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Summary 

 

At its  fourteenth session the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD), restating the importance of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

recognizing the importance of capacity-building in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, while 

reaffirming that capacity-building at all levels is essential for the effective implementation of the Convention, 

adopted decision 2/COP 14. In that decision the COP requests the secretariat and the Global Mechanism to 
undertake several specific and concrete actions to facilitate relevant capacity building to enhance the 

implementation of the UNCCD. 

 
 The present document reports on the activities undertaken by the secretariat and the Global Mechanism in 

fulfillment of the mandates granted by decision 2/COP.14. Additionally, it contains conclusions and 

recommendations which Parties in attendance at the nineteen session of the Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 19) may wish to consider as regards furthering capacity building 
in support of the implementation of the UNCCD.   
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I. Introduction 

 

1. By its decision 2/COP.14 The Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD) mandated the secretariat to within available resources: 

 

(a) Continue targeted capacity-building to support gender responsive and transformative 

implementation of the Convention, and to further strengthen and deepen both formal and informal 

partnerships to better facilitate the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification capacity-

building process;   

(b) Work with partners, including the relevant media networks, to facilitate the development of suitable 

training materials for journalists as well as the identification and/or provision of the trainers;  

 

2. By the said decision the COP also requested the secretariat, the Global Mechanism and other appropriate 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification institutions and bodies, including the Science Policy 

Interface, acting within their respective mandates, subject to the availability of resources, to:  

 

(a) Continue supporting capacity-building efforts, in collaboration with relevant partners, to facilitate 

the achievement of land degradation neutrality, with particular focus on land degradation neutrality 

monitoring and the effective development of land degradation neutrality transformative projects 

and programmes;  

(b) Foster collaboration on drought impact mitigation capacity-building activities by building on 

existing partnerships with, but not limited to, the World Meteorological Organization, the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme, the National Drought 

Mitigation Center, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction and United Nations 

Water, and establishing new partnerships;  

(c) Conduct online as well as face-to-face United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

Drought Toolbox training sessions  

 

3. This decision further stipulated that the secretariat is to report on the implementation of this decision at 

future sessions of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention.    

 

4. In keeping with 3 immediately above, this report recalls the activities being carried out by the secretariat 

and the Global Mechanism in accordance with the mandates granted by decision 2/COP.14. It details the 

advances made and challenges encountered in the implementation of these activities, and based on these, offers 

conclusions and recommendations on possible additional actions, for the consideration of the Parties attending 

CRIC 19. 

 

II. Targeted capacity-building to support gender responsive and transformative 

implementation of the Convention 

 

5. The COP reaffirming that capacity-building at all levels is essential for the effective implementation of 

the Convention, and recognizing the need to continue to enhance and increase the role of gender in this regard, 

decided by paragraph 1 (a) of decision 2/COP.14 that the secretariat should continue targeted capacity-building 

to support gender responsive and transformative implementation of the Convention. This part of the present 

report details the actions taken by the secretariat in carrying out these stipulations as mandated by the COP. 
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A. A. Capacity building for implementation of the Gender Action Plan to support gender 

responsiveness 

 

6.     Information for the period under review is contained in document ICCD/CRIC(19)/9.  

 

B. Other actions taken in support of gender responsiveness and transformative UNCCD 

implementation 

 

7.  The Secretariat in furthering its efforts to facilitate capacity building to support gender responsive 

implementation of the Convention, also undertook- through use of its various tools and mechanisms including 

its Capacity Building Marketplace and E-learning Platform the following actions: 

i. Implemented a gender sensitive policy as regards offerings of internships 

ii. Including -where relevant and possible- in e-learning courses offered, subjects/sections covering the 

issue of gender within the framework of the implementation of the Convention  

iii. Making consideration of gender a principle of the new mentorship programme 

iv. Making gender a major aspect to be covered by the UNCCD Innovation Hub 

v. Ensuring that the Capacity Building Marketplace gives due consideration to the issues of gender in the 

search for and offer of opportunities 

vi. Featuring capacity building initiatives that focused the role of gender in the implementation of the 

Convention 

vii. A planned webinar round table of the role of gender in the UNCCD process  

viii. Ensuring the role of gender is highlighted in the implementation of capacity building exercises 

undertaken 

 

8.  Progress has been made with the implementation of the GAP and other efforts to ensure a better gender 

responsiveness as concerns the overall implementation process. The secretariat and the Global Mechanism will 

continue the application of a transformative approach in all aspects of their capacity building programmes and 

activities to further these objectives.    

 

 

III.   Strengthening formal and informal partnerships to better facilitate the UNCCD capacity 

building process including the training of journalists 

 

9.  At its fourteen session the COP while reaffirming that capacity building at all levels is essential for the 

effective implementation of the Convention, recognized by adoption of paragraphs  1 (a) and (b) of decision 

2/COP.14 that there needs to be the further strengthening and deepening of both formal and informal 

partnerships to better facilitate the UNCCD capacity-building process. And, by way of the said paragraphs 

mandated the secretariat to within available resources, work with partners to achieve this end. This section of 

this report details the actions taken by the secretariat in carrying out the stipulations of paragraphs 1 (a) and 

(b) as regards working with partners, and the results achieved. 

 

10. For the period under review the Secretariat made determined and continuous efforts to further support 

and facilitate capacity building to enhance the implementation process in four broad areas as outlined 

immediately below: 

 

A. Maintaining and strengthening existing formal partnerships 

 

11. The Secretariat renewed, and in some cases strengthened several existing formal -i.e. regulated by 

written agreement-, partnerships that aim inter alia at fostering capacity building to ensure a more efficacious 
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UNCCD implementation. In this regard partnerships were renewed and/or enhanced at the bilateral and 

multilateral levels, as well as with partners in the civil society. These included partnerships with the Republics 

of Korea and Turkey, with the Secretariat of the CARICOM Community, and with the civil society 

organization Fundacion Agreste. Partnerships with the GEF and the Centre International de Formation 

Europeenne were also renewed and strengthened.  

 

12. Cognizant of the prevailing circumstances as regards the CORVID-19 pandemic, the secretariat is 

looking at the greater role and use of technology for the enhancement of these partnerships, both in their 

operations and the results to be had therefrom.  This process is on-going as the Secretariat seeks to further it 

works in this regard in the interest of creating more opportunities for capacity building. 

 

B. Maintaining and strengthening existing informal partnerships 

 

13. Over the years having informal -i.e., not regulated by written agreement- partnerships with various 

stakeholders has been tremendously beneficial to the Secretariat’s efforts to promote and facilitate capacity 

building. These informal partnerships are in the main bilateral, usually with Civil Society Organizations and 

learning institutions, and are focused on specific actions and activities that in most cases, finally deliver skills, 

training, and knowledge to peoples at the local community level. For the period under review the Secretariat 

maintained and or strengthened its partnerships with all these informal partners including the Universities of 

Cologne, Wagenengen and Addis Ababa, the Caribbean Youth Environment Network, DesertNet 

International, Réseau Associatif de Développement Durable des Oasis and many others. Through these 

partnerships the Secretariat has been able to support capacity building in several ways including: 

 

(a) Deliver lectures on the UNCCD and its importance to sustainable development 

(b) Hold exhibitions, expositions and other capacity building events 

(c) Promote the capacity building activities of these partners via its Capacity Building Marketplace, 

exclusive E-learning platform, its social media platforms and other means of communication 

(d)  Actively involve these partners in UNCCD capacity building activities and being actively 

involved in some of their activities 

(e) Offering educational materials and technical advice to these partners 

(f) Cooperating and collaborating in the development of specific capacity building tools and 

instruments, such as bulletins and e-learning courses 

 

C.  Pursuit of new partnerships to support capacity building 

 

14. For the period under review the Secretariat in accordance with its mandate vigorously pursued the 

formation of partnerships in support of the capacity building process. Practice and experience have shown that 

informal partnerships are quicker and easier to form and this continued to be the case. New informal 

partnerships have been realized with a few intergovernmental institutions such as the Arab Bank, as well as 

with several Civil Society Organizations and learning institutions including Bee Hub Gaute of Guatemala. This 

process is still evolving, and the Secretariat is determined to form more of such partnerships especially with 

learning institutions. Consequently, the Secretariat is presently having conversations about forming such 

partnerships with several universities in Africa, Europe, Asia and the Caribbean as an initial step. 

 

15. While securing formal partnerships is much more challenging the Secretariat efforts did reap some 

rewards as formal agreements covering capacity building were reach with several bodies. At the time of the 

preparation of this report the Secretariat was close to concluding agreements with several new partners 

including universities and two research institutions. At the same time several Civil Society Organization have 

written to the Secretariat seeking to conclude such partnerships. All requests are being given due consideration. 
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16. The Secretariat has formulated a plan to pursue formal agreements at the sub-regional level following 

the model of that worked out with the CARICOM Community. This will be initiated beginning with two 

intergovernmental sub-regional organizations on the African content. It is expected that this plan will be put 

into effect during the first half of 2021.  

 

D.  Partnerships and training of journalists to facilitate media coverage and public outreach 

 

17.       For the biennium, UNCCD intended to hold regional media trainings back-to-back with official UNCCD 

events in the Arab and Russian regions. These were postponed and re-designed in line with the UNCCD post- 

COVID-19 strategy. For the period under review, the Secretariat pursued formal and informal partnerships to 

deepen media reach and public outreach. Informal partnerships with influential advocacy organizations and 

collaboration with UN-system organizations enabled UNCCD to increase its visibility and share its messages 

through large on-off events. Through informal partnership with media networks, UNCCD got access to some 

of the world’s leading environmental journalists. Through formal partnerships, UNCCD delivered its messages 

directly through influential mainstream media. During the period under review, UNCCD did not renew its 

partnership with a global organization it has worked with for four year. This is the second media partnership 

not to be renewed after four years of formal collaboration. The support and goodwill the UNCCD continues to 

enjoy from the organizations it had formal, longer-term relationships with in the past, underscores the value of 

the same. They help to deepen understanding about the importance of the issue, capacity for reporting on it, as 

well as trust with the journalists covering UNCCD’s work. 

 

18.       At the time of the preparation of this report, the secretariat had developed a database of Russian- and 

Arab-speaking journalists, conducted one virtual media training and had started the process of organizing three 

media workshops – for journalists from Central and Eastern Europe, for the Arab-speaking region and for staff. 

Originally planned to take place as face-to-face events, the regional events are now planned as virtual events 

to be held closer to the conference of the parties and to be conducted using internet channels. The trainings 

aim inter alia, to: 

i. Offer participating journalists the knowledge and skills to cover UNCCD’s activities, 

building on regional issues of interest to their audience 

ii. Create a basis for networking among these journalists, and between them and the secretariat  

iii. Create additional channels through which the UNCCD’s message can be shared with the 

world 

iv. Inspire diverse journalists and bring the new media and tools such as art and culture to 

UNCCD’s work 

v. Draw lessons to scale up these exercises for a broader audience in the future. 

 

19.       These exercises will be recorded and developed for dissemination through the Secretariat’s Capacity 

Building Marketplace, exclusive E-learning Platform and other capacity building mechanisms to enhance 

capacity development for journalists. The recordings will also be made available as training and learning 

materials and for use by stakeholders involved in capacity building within the framework of the UNCCD 

process. They will be converted into new products, as appropriate, for the electronic press kits. In 2020, the 

Secretariat and Deutsch-Welle, collaborated informally to produce and disseminate scientific knowledge on 

land-degradation and started exploring the possibility of a more formal partnership to develop programmes 

targeting young people interested in entrepreneurial activities that contribute to land degradation neutrality. 

 

20.       In the first half of 2021, the secretariat is organizing a global discussion on journalists and their role in 

helping to promote the implementation of the UNCCD at all levels. This discussion is designed to get 

journalists involved as direct stakeholders of the UNCCD process. Regular virtual expert briefings for 
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journalists will also be carried out in the second half of the biennium. These activities can help ensure inter 

alia, the sustained involvement of journalists and their networks in the sharing of information, knowledge, 

experiences and success stories to facilitate the implementation of the Convention.            

 

21.       While much has been accomplished in the area of partnership building, most of this has been achieved 

via the informal route, largely due to the media’s guiding principal of independence, the high cost of sponsoring 
programmes and the fragmented nature of the issue of land use and management. This allows, inter alia, for 

capacity development and strengthening to reach more people at the local and community levels as these types 

of partnerships are mostly realized with Civil Society Organizations. The advent of new media, such as blogs, 

podcasts, smartphones and sophisticated conference platforms, has created new opportunities that the UNCCD 
could tap into to independently produce and distribute high-quality media products cost-effectively. 

 

 

IV. Collaboration with partners to support capacity building to facilitate the achievement of 

land degradation neutrality and drought impact mitigation  

 

A. Collaboration with partners to facilitate the achievement of land degradation neutrality through 

development of gender responsive transformative projects and programmes  

 

22.  The sustainable and long-term impact of achieving land degradation neutrality (LDN) requires building 

political commitments (e.g. through official country commitments to achieve LDN, including specific LDN 

targets), developing practical responses and securing the investment necessary to deliver those responses. 

Efforts should also be made in raising broader awareness of LDN, and development and implementation of 

specific capacity-building programmes, in particular on the themes of gender sensitive and transformative 

approaches.  

 

23.  As the gender aspects of the LDN Target Setting Programme (TSP) were not fully incorporated into the 

initial project’s design, this has been addressed  by developing guidance documents, developing and delivering 

training and effectively integrating gender in the design of projects implementing interventions aimed at 

achieving national LDN targets and measures. 

 

24.  In order to support gender responsive LDN Transformative Projects and Programmes (TPP) design, the 

Global Mechanism developed and organized several national and regional training events with UN Women 

and IUCN in 2018 and 2019 to reinforce capacities of national stakeholders to develop sound gender 

responsive LDN projects and tap into different funding sources including climate finance.   

 

25.  As of September 2020, more than 250 participants/national focal points, including CSO’s and women’s 

farmers groups, received hands-on training on how to include the gender perspective in the project cycle. 

 

26.  The Global Mechanism also engaged multilateral funding and technical entities in capacity-building 

events to disseminate technical aspects of LDN and facilitate exchanges with the UNCCD national focal points 

and other stakeholders. Regional capacity building workshops were organised in July 2019 with the African 

Development Bank in Abidjan – Côte d’Ivoire and with the Asian Forest Cooperation Organization in 

Bangkok, Thailand. A virtual training session on LDN and gender was also delivered in November 2019 with 

the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) to the benefit of the Commission des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale 

(COMIFAC) country members.  
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27.  Similar regional capacity building workshops in LAC, in CEE, in Africa and for the Arab countries 

regions were respectively planned in April 2020 in Panama, in May 2020 in Izmir – Turkey, in July 2020 in 

Abidjan – Côte d’Ivoire and in the last quarter of 2020 for Arab countries. These events were aiming at building 

capacity of national focal points, policy makers, civil society, private sector, young green entrepreneurs, 

women, representations of regional organizations and implementing partners on the nexus of land degradation, 

biodiversity and climate change, how to generate mutually supporting synergies through the implementation 

and financing of gender-responsive LDN transformative projects and programmes, along with key initiatives 

such as the Bonn Challenge and commitments on NDCs, LDN, Biodiversity and Water. However, due to 

Covid-19 outbreak, these events have been postponed sine die. Nevertheless, the Global Mechanism remains 

committed to deliver on those as soon as the situation allows and subject to funding availability. Discussions 

are already on-going with the partner agencies for adopting alternate practical ways for conducting the capacity 

building events. The trainings could be also organized by combining online tutorials, seminars and in-person 

working sessions.  

 

28.  Following the recommendations made in the context of the terminal evaluation of the LDN TSP in April 

2019, a series of LDN thematic studies were developed in 2019/2020 which are also contributing to increasing 

knowledge and capacity building by raising awareness and increasing understanding of the opportunities that 

LDN presents to deliver synergies and co-benefits with other social and environmental objectives. These 

thematic studies explain how voluntary LDN targets and associated measures adopted by UNCCD country 

Parties can contribute to multiple Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Further information on these 

studies can be found in document ICCD/CRIC(19)/5. 

 

B. Supporting capacity building efforts focused on land degradation neutrality monitoring 

 

29. At the time of the preparation of this report the Science-Policy Interface had completed a concept note 

for its approach to harnessing transformative change through integrated land use planning and landscape 

management in the context of land degradation neutrality. The proposed scientific assessment, which responds 

to work programme objective 1 (decision 18/COP.14), will lead to: 

i. A technical report providing practical guidance on the use of integrated land use planning and 

integrated landscape management tools and principles, and their potential to be adapted to 

contribute to LDN planning, evaluation, monitoring and learning for adaptive management. The 

report will include a modality designed to illustrate in potential application of these tools in the 

context of five themes directly relevant to Parties and other stakeholders. These include: 

a) Building back better in the COVID-19 era: Noting that land use change is a primary 
transmission pathway for emerging infectious disease, prevention of pandemics is in part a land 

use planning challenge. Moreover, in the face of the expanding COVID-19 pandemic, replacing 

some of the significant loss of resilience in global systems may be possible through more 

strategic land use decisions in local and regional systems. The continuum of integrated land use 
planning approaches and tools may offer effective ways to meet these needs.  

b) Sand and dust storm source mitigation: Managing sites of soil erosion deposition is 

insufficient for managing the source of sand and dust storms because that deposition is typically 
tied to erosion process across an entire landscape. The approaches and tools of integrated 

landscape management are thus critical for effective sand and dust storm source mitigation.  

c) The food, energy and nature trilemma: Recognizing that over 70% of the Earth’s ice-free 
terrestrial ecosystems have already been transformed from their natural state, it is clear that the 

challenges of making up the food gap, drawing down carbon from the atmosphere through 

renewable energy and conserving biodiversity are challenges that can no longer be addressed 

individually. The continuum of integrated land use planning approaches and tools applied in 
the context of LDN provide governments the framework for optimizing land use while 

safeguarding the environment and people.  
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d) Strengthening urban-rural socio-ecological systems: Traditionally, urban and rural systems 

have been considered by policy makers and planners independently. Integrated land use 
planning bolstered by tools that facilitate generating scenarios could enhance the capacity of 

policy makers and planners enhance livelihoods in urban and rural areas simultaneously.  

e) Increasing drought resilience: While drought is frequently viewed as a meteorological 
phenomenon, water scarcity is also driven by both land use decisions (such as crop choice) and 

land degradation (which, for example, can reduced the water holding capacity of the soil). 

Integrated land use planning and integrated landscape management tools which take into 

consideration drought and water scarcity could support efforts at the national to local level to 

build community and ecosystem resilience to drought.  

ii. A demonstration on how LDN can be incorporated into existing open source land use planning 

and trade-off analysis tools, which is being pursued in collaboration with the Group on Earth 

Observations LDN Initiative. The GEO-LDN Competition is an international technology 

innovation competition to design and build software analytics solutions to support more 

transparent and well-informed land use decisions at the local to national level across the globe.2 

The challenge is to develop a software tool to implement, or support the implementation of a 

“neutrality mechanism” for LDN within a well-established open source model that allows for 

trade-off analysis, and which can then be adapted for use by any other such modelling tools. The 

preliminary proposals for entrants to the competition will be evaluated by an expert panel which 

will include several members of the Science-Policy Interface leading the work on objective 1.  

iii. Linked to this work, the Global Mechanism is currently exploring with technical and financing 

partners potential options to support capacity building efforts in this regard at country level.  

 

30. In response to guidance provided by departing members of the Science-Policy Interface who completed 

their service in December 2019, the Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology, in their meeting in 

December 20193, requested the secretariat support the co-Chairs in creating additional opportunities for the 

engagement of early career scientists in Science-Policy Interface work. At the time of preparation of this report, 

an advance draft proposal for a “SPI Early-Career Scientists Programme” was under final review by the co-

Chairs. It is intended that a pilot of this programme shall be launched in support of the SPI work programme 

for biennium 2020-2021. 

 

C. Partnerships to foster collaboration in capacity building on drought impact mitigation activities  

 

31. The UNCCD Secretariat, in partnership with FAO and UNEP-DHI launched a series of free webinars 

in order to provide further insight into the UNCCD Drought toolbox with a special focus on three key areas of 

drought management: (i) Drought monitoring and early warning systems, (ii) vulnerability assessment and (iii) 

drought risk mitigation measures. 

32. The UNCCD Secretariat, together with the Global Mechanism, is also engaged in capacity-building 

events to help countries develop and implement national drought policies and technical guidelines; and assist 

UNCCD national focal points and other stakeholders. Regional capacity building workshops were organised 

in May 2019 in Turkey together with WMO, FAO and UNEP-DHI. Similar regional capacity building 

workshops have been planned in Montevideo, Uruguay for Latin America and the Caribbean Countries (April 

  

2 < https://www.geo-ldn.org/competition-overview > 
3 < https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/relevant-links/2020-

01/Report%20CST%20Bureau%20Meeting%20on%209-10%20Dec%202019_FINAL.pdf > 
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2020) and in Ankara, Turkey for African countries (May 2020). Due to the present pandemic these have been 

postponed to April/May 2021 while options for a virtual training session are being explored. 

33. Two pilot regional projects have been launched: (i) Central Asia project, with partners including 

CAREC (Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia) and FAO and (ii) Southern Africa Development 

Community (SADC) project, with partners including IUCN, IWMI and FAO. The objectives of these two 

regional projects are to come up with regional strategic framework for drought management to enhance 

resilience to drought that emphasizes on a paradigm shift from reactive to proactive approaches. The strategy 

will help achieve the long-term objective of countries in the regions to develop technical and institutional 

capacity to manage droughts in an effective and sustainable manner. It will also aim to facilitate cooperation 

on data sharing including early warning and monitoring systems, vulnerability and impact mapping and 

evidence on drought risk mitigation measures in the countries.  

34. Despite the challenges presented by the Corvid-19 pandemic the secretariat was able to successfully 

cooperate and collaborate with many partners to support capacity building in addressing LDN and drought 

impact mitigation. Of real importance now is the maintenance of these partnerships, and ensuring that the 

remain effective and active tools for furthering the facilitation of capacity building.     

V. Conclusions 

35.  Based on the mandates granted to the secretariat and the Global Mechanism as contained in decision 

2/COP.14, and the efforts made by both institutions to comply with the same, the following general conclusions 

are made: 

i. Much has and is being done to address the issues of the implementation of the Gender Action 

Programme and to ensure a better gender responsiveness as concerns the overall implementation 

process. The Parties attending CRIC 19 may however wish to consider other concrete ways that might 
further progress in addressing these issues. The greater support from Parties both individually and 

collectively, and the further integration by the secretariat and the Global Mechanism of a gender 

responsive and transformative approach in all aspects of their capacity building programme are two 
areas that may be contemplated.   

ii. Due to the prevailing circumstances of the Corvid-19 pandemic, the secretariat and the Global 

Mechanism should continue with efforts of making greater use of technology for the building and 

enhancement of partnerships, both in their operations and the results to be had therefrom.  The use of 
such technology can certainly be an additional tool in the creation of more opportunities for partnership 

development and strengthening in support of capacity building. 

iii. Notwithstanding the difficulties of the present global pandemic the secretariat and the Global 
Mechanism continue to successfully build partnerships to support capacity building within the 

UNCCD process as a whole, and to address particular issues including supporting the implementation 

of land degradation neutrality and drought impact mitigation. Going forward; it is important that the 
momentum gain so far is not lost and every effort be made to ensure that these partnerships continue 

to produce needed results.   

iv. The pursuit of formal partnerships presents some challenges for both the Secretariat and the Global 

Mechanism. There is therefore need for both institutions to consider more creative and innovative 
ways to promote the conclusion of such partnerships. At the same, the approach of having informal 

partnerships have proven to be relatively easy to implement and successful to date. This should 

therefore be enhanced where possible, especially as regards working with Civil Society partners. 
v. The secretariat’s work on concluding formal agreements at the sub-regional level following the model 

of that worked out with the CARICOM Community has shown positive results thus far. The continued 

pursuit of such efforts may indeed further the capacity development process especially at the sub-

regional and national levels.   
vi. The use of the informal route for partnership building couple with the use of new media, such as blogs, 

podcasts, smartphones and sophisticated conference platforms, has created new opportunities allowing 

capacity development and strengthening to reach more people at the local and community levels. In 
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this regard more possibilities and opportunities for capacity building may be realized if the UNCCD 

should increase its focus on the use of these approaches and tools which can inter alia produce high-
quality media and cost-effective products.  

VI. Recommendations 

35. Recalling the mandates granted to the secretariat and the Global Mechanism as contained Decision 2/ 
COP.14, and taking into consideration the actions taken by both institutions  to support the building of 

capacity; the results obtained from these actions; and the several conclusions contained in this report; and, in 

keeping with the stipulations contained in Paragraph 5, Decision 32/COP.14, Parties attending CRIC 19 may 

wish to consider the following recommendations with a view to enhancing the UNCCD capacity building 
process, and conveying the same for the further consideration of the COP: 

 1.  Request the secretariat, within available resources, to: 

(a) Continue the further integration of a gender responsive and transformative approach in all aspects of 
its capacity building programmes and activities;  

 

(b) Continue efforts to build and strengthen informal partnerships at all level to support the facilitation 
of capacity development in particular at the local and community level, while not neglecting efforts 

to conclude more formal partnerships; 

 

(c) Enhance its support for the capacity building efforts of SIDS and LDCs to facilitate the effective 
implementation of the UNCCD; 

 

(d) Facilitate the enhancement of the capacities of journalists from developing country Parties thereby 
further enabling them to use new media such as blogs and podcasts for public outreach, and to tell 

human-interest and success stories on the achievement of LDN and its impacts at country-level; 

 

(e) Develop introductory courses for journalists as well as webinars and e-courses to supplement and 
reinforce ongoing face-to-face media training activities; 

 

(f) Maintain and continue developing strategic media partnerships that strengthen outreach to women 
and youth and the publication of stories that increase the visibility of the Convention’s work; 

2. Request the secretariat and the Global Mechanism, within available resources and in collaboration 

with relevant partners, to support capacity development for data collection, data analysis, quantitative 
representation, geo-spatial mapping and monitoring of LDN targets, land-use tracking through online 

platforms and reporting to UNCCD  

3. Further request the secretariat and the Global Mechanism to continue supporting capacity 

development for project preparation and financing (public and private) and for design and implementation of 
gender transformative projects and programmes  

4.  Request the SPI to continue the expeditious implementation of the Early-Career Scientists 

Programme;  

5. Encourage CSOs to be more proactive in supporting capacity building efforts to enhance the 

implementation of the Convention;  

6.  Encourage Parties both individually and collectively to provide further support for the capacity 
development within the UNCCD process;  

7. Request the secretariat to report on the implementation of this decision at its future sessions of the 

Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention. 

 .     


