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I.  ADM N STRATI VE AND SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE SECRETARI AT
1. The Conference of the Parties (COP), by decision 3/COP. 1:
(a) I n paragraph 3, accepted the offer of the Secretary-General of the

United Nations, contained in docunents A/ AC. 241/ 44 and A/ AC. 241/55, for the United
Nations to provide the adm ni strative and support arrangenents for the secretari at,
and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to provide these adm nistrative and support
arrangenments for the secretariat of the Convention, pursuant to article 23 of the
Convention; and al so

(b) In paragraph 6, requested the Executive Secretary to pursue the
gquestion of the allotnent of overhead to defray admnistrative expenses as
indicated in the advice of the Secretary-General and to report the results at its
second session.

2. By its resolution A/52/198 of 18 Decenber 1997, paragraph 2, the Genera
Assenbly approved the institutional |inkage between the secretariat and the United
Nations, in accordance with the offer nade by the Secretary-Ceneral and as accepted
by the Conference of the Parties at its first session

3. Wth respect to the allotnment of overhead or programe support costs, the
United Nations Secretariat has agreed to allocate, on an experimental basis, an
amount of approxi mately US$ 210,000 to hel p defray administrative expenses of the
secretariat. This arrangenent is based on an overhead of 13 per cent, to be |evied
on funds received by the secretariat, for adm nistrative and support services to
be provided to it by the United Nations. As requested in decision 6/COP.1,
paragraph 2, on the budget and programe for 1999, this anobunt is to be considered
as an offset to the expenditures approved in paragraph 1 of the sanme deci sion.
During the biennium 2000-2001, this amount is to be reviewed in the light of
experience and of developnents in shared adm ni strative arrangenents with other
United Nations organi zati ons at Haus Carstanjen in Bonn, as well as in light of the
review of the institutional |inkage between the Convention secretariat and the
United Nations as requested in decision 3/COP.1, paragraph 5, which was confirmed
by the General Assenbly in its resolution A/52/198, paragraph 2.

I'1. I NTERI M ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTI ES AND THE SECRETARI AT

4, The Conference of the Parties, by decision 4/COP. 1:
(a) I n paragraph 2, requested the CGeneral Assenbly, bearing in mnd the
institutional |inkage of the secretariat to the United Nations and the | arge nunber

of States including those which are on the list of |east devel oped countries that
are Parties to the Convention, to decide to finance from the regul ar programe
budget of the United Nations the Conference servicing costs arising from sessions
of the Conference of the Parties and subsidiary bodies for the duration of the
institutional |inkage approved by the Conference of the Parties decision

(b) In paragraph 3, requested further the General Assenbly to include the
second session of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and the meetings
of its subsidiary bodies in the cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1998-1999;

(c) I n paragraph 4, requested the Secretary-General to appoint, after
consultation with the Conference of the Parties through its Bureau, the first head
of the secretariat, with the title of Executive Secretary at the |evel of Assistant
Secretary-Ceneral ; and

(d) I n paragraph 5, requested the President of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention to present to the General Assenbly the
results of its first session held in Rome from 29 Septenber to 10 Cctober 1997.
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5. I n accordance with the above decision, the President of the first session of
the Conference of the Parties reported to the General Assenbly on 13 Novenber 1997
on the results of the first session of the Conference of the Parties.

6. Inits resolution A/52/198 of 18 Decenber 1997, the General Assenbly deci ded
to include in its cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1998-1999 the sessions
of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies envisaged for that
bi ennium taking into account the request of the Conference of the Parties.

7. As for the fourth and further sessions of the COP and its subsidiary bodies,
the COP may wish to consider another request to the CGeneral Assenmbly to include
these sessions in the cal endar of United Nations conferences and neetings for the
2000- 2001 bi enni um

8. As requested by the Conference of the Parties, the Secretary-Ceneral, after
consultation with the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties, appointed M. Hana
Arba Diallo as the first head of the secretariat with the title of Executive
Secretary, at the level of Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for a three-year period
starting on 1 January 1999.

9. Fol | owi ng the appoi ntrent of the Executive Secretary, the Secretary-Ceneral

t hrough the Under-Secretary-General for Managenent, established on 22 April 1998
the arrangenents for admnistrative support by the United Nations Secretariat to
the Convention secretariat and del egated authority to the Executive Secretary on
personnel, financial and conmmon services. These arrangenents are simlar to those
granted to the secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate
Change (UNFCCC) and will cone into effect with the establishnent of the secretari at
on 1 January 1999.

10. Furthernore, in order to ensure a snooth transition as well as a tinely
relocation of the secretariat to Bonn, Germany early in 1999, the Executive
Secretary was exceptionally authorized to take the necessary adm nistrative steps
during 1998, including the establishment of the CCD staff association, CCD
Appoi ntnent and Pronoti on Board and other procedures for the recruitnent of the
secretariat's staff.

11. In accordance with the exceptional authorization granted to himin 1998, the
Executive Secretary has taken the necessary administrative steps to ensure a snooth
transition and the physical relocation of the secretariat to Bonn, which is
expected to happen during the second half of January 1999. The actual timng of
the rel ocation, however, rests with how quickly the CCD receives the contributions
to the core budget by the Parties and the finalization of the headquarters
agreement with the Government of Germany. Further details relating to the
agreement and the relocation to Bonn are provided in docunent |CCD/COP(2)/8, and
Add. 1 and 2.



