GM to consider options to make the reporting template more 

meaningful by including additional quantitative data for SO 5 reporting.  

 III. Improving the procedures for communication of information 
as well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted 
to the Conference of the Parties 

3. Some Parties at CRIC 17 recommended, in relation to the procedures for 

communication of information as well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted 

to the Conference of the Parties, that the Conference of the Parties: 

(a) Request the secretariat, in collaboration with Conservation International, 

work to ensure that Trends.Earth can function autonomously, and that reporting functions 
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be expanded to aid in the generation of reports that would serve national policy and 

management needs; 

(b) Request the secretariat to commission a study with the aim of improving the 

methodology to obtain the aggregate indicator for SDG 15.3.1, mainly in the interpretation 

of the "one out, all out" method of aggregation, to allow also interpretation of the indicator 

according to the magnitude of degradation; 

(c) Request the secretariat to improve the reporting mechanisms and the PRAIS 

platform and template, updating the functionality of the template and improving its 

usability. Suggested improvements should address: 

(i) The readability of the template form by all common versions of PDF 

software;  

(ii) The text display capability (e.g., the text box for the Implementation 

Framework), ensuring clarity when it is necessary to consult the information 

filled in the text windows, including the full display of contents in all 

columns of the template both on screen and when printed in report form; 

(iii) Data import and export functionality;  

(iv) The capacity to accommodate spatial data;  

(v) The capacity to incorporate maps and other graphics; and 

(vi) The capacity to have a printable and readable format of the report in order to 

ensure outputs are useful for decision makers;  

(d) Request the secretariat evaluate the usefulness of all sections of the PRAIS 

template, removing descriptive sections which did not figure into the analysis conducted by 

the secretariat (e.g., "Enhancing resource mobilization" and "Drought risk management and 

early warning systems"); 

(e) Request the secretariat to evaluate the PRAIS platform with the aim of 

making necessary adjustments to correct existing errors including, but not limited to, the 

functionality that is designed to permit the attachment of necessary annexes that 

complement the information presented in the template; 

(f) Request the secretariat to improve the PRAIS portal so that information can 

be readily updated, providing countries with the capability of amending already submitted 

national reports, if necessary; 

(g) Request the secretariat to initiate the development of a more efficient 

reporting cycle which ensures all information (datasets, reporting tools, templates, 

guidelines, etc.) is available on time, taking into full consideration not only the time 

necessary for data collection, processing, analysis, and report compilation, but also the time 

necessary for the technical and methodological adjustments to the reporting process that 

may be requested by the Parties; 

(h) Request the secretariat and invite all relevant technical and financial partners 

to ensure that the financial resources for the continuation of financial support by the GEF’s 

Global Support Programme, and in particular the next umbrella programme will reach 

countries in a timely manner; 

(i) Request the secretariat and the Global Mechanism to provide information on 

the possible development of progress indicators for SO 5 regarding technology transfer, to 

be applied in future reporting processes; 

(j) Request the secretariat and invite technical and financial partners to take into 

consideration that, in the same way that that has been done for Parties upon committing to 
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set voluntary national LDN targets, it is necessary to invest in ensuring the reporting 

process and its outputs are equally relevant at global and national levels, and it is necessary 

to invest in LDN implementation in terms of financing, technology transfer and capacity 

building; 

(k) Requests the secretariat and invites technical and financial partners to work to 

ensure that global data flows can be sustained and improved (in terms of higher resolution 

of images, etc.), that the provision of default data from global sources be guaranteed up 

until 2030, and that enhancements in data and methods be provided to affected country 

Parties; 

(l) Request the secretariat to continue to provide default data to countries which 

can then be verified or replaced by national data for strategic objective 1 while extending 

this approach to strategic objectives 2, 3 and 4, under which the provision of default data 

should be provided through existing indicators, and databases should be used as far as 

possible, ideally pre-filled in the reporting template;   

(m) Request the secretariat and the GM and invite financial and technical partners 

to take actions to support the countries in the preparation of their own national data, 

including the development of national monitoring systems and the improvement of national 

indicators; 

(n) Request the secretariat and invites technical partners and intergovernmental 

initiatives such as the GEO LDN Initiative to explore modalities, including verification 

studies, to improve the spatial resolution of data provided in default datasets, being aware 

of its provisional nature and its importance, especially for small island states, arid and semi-

arid areas and in regions of high spatial variability such as mountainous areas;  

(o) Request the secretariat and invite technical partners and intergovernmental 

initiatives such as the GEO LDN Initiative to pursue efforts to improve the quality of the 

default data provided for strategic objective 1 indicators as well as refinements in the 

common methodology for their calculation, in order to ensure coherence with national 

available data, with the aim of finding solutions to the problem of harmonizing divergent 

data even if common underlying methodologies are used, thereby supporting country 

aspirations to use their own data, when possible, to achieve better levels of accuracy; 

(p) Request the secretariat and the GM to assess and support Parties in their 

efforts to respond to the need to include indicators that reflect global and national 

perspectives but also should serve as management tools and reflect the actions carried out 

to combat degradation, desertification and drought, both for the Convention and for the 

countries; 

(q) Request the secretariat and the GM and invite technical and financial 

partners, through closer cooperation with relevant organizations, to  ensure that existing 

tools, methods and databases should be better used (e.g. WOCAT and its WOCAT/UNCCD 

SLM best practice reporting database; Colorado State University and its Carbon Benefits 

Project; Conservation International and its Trends.Earth, FAO and its Collect Earth); 

(r) Request the secretariat and the GM and invite technical partners including 

Conservation International and other relevant intergovernmental initiatives, including the 

GEO LDN initiative to organize targeted training at regional or subregional levels, taking 

into account the need to do this in conjunction with National Statistical Offices;  

(s) Request the secretariat to evaluate the UNCCD quality assurance process; 

(t) Request the secretariat and the GM to use the reporting quality assurance 

exercise as a part of national capacity-building processes, making in-depth technical 
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reviews of the reports of selected countries per region with a broad stakeholder 

engagement; 

(u) Request the secretariat to, with regard to the presentation of reporting results 

in official reports, distinguish more clearly between the different reporting obligations of 

Parties; 

(v) Request the secretariat to align the reporting process for strategic objectives 

1-5 with the gender-responsive indicators and guidelines being developed under the 

activities of the UNCCD Gender Action Plan with the aim of ensuring that the gender 

dimensions of land degradation are fully captured;  

(w) Request the secretariat to align across all United Nations language versions 

of ICCD/CRIC(17)/8 the timeline according to the provisions of decision 13/COP.13, 

namely by adjusting all language versions to reflect that CRIC 19 will be held in 2020;  

(x) Request the secretariat to take into full consideration the importance of 

having sufficient time allocated for the CRIC (both regional consultations and the CRIC 

session), providing sufficient time to discuss CRIC documents, particularly those related to 

the analysis of what has been reported by Parties for all strategic objectives; 

(y) Request the secretariat and the GM and invite technical partners to support 

national efforts to put in place strategies for effective and efficient information-sharing 

systems at the national level to promote increased action to address land degradation at the 

national and local levels; 

(z) Request the secretariat to further develop reporting templates, taking into 

account the feedback from country Parties submitted during the reporting process. 

 IV. Positions presented by civil society representatives 

4. Parties take note of the positions presented by the civil society representatives at 

CRIC 17 on the following: 

(a) With regard to strategic objectives 1-5: CSOs expressed the importance of 

the participation of civil society and especially women’s groups that support community-

led initiatives throughout the decision-making processes related to Land Degradation 

Neutrality targets and National Drought Plans; 

(b) With regard to LDN: CSOs expressed the important role that policy makers 

play in creating an enabling environment for upscaling and replicating sustainable land 

management and restoration by communities in general and women specifically, and 

therefore kindly ask the Parties to consider the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines 

on the Governance of Tenure of Land as a UNCCD COP 14 decision;  

(c) With regard to gender: CSOs highlight the relevance of the Gender Action 

Plan of UNCCD and call for its prompt, effective and participatory implementation 

throughout the procedures of the UNCCD; 

(d) With regards to innovative finance: CSOs expressed the importance to ensure 

access to appropriate sources of finance to civil society organizations that support 

transformative community-based initiatives to achieve LDN targets; 

(e) With regards to procedures for communication of information: CSOs 

recommended that reporting reflect gender disaggregated data, especially land tenure rights 

of women and that national reports reflect the achievements of civil society regarding 

sustainable land management, restoration and land degradation neutrality.  

    


