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Summary 

 By its decision 5/COP.13, the Conference of the Parties (COP) requested the secretariat to 

address a number of issues relevant to the involvement of civil society organizations (CSO) 

in the process of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).  

 By the same decision, the COP requested the Executive Secretary to report at its thirteenth 

session (COP 13) on the implementation of the decision, including the report of the Panel on 

the implementation of its tasks. 

 This document contains the reports of the Executive Secretary and the Panel on the measures 

undertaken by the secretariat to implement the above-mentioned decision, and provides 

recommendations for consideration at COP 14. 
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  I. Background information 

1. Decisions 5/COP.9, 5/COP.10, 5/COP.11, 5/COP.12 and 5/COP.13 set the basis for 

the organization and engagement of the CSOs in the meetings and processes of the UNCCD. 

Since then the UNCCD CSO panel has been ensuring the coordination of all the CSOs 

accredited to the COP providing regular guidance and feedback to the work of the secretariat 

and the Global Mechanism.  

2. For the last 4 years the Panel and its constituencies have been working on priorities 

identified by the civil society, including land tenure and gender. At COP13, the Panel 

presented on behalf of the CSOs a set of recommendations to ensure the responsible land 

tenure while achieving land degradation neutrality. In this regard, decision 5/COP.13 invited 

the Parties to consider the recommendations made by the Panel regarding land rights.  

3. Decision 5/COP.13 encourages the Panel to consider the UNCCD 2018-2030 

Strategic Framework and topics under the COP when designing its programme of work and 

to review its working modalities with a view to enhancing its effectiveness in the Convention 

processes. 

4. COP 10 requested that COP 13 undertake an overall review of the results achieved 

with the revised procedures for accreditation of CSOs in terms of the increased effectiveness 

of their involvement in the implementation of the Convention. Parties at COP 13 requested 

the secretariat, in collaboration with the Panel to take the necessary measures to implement 

the recommendations of that independent evaluation. 

5.  The Parties also requested the secretariat to report on the implementation of the 

decision at the fourteenth session of the COP (COP 14). 

 II.  Participation and involvement of civil society organizations in 
meetings and processes of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification 

 A. Renewal of the membership of the Civil Society Organization Selection 

Panel 

6. By decision 5/COP.13, paragraph 8, the COP requested the secretariat to facilitate the 

renewal of memberships to the Panel by January 2018. Following this provision, and as a 

result of the consultations reached with the accredited CSOs, the following members were 

appointed: 

• Ms. Djatougbe Aziaka (Togo Welfare) – representative of Africa; 

• Ms. Jiajia Luo (China Green Foundation) – representative of Asia; 

• Mr. Octavio Perez Pardo (Colegio de Ingenieros Agrónomos de Santiago de 

Estero (CIASE)) – representative of Latin America and the Caribbean; 

• Mr. Valentin Ciubotaru (NGO Bios) – representative of Central and Eastern 

Europe; 

• Ms. Nathalie van Haren (Both Ends) – representative of Western European and 

Others; 

7. Since January 2018, the Panel has met 12 times (two times in person and the remaining 

via telephone conferencing) to deliver its original mandate. The secretariat has supported the 
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work of the Panel and prepared the required documents for those meetings, including 

supporting the work of the Chair (Ms. Jiajia Luo), in the mandate given by the Panel. 

8. The current Panel, which will serve until the end of 2019, is expected to meet at least 

four times in preparation for COP 14. From 19 to 22 June 2019, the Panel will be supporting 

the organization of DesertifActions19 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. This event has been 

conceived to prepare and coordinate the input of the CSOs to COP14. 

 B. Support to the Civil Society Organization Panel in discharging its 

mandate 

9. Following the mandate provided by the Convention and the decisions of the COP, the 

secretariat has been supporting the work of the CSOs and the Panel to ensure that they are 

involved in the implementation of the Convention at all levels. 

10. The secretariat continued facilitating the accreditation of the CSOs. At the time of this 

document, an extra 57 organizations correctly submitted their documents for accreditation as 

observers to the COP. It is expected that additional organizations will have fulfilled this 

requirement before the beginning of COP 14. 

11. Furthermore, the secretariat assisted the CSOs, including the Panel, in raising funds 

to allow the functioning of the Panel and the participation of the CSOs in meetings of the 

COP and its subsidiary bodies. In this regard, the government of Switzerland, through its 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, and the government of Turkey via the 

Ankara Initiative have provided the funds needed for the Panel to carry out its tasks over the 

last years.  

12. In addition to the participation in the 17th session of the Committee for the Review of 

the Implementation of the Convention, held in Georgetown, Guyana from the 28 to the 30 

January 2019, the Panel was also represented at the first meeting of the Steering Committee 

of the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund through the participation of Mr. Octavio Perez 

Pardo. He represented the views of the CSOs bringing them to the members of the committee 

and ensuring that CSOs interests are taken into consideration. The Panel also participated 

actively in the work of the UNCCD Science – Policy Interface with Ms. Marioldy Sanchez. 

She is providing monthly reports to the Panel keeping the members involved on the work of 

the SPI and its priorities.  

13. Section III contains the report of the Panel, which includes the work undertaken to 

further involve the CSOs in the implementation of the convention. 

C.  Implementation of the recommendations identified by the independent 

evaluation on the effectiveness of the UNCCD support for civil society 

organization participation 

14.  The independent evaluation identified three recommendations which were presented 

to the Parties at COP13 in document ICCD/COP(13)/15. Decision 5/COP13 requested the 

secretariat in collaboration with the Civil Society Organization Panel, and subject to the 

availability of resources, to take the necessary measures to implement the recommendations. 

15.  The first recommendation requests the Panel to develop its operational guidelines or 

terms of reference, including a time-bound strategic plan, for CSO participation in the 

UNCCD and the functioning of the Panel. In order to ensure a transparent process, the 

secretariat facilitated the organization of a meeting with representatives of the previous and 

current panel members with the aim of finalizing and agreeing on the operational guidelines 
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of the panel1. The document will regulate the work of the Panel in the future and will help its 

members carrying out their mandate. The current panel member devoted part of the meeting 

to finalize its work programme identifying the necessary resources and sources of funding 

(both internal and external)  

16.  The second recommendation focuses on the need for the Panel to establish 

communication plan. One of the members of the Panel Ms. Djatougbe Aziaka is also a trained 

journalist and has experience in the area of communication thanks to her TV programme 

“Ecoconscience”. The panel used her expertise to come up with a communication plan that 

has been helping to strengthen this important area. Relevant information is available on the 

Panel website2  

17. The last recommendation instructs the secretariat to continue supporting effective 

participation of accredited CSOs in the UNCCD process at the global, regional and national 

levels, paying particular attention to: (i) actively engaging new CSOs to become involved in 

the UNCCD, so as to broaden the substantive basis and influence of the UNCCD CSO 

community; and (ii) facilitating follow-up of CSO activities to deepen the impact. In this 

regard, the secretariat has been engaging key stakeholders that could be more involved in the 

work of the Convention. In the present biennium the three key stakeholders were youth, local 

governments and faith-based organizations.  

a) The secretariat has become an active partner within the Interagency Network for 

Youth Development getting involved in several initiatives, particularly youth green 

jobs and decent jobs for youth. Furthermore, the three Rio Conventions are working 

together with UNDP/GEF Small Grants Programme and the Television for the 

Environment to bring the voices of the youth to the Secretary General Climate 

Summit in September through videos presented on the topics of climate, land and 

biodiversity. COP13 was capital for the engagement of the youth since the host 

country and the Chinese Academy of Forestry organized the first ever UNCCD 

Global Youth Initiative for Combating Desertification3. This event was the inception 

of the youth movement within the UNCCD that is being currently developed by the 

Mayor Group on Children and Youth, YOUNGO and more than 120 youth 

representatives. It is expected that youth around the world attend COP 14 to ensure 

the rights of the future generations to enjoy a healthy land.  

b) COP 13 high level segment focussed among others on the role that local 

governments could play in addressing the challenges of desertification, land 

degradation and drought. Since then, the secretariat has been working with ICLEI – 

Local Governments for Sustainability, Climate Chance and United Cities and Local 

Governments (UCLG) to ensure that cities could manage the future pressures on 

land and manage a sustainable equilibrium between urban and rural areas and 

communities.  

c) Faith based organizations are already contributing to the momentum to address 

environmental challenges.  There has been a steady increase in the level of 

engagement and number of religious groups at the local, national and international 

levels acting on environmental challenges in a practical way. Environment and 

development work are often seen as an ethical issue and action as an expression of 

faith. The secretariat has started reaching out the FBO to work together in the 

protection of the environment and the land and the living creatures that live on it. 

 

  

1 <https://www.unccd.int/convention/our-partners/civil-society-organizations >  
2 <https://www.csopanel.com> 

3 < https://www.unccd.int/actions/actions-around-world/global-youth-initiative-combating-desertification-starting-

point>  

https://www.unccd.int/actions/actions-around-world/global-youth-initiative-combating-desertification-starting-point
https://www.unccd.int/actions/actions-around-world/global-youth-initiative-combating-desertification-starting-point


ICCD/COP(14)/13 

6  

 

 

  III.  Report of the Civil Society Organization Panel 

A. Activities undertaken by the Panel 

B. Priorities of the Panel 

 V. Conclusion and recommendations 

58. With the aim of encouraging more effective participation of civil society in 

meetings and processes of the UNCCD, the COP at its fourteenth session may wish to: 

(a) Encourage those countries and regions with no or few CSOs accredited to 

the COP to promote the involvement of their organizations in the UNCCD process at 

the international level to ensure more balanced participation of CSOs in the sessions of 

the COP and its subsidiary bodies; 

(b) Request the secretariat, to continue working with the key stakeholders, 

including youth, faith-based organizations, indigenous peoples and local communities 

and local governments;  

(c) Request the Executive Secretary to facilitate the renewal of the 

membership of the Panel for two years in January 2020, in accordance with the previous 

decisions and to report to the 15th session of the COP on the implementation of this 

decision; 

(d) Urge developed country Parties, international and financial organizations 

and CSOs and private sector institutions to consider contributing substantially and 

promptly to the Supplementary Fund and Special Fund of the Convention with the aim 

of ensuring wider participation of CSOs in meetings and processes of the UNCCD as 

well as the work undertaken by the Panel of the UNCCD. 

 

 

    


