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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By decision 10/9, adopted at its tenth session, the Intergovernnenta
Negotiating Cormmittee for the El aboration of an International Convention to
Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa (INCD), taking note of the report
contai ned in docunent A/ AC. 241/1NF.4 on ongoi ng work being done on benchmarks
and indicators for measuring progress in the inplenmentation of the Convention
requested the interimsecretariat:

(a) To continue its work on benchmarks and indicators begun in
response to decisions 8/ 8 and 9/12 and solicit witten subm ssions from
i nterested nenbers of the Comrittee and conpetent organi zations, to be
received by 17 March 1997

(b) To continue the informal open-ended consultative process
establ i shed pursuant to decision 9/12

(c) To further expand the work to enconpass the Asian, Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean regions;

(d) To report to the Conference of the Parties at its first session on
the work undertaken, with particular reference to nmeasurenment indicators.

2. The section bel ow constitutes the report requested i n subparagraph (d).
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I'1. CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM | NCD MEMBERS AND | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

3. The secretariat received witten contributions from10 Commi ttee nmenbers
and 5 international organizations. The comments and suggestions concerned
indicators relating to Convention inplenentation, benchmarks and environnmenta
i npact indicators. There may be contradictions and overlaps, as is often the
case when a collection of viewpoints is summari zed. The views expressed may
be summari zed as foll ows:

A. Indicators to neasure the inplenentation of the Convention

(a) Annex 1 to docunent A/ AC. 241/INF.4, submitted at the
tenth session, affords a good base for indicators of the inplenentation of the
Convention. Additional work should be done to clarify the eval uation
paranmeters and the definition of a standard report on indicators so as to
ensure that the reporting systemis as sinple and direct as possible. The
result m ght be used by the Comrittee on Science and Technol ogy to draw up
directives for the Parties and regi onal and subregi onal organizations in the
preparation of their reports on the inplenentation of the Convention

(b) The matrix of inplenentation indicators put forward at the
tenth session of INCD should be made wi dely avail abl e, and shoul d incl ude
instructions for use. It should be tested in countries that are well advanced
in the formulation of their National Action Plans (NAPs) in Africa, Asia,
Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean

(c) Machi nery will be set up to revise the suggested matrix as the
need arises, including indicators on the nedia (audio-visual, witten etc.)
and on consci ousness-rai sing anong the | ocal popul ation

(d) A standard m ni num set of indicators applicable worldw de needs to
be established, along with indicators suited to each region in order to take
account of specific regional features;

(e) I ndi cators and eval uati on paraneters need to be weighted for the
gquantitative evaluation of the data. Inplenentation in various conditions
will then be evaluated by the sum of the nunber of points obtained;

(f) There is a clear difference between the notions of benchmarks and
i ndi cators;

(9) Benchmarks allow for a basic |evel of surveillance in that they
are defined, agreed standards that may change over tine, or afford a reference
poi nt for conparing the values of indicators at a given nmonent or at other
peri ods over tine. Benchmarks for inplenentation indicators, such as average
performance in terns of indicator value in a region or subregion, could be
established. On the other hand, the lack of data could be a probl em when
est abl i shing benchmarks for inpact indicators.
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B. | npact indicators
(a) It is inportant to emphasi ze that indicators describing the
severity and extent of desertification and its soci o-econom ¢ consequences
could be of use in devel oping inplenentation indicators. |ndicators of

rehabilitation followup and the effects of counterneasures, together with
soci o- econom ¢ indicators, should therefore be devel oped further, while
continuing to work on indicators of the state of the area under consideration
and degradation by reference to previous findings or protected areas.

(b) The eval uati on and application of inpact indicators in the
countries concerned is |lagging well behind the many ot her undert aki ngs
relating to the conceptual, theoretical and scientific devel opment of
i ndi cat ors enbar ked upon since 1992. Rare are the proposed indicators that
have been tested, calculated and applied. The problemis related to the
conplexity of the work, the skills available and the cost. These constraints
serve to deter many countries, including devel oped ones.

(c) A ground-up approach, drawi ng on | ocal know edge which may vyield
basic indicators that are understood and applied by I ocal comunities, should
be devel oped. The indicators thus arrived at will be validated and integrated
at the national or regional scale at which decisions are taken

(d) Priority in relation to inpact indicators should crystallize
around the quantitative analysis of |ocal experience in this area, the cost
and effectiveness of bilateral and nultilateral projects, the relationships
bet ween | ocal - and national -1evel inpact indicators, and nethodol ogi cal and
operational aspects.

(e) The recomrendati ons concerning future work on inpact indicators in
paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 of note A/AC.241/INF.4 are inportant. The Conmittee
on Sci ence and Technol ogy could, at the request of the Conference of the
Parties, take on this task, assisted by an ad hoc group |like that convened by
the secretariat in Novenber 1996 and July 1997. It could take stock of the
ongoi ng work on inpact indicators, identify gaps in know edge for priority
undert aki ngs and | ook for partners to carry out a work plan on desertification
indicators. |Its responsibilities would be:

(i) To take stock of ongoing work on indicators;
(ii) To look for partners to carry out a work plan
(iii) To identify |lead agencies in the light of the tasks to be
assigned, with due regard for topics, the scal e being
consi dered, and the resources and skills of each
institution; and
(iv) To follow up on and evaluate the results.

[11. COMMENTS BY ORGANI ZATI ONS ON THE ONGO NG WORK ON | NDI CATORS

4, A nunber of bodies are studying environnental inpact indicators,
i ncl udi ng those describing the extent and degree of desertification and its
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soci 0- econom ¢ consequences that may be of use in devel oping indicators for
the impl ementation of the Convention. The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the O fice to Combat Desertification and Drought (UNSO)
of fered the foll owi ng comments:

(a) UNEP will conplete the second edition of a desertification atl as,
probably in Septenber 1997. The atlas contains indicators on desertification
at the local and national level. It identifies useful approaches to the
struggl e agai nst desertification. It refers to the links between poverty,

m gration and security, and between desertification, |oss of biodiversity,
gl obal warm ng and dri nki ng-water resources.

(b) UNSO has undertaken a study of the population in dry areas,
notably in Africa. Simlar studies are planned for the Asian and Latin
American regions. The United Nations Devel opment Progranme (UNDP) and UNSO,
in collaboration with UNEP and other institutions, are working on the
formul ati on and design of a desertification evaluation and nonitoring
initiative taking due account of the socio-economnm c di mensions of
desertification

5. Pursuant to decision 10/9, adopted at the tenth session of INCD, the
secretariat has continued the informal open-ended consultative process and
brought together a group of participants in Otawa, Canada, from 15 to

17 July 1997 with support fromthe Canadi an, International Devel opnment
Research Centre. The group’s mandate was to devote particular attention to
t he honing of inplenentation indicators and the devel opnment of a method of
establishing inpact indicators.

6. The report of this group will appear under the synbol
| CCD/ COP( 1)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1.



