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l. PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA
1. The provisional agenda presented for adoption is as follows:
1. Openi ng of the session.
2 El ection of vice-chairpersons.
3 Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
4. Benchmar ks and i ndi cat ors.
5

Survey and eval uati on of existing networks, institutions, agenci es and
bodi es.

6. Report on the work of other bodies performng work simlar to that
envi saged for the Conmmittee on Science and Technol ogy.

7. Tradi tional know edge.

8. Future work programme of the Conmmittee.

9. Rost er of independent experts.

10. Creation, if necessary, of an ad hoc panel or panels.
11. Other matters.

12. Report of the session.

I'1.  ANNOTATI ONS TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

I nt roducti on

2. I n accordance with paragraph 7 of the ternms of reference of the Committee
on Sci ence and Technol ogy (CST) (decision 15/ COP. 1), "(t)he Conmi ttee shall adopt
a programre of work, which should include estimates regarding its financial
i mplications. The progranme of work shall be subject to approval by the
Conference of the Parties.”

Venue
3. Article 24, paragraph 1 of the Convention to Conbat Desertification (CCD)
provi des that the Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy shall neet "in conjunction
wi th the ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties." The second session

of the CST will therefore nmeet at Mridien Conference Centre, Dakar, during the
second session of the Conference of the Parties. Tentatively, the Comm ttee has
been scheduled to nmeet from1l to 3 December 1998.

Partici pants

4. Article 24, paragraph 1 of the CCD provides that the CST "shall be
mul ti di sciplinary and open to the participation of all Parties." Consistent with
the provisions of article 22, paragraph 7, it is anticipated that sessions of the
CST will be open to observers in accordance with the rules of procedure.

Docunent ati on

5. Lists of the docunents prepared for the Committee's first and second
sessions are contained in annex |I. In addition to normal distribution, docunents
will be nade avail able on the secretariat's Wirld Wde Wb site at the foll ow ng

address on the Internet: <http://ww.unccd. ch>.
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1. Opening of the session

6. In accordance with rule 22 of the rules of procedure of the Conference of
the Parties (decision 1/COP.1), the Chairperson of the CST shall be el ected by
t he Conference of the Parties. This will occur at the opening neeting of the COP
on 30 November 1998. The second session of the CST will then be opened on 1
Decenber by the Chairperson of the CST.

2. Election of vice-chairpersons

7. I n accordance with paragraph 6 of the terns of reference of the CST, the
CST shall elect its own Vice-Chairpersons, one of whom shall act as Rapporteur
Paragraph 6 of the terms of reference provides: "The Chairperson and the Vice-
Chai rpersons shall be elected with due regard to the need to ensure equitable
geographical distribution and adequate representation of affected country
Parties, particularly those in Africa, and shall not serve for nore than two
consecutive terms."

3. Adoption of the agenda and programe of work

8. The CST will have before it the above provisional agenda for adoption. It
has been prepared taking into consideration comments of Parties during the first
session of the CST and submni ssions received subsequently, in accordance with the
decision 16/ COP.1. A tentative schedule of work is to be found in annex |1

New recommendat i ons
9. Provi si on has been nade in the CST schedule of the work for the drafting
of necessary reports followi ng discussion of the work of the CST during the
nor ni ng of Thursday 3 Decenber 1998. Any new reconmendati ons coul d al so be dealt
with at the plenary of the COP on 4 Decenmber 1998.

4. Benchmarks and indi cators

10. I n accordance with decision 22/COP.1, the ad hoc panel on benchmarks and
i ndi cators, established by the Conference of the Parties, nmet in Beijing from20
to 22 May 1998. Sone of the participants in the informal open-ended process and
menbers of the ad hoc panel are scheduled to nmeet in Geneva in early Septenber
1998. In accordance with that decision, the panel is to act as a steering
committee to the informal open-ended consultative process established by the
interim secretariat with decision 9/12 of the Intergovernnental Negotiating
Committee on Desertification (INCD) and continued pursuant to decision 10/9 of
t he | NCD. The task of the informal process is to review the nethodol ogy for
i mpact indicators contained in docunent | CCD/ COP(1)/3/Add.1, and to determ ne how
t he net hodol ogy coul d be carried out and whether it could be recommended for use
to the Conference of the Parties. The report of the ad hoc panel contained in
docunent | CCD/COP(2)/CST/3 and Add.1 will be before the Conference of the
Parties. The COP will be invited to consider that report, adopt any appropriate
reconmendation to the COP and consi der reappointing the panel

5. Survey and evaluation of existing networks

11. A note by the secretariat on the arrangenents it undertook with the United
Nat i ons Environment Programme (UNEP) for the initiation of the work mandated by
article 25 of the CCD and decision 23/COP.1 will be before the CST and contai ned
i n docunment | CCD/ COP(2)/CST/2. In addition, aninterimreport by UNEP, on behal f
of a consortium of institutions and organi zati ons designated to carry out the
first phase of work on the survey and eval uation of existing networks will be
before the CST for its review and any direction the CST wi shes to reconmend to
the COP to give to UNEP and consortiumnenbers: document | CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 2/ Add. 1
The CST will be invited to consider recomending giving direction to UNEP and
consortium nenbers, and also to begin its consideration of the nmethodol ogy to be
foll owed for phases 2 and 3 of this work.
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6. Report on work of other bodies perfornmng work sinmlar to that
envi saged for the Commttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy

12. The COP, by its decision 21/COP.1, requested the secretariat to report to
the second session with a consolidated report of information contained in
docunents A/ AC. 241/67 and | CCD/ COP(1)/CST/ 4. That report will be before the
Conference of the Parties as docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/CST/4 for its consideration
In accordance with the previous decision of the COP, the report is also being
made available in electronic version.

7. Traditional know edge

13. By deci si on 20/ COP. 1, the Conference of the Parties requested that the CST
allocate a full additional day, wth the participation of international,
regi onal, subregional, non-governnmental and comrunity-based organizations to
allow for a review of the report of the secretariat on traditional know edge,
di scussi on of the topic and concl usions and recommendati ons to be reached. The
CST will have before it a synthesis prepared by the secretariat based on
i nformati on submitted by Parties and observers respecting the use of traditiona
know edge and technol ogy, know edge, know-how and practices: document
| CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/5. The secretariat will also subnit a report it has prepared
based on a survey of such issues in selected countries of the African, Asian and
Latin Anerican and Cari bbean regions. This latter report, contained in docunent
| CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/5/Add. 1, will not purport to be global or conprehensive in
nature, but represents an attenpt to identify certain traditional know edge which
could be useable in countries or regions other than those from which the
know edge i s drawn.

8. Future work programe of the Committee

14. I n accordance with decision 16/ COP.1, the secretariat solicited topics for
i nclusion on the agenda for the second session of the Conference of the Parties.
Subm ssions were received fromfive Parties. One Party dealt wi th methodol ogy,
and suggested that the secretariat be asked to conpile a list of issues to be
consi dered at subsequent sessions of the CST to enhance the ability of Parties
to prepare for such sessions. Topics suggested by the Parties nmaki ng subm ssi ons
i ncluded: development of the nethodology for assessnent and nmapping of
desertification for better <coordination of all scientific and practica

activities; creation, active and effective functioning of regi ona

desertification training centres for capacity-building at the local level to
carry out certain practical measures in critical regions; expansion of
cooperation on research activities; exchange of information and know edge on
scientific results and practical neasures; rainwater harvesting schenes -
techni cal, econom c and social issues; afforestation and reforestation schenes
- technical and community incentives; drought preparedness nmeasures - nationa

and | ocal

15. Topics suggested also included: exam nation of the possibilities of
cooperation between the Franework Convention on Climte Change (capacity-
bui l di ng, collection and exchange of information); examnination of the interface
between | ocal and traditional know edge and nodern techniques in the struggle
agai nst desertification; partnership as a method of conbating desertification
(regional and/or international framework cooperation); transfer of technol ogy for
the protection of ecosystens degraded by desertification, retention and use of
water, with particular reference to: (i) technology for the collection,
retention and use of water, (ii) use of alternative sources of energy, (iii)
managenent of degraded ecosystens in hydrographic basins.

16. It was al so suggested that topics could include: water and wi nd erosion in
arid | ands (type of materials and techni ques used, cost, efficiency, possibility
of application in other regions); creation of a uniform geo-informtion system
on grasslands (G S); creation of nethods and criteria of ecol ogical assessnents
of the desertification processes; creation of a uniformsystem of early drought
warni ng i n sel ected regions; publication of a manual on technol ogies of fertility
renewal of degraded | and.



| CCD/ COP(2)/CST/ 1
Page 5

17. The CST may wi sh to group these topics in two categories, institutional and
substantive, in considering its future work progranme and devote time to both
clusters of issues to be selected in advance, to allow Parties to prepare for
sessi ons devoted to specific itens.

18. The CST may wi sh to consider what recommendation to give to the COP with
respect to the future work programme of the CST, and nay also wish to nake
recomendati ons to enhance the effectiveness of the CST in carrying out its
responsibilities outlined in its terns of reference during the inter-sessional
peri od.

9. Roster of independent experts

19. Under the provisions of article 24, paragraph 2 of the Convention, the COP
is to establish and maintain a roster of independent experts with expertise and
experience in the relevant fields. Consistent with decision 18/ COP.1, the

secretariat has maintained the roster, and its updated form is contained in
docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/10. The CST may wish to review the roster, and nake
recomendations to the COP respecting the conposition of the roster and
respecting any guidance the COP may wish to give to the secretariat as to the
appropriate format for it.

10. Creation, if necessary, of an ad hoc panel or panels

20. Under the provisions of article 24, paragraph 3 of the Convention, the COP
may, as necessary, appoint ad hoc panels to provide it, through the CST, wth
i nformati on and advice on specific issues regarding the state of the art in
relevant fields of science and technol ogy. The CST may wi sh to consider
recomending to the COP the establishnent of any ad hoc panels which nay be
required, including the reappointnent of the panel on benchmarks and indicators
the COP established at its first session.

11. O her matters

21. The CST may wi sh to consider recomending to the COP whet her and how any
other inter-sessional work in the domain of science and technol ogy should be
undert aken.

12. Report of the session

22. A draft report on the session will be prepared for adoption at the final
session. The CSTis invited to conplete the final report after the session, with
the assistance of the secretariat and under the guidance of the Chairperson.
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Annex |

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS PREPARED FOR THE FI RST AND SECOND
SESSI ONS OF THE COVMM TTEE ON SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Second sessi on

| CCDI COP(2) / CST/ 1
| CCD/ COP( 2) / CST/ 2

| CCD/ COP( 2) / CST/ 2/ Add.

| CCD/ COP(2) CST/ 3

| CCD/ COP( 2) / CST/ 3/ Add.

| CCDI COP( 2) / CST/ 4
| CCDI COP(2) / CST/ 5

| CCD/ COP( 2) / CST/ 5/ Add.

First session

| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 1
| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 2

| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 2/ Add.

| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 3

| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 3/ Add.

| CCD/ COP( 1) / CST/ 4
| CCD/ COP( 1)/ CST/ 5

Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work
Survey and eval uation of exi sting net wor ks
institutions, agencies and bodies
Suppl enmentary report on survey and
exi sting networks

Benchmar ks and i ndi cators

eval uati on of

Suppl enmentary report on work on benchmarks and
i ndi cators: report of ad hoc pane
Report on the work of other bodies perform ng work

simlar to that envisaged for the CST
Tradi tional know edge
Suppl ement ary report

on traditional know edge

Adopti on of agenda and organi zati on of work of the CST
Survey and eval uation of existing networks

Suppl enmentary report on survey and evaluation of
exi sting networks

Report on work on benchmarks and indicators

Suppl ementary report on work on benchmarks and
i ndi cators

Report on work of other bodies performng work simlar
to that envisaged for the CST

Reports on nodalities and timng of future work on
i nventories of research and traditional know edge;
establi shnment of research priorities
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TENTATI VE SCHEDULE OF WORK FOR THE SECOND SESSI ON
OF THE COW TTEE ON SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Tuesday 1 Decenber

1998

9.30 aam - 12.30 p.m

3 pm - 6 p.m

Organi zati on of work - Benchmar ks and i ndi cators
C | (1 CCDI COP(2)/CST/ 1) (1 CCDI COP(2)/CST/ 3 and
- Revi ew of outstandi ng Add. 1)
itens - Bodi es doi ng work of
- Est abl i shnment of roster of rel evance to CST
T experts (1 CCD/ COP(2)/11) (1 CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 4)
- Survey and eval uation
(1 CCD/ COP(2)/CST/ 2 and
Add. 1)
Wednesday 2 Decenber 1998
9.30 aam - 12.30 p.m 3 pm - 6 p.m
C |- Tradi tional know edge - Tradi tional know edge
(1 CCD/ COP(2)/CST/5 and (1 CCDI COP(2)/CST/5 and
Add. 1) Add. 1)
T
Thur sday 3 Decenber 1998
9.30 aam - 12.30 p.m 3 pm - 6 p.m
C |- Programme of work for CST | - Adoption of
- Drafting of reconmendati ons to COP
reconmendati ons to COP
T

Friday 4 Decenber

1998

9.30 aam - 12.30 p.m

3 pm - 6 p.m

<XT>ZmMr o

Report of CST




