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| . DECI SI ONS TAKEN BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
Deci sion 1/ COP. 3

Agreenent _concerni ng the headquarters of the Convention secretariat

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 5/COP.1¥, by which it accepted the offer of the
Governnent of the Federal Republic of Germany to host the secretariat of the
Conventi on,

Recal | ing al so that the Headquarters Agreenent was signed on 18 August 1998
by the United Nations, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and the
Convention secretariat and that an exchange of notes formng part of the agreenent
took place on the sane day,

1. Notes with satisfaction that the Headquarters Agreement entered into
force on 8 July 1999%;

2. Renews its appreciation to the Governnment of the Federal Republic of
Germany for its commitnent to facilitating the establishnent of the Convention
secretariat in Bonn.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ For decisions of the Conference of the Parties at its first session, see
docunent | CCD/ COP(1)/11/ Add. 1.

2/ 1 CCDI COP(3)/ 8.
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Deci si on 2/ COP. 3

Mediumterm strategy of the secretariat

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 7/COP.2Y on the nmediumterm strategy of the
secretari at,

Noting with appreciation the work done by the secretariat in preparing a new
docunment on the nediumterm strategy based on coments, suggestions and proposal s
made during the second session of the Conference of the Parties, as well as on
written subm ssions by the Parties?,

Noting also that the nediumterm strategy may be used to guide Parties in
their requests to the secretariat,

Enmphasi zing the fact that facilitating the effective inplenentation of the
Convention requires a strong and capabl e secretari at,

Taking into account the mandate of the secretariat, in conformty with the
provi sions of the Convention and relevant decisions of the Conference of the
Parties,

Havi ng consi dered the docunent on the nediumterm strategy of the secretariat,

1. Takes note of the nediumterm strategy of the secretariat as contai ned
in docunent | CCD/ COP(3)/6 and annexed for information to the present decision

2. Requests the secretariat to establish priorities in its programre of
activities;

3. Al so requests the secretariat to facilitate the effective assessnent
of progress towards attaining the objectives of the Convention by conpiling,
summari zing and synthesizing all reports on inplenentation submtted to the
secretari at;

4, Further requests the Executive Secretary to undertake an overall review
of the secretariat activities and submt a report thereon to the Conference of the
Parties at its sixth session for consideration.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ For decisions of the Conference of the Parties at its second session, see
docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/ 14/ Add. 1.

2/ 1 CCDI COP(3)/ 6*.
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. CONTEXT

1. The worl dwi de effort to conbat desertification, to reverse the processes of
desertification and to mtigate the effects of drought in arid, sem-arid and dry
sub-hum d areas, have substantial inplications because of the geographical scope
of these processes, the nunber of countries affected and the popul ati on groups who
are the victins. They therefore stand at the heart of the strategies pursued by
the international community in order to eradicate poverty, create propitious
conditions for sustainable devel opment and save the biosphere fromthe threats it
faces. The United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification, which has now been
ratified by nost countries menmbers of the United Nations and observer countries,
bears witness to the wuniversal resolve to translate into new strategies,
institutional arrangenments and appropriate machinery for concerted action and
cooperation, the determ nation of the signatories and country Parties to respond
to this chall enge.

2. The Convention joins other international |egal instrunents which strive to
remedy the hurts sustained by the planet. But it is also an innovative instrument
inthat it has itself the role of relocating a clearly circunscribed problemin the
context of sustainable devel opnent, particularly in affected devel oping countri es.
The Convention encourages further collaboration of activities carried out under its
auspi ces and those of other international agreenents, and notes the trend in the
comm tnments of the international community not only to give new inmpetus to
internationally coordinated efforts for inproving the quality of life of people
leaving in arid, sem-arid and dry sub-hum d areas but also to deal with the issue
of sustai nabl e devel opnent in an integrated manner

3. The Convention shoul d not be seen as initiating a separate programe to conbat
desertification and mtigate the effects of drought: the purpose here is to offer
to decision makers and all relevant actors, an appropriate tool which could
contribute to putting affected developing countries on the road for an overal
devel opnent planning strategy. In that sense, the Convention is as nuch a
devel opnent as an environnental undertaking.

4, The purpose of a strategic franmework for the secretariat should be seen as
an effort to mainstreamits activities and provide Parties and all interested actors
with information on the main areas of intervention in the context of the UNCCD

5. Now that the inplenentation of the Convention is beginning, it would seem
necessary to pronote under the guidance of the Parties and in accordance with the
UNCCD provi sions, a policy framework which could serve as an informati on source on
the activities of the secretariat.

6. The Convention assigns specific roles and obligations to all relevant actors
and the secretariat constitutes one prom nent elenent of that framework. The
strategy to be put in place will serve essentially to help affected devel oping
country Parties to inplenment the Convention, bearing in m nd that the secretari at
has neither the mandate nor the operational capability to neet every request. It
is however the secretariat’s role to pronote the inplenmentation of the Convention
by providing various Parties with information that will enable themto coordinate
their efforts towards successful activities under the UNCCD.
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1. STRATEQ C FOCUS FOR THE SECRETARI AT (2000-2001)
A. Mssion statenent
7. The Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought entered into force on

26 Decenmber 1996. Through it, the signatory and country Parties endorsed for the
first time a concept of international |aw which extends well beyond the specialized
topics that are generally the subject of such conventions. The international
conmuni ty, which recogni zes the gl obal dinmension of the problem of desertification
and the effects of drought as well as its social, economic and political
i nplications, has enacted |egal provisions which refer expressly to worldw de
obligations relating to devel opnent and integrated action in the field of natura
resources. The topic of desertification is thus no | onger a specific environnmenta
problem but forms a framework which can help countries to act in a nore structured
and nore consistent way in the various fields which influence the solution of the
probl ems addressed by the Convention

8. In this respect, the Convention makes a substantial addition to all the
measures, programres and resolutions which, since the first United Nations
Conference on Desertification in Nairobi in 1977, have sought, w th uneven or
i nadequate results, to respond to the chall enges posed by this very grave threat.
The Convention contains many provisions which refer to integrated approaches

met hodol ogi es, and specific and gl obal neasures which will nake it possible to
tackl e desertification effectively and enhance efforts to nmtigate the effects of
drought. However, the Convention has yet to find a true identity, in the sense of
the way in which it will be perceived by the actors concerned as an effective
instrument for conmbating desertification and the effects of drought. It can hope
to reach this goal only gradually, essentially by nmeans of practical action conbined
with a substantial capacity for adaptation, and provided that major cooperating
partners are fully involved and supportive of the efforts of the affected devel opi ng
country Parties.

9. I ndeed, the secretariat constitutes a key elenent of the machinery put in
pl ace by the Convention. G ven the fact that desertification is only one of the
mej or problens country Parties have to face, it seens inportant to have a
secretariat which could perform in the Iight of UNCCD provisions and deci sions of
the Conference of the Parties (COP), key functions such as servicing the Parties,
and facilitating upon request the efforts of the affected devel oping country Parties
in specific activities under the Convention. Further, the secretariat should
continue its efforts to pronote the conparative advantage of the Convention and to
facilitate consultative processes |leading to closer partnerships. This effort to
link up with all actors, including the United Nations specialized agencies,
devel oped countries and international organizations, would be a consolidation of
previ ous roles played by this secretariat over the years.

10. It is inportant to underline that the functions nentioned can only be
di scharged by taking into consideration not only the actual resources available to
the secretariat in responding to demand for services. Account should al so be taken
of the perception of the needs of the affected devel oping country Parties.

11. Taki ng into consideration the above, the secretariat would |like to continue
working in a manner that hel ps restore an agro-ecol ogical balance in the arid, sem -
arid and dry sub-hum d areas, to take the necessary steps towards strengthening the
capabilities for inplenentation of the Convention at various |evels, and to support
consultation on the participation process as well as the establishment of
partnership arrangenents.
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B. Conponents of the strategy

12. An inmportant elenent of the secretariat’s role would be to continue providing
support to initiatives that may be taken by the Parties to ensure the effective
i mpl ementation of the Convention. O inportance here are the primary positions of
the specialized United Nati ons agencies and other international partners, which have
conpl ementary roles to play in UNCCD i nmpl ement ati on

13. The main el enents of the secretariat’s strategy in the com ng years woul d be
to facilitate the achi evenent of the objectives of the Convention, notably by:

. Maki ng effective arrangenents for and providing high-quality services
and docunentation to sessions of the COP and its subsidiary bodies;
. Ensuring the linkages with other sister conventions and deriving

maxi mum benefit from the coordination of its activities wth
secretariats of other relevant international bodies;

. St rengt heni ng public awareness;
. Contributing to building appropriate nethodol ogies for participatory
appr oaches;
. Ensuring the promotion of cooperation with public and private entities;
. Contributing to strengthening efforts to eradicate poverty in arid
sem -arid and dry sub-hum d areas through a UNCCD approach
. Continuing the pronotion of the role of wonen and ot her major groups,
i ncludi ng the non-governmental organizations conmunity;
. Continuing the assistance to affected devel oping country Parties on
request and in accordance with the UNCCD and decisions taken by the
COP.
14. This is a huge task, and the secretariat can only discharge it by working
progressively towards a well identified mediumterm objective supported by the
Conference of the Parties. It is expected therefore that efforts will be made to

ensure that the role of “advocacy” and “synergy” of the secretariat can effectively
be increased.

I11. MAIN AREAS | N THE PROPOSED SECRETARI AT
PROGRAMVE OF ACTI VI TI ES

15. Since the adoption and entry into force of the Convention, the secretariat
has been involved in various activities under the guidance of the country Parties.
Reports on these activities have always been presented to the Parties during
negoti ati on sessions and the first two sessions of the Conference of the Parties.
The areas of action under the proposed programre are essentially a continuation of
the secretariat’s efforts to fulfil its functions in the context of the UNCCD. The
said areas are as foll ows:

(a) Provi di ng core secretariat services;

(b) Facilitating UNCCD inplenmentation processes, including supporting
partici patory devel opnent;

(c) Cooperating with the secretariats of other sustainable devel opnment
conventi ons;

(d) Pronoti ng awareness creation and facilitating di ssem nati on and exchange
of information.
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A. Providing core secretariat services

16. In keeping with the provisions of the Convention, the action undertaken under
this heading will essentially be ainmed at providing the Conference of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies with the services functionally devolving upon the
secretariat. Such services include institutional, |egal and | ogistic support for
the snooth operation of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies.
They also include liaison and external relations functions, as well as
adm ni strative and budgetary functions. As requested by the Conference of the
Parties, the secretariat will also continue to provide services to the Conmttee
on Science and Technology (CST). Action will take the form of organizing periodic
and ad hoc meetings of the CST; carrying out the studies requested by the CST; and
facilitating the work of the CST between sessions.

B. Facilitating UNCCD inplenentation processes, including
supporting participatory devel opnent

17. In the light of the Convention and the regional inplenmentation annexes, the
action undertaken in this field will be aimed at urging the Parties to the
Convention to draw up action programes at various levels. The secretariat wll
continue to facilitate the consultative processes, which will lead to the concl usi on
of partnership agreenents and mobilize the commtnments of mgjor international
cooperation partners. The role of the secretariat will also be to take stock of
action taken and eval uate progress made in the inplenentation of the Convention.
For this purpose, the secretariat will work closely with the existing specialized
agencies that are in a position to take part in the UNCCD process. |In that sense,
it is expected that nore institutional arrangenments will be concluded with other
i nternational agencies and organi zations. The whol e purpose here is to put at the
service of affected devel oping country Parties the support that could facilitate
their efforts to inplement the Convention

C. Cooperation with the secretariats of other sustainable
devel opnent conventi ons

18. As stipulated in the relevant provisions of the Convention and deci sions of
the COP, the secretariat will continue the collaboration initiated with other
convention secretariats and i nternati onal organizations such as the United Nations
Devel opment Progranme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Environnment Programe (UNEP) and
the @ obal Environment Facility (GEF). Arrangements have already been nade with
the secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Ramsar
Conventi on. Simlar arrangenments are being finalized with the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), UNESCO, UNEP and the GEF. The
rationale to pronote cooperation with these bodies includes the fact that they

present a convergence of objectives for achieving sustainable devel opnent. 1In the
context of the UNCCD, this cooperation would contribute to a nore effective
i npl enentation of the action progranmes at various levels. Efforts will be made

to develop in particular the foll ow ng: capacity-buil ding, exchange of information,
net wor ki ng, research and devel opnent, and the transfer, adaptation and devel opment
of technol ogy.



| CCD/ COP(3)/20/ Add. 1
Page 10

D. Pronpting awareness creation and facilitating
di ssem nation and exchange of infornation

19. The secretariat proposes to continue creating awareness anong actors and worl d
public opinion regarding the chall enges posed by the need to conbat desertification
and mitigate the effects of drought. In a nedia environnment dom nated by the
gl obalization of the world econony, the problens relating to the long-termrisks
of environnental degradation remain widely ignored by public opinion. The objective
is essentially to prompt collective awareness of the worldw de risks arising from
desertification and the effects of drought. This action will be targeted on the
main actors involved and the public at |arge. The limted financial resources
allocated to efforts to conbat desertification and the effects of drought constitute
one of the nobst significant pointers to the marginalization of the “environnenta

emer gency”.

20. Pursuant to the Convention and under the guidance of the Conference of the
Parties, the secretariat has the role of an onmbudsman for the tinely and efficient
i mpl ementation of the Convention. It is the task of the secretariat to continue

publicizing the text of the Convention and to draw the attention of the genera
public to the chall enges presented by the UNCCD

21. The secretariat would like to put the accent on dissem nating information on
the action taken so far. Hence the secretariat should address in particular the
deci sion makers in the governnmental apparatus as well as civil society and public
opinion in general. Effort should be increased to introduce the subject of the
Convention into the fields of politics, |aw, education, research, science and
ethics. The Conference of the Parties woul d ensure that the secretariat is provided
with adequate nmeans to fully carry out these tasks and thereby promote the effective
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

V. OUTLINE OF THE PROGRAMVE COF ACTI VI TI ES
FOR THE SECRETARI AT

22. Inline with the provisions of the Convention and decisions of the COP, the
secretariat can only stinulate nost of the proposed activities. Most of these
activities are to be carried out by the Parties thensel ves.

A. Institutional, legal and loqgistic support provided to the Conference
of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies

23. The provision of institutional and | ogistic support for the organization of
the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies, is a fundanental task of
the secretariat. These activities involve the preparation of reports before and
after the sessions as well as the activation of a permanent system for nonitoring
and eval uating the application of the Convention. This would also include support
to the CST by creating contacts with research institutions and facilitating |inkages
between the CST and the international scientific community. The secretariat wll
al so continue to provide | egal services for issues raised by the inplenentation of
t he Conventi on.



| CCD/ COP(3)/20/ Add. 1
Page 11

B. Liaison and external relations

24, The secretariat is the appropriate body to facilitate the initiatives required
for the launching of the processes of integration of effort to conbat
desertification as a specific dinmension of alnost all devel opnent progranmes in
arid, sem-arid and dry sub-hum d areas. Based on the previous work undertaken in
this area, the secretariat will continue to discharge its functions in close contact
with existing institutions that are involved in the UNCCD rel ated activities. The
external relations functions will also conprise the information, conmunication and
consul tation services described in other sections of the proposed progranmes of
wor k.

C. Evaluation of progress nmade in the inplenentation
of the Convention

25. Eval uation of progress made in the inplenentation of the Convention is also
one of the secretariat’s basic functions. The secretariat’s task here would be to
coll ect and analyse data reflecting progress made in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on. The objective would be to serve the needs of various actors for
reliable information on the trend of desertification. In so doing, the secretariat
will facilitate and support the effective assessnment of progress towards attaining
the objectives of the Convention. It has to be noted however, that this activity
requires the full support of the Conference of the Parties and the invol venent of
various specialized agencies and institutions.

D. Facilitating UNCCD inplenentation processes, including
supporting participatory devel opnent

(a) Contributions to pronoting consistency between national action
programes and t he approaches recomrended in the Convention

26. In partnership with other institutions, the secretariat would have the task
of pronoting consistency between the national action programes to be drawn up by
the Parties. The role of the secretariat here is mainly to assist, on request, the
organi zati on of sem nars and wor kshops; stinulate efforts to tackle issues arising
internms of the legislative and regul atory franmeworks; pronote participatory pil ot
projects for | ocal devel opnent; and assist national coordinating bodies to fulfi
their obligations under the Convention. This support could take the form of
assistance in preparing national reports, capacity-building, and formulating
specific projects related to the national action programe processes.

(b) Fostering consultative neetings and foruns

27. The secretariat will continue to stress the need for support towards a ful

i mpl ementation of the Convention, especially in affected devel opi ng country Parties.
It is the secretariat’s task to recall that the Convention provides a unique
opportunity to establish partnership agreenents and coherence by bringing together
all major players to support anti-desertification activities. It is crucia
therefore that the secretariat explore further with the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (I1FAD) and the @ obal Mechanism ways and neans to
facilitate the inplenentation of the Convention in the framework of specific
arrangenments. The secretariat will also develop and strengthen its cooperation with
ot her partners including the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations
(FAO, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank, the Wrld Meteorol ogi cal Organization
(WMD), regional devel opnent banks and other financing institutions.
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(c) Specific contributions to help in the preparation of subregi onal and
regi onal action programres

28. The secretariat will continue to facilitate activities upon request to assi st
the subregional and regi onal organizations, in the context of the UNCCD. Thi s
support could take the formof facilitating the organization of neetings, sem nars
and wor kshops; facilitating the nobilization of expertise likely to assist in the
identification of priorities; fornulating specific projects; and nonitoring and
eval uating action programmes.

(d) Support for interregional initiatives

29. The secretariat will continue to support interregional initiatives as it has
begun to do, by organizing the consultative nmeetings, which aim at pronoting
cooperation anong regions. At this stage, inportant steps have been taken by the
country Parties concerned towards cl oser cooperation between Asia and Africa; Africa
and Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean; and Central Asia, the Caucasus and Eastern
Eur ope

(e) Supporting participatory devel opnent

30. The strengthening of cooperation wth non-governmental organizations
constitutes one of the activities of the secretariat. However, if this cooperation
is to be devel oped, the approach to nobilize non-governnental organizations would
be to pass on the nessage relating to the existing networks of institutions involved
in environmental issues.

E. Facilitating dissenination and exchange of information

(a) Creation of awareness anong actors and public opinion

31. Creation of awareness anong actors and public opinion in general is a
fundanent al di mensi on of the UNCCD process. The public at |arge should be infornmed
of the risks posed by desertification and the effects of drought. It should also

be persuaded that it has a role to play by contributing to currents of opinion and
taking initiatives in support. The creation of this awareness involves a public
i nformation policy which is consistent and nultifaceted. Such a policy could be
based on the production of information material ainmed at the general public, the
di ssem nati on of educational material for use by teachers, press canpaigns and a
per manent interaction with the nedia.

(b) Production of information materia

32. The secretariat will continue the efforts already undertaken to produce
information material. It will include in particular a quarterly newsletter, press
rel eases, publications on evaluations and studies, programes for radio and
television, information tools for the public (kits for spreading information about
the Convention, posters, etc.).

(c) Est abl i shnent of a reference unit

33. This unit will include an internal library with the possibility of consulting
docunentary references over the Internet. It will also include a conputerized
system for access to the main data banks dealing with the issues covered by the
Conventi on. It should be noted that the secretariat has become a recipient of
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information and that it is therefore acquiring a reference collection of genera
i nterest.

(d) Est abl i shnment of an informati on and conmuni cati on system

34. The secretariat has devel oped an i nformati on and comruni cati on system based
on Internet technologies. Electronic networks have been devel oped, particularly
in Latin Anerica and the Caribbean. It mght be expanded by devising specific

programes to hel p national focal points and other participants involved to acquire
appropriate equi pnment and training in its use. The information “products” offered
to the Parties mght include specific data banks dealing with the activities of the
secretariat, the Conference of the Parties and the subsidiary bodies, interactive
information systenms on regional activities to inplenment the Convention (electronic
regional foruns, country information networks, etc.), and networking of the
institutions and agenci es expected to cooperate under the Convention s regiona
action programes to combat desertification

V.  CONCLUSI ON

35. The inpl enentati on of the proposed programme for the bi enni um 2000- 2001 shoul d
be seen as a consolidation of the previous activities in which the secretariat has
been invol ved since the adoption of the Convention: they have ainmed at pronoting
the Convention and facilitating the fornulation and inplenmentation of the action
progranmes under the guidance of the COP. The activities undertaken by the
secretariat have always been initiated at the request of the country Parties and
within the imts of the functions of the secretariat.

36. The programre before you ainms at providing a conprehensive picture of the
secretariat’s role during the years to come and specific activities to be envi saged
in the context of the inplenentation of the Convention, especially in affected
devel opi ng country Parties.

37. It is to be noted that the activities envisaged can only succeed if the
secretariat continues to mobilize collaboration and appropriate support of the
United Nations specialized agencies, relevant international organizations and the
non-governnmental comunity. Efforts made by the secretariat to support the UNCCD
processes coul d be evaluated periodically by the Parties.

38. The Conference of the Parties may wi sh to consider the proposed programe for
the next two years and provi de gui dance to the secretariat in the areas of activity
outlined in this document.
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Deci si on 3/ COP. 3

Programme _and budget for the biennium 2000-2001

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recalling its decision 6/COP. 1,

Recal ling al so paragraphs 3, 9 and 10 of the financial rules of the Conference
of the Parties?,

Havi ng consi dered the proposed programe budget for the biennium 2000-2001
submtted by the Executive Secretary?, the report on the financial performance of
t he Convention budget for 1999¥, and the report on the status of the trust funds
in 1999¢,

Noting with appreciation the annual contribution of the host CGovernnent of
DM 1 mllion, which offsets contributions fromother Parties to the Convention

A. The core budget

1. Approves the core budget for the biennium 2000-2001, anounting to
US$ 13, 660,400, for the purposes specified in table 1 bel ow

2. Adopts the indicative scale of contributions for 2000 and 2001 cont ai ned
in the annex to this decision, adjusted so as to ensure that no Party contributes
| ess than 0.001 per cent of the total, that no one contribution exceeds 25 per cent
of the total and that no contribution froma | east devel oped country exceeds 0.01
per cent of the total

3. Approves the staffing table for the core budget, as contained in table
2 bel ow,
4, Approves a contingency budget for conference servicing, anobunting to

US$ 5, 368,900, to be added to the programme budget for the com ng bienniumin the
event that the General Assenbly of the United Nations decides not to provide
resources for these activities in the United Nations regul ar budget for the biennium
2000- 2001 (see tables 3 and 4 bel ow);

5. Confirns its authorization to the Executive Secretary to nake transfers
bet ween each of the main appropriation lines 1 to 6 set out in table 1 below, up
to an aggregate limt of 15 per cent of the total estinmated expenditure for those
appropriation lines, provided that a further limtation of up to m nus 25 per cent
of each such appropriation line shall apply;

1/ Decision 2/ COP. 1.
2/ 1 CCD/ COP(3)/2 and Add. 1.
3/ 1CCDCOP(3)/4 and Add.1 and 2

4/ 1CCD/ COP(3)/3 and Add. 1.
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6. Decidesto maintain the | evel of the working capital reserve at 8.3 per
cent of the estimated expenditure, including overhead charges, of the core budget;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue negotiations with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on the issue of an allotnment of overheads
for the financing of additional posts or activities in the adnministrative area of
the secretariat, and to report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its
fourth session;

8. Invitesall Parties to the Convention to note that contributions to the
core budget are expected on or before 1 January of each year in accordance with
paragraph 14 of the financial rules of the Convention, and to pay pronptly and in
full, for each of the years 2000 and 2001, the contributions required to finance
the expenditures approved under paragraph 1 above, as offset by the estimted
contribution noted under the fourth paragraph of the preanble to this decision, and
the contributions which may result from the decision referred to in paragraph 4
above;

9. Call's upon Parties that have not yet done so to pay as soon as possible
and in full the contributions required for the core budget of the Convention for
1999;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its fourth session on the need for, feasibility of, and nodalities for
regi onal coordination units and the costs involved with a view to enabling the
Conference of the Parties to take a decision

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its fourth session on the financial performance of the Convention budget
and to submt proposals on how the budgeting and reporting process could be
i mproved, taking into account the devel opments and practices in the United Nations
Framewor k Convention on Cinmate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity and
any ot her relevant intergovernnmental organizations, and to propose any adjustnents
whi ch m ght be needed for the biennium 2000-2001

B. The Supplenentary Fund and the Special Fund

12. Reiterates its appreciation to the Governnent of Germany for its
generous contribution of DM 1 mllion to the secretariat for Convention events
organi zed by the secretariat;

13. Notesthe estimated additional cost that will be incurred in the event
that the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties is held in Bonn (see table
5 below), and invites the Executive Secretary to seek additional contributions to
cover that cost and/or draw on any savings or surplus fromthe 1999 budget;

14. Takes note of the funding estimates for the Suppl enentary Fund specified
by the Executive Secretary in docunent | CCD/COP(3)/2/Add.1 (US$ 17,471,000 for the
bi enni um 2000- 2001; see table 6 below) and invites Parties, as well as Governnents
of States not Parties, intergovernnmental organizations, and non-governnenta
or gani zati ons, to make contributions to this Fund, established under paragraph 9
of the financial rules, in order to:
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(a) Support the participation of representatives of non-governmenta
organi zations from affected developing country Parties, particularly the |east
devel oped anong them in sessions of the Conference of the Parties;

(b) Facilitate assistance to devel oping country Parties in accordance with
article 23, paragraph 2(c), and article 26, paragraph 7, of the Convention, as well
as the relevant articles of the regional inplenmentation annexes;

(c) Advance ot her appropriate purposes consistent with the objectives of
t he Conventi on;

15. Further takes note of the funding estimates for the Special Fund
speci fied by the Executive Secretary in that sane docunent (US$ 3,164,000 for the
bi enni um 2000- 2001; see table 7 below), and invites Parties, as well as Governnents
of States not Parties, intergovernnmental organizations, and non-governnenta
organi zations, to make contributions to this Fund, established under paragraph 10
of the financial rules, in order to support the participation of devel oping, and
in particular |east devel oped country Parties affected by desertification and/or
drought, particularly those in Africa, in the sessions of the Conference of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies;

16. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its fourth session on the status of the trust funds established under
the financial rules and seek the views of Parties on how the financial reporting
to the Conference of the Parties could be inproved and report on this issue to the
Conference of the Parties at its fourth session
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Tabl e 1. Programme budget for the bienni um 2000-2001
(Thousands of United States dollars)

Progr amme 2000 2001 Tot a

(2000- 2001)

1. Pol i cy- maki ng organs 55.0 55.0 110.0

2. Executive direction and 752. 4 736.4 1 488.8
managemnent

3. Substantive support to the 555.1 530. 8 1 085.9

Conf erence of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies

4. Facilitation of 1 653.3 1 645.6 3 298.9
i mpl enent ati on and
coordi nati on

5. External relations and 485. 1 481. 1 966. 2
public information
6. Administration and finance 1 183.6 1 185.6 2 369.2
7. d obal Mechani sm 1 300.0 1 350.0 2 650.0
5 984.5 5 984.5 11 969.0
Over head 778.0 778.0 1 556.0
Wor ki ng capital reserve* 135. 4 0 135. 4
Tot al 6 897.9 6 762.5 13 660. 4
Less: voluntary contribution 568. 2 568. 2 1 136.4
fromthe Host Gover nment
Net required as indicative 6 329.7 6 194.3 12 524.0
contri butions
* In accordance with paragraph 8 of the financial rules for the Convention, the

amount indicated is the difference between the current anmount of the working capital
reserve in 1999 (US$ 425,900) and the anmount of US$ 561,300 required for the
bi enni um 2000- 2001
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l. Pr of essi ona

Table 2. Staffing table for

category and above

ASG

v

D
N Wh O

T UV TUVTTDT

Subt ot

Gener a

a

Servi ce category

Tot al

Table 3. Estimate for contingenc
(in the event that the Genera

bi enni um 2000- 2001

2000 2001
1 1

2 2

6 6

8 10

7 7

3 4
27 30
12 13
39 43

y for conference services

Assenbly deci des not to

i nclude the sessions of the Conference of the Parties

inits regular

budget)

(Thousands of United States dollars)

Item of expenditure 2000 2001 Tot a
United Nations neeting 2 281.0 2 281.0 4 562.0
services
Over head charge 296.5 296.5 593.0
Wor ki ng capital reserve 213.9 0 213.9
TOTAL 2 791.4 2 577.5 5 368.9

Table 4. Staff requirenent for the conference services contingency

2000 2001

A. Professional category and above
P. 4 1 1
Total Professional category and above 1 1
B. Total General Service category 2 2
Total (A+B) 3 3
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Table 5. Increnental costs of holding the fourth session
of the Conference of the Parties in Bonn

(Thousands of United States dollars)
Item of expenditure 2000
I ncrenmental costs 942.2
Cont i ngenci es 29.0
Subt ot al 971.2
Over head charge 126. 3
Wor ki ng capital reserve 91.1
TOTAL 1 188.6

Tabl e 6. Suppl enmentary Fund estimated resource requirenent

(Thousands of United States dollars)
Item of expenditure 2000 2001 TOTAL
Esti mat ed resource requirenent 7 950.2 7 510.9 15 461.1
Over head* 1 033.5 976. 4 2 009.9
Tot al 8 983.7 8 487.3 17 471.0

Tabl e 7. Special Fund estinmated resource requirenent

(Thousands of United States dollars)
Item of expenditure 2000 2001 TOTAL
Travel of representatives and 1 400.0 1 400.0 2 800.0
partici pants to neetings
Over head* 182.0 182.0 364.0
Tot al 1 582.0 1 582.0 3 164.0

* Standard 13 per cent applied by the United Nations for adm nistrative support.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Annex

| NDI CATI VE SCALE OF CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE CORE BUDGET OF UNCCD (2000-2001)

I ndi cative Estimated 2000 Estimated 2001
Parties to the UNCCD 1/ scal e contributions contributions
(% (US$)
1 Afghani stan * 0. 004 250 250
2 Algeria 0.121 7 660 7 500
3 Angol a * 0. 010 630 620
4 Antigua and Barbuda 0. 003 190 190
5 Argentina 1.548 97 980 95 890
6 Arnenia 0. 008 510 500
7 Austria 1.322 83 680 81 890
8 Azerbaijan 0. 016 1 010 990
9 Bahrain 0. 024 1 520 1 490
10 Bangl adesh * 0. 010 630 620
11 Bar bados 0.012 760 740
12 Bel gi um 1. 549 98 050 95 950
13 Beli ze 0. 001 60 60
14 Benin * 0. 003 190 190
15 Bolivia 0. 009 570 560
16 Bot swana 0.014 890 870
17 Brazil 2.064 130 650 127 850
18 Bur ki na Faso * 0. 003 190 190
19 Burundi * 0. 001 60 60
20 Canbodi a * 0. 001 60 60
21 Canmer oon 0.018 1 140 1 110
22 Canada 3.834 242 680 237 490
23 Cape Verde * 0. 003 190 190
24 Central African Republic * 0. 001 60 60
25 Chad * 0. 001 60 60
26 Chile 0.191 12 090 11 830
27 China 1. 396 88 360 86 470
28 Col onbi a 0. 153 9 680 9 480
29 Conoros * 0. 001 60 60
30 Congo * 0. 004 250 250
31 Cook Islands 0. 001 60 60
32 Costa Rica 0. 022 1 390 1 360
33 Cote d'lvoire 0. 013 820 810
34 Cuba 0. 034 2 150 2 110
35 Denocratic Republic of the 0. 010 630 620
Congo *

36 Dennar k 0.971 61 460 60 150
37 Djibouti * 0. 001 60 60
38 Dom ni ca 0. 001 60 60
39 Domi ni can Republic 0.021 1 330 1 300
40 Ecuador 0. 028 1770 1 730
41 Egypt 0. 091 5 760 5 640
42 El Sal vador 0. 017 1 080 1 050
43 Equatorial Guinea * 0. 001 60 60
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Parties to the UNCCD 1/ I ndi cative Estimated 2000 Estimated 2001
scal e contributions contributions
(% (US$)
44 Eritrea * 0.001 60 60
45 Ethiopia * 0. 008 510 500
46 Eur opean Conmunity 2.500 158 240 154 860
47 Fiji 0. 005 320 310
48 Fi nl and 0.762 48 230 47 200
49 France 9. 185 581 380 568 950
50 Gabon 0.021 1 330 1 300
51 Ganbia * 0. 001 60 60
52 Georgia 0. 009 570 560
53 Ger many 13. 832 875 520 856 800
54 Chana 0. 009 570 560
55 Greece 0. 493 31 210 30 540
56 Grenada 0. 001 60 60
57 Guatenal a 0. 025 1 580 1 550
58 Gui nea * 0. 004 250 250
59 Gui nea-Bi ssau * 0. 001 60 60
60 Guyana 0. 001 60 60
61 Haiti * 0. 003 190 190
62 Hondur as 0. 004 250 250
63 Hungary 0. 169 10 700 10 470
64 | cel and 0. 045 2 850 2 790
65 I ndia 0. 420 26 580 26 020
66 | ndonesi a 0. 263 16 650 16 290
67 lran (Islamc Republic of) 0. 226 14 310 14 000
68 Irel and 0. 315 19 940 19 510
69 | srael 0. 491 31 080 30 410
70 Italy 7.629 482 890 472 560
71 Janmai ca 0. 008 510 500
72 Japan 25. 000 1 582 540 1 548 500
73 Jordan 0. 008 510 500
74 Kazakhst an 0. 067 4 240 4 150
75 Kenya 0. 009 570 560
76 Kiribati 0. 001 60 60
77 Kuwai t 0.179 11 330 11 090
78 Kyrgyzstan 0. 008 510 500
79 Lao People's Denocratic 0. 001 60 60
Republic *
80 Lebanon 0. 022 1 390 1 360
81 Lesotho * 0. 003 190 190
82 Liberia * 0. 003 190 190
83 Li byan Arab Jammhiriya 0.174 11 010 10 780
84 Luxenbourg 0. 095 6 010 5 880
85 Madagascar * 0. 004 250 250
86 Mal awi * 0. 003 190 190
87 Mal aysi a 0. 257 16 270 15 920
88 Mali * 0. 003 190 190
89 Malta 0. 020 1 270 1 240
90 Marshal | |sl ands 0. 001 60 60
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Parties to the UNCCD 1/ I ndicative Estimated 2000 Estimated 2001
scal e contributions contributions
(% (US$)
91 Mauritania * 0. 001 60 60
92 Mauritius 0. 013 820 810
93 Mexi co 1. 396 88 360 86 470
94 M cronesi a (Federated 0. 001 60 60
St ates of)
95 Monaco 0. 005 320 310
96 Mongoli a 0. 003 190 190
97 Morocco 0. 058 3 670 3 590
98 Mbzanbi que * 0. 001 60 60
99 Myanmar * 0. 010 630 620
100 Nani bi a 0. 009 570 560
101 Nauru 0. 001 60 60
102 Nepal * 0. 005 320 310
103 Net her | ands 2.290 144 950 141 850
104 Ni car agua 0. 001 60 60
105 Niger * 0. 003 190 190
106 Nigeria 0. 045 2 850 2 790
107 Ni ue 0. 001 60 60
108 Nor way 0. 856 54 180 53 020
109 Oran 0.071 4 490 4 400
110 Paki st an 0. 083 5 250 5 140
111 Pal au * 0. 001 70 60
112 Panama 0.018 1 140 1 110
113 Par aguay 0. 020 1 270 1 240
114 Peru 0.138 8 730 8 550
115 Port ugal 0. 605 38 290 37 480
116 Qat ar 0. 046 2 910 2 850
117 Republic of Korea 1.412 89 380 87 460
118 Mol dova 0.014 890 870
119 Romani a 0.079 5 000 4 890
120 Rwanda * 0. 001 60 60
121 Saint Kitts and Nevis 0. 001 60 60
122 Saint Lucia 0. 001 60 60
123 Sai nt Vincent and the 0. 001 60 60
Gr enadi nes

124 Sanpa * 0. 001 60 60
125 San Marino * 0. 003 190 190
126 Sao Tome and Princi pe * 0. 001 60 60
127 Saudi Arabia 0.789 49 940 48 870
128 Senegal 0. 008 510 500
129 Seychel |l es 0. 003 190 190
130 Sierra Leone * 0. 001 60 60
131 Si ngapore 0. 251 15 890 15 550
132 Sol omon | sl ands 0. 001 60 60
133 South Africa 0.514 32 530 31 840
134 Spain 3.636 230 150 225 220
135 Sri Lanka 0. 017 1 080 1 050
136 Sudan * 0. 009 570 560
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Parties to the UNCCD 1/ I ndi cative Estinated 2000 Estinated 2001
scal e contributions contributions
(% (Us$)

137 Swazi | and 0. 003 190 190
138 Sweden 1.514 95 830 93 780
139 Switzerl and 1.705 107 920 105 610
140 Syrian Arab Republic 0. 090 5 700 5 570
141 Taji ki stan 0. 005 320 310
142 Togo * 0. 001 60 60
143 Tonga 0. 001 60 60
144 Tunisia 0. 039 2 470 2 420
145 Tur key 0.618 39 120 38 280
146 Tur kmeni st an 0. 008 510 500
147 Tuval u 0. 001 60 60
148 Uganda * 0. 005 320 310
149 United Arab Enmirates 0. 250 15 820 15 490
150 Uni ted Ki ngdom of Great 7.145 452 260 442 580

Britain and Northern

I rel and
151 Uni ted Republic of 0. 004 250 250

Tanzani a *
152 Uruguay 0. 067 4 240 4 150
153 Uzbeki st an 0. 035 2 220 2 170
154 Vanuatu 0. 001 60 60
155 Venezuel a 0.224 14 180 13 880
156 Viet Nam 0. 009 570 560
157 Yenen * 0. 010 630 620
158 Zambi a * 0. 003 190 190
159 Zi mhabwe 0.013 820 810

Total from Parties 100. 000 6 329 700 6 194 300

1/ Parties include States and regional economc integration organi zations that are

Parties to the Convention as of 31 Decenber

*

Least devel oped country.

1999.
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Deci si on 4/ COP. 3

Programme of work for the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recalling article 22 of the Convention,

Recalling also its decisions 9/COP.1 and 2/COP.2 on its programe of work,
10/ COP.1 on review of the inplenmentation of the Convention and 11/COP.1 on
procedures for the conmunication of information and review of inplenmentation

1. Decides to include the followi ng selected itens in the agenda of its
fourth session and, if necessary, its fifth session

(a) Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Convention and of its institutiona
arrangements, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(a) and (b), and article 26 of the
Conventi on:

(i) Revi ew of reports on inplenmentation of affected country Parties
of regions other than Africa, including on the participatory
process, and on experience gained and results achieved in the
preparation and inplenentation of national action programes;

(ii) Revi ew of the report on progress made in the fornulation and
i mpl erent ati on of subregi onal and regional action programres in
regi ons other than Africa,;

(iii) Revi ew of reports by devel oped country Parties on measures
taken to assist in the preparation and i npl ementati on of action
programres of affected country Parties of regions other than
Africa, including information on financial resources they have
provi ded, or are providing, under the Convention

(iv) Revi ew of information provided by relevant organs, funds and
programmes of the United Nations system as well as other
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, on their
activities in support of the preparation and inplenentation of
action programes under the Convention

(v) Consi deration of an additional regional inplementation annex to
the Convention, with a view to adopting it;

(b) Revi ew, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(d) of the Convention, of
the report of the Conmmttee on Science and Technol ogy, including its recomendati ons
to the Conference of Parties and its programre of work, and the provision of
gui dance to it;

(c) Revi ew, pursuant to the sanme article, of the report of the d obal
Mechanismon its activities, and the provision of guidance to it;
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(d) Revi ew of avail able information regarding the financing of Convention
i mpl emrentation by nultilateral agencies and institutions, including informtion on
the activities of the G obal Environment Facility concerning desertification that
relate to its four focal areas, as specified in article 20, paragraph 2(b) of the
Conventi on;

(e) Review of activities for the pronotion and strengthening of
relationships wth other relevant conventions and relevant internationa
organi zations, institutions and agenci es;

() Adj ust nent of the programme and budget;
(9) Consi derati on of outstanding itemns:

(i) Consi deration of procedures and institutional mechanisnms for
the resolution of questions of inplementation, in accordance
with article 27 of the Convention, with a view to deciding how
to take this matter forward;

(ii) Consi derati on of annexes cont ai ni ng arbitration and
conciliation procedures, in accordance wth article 28,
par agr aphs 2(a) and 6, of the Convention

(iii) Consi deration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure;

(h) Open di al ogue wi th non-governnmental organizations;

2. Deci des also to include the follow ng selected itemin the agenda of
its fifth session:

(a) Adoption of the programme and budget for the bienni um 2002-2003;

3. Requests the secretariat to circulate in all official |anguages at | east
three nmonths prior to the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties a
provi sional annotated agenda and appropriate docunentation for that session,
reflecting the decisions contained in paragraph 1 above.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 5/ COP. 3

Consi deration of reports on inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recalling article 26 of the Convention,

Recal | i ngal so decisions 10/ COP.1 and 10/ COP. 2 on review of the inplenentation
of the Convention as well as decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the conmunication
of information and review of inplenentation

Havi ng considered reports submtted by affected African country Parties,
subr egi onal organi zations, devel oped country Parties, United Nations organizations,
i ntergovernnmental organi zations and non-governnmental organizations on the
i mpl emrent ati on of the Convention and the compil ati on and synthesis of these by the
secretari at,

Having also considered the relevance of comrents, suggestions and
reconmrendati ons contained in the reports and those nmade during the panel discussions

at its current session,

A. Reports by affected devel oping countries

1. Wel comes the progress made in affected African country Parties,
denonstrating the considerable range of activities and efforts al ready undertaken
in inmplementati on of the Convention, particularly in the el aboration, adoption and
i mpl enent ati on of action programes;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the considerable number of reports
submitted by African country Parties for review by the Conference of the Parties
at its current session;

3. Encourages affected developing countries to sustain and strengthen
reforns currently in progress toward greater decentralization and to pursue their
efforts in inplenenting the Convention, notably at |ocal I|evel;

4, Stresses the inmportance of the enpowerment of people and their
i nvol venent in the process of fornulating, inplementing, and eval uating nationa
action progranmes;

5. Encourages affected developing country Parties to strengthen, as
appropriate, |links between national focal points and their authorities responsible
for devel opment cooperation

6. Al so encourages affected developing country Parties to enhance
integration of the inplenentation of the Convention into national devel opnent
strategi es and ot her relevant policy areas;
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B. Reports by subregional and regqgi onal organizations

7. Recogni zes the inportant role played by African subregi onal and regi ona
organi zations in the elaboration and inplementation of regional and subregional
action programmes and through assisting sone countries in the elaboration and
i npl enentation of their national action progranmes;

8. Recogni zes the need to take necessary measures to integrate African
countries not menbers of the aforenentioned organizations in the preparation and
i mpl erent ati on of subregi onal action programres covering the five African subregions
as stated in article 10 of the regional inplenentation annex for Africa;

9. Recogni zes the subregi onal and regional action programmes as potentia
tools to address, inter alia, sustainable managenent of transboundary natura
resources and pronote initiatives where increased efficiency can be obtained through
joint action;

10. Invites the regional and subregional organizations to include as
appropriate in their agenda the pronoti on of cooperati on and exchange of experience
between their nmenber States related to inplenentation of the Convention

11. Also invites African affected country Parties to establish the
appropriate interface between national, subregional and regional action programres
t hrough sufficient consultations between the processes;

12. Recommends t hat affected devel opi ng country Parties shoul d ensure that
subregi onal and regi onal action programes do not inplenment projects and activities
simlar to those deriving from national action progranmes, by focusing on thenes
where subregional and regional activities clearly have a conparative advantage over
nati onal action programres.

C. Reports by devel oped countries

13. Takes note with appreciation of the continuous support provided by
sever al devel oped country Parties for activities related to conbating
desertification and/or mtigating the effects of drought;

14. Takes note of the need to clearly differentiate the contributions
al l ocated for conbating desertification and mtigating the effects of drought and
| and degradati on fromother official devel opment assistance and to di ssenm nate that
i nformati on;

15. Urges devel oped country Parties to strengthen their efforts in creating
awareness of matters related to the Convention anong all their relevant institutions
and bodi es;

16. Encour ages devel oped country Parties, in order for the Convention to
be effectively and efficiently inplemented, to coordinate and strengthen their
efforts to integrate inplenentation of the Convention into ongoing and future
bilateral and nultil ateral devel opnent cooperation

17. Cal | s upon devel oped country Parties to undertake efforts to inprove
their reports on neasures taken to assist affected devel oping country Parties in
the inplenmentation of the Convention, and to submt these reports in tinmely fashion
for consideration by the Conference of the Parties;
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18. Urges devel oped country Parties to support affected devel opi ng country
Parties in strengthening the |I|inkages between the Convention and other R o
conventions, in order to share experience and to use, as appropriate, comron dat a;

D. Reports by United Nations system organi zations
and by intergovernnental organizations

19. Recommends that the experience and |essons |earned from establishing
techni cal networks between affected countries and from devel opi ng nonitoring systens
for drought and freshwater and environnental nmanagenment systens by the United
Nati ons specialized agencies, are dissem nated to all relevant forumns;

20. Stressesthe inportance of the coordination of technical work between
the United Nations specialized agencies and the secretari at;

E. Reports by non-governnental organi zations

21. Al so expresses its appreciation for the reports and case studies
presented by non-governnental organi zations on their activities in the
i mpl enentati on of action programes, particularly national action programres, and
encour ages subm ssion of reports especially through their network organizations;

22. Recogni zes the special role and contribution of <civil society,
particul arly non-governmental organizations, in the inplenentation of neasures to
conbat desertification and/or mtigate the effects of drought and encourages Parties
to draw upon their capabilities to enhance the inplenentation of the Convention

F. Oher issues

23. Encourages Parties to assess and eval uate progress rmade in inplenenting
the Convention by using pertinent, quantifiable and readily verifiable indicators
and benchmar ks, including those related to nmeasuring the participation of all |oca
popul ati ons, conmunities and maj or groups, particularly women and yout h;

24, Requests the Parties to take nmeasures to ensure that wonen’ s capacity,
particularly at grass-roots level, is reinforced through the national action
programes, including: awareness raising, education, training, inconme-generating
activities and access to credit; and to encourage the participation of wonen in
deci si on- maki ng processes for the inplenentation of the Convention

25. Cal |l s upon Governnments, devel oped countries, United Nations agencies
and progranmmes, intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations and the private
sector for further support in order to enhance the inplenentation of the Convention
by providing financial resources and by facilitating the transfer of technology to
af fected devel oping country Parties, particularly those in Africa, as well as by
i mprovi ng coordination anmong all actors;

26. Requests the secretariat to provide for the forthcom ng sessions of the
Conference of the Parties a synthesis by each subregion, with the aimof elaborating
a conparative docunent on the progress made by affected country Parties in the
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

27. Takes note of the collaborati on between the secretariat and the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme, the African Devel opnment Bank, and the United Nations
Economi ¢ and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, in the process of
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establ i shing regional coordination units in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the
Cari bbean and al so takes note of the decision made at the Conference of the Parties
at its third session to request the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference
of the Parties at its fourth session on the need for, feasibility of, and nodalities
for the regional coordination units, and the costs involved, with a view to enabling
t he Conference of the Parties to take a decision

28. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention and the Mnagi ng
Director of the d obal Mechanismto prepare a guide to help affected devel oping
country Parties in the convening of consultative processes |eading to the concl usion
of partnership agreenents based on experience with other such arrangenents and
i nnovati ve processes;

29. Al so requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention and the Managi ng
Director of the dobal Mechanism in conformty with the provisions of the
Convention, to effectively assist affected African country Parties, upon request,
in facilitating the convocation of consultative processes in order to negotiate and
concl ude partnership agreenents based on national, subregional and regional action
pr ogr amres;

30. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention and the
Managi ng Director of the d obal Mechanismto report at each session on their role
to facilitate these processes and the results obtained.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 6/ CCP. 3

Procedure for the review of the inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decisions 10/COP.1 and 10/COP.2 on the review of the
i npl enent ati on of the Conventi on,

Recalling also article 22, paragraph 2(a), (b) and (c), as well as articles
24 and 26 of the Conventi on,

1. Wel cones the remarkabl e nunber and quality of reports subnmitted by the
affected African country Parties and the efforts made by the secretariat in
produci ng a conpil ation and synthesis of the reports on the inplenentation of the
Convention by affected African country Parties;

2. Takes note of the organi zati on of panel discussions on the consideration
of national reports on the inplenentation of the Convention by affected African
country Parties;

3. Deci des to establish an ad hoc working group to review and anal yse in
depth, at the fourth session, reports subnitted at its third session and reports
which will be submitted at its fourth session in order to draw conclusions and

propose concrete recommendations on further steps in the inplementation of the
Conventi on;

4, Recal | s that reports by Parties, together with advice and information
provided by the Conmittee on Science and Technology and the @ obal Mechanism
consistent with their respective mandates and such other reports as the Conference
of the Parties may call for, shall constitute the basis of the review of the
i mpl enent ati on by the Conference of the Parties, and therefore invites the Conmittee
on Sci ence and Technol ogy and the G obal Mechani smto provi de advi ce and i nformati on
to be used for the review of the inplenentation of the Convention at its fourth
sessi on;

5. Invites Parties and other interested institutions and organi zations,
i ncluding non-governmental organizations, to submt witten proposals and
suggestions on the need for the establishment of a committee to review the
i mpl enentation of the Convention no later than 30 April 2000, to be conpiled,
summarized and circulated by the secretariat in order to further develop the
existing review systemand to facilitate consideration, and take a decision at its
fourth session and, if necessary, at its fifth session;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention to make all necessary
arrangenents for the above-nenti oned ad hoc working group to fulfil its nmandate and
to neet at the fourth session.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci sion 7/ COP. 3

Additional regional inplenentation annex to the
Convention for Central and Eastern Europe

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal lingUnited Nations Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 52/198 of 18 Decenber
1997 and 53/191 of 15 Decenber 1998 on inplenentation of the Convention

Recal ling also its decision 11/ COP.2, in which the Conference urged observer
countries of Central and Eastern Europe to take appropriate actions to becone
parties to the Convention and invited themto produce a draft additional regiona
i mpl ement ati on annex to the Convention for consideration by the Conference of the
Parties at its third session,

Wel comi ng the process of accession of the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe to the Convention as well as the progress nade in producing a draft
addi tional regional inplenentation annex to the Convention for countries of Centra
and Eastern Europe,

1. Invitesthe countries of Central and Eastern Europe and all Parties to
the Convention to continue, under the auspices of the Bureau of the Conference of
the Parties, the process of consultations on the draft additional inplenmentation
annex with a view to adopting it at its fourth session

2. Requests the secretariat, under the guidance of the Bureau of the
Conference of the Parties, to arrange and facilitate the process of consultations
on finalizing the text of an additional regional inplenmentation annex for countries
of Central and Eastern Europe;

3. Invitesthe countries of Central and Eastern Europe to continue their

efforts towards their accession to the Convention

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 8/ COP. 3

The Recife |lnitiative:
Towards enhancing the inplenentation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention related to its inplenmentation and
to the obligations of the Parties,

Underlining that efforts to prevent and control desertification have not been
sufficient to stemits spread

Asserting that achi evement of the objectives of the Convention depends on the
active fulfilnment of commitnments and effective participation of all relevant parties
in the process of fornulating and inplenenting action programes, as well as an
enabl i ng environnent,

Taking into account the efforts already made in the franmework of regional
subregi onal and national action programmes and the contribution of all Parties
t her et o,

Reiterating the need to adopt measures that will contribute to the eradication
of poverty by reducing the vulnerability of people living in areas of the world
affected by desertification and drought,

Reaffirm ng the urgent need to nobilize substantial financial resources and
to promote transfer of technol ogy, know how and capacity-building for conbating
desertification and drought processes,

Havi ng consi dered the reports on inplenentation of the Convention subnitted
by subregi onal organi zati ons and devel oped country Parties, as well as international
organi zati ons and agenci es and non-governnmental organizations,

Taking into account the obstacles encountered by devel oping countries as
reflected in their national reports, as well as |lessons learned in their efforts
to i npl enent the Convention

Wth a view to undertaking to identify the critical elenents necessary to
enhance i npl ementation of the Convention

1. Stresses the necessity to fornulate, for consideration and adopti on at
its fourth session in the year 2000, a declaration on the comm tments under the
Convention to enhance inplenmentation of the obligations of the Convention

2. Stresses also that the declaration should cover an agreed period and
be focused on a limted nunber of specific thematic and sectoral areas to be
determ ned and consistent with action programes under the Convention

3. Stresses further the need to integrate inplenentation of the Convention
into the mainstream national developnent strategies of affected countries, in
particul ar devel oping country Parties, as well as into the relevant mainstream
strategi es and operations of all developed country Parties and nultilateral and
ot her devel opment institutions;
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4, Enphasi zes the inportance of further work on benchmarks and indicators
with a view to developing suitable quantitative and qualitative systens of
eval uati on;

5. Furt her emphasi zes the need to provide expertise, especially to affected
devel opi ng country Parties, in order to support the inplementation of the Convention
at the national, subregional and regional |evels, including inplementation-related
i nputs fromthe Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy;

6. Invites all Parties, relevant international organizations and non-
governnental organizations to submt their witten proposals and/or suggestions for
the text of the declaration to the secretariat no |ater than 30 April 2000;

7. Calls upon all relevant international organizations, non-governnenta
organi zati ons, foundations and the private sector to bring further efforts to the
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to take appropriate action for the
formul ation of a draft declaration and to circulate it, together with a conpilation
and a synthesis of proposals and/or suggestions to all Parties at |east eight weeks
prior to its fourth session

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 9/ COP. 3

d obal Mechanism first review of policies,
operational nodalities and activities

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decisions 24/COP.1, 25/COP.1 and 18/ COP.2 on the dd oba
Mechani sm

Recogni zing that priorities need to be established in the activities of the
d obal Mechanism particularly in order to denonstrate progress in fulfilling its
mandat e

Havi ng considered docunents |CCD/COP(3)/11 and 1CCD/COP(3)/12 and Add.1l
related to the d obal Mechani sm

Havi ng heard the oral report of the Managing Director of the G obal Mechani sm
and the comrents made by Parties at the third session of the Conference of the
Parti es,

A. Policies

1. Reaf firns, until the next review, the policies of the d obal Mechani sm
as contained in the provisions of the Convention and rel evant decisions of the
Conference of the Parties;

2. Also reaffirms that the d obal Mechanism shall function under the
authority and gui dance of the Conference of the Parties and be accountable to it,
in accordance with the provisions of the Convention and rel evant decisions of the
Conference of the Parties at its first session

3. Recogni zes that the first priority for the d obal Mechanismis to
devel op its operations as a demand-driven nechanismto facilitate the nobilization
and channelling of substantial financial resources for the elaboration and
i npl enmentation of action progranmes, particularly national action progranmes,
projects and national reports;

B. Operational npdalities

4, Recommends that the Managing Director of the d obal Mechani sm devel op
organi zati onal arrangenents which ensure proper attention to the African, Asian and
Latin America and Cari bbean regions and conplete the recruitnment of staff before
the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties;

5. Stressesthat the d obal Mechani smshall pronote and facilitate multi-
source and multi-channel financing for the inplenentation of the Convention by,
inter alia, providing affected devel oping countries with practical and operationa
advi ce on linking the financing needs of action programes, particularly nationa
action progranmes, with existing and potential sources of financing in the best
possi bl e way;

6. Underlines that the d obal Mechani sm shall strengthen both policy and
operational level dialogue with all nenbers of the Facilitation Committee, bilateral
donor agencies and nultilateral financial institutions on mainstreamnm ng financing
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for the inplenentation of the Convention, and establish contacts with the private
sector and ot her non-governnental sources of financing to increase awareness of the
Convention and facilitate the identification of possibilities and definition of
mechani sms for public-private partnerships for its inplenmentation

C. Activities

7. Al so stresses that the G obal Mechanismshall clearly identify priority
activities and submt themto its fourth session for consideration and adopti on by
t he Conference of the Parties in order to ensure effectiveness and inmpact of its
activities as well as to avoid overlaps with the activities of existing institutions
and organi zations, and therefore achieve concrete results, in the shortest possible
time, in nobilizing and channelling financial resources to affected devel oping
country Parties, particularly those in Africa, for the inplementation of the
Conventi on;

8. Recommends that the Mnaging Director of the G obal Mechanism take
account of relevant ongoing intergovernnental negotiations, with a view to
identifying at an early stage potential opportunities for, and innovative sources
of , financial assistance for inplenmentation of the Convention, consistent wth
progress in those negotiations;

9. Enphasi zes that the d obal Mechani sm shall develop its activities with
a view to facilitating financing for, inter alia, the elaboration of action
programres, particularly national action programmes, the preparation of nationa
reports, consultative processes to conclude partnership agreenents based on action
programres and the inplenmentation of action programres, including interregiona
programes and platfornms of cooperation

10. Requests the Managing Director of the G obal Mechanism to take al
necessary steps to identify and draw up an inventory of relevant bilateral and
mul tilateral cooperation programres that are available to inplement the Convention
as well as other sources and channels of funding and to report on progress nade to
t he Conference of the Parties at its fourth session

11. Encourages the Mnaging Director of the dobal Mechanism in
coordination with the secretariat, to organize during the year 2000 regi onal and/or
subregi onal workshops in Africa, Asia, and Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean on
procedures to access existing financial mechanisns, with the aim of nobilizing and
channel ling financial resources for inplenentation and the transfer of technol ogies;

12. Invitesthe Managing Director of the G obal Mechanismto take concrete
nmeasures to clarify the possibilities for econom c and trade opportunities arising
fromand related to the Convention and to report on the results to the Conference
of the Parties at its fifth session for consideration and adoption of any
appropri ate deci sions;

D. Operational strategy

13. Decides to give further consideration to the operational strategy of
the G obal Mechanismat its fourth session and requests the Managing Director to
prepare a docunment on the operational strategy based on coments, suggestions and
proposal s made during the third session, as well as on witten subm ssions by the
Parties received no later than 31 March 2000, and to submt that docunent for
consi deration and a conpendi um of subm ssi ons;



| CCD/ COP(3)/20/ Add. 1
Page 36

14. Recommends that the G obal Mechani smdevel op, as part of the operationa
strategy for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourth session,
an information and comunication strategy, which will aimto facilitate contact with
Parties and other actors, increase awareness of the Convention, and pronote
participation in its inplenentation;

15. Urgesdonors and international organi zati ons, and the G obal Mechani sm
within its mandate, to support the preparation of national reports;

E. G her issues

16. Wel conmes the financial support already provided on a voluntary basis
by some countries, and invites Governments, the private sector and all relevant
organi zations, including intergovernnental, regional, and subregi onal organizations,
regi onal devel opment banks and non-governmental organizations, to make or continue
to make voluntary contributions to, and actively support the activities of, the
d obal Mechani sm

17. Al so welcones the initial contribution made by the International Fund
for Agricultural Devel opnent to the “Special Resources for the CCD Fi nance Account”
and invites the Executive Board of the Fund to approve the transfer to the d oba
Mechani sm of the outstandi ng bal ance fromthe commitnent of US$ 10 million, as set
out in the offer fromthe Fund to house the G obal Mechani sm

18. Invites particularly the United Nations Devel opnent Programme, the Wrld
Bank, and ot her nenbers of the Facilitation Comrmittee to al so make contri butions
so as to enable the dobal Mechanismto successfully support inplenentation of the
Conventi on;

19. Also invites Facilitation Conmttee nenbers to strengthen their support
to the d obal Mechani sm by exploring new financial resources, as well as through
nmobi li zing, within their respective institutions, additional financial resources;

20. Recommends that the Managing Director of the G obal Mechani sm report
to the Conference of the Parties on the activities undertaken by the Facilitation
Conmittee, the decisions taken and results obtained in inplementing them

21. Invites the Facilitation Commttee to explore the possibility of
inviting a representative of non-governmental organizations to attend its neetings
and to report to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth session on the decision
taken on this issue;

22. Requests the Managing Director to report on the activities of the d oba
Mechani sm including progress in inplenenting this decision, to the Conference of
the Parties at its fourth session

23. Deci des that the second review of policies, operational nodalities and
activities of the G obal Mechanism will take place at the sixth session of the
Conference of the Parties in 2003.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 10/ COP. 3
Menor andum of under st andi hg bet ween the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification and
the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent
regarding the nodalities and adnministrative operations
of the d obal Mechani sm

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng deci sions 24/ COP.1 and 19/ COP. 2,

1. Takes note of the revised draft nmenmorandum of understandi ng between the

Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent regarding the nodalities
and adm nistrative operations of the @ obal Mechani sn¥;

2. Takes note that the revised draft of the nmenorandum of understandi ng
was approved by the Executive Board of the International Fund for Agricultura
Devel opnent at its session on 28 and 29 April 1999;

3. Approves the revised menorandum of understandi ng annexed to the present
deci si on.

12th plenary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ 1CCD COP(3)/10, annex |
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Annex

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG BETWEEN THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES OF THE CONVENTI ON TO COVBAT
DESERTI FI CATI ON AND THE | NTERNATI ONAL FUND FOR AGRI CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT REGARDI NG THE MODALI TI ES AND ADM NI STRATI VE
OPERATI ONS OF THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG, dat ed , between the
Conference of the Parties (hereinafter called "the Conference") of the United
Nati ons Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa (hereinafter called "the
Convention" or "CCD') and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel oprment
(hereinafter called "the Fund" or "IFAD') regarding the nodalities and
adm ni strative operations of the d obal Mechani sm

VWHEREAS t he Conference was required, in accordance with Article 21, paragraphs
5 and 6, of the Convention, to identify at its first ordinary session, an
organi zation to house the 3 obal Mechani sm established under Article 21, paragraph
4, and whereas the Fund subnmitted a revised offer to house the G obal Mechani sm
contai ned in Appendix Il of the docunment | CCDY COP(1)/5 and suppl ement ed by docunent
| CCDY COP( 1)/ CRP. 3;

WHEREAS t he Conference, in paragraph 1 of its decision 24/COP.1, taken at its
first session, selected the Fund to house the d obal Mechani sm established under
Article 21, paragraph 4, of the Convention;

WHEREAS t he Conference, in paragraphs 1 and 2 of its decision 25/ COP.1, also
taken at its first session, decided that, in support of the functions of the d oba
Mechani sm the organi zati on to house the d obal Mechanismshall, as the | ead
organi zation, fully cooperate with the United Nations Devel opment Programre (UNDP)
and the World Bank and ot her relevant international organizations; and

WHEREAS t he Conference, in paragraphs 3 and 4 of its decision 24/ COP. 1,
requested the secretariat of the Convention, in consultation with the Fund, UNDP and
the Wrld Bank, to devel op a menorandum of understandi ng between the Conference and
an appropriate body of the Fund;

NOW THEREFORE it is hereby understood that the nodalities and administrative
operations of the dobal Mechanismw ||l be as follows:

. FUNCTIONS OF THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM

In carrying out its nmandate, under the authority and gui dance of the
Conference, the 3 obal Mechanismw ll, in accordance with paragraph 2 of decision
24/ COP. 1 of the Conference, performthe functions described in the annex to that
decision. As the housing institution, the Fund will support the d obal Mechanismin
perform ng these functions in the franework of the mandate and policies of the Fund.
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1. STATUS OF THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM W THI N THE FUND

A, Separate identity of the d obal Mechani sm

Wil e the dobal Mechanismw ||l have a separate identity within the Fund, it
will be an organic part of the structure of the Fund directly under the President of
t he Fund.

B. Resources of the d obal Mechani sm

The resources of the dobal Mechanismw || conprise the follow ng:

(a) Amount s received fromallocations of the core budget of the Convention
by the Conference to neet the adm nistrative and operati onal expenditures of the
G obal Mechanism  These amobunts will be held by the Fund upon recei pt in an account
termed " Core Budget Adm nistrative Account”;

(b) Amounts contributed voluntarily by nultilateral and bilateral donors as
wel | as other sources, including non-governnental organizations and the private
sector, to neet the adm nistrative and operational expenditures of the d oba
Mechani sm and remuneration to the d obal Mechanismfor services rendered to a
speci fic donor or group of donors. Such amounts will be held by the Fund upon
recei pt in an account termed "Voluntary Contributions Adm nistrative Expenses
Account”; and

(c) In accordance with section 4(f) of the annex to decision 24/ COP.1 of
t he Conference, anounts nade avail able for the use, as requested and appropriate, of
the d obal Mechani sm ("G obal Mechani smis own resources") for its functioning and
activities frombilateral and nmultilateral resources through trust fund(s) and/or
equi val ent arrangenents established by the Fund, including the proceeds of cost-
sharing arrangenents with the G obal Mechanism Al these amounts will be held by
the Fund upon receipt in an account terned "Special Resources for CCD Fi nance (SRCF)
Account”. The Fund will provide a grant contribution as part of the initia
capitalization of the SRCF Account and seek matching financing frominterested
donors, taking into account the offer made by I FAD at the first ordi nary session of
t he Conference in paragraph 48 of docunent | CCD/ COP(1)/5.

C. Munagenent of the d obal Mechani smresources

Wth respect to the funds allocated fromthe core budget of the Convention and
received by the Fund under (a) above, the rules of procedure and financial rules
adopted by the Conference will apply to the transfer to | FAD of the said funds.

Wth respect to the funds received by | FAD under (a), (b) and (c) above, all these
amounts will be received, held and di sbursed and the said accounts will be

adm ni stered by the Fund in accordance with the rules and procedures of the Fund,

i ncludi ng those applicable to the nanagenent of the Fund’s own suppl enentary funds
(trust funds).

D. Managenent of the d obal Mechani sm

The Managi ng Director of the d obal Mechanism (hereinafter called "the
Managing Director”) will be nom nated by the Adm nistrator of UNDP and appoi nted by
the President of the Fund. The Managing Director, in discharging his or her
responsibilities, will report directly to the President of |FAD. The Managi ng
Director will cooperate with the Executive Secretary of the CCD pursuant to decision
9/ COP. 1.
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I11. RELATIONSH P OF THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM TO THE CONFERENCE

A Accountability to the Conference

(1) The d obal Mechanismw |l function under the authority of the Conference and
be fully accountable to the Conference.

(2) The chain of accountability will run directly fromthe Managing Director to
the President of the Fund to the Conference of the Parties. The Managing Director
will submit reports to the Conference on behalf of the President of the Fund.

(3) The Conference will provide policy and operational gui dance as necessary,

i ncl udi ng gui dance resulting fromthe review of the policies, operational nodalities
and activities of the dobal Mechanismto take place at its third ordi nary session
in accordance with Article 21, paragraph 7 of the Convention

(4) The Managing Director will be responsible for preparing the programre of work
and budget of the d obal Mechani sm including proposed staffing, which will be

revi emed and approved by the President of the Fund before being forwarded to the
Executive Secretary of the Convention for consideration in the preparation of the
budget estinmates of the Convention, in accordance with the financial rules of the
Conf erence.

(5) The budget estimates for the d obal Mechanism which will be shown in a
separate section of the Convention budget, nmay include adm nistrative and
operational expenditures to be financed both fromthe core budget of the Convention
and, if appropriate, fromthe Voluntary Contributions Adm nistrative Expenses
Account .

(6) The Conference will approve the programme of work and budget of the G oba
Mechani sm authorize the Executive Secretary to transfer resources fromthe Genera
Fund of the Convention to the Fund for all or a portion of the G obal Mechanisnis
approved operating expenses and rei nburse the United Nations for any administrative
support costs incurred in this process.

(7) The Fund will, as soon as practicable followi ng the end of the financial year
of the Convention, provide the Conference with an audited financial statenent of the
Core Budget Adm nistrative Account in accordance with the Fund' s nornal audit
procedures.

B. Reporting to the Conference

The Managi ng Director, on behalf of the President of the Fund, will submt a
report to each ordinary session of the Conference on the activities of the d oba
Mechani sm  Such reports which will be submtted to the Executive Secretary for
circulation to the Conference, will enconpass the follow ng:

(a) The operations and activities of the dobal Mechanism including the
effectiveness of its activities in promoting the nobilization and channelling of the
substantial financial resources referred to in section 4(a) of the annex to decision
24/ COP. 1 of the Conference

(b) An assessment of the future availability of funds for inplenmentation of
the Convention, as well as proposals for effective ways and means of providing such
funds; and
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(c) The activities of the Fund, UNDP and the World Bank as well as other
rel evant organi zations in supporting the d obal Mechani sm

I'V. COLLABCRATI VE | NSTI TUTI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

A. General collaborative arrangenents

The Fund will, in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3 of decision 25/COP.1 of
the Conference, fully cooperate with UNDP and the Wirld Bank to proceed with,
actively pursue and devel op further the collaborative institutional arrangenents
descri bed in docunent | CCDY COP(1)/CRP.1, including the establishnent of a
Facilitation Conmttee. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of decision 24/ COP.1, the
Facilitation Conmttee will include the Executive Secretary as its menber.

B. Cooperation with the Convention secretariat

(1) The Fund and the secretariat of the Convention will cooperate and exchange on
a regul ar basis views and experiences necessary to facilitate the effectiveness of
the d obal Mechanismin assisting the Parties to inplenment the Convention

(2) I n accordance wi th paragraph 5 of decision 24/ COP.1 of the Conference, the
Fund will work out with the secretariat of the Convention appropriate arrangenents
for liaison and cooperation between the secretariat and the d obal Mechanismin
order to avoid duplication and to enhance the effectiveness of Convention

i mpl ementation in accordance with their respective roles in inplenentation. Such
col | aborati on between the Managing Director and the Executive Secretary will ensure
the continuity and coherence of existing and future programes of the Fund and the
CCD

C. Cooperation with other relevant organi zations

The Fund will, in accordance w th paragraph 6 of decision 24/ COP.1 of the
Conf erence and paragraph 4 of decision 25/ COP.1, encourage active support for the
G obal Mechanism as well as the establishment or strengthening of programmes to
conbat desertification in affected devel oping countries, by relevant institutions,
programes and bodi es of the United Nations system including the Food and
Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations (FAOQ, the d obal Environnent
Facility (GEF), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Wrld Food
Programe (WFP), and by regional and subregi onal organi zati ons and regi ona
devel opnment banks such as the African Devel opnent Bank (AfDB), the Asian Devel oprment
Bank (AsDB), the Inter-American Devel opment Bank (1 ADB), the Islam c Devel opnent
Bank (I1sDB), the Central Anerican Bank for Economc Integration (CABEI) and the
Cari bbean Devel opnent Bank (CDB), as well as interested non-governmenta
organi zations and the private sector

V. FIELD OFFI CE SUPPORT FOR THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM

The Fund wi Il make appropriate arrangenments to obtain supporting services from
the United Nations country team operating under the |eadership of the United
Nati ons resident coordinators within the framework of the resident coordinator
system

V. ADM N STRATI VE | NFRASTRUCTURE

The d obal Mechanismwi |l be |ocated at the headquarters of the Fund in Rone,
where it shall enjoy full access to all of the admnistrative infrastructure
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avail able to the Fund offices, including appropriate office space, as well as
personnel, financial, communications and informati on nanagenent services. Any

direct costs and associ ated service charges reinbursable to IFAD will be refl ected
in the budget of the d obal Mechani sm

VI1. FINAL PROVI SI ONS

A Entry into operation

The present Menorandum of Understanding will enter into operation inmediately
upon its approval by the Conference and the Fund.

B. Inplenentation of the Menorandum of Under st andi ng

The Conference and the Fund may enter in such suppl enmentary arrangenents for
the inplenentation of the present Menorandum of Understanding as may be found
desi rabl e.

C. Termnation

The present Menorandum of Understanding nay be terminated at the initiative of
the Conference or the Fund with prior witten notice of at |east one year. 1In the
event of termination, the Conference and IFAD will jointly reach an understandi ng on
the nost practical and effective means of carrying out any responsibilities assunmed
under the present Menorandum of Under st andi ng.

D. Amendnent
The present Menorandum of Under st andi ng may be revi sed by nutual consent in

witing between the Conference and the Fund.

E. Interpretation

If differences arise in the interpretation of the present Menorandum of
Under st andi ng, the Conference and the Fund shall reach a nutually acceptable
solution on the basis of the English text thereof.

FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES TO THE
CONVENTI ON TO COVBAT DESERTI FI CATI ON

Si gned by:

Executi ve Secretary

FOR THE | NTERNATI ONAL FUND FOR
AGRI CULTURAL DEVELCOPMENT

Si gned by:

Pr esi dent
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Deci sion 11/ COP. 3

Benchmar ks and indicators

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision 22/COP.1, by which it requested Governnents to initiate
testing of the inplenentation indicators identified in document A/ AC 241/INF.4 as
revised by docunent |CCD/COP(1)/CST/3/Add.1, and to report on the utility of such
i npl ementation indicators in national reporting to the Conference of the Parties at its
third session,

Recalling also its decision 16/ COP. 2

Noting with appreciation the report of the ad hoc panel that acted as a steering
committee to the open-ended informal consultative process on benchmarks and
i ndi cat or s¥,

Taking note with satisfaction of the national reports of sone affected African
country Parties summarized in docunment |CCDYCOP(3)/5/Add.2 and the other reports
referring to this issue,

1. UrgesParties to initiate testing of the inpact indicators proposed by the
panel # and encourages the use of these indicators as well as the use of nunerica
i ndi cators enabling conparison of status on desertification and inplenmentation, in
nati onal reporting to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth session

2. Urges al so Parties and other countries in a position to provide assistance,
as well as international organizations, to nobilize technical, scientific and financia
support for the affected country Parties, and to initiate the testing of inpact
indicators, particularly at the national |evel.

11t h pl enary
25 Novenber 1999

1/ 1 CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1.

2/ 1 CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1.
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Deci si on 12/ COP. 3

Traditional know edge

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling its decision 14/ COP.2 on traditional know edge

Taking note of the report of the ad hoc panel on traditional know edge?, the
rel evant docunents prepared for the Committee on Science and Technology at its third
session, and the recommendations of the Bureau of the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy on this subject,

1. Requests the secretariat to develop a closer working relationship with
related institutions and to generate synergies through collaboration. Such
coll aboration should also foster coordination and |inkages at the national [|eve
between the national focal points of the different environment conventions and
facilitate both the dissem nation of information about the conventions and action to
i mpl ement t hem

2. Invites Parties to include in their national reports on inplenmentation,
as well as followup on recomrendati ons made in document | CCD/ COP(3)/CST/3, the use
made of traditional know edge in the inplenmentation of the national action progranmes;

3. Appoi ntsan ad hoc panel on traditional know edge conposed of 10 experts
to develop further appropriate criteria in line with future work on benchmarks and
i ndicators, to be used by national focal points so as to:

(a) Measure the reciprocity between traditional and nodern know edge and/ or
pronote it;

(b) Assess how networ ks and mechani sms created by the secretariat (regiona
networ ks, regional coordinating bodies, national focal points) are incorporating
traditional and | ocal know edge in their work progranmes;

(c) Assess the soci o-econom c and ecol ogi cal benefits of traditional know edge
in the light of environnental changes.

11th pl enary
25 Novenber 1999

1/ 1 CCD/ COP(3)/ CST/ 3.
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Deci si on 13/ CCP. 3

Survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions,
agenci es _and bodi es

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 25 of the Convention
Recalling also its decisions 23/ COP.1 and 17/ COP. 2

Noting the necessary contractual arrangements entered into by the head of the
secretariat with the United Nations Environment Progranme on behal f of the Conference
of the Parties for the conpletion of phase one of the work on the survey and eval uation
of existing networks, institutions, agencies and bodi es,

Recogni zing the effort nade by the United Nations Environment Progranme and
menbers of its consortiumin this respect,

Taking note of the interimreport on phase one of the survey and eval uati oni,
submtted by the United Nations Environment Programme on behalf of its consortium of
partners undertaking that phase,

Taki ng note al so of a nunber of issues and outstanding questions that remain in
ternms of reporting on technical and financial issues from phase one,

Bearing in mnd the utility of this survey and eval uation for the inplenentation
of the Convention

Bearing in mnd al so that phase two will necessitate a pilot approach to advance
the survey and evaluation as a whole and further develop and test survey instrunents
with a view to evaluating both the interest and the capabilities of networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies to support the inplementation of the Convention

1. Supportsthe realization of a second phase that will focus on the southern
Africa subregion

2. Requests the secretariat to draft the terns of reference for phase two of
the survey and eval uation, based on the phase one report and the discussions in the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy, as well as possible further inputs fromParties
on their expectations of phase two, to be sent to the secretariat no later than
31 Decenber 1999

3. Requeststhe United Nations Environnment Programme to submit an update to
the above report on phase one, based on the discussions of the Coomittee on Sci ence and
Technology at its third session and witten comrents to be sent by the Parties no |ater
than 31 Decenber 1999 through the secretariat;

1/ 1 CCD/ COP(3)/ CST/ 4.
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4. Requests the Bureau of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy, at its
i nter-sessional neeting, and after satisfactory consultation with the regi onal groups,
to approve the ternms of reference for phase two of the survey prepared by the
secretariat;

5. Aut hori zes the secretariat to initiate the open tendering process for
contractors to inplement phase two of the survey and eval uati on, and subsequently to
enter into a contractual arrangenment with the successful bidder

11t h pl enary
25 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 14/ COP. 3

Early warni ng systens

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal I i ng deci sion 12/ C0OP.2 on the work programre of the Commttee on Science and
Technol ogy,

Havi ng reviewed the contributions of Parties received by the secretariat on early
war ni ng systens?,

Taki ng note of the reports prepared by the secretariat for the third session of
the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy on early warni ng systens,

Taking note also of the existence of networks of early warning systenms and
desertification nonitoring and assessnent at the national, subregional and regiona
| evel s,

1. Decides to appoint an ad hoc panel conposed of 10 experts with the
following terms of reference: relating to early warning systens, to review and
el aborate on the foll owi ng technical topics emerging fromnational reports of Parties
and regional foruns on inplenentati on of the Convention

(a) Data coll ection, accessibility and integration

(b) Eval uation and prediction of drought and desertification, and measures for
prepar edness, in cooperation with the followup to the International Decade for Natura
Di saster Reduction

(c) Di ssem nation of information to end-users on the applications of early
war ni ng systens and desertification monitoring and assessment, and strengthening of
appropriate response nechanisns, particularly in the national action programes to
conbat desertification;

2. Invitesthe relevant institutions which have operational responsibilities
in areas related to desertification and drought and information systens drawn from each
thematic programme network in various regions to provide experts and/or reference
materials in order to support the ad hoc panel

3. Requests the secretariat to nake the necessary arrangenents to facilitate

the functioning of this ad hoc panel

11t h pl enary
25 Novenber 1999

1/ 1 CCDI COP(3)/ CST/ 6.
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Deci si on 15/ CCP. 3

Rost er of independent experts

The Conference of the Parties,

Having reviewed the proposed roster of independent experts prepared by the
secretariat in accordance with decision 13/ COP.2, based on subm ssions from Parties
t hrough di pl omati ¢ channel s,

Noting the efforts made by the secretariat to ensure that the roster is avail able
in electronic formas well as through the regular channels of the United Nations
system

1. Invites Parties to supplenent their submissions to the secretariat for
inclusion in the roster, with the aim in particular, of:

(a) Maki ng the roster nore balanced in terns of gender
(b) Ensuring better representation of all relevant disciplines;

2. Invites Parties which have not yet submtted nom nations of experts for
the roster, including full nmailing and e-mai| addresses, to do so before 30 June 2000;

3. Further invites Parties to report to the secretariat before 30 June 2000
on the use that they have made of the roster

4. Requests the secretariat to ensure that an updated roster is nmade avail abl e
in electronic form as appropriate;

5. Also requests the secretariat to inform the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy at its fourth session concerning the use that has been nmade of the roster

6. Approves the anended |ist of disciplines contained in the annex to this
deci si on;
7. Further requests the secretariat to distribute a paper copy of the roster

to Parties on an annual basis.

11th pl enary
25 Novenber 1999
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Annex

LI ST OF D SC PLI NES FOR ROSTER OF EXPERTS

Di scipline

Agricul tura

Ani mal sci ence

Ant hr opol ogy and soci ol ogy

At nospheri ¢ sci ence
Ecol ogy

Econoni cs

Educati on

Ceogr aphy

Ceol ogy

Hydr ol ogy

I nformati on systens

Medi cal science

Natural resource management

Physi cal science
Pl ant sci ence
Political science

Soi | science

Exanpl e

horticulture, agricultural engineering,
ent ool ogy

veterinary science, |ivestock nmanagenent

pal aeont ol ogy, rural sociol ogy, gender
st udi es

nmet eor ol ogy, cli matol ogy

popul ati on ecol ogy, restoration ecol ogy
fi nance, trade

training and extension

cartography

m ni ng, petrol eum engi neering
irrigation

dat abase managemnent, geographic
information systens (A S)

public health

forestry, biodiversity conservation
| and- use pl anni ng

chem stry, physics
bot any, plant genetics
| aw, adm nistration

soil chem stry, soil physics

Q her all disciplines not included above
Qui del i nes

1. To maintain consistency, the roster should only use disciplines fromthe |ist.
2. “Qiher” covers any disciplines not on the |ist.
3. The anal ysis of disciplines should exam ne the first discipline list for each
per son.
4. In addition, the roster should also |ist specialization and geographic focus for

each person.
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Deci si on 16/ CCP. 3

Programme of work of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng deci sion 11/COP.1 on procedures for the comuni cation of information
and review of inplementation, in particular paragraph 18 of the procedures annexed to
t hat deci sion, which concerns the review process,

Recalling also decision 12/COP.2 on the work programme of the Committee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy,

1. Decidesthat the priority issue to be addressed in depth by the Committee
on Science and Technology at its fourth session shall be the applications of
traditi onal know edge, benchmarks and indicators and early warning systems to the
noni toring and assessnent of sustainable soil and water managenent in dryland areas for
effective inplementation of the national action programres, taking into account simlar
and conpl enentary work done by ot her conventi ons;

2. Al so decides that the agenda for the fourth session of the Committee shall
include the topics on the agenda of the third session of the Commttee;

3. Requests the secretariat to facilitate the convening of at |east one inter-
sessional Bureau neeting of the Conmmittee for the review of decisions taken by the
Conference of the Parties and other related matters regarding the work of the
Committee, especially the planning and organization of the next session of the
Conmi tt ee.

11t h pl enary
25 Novenber 1999
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Deci sion 17/ COP. 3

Col | aboration with other conventions and international bodies

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal lingthe provisions of article 8 of the Convention, on the relationship with
ot her conventions, and article 22, paragraph 2(i), on the pronoti on and strengthening
of relationships with other rel evant conventions,

Recallingal so article 23, paragraph 2(d) of the Convention, on the coordi nation
by the secretariat of its activities with the secretariats of other relevant
i nternational bodies and conventi ons,

Bearing in mnd its decisions 13/COP.1 and 8/ COP.2 on col | aboration w th other
conventions, decision 9/COP.1 on the programme of work of the Conference of the
Parties, decision 14/COP.1 on relations with the dobal Environment Facility, and
deci sion 24/ COP.1 on the organi zation to house the d obal Mechani sm and agreenent on
its nodalities,

Taking note of the reports by the secretariat on collaboration and synergies
anong Rio conventions for the inplementation of the Convention! as well as on
relations with the d obal Environnent Facility?,

1. V¢l cones the cooperation established between the secretariats of the United
Nat i ons Convention to Conbat Desertification, the United Nations Framework Convention
on Cimte Change, the Convention on Biological Dversity and the Ranmsar Convention

2. Expressesits appreciation for the ongoing collaborative efforts between
the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Conmbat Desertification and the
A obal Environment Facility on | and degradation as it relates to the four focal areas
of the Aobal Environment Facility; and in this regard, wel comes the devel opnent of the
Action Plan for Enhancing d obal Environnent Facility Support for Land Degradation, to
be considered by the Council of the G obal Environment Facility in Decenber 1999;

3. Invites the two secretariats to further enhance the coll aboration between
the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification and the d obal Environnent
Facility and to fully integrate the d obal Mechanismin this collaboration

4. Requests the secretariat to continue to take steps to inplement the
menor anda contained in the reports in consultation with concerned secretariats, and to
devel op, as appropriate, simlar nenoranda with the secretariats of relevant
conventions and institutions in order to define their collaboration and cooperation
whil e respecting the status of the respective secretariats and autononous deci sion-
maki ng of their conferences of the parties, taking into account that these conventions
are at different stages of inplenentation;

1/ 1 CCD/ COP(3)/9.

2/ 1CCDI COP(3)/ 9/ Add. 1.
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5. Al so requests the Executive Secretary, in preparing documents for the
Conference of the Parties, to seek, as appropriate, the views of and inputs from
rel evant convention secretariats, as well as fromrelevant internati onal organizations,
agenci es and institutions;

6. Further requests the Executive Secretary to continue his consultations with
the executive secretaries of the other relevant conventions, particularly the United
Nat i ons Framewor k Convention on dimate Change, the Convention on Biological Dversity
and the Ransar Convention, on arrangements for |iaison nodalities at the Headquarters
of the Wnited Nations, with which they are institutionally linked, or with the United
Nati ons Environnent Progranme and/or any other relevant |ocations;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to give special attention to the next
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity scheduled for My
2000, which has on its agenda a proposal for a work programe on dryl and biodiversity;

8. Al so requests the Executive Secretary to give special attention to the next
Conference of the Parties of the United Nati ons Franmework Convention on Cimate Change
schedul ed for Novenber 2000, which has on its agenda a di scussion of issues related to
| and-use, | and-use change and forestry;

9. Further requests the Executive Secretary to cooperate with the United
Nations Environnent Programme and the executive secretaries of other relevant
conventions, particularly the United Nations Framework Convention on dinate Change,
t he Convention on Biological Diversity and the Ransar Convention to facilitate the
exchange of scientific and technical infornation and experience in order to enhance the
| i nkages anong various scientific bodies and pronote efficiency in the reporting
requi renents of Parties under rel evant conventions;

10. Further requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of
the Parties at its fourth session on the inplenentation of this decision, bearing in
mnd the rel evant resol utions and/or decisions of the United Nations General Assenbly.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 18/ CCP. 3

Enhancenent of the participation of non-governnental organi zations
in the work of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling its decision 27/ COP. 1,

Recalling also the inportant role of the Parties in facilitating the
participation of non-governnental organizations, comunity-based organizations and
other civil society representatives fromall over the world, particularly from affected
devel opi ng countries, in the work of the Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zing the inportant rol e of non-governnental organizations, community-based
organi zations and other civil society representatives in inplenentati on of the United
Nati ons Convention to Conmbat Desertification

Acknowl edgi ng the need for inputs fromthe non-governmental actors in discussions
on issues related to inplenmentati on of the Convention

Acknow edgi ng al so that participation of non-governmental actors at all |evels
is a key to the successful inplenentation of the Convention

Concerned by the low | evel of participation of non-governmental organizations,
communi ty- based organi zati ons and other civil society representatives, particularly
from devel oping countries, at its third session

1. Wl comes the inportant contributions made by non-governmenta
organi zati ons, conmunity-based organi zati ons and other civil society representatives
during the two hal f-day open dial ogue sessions at its third session

2. I nvites non-governnental organizations, comunity-based organi zations and
other civil society representatives involved and interested in conbating
desertification and/or mtigating the effects of drought to participate in its
forthcom ng sessions;

3. Deci des that adequate tine shall be allowed at an appropriate point in the
agenda of its forthcom ng sessions for interactive dialogue, as well as coordinated
reporting by non-governnental organizations, comunity-based organi zati ons and ot her
civil society representatives on their activities in inplenmenting the Convention

4. Also decides that non-governnental organizations, comunity-based
organi zations and other civil society representatives shall be given opportunities to
express their coordinated views at its sessions and in nmeetings of its subsidiary
bodi es;

5. Invites the international community, particularly devel oped countries, to
provi de support for ensuring a greater participation of non-governmental organizations,
communi ty- based organi zati ons and other civil society representatives, particularly
from affected developing countries, in its future sessions, through bilatera
cooperation and/or through contributions to the Supplenmentary Fund adm ni stered by the
Convention secretari at;
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6. Also invites international devel opnent institutions and intergovernmenta
bodies to facilitate the participation of non-governmental organizations, comunity-
based organi zati ons and/or other civil society representatives in its future sessions.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 19/ CCP. 3

Consi deration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal ling decision 21/COP.2 on consideration of rule 47 of the rules of
procedur e,

Taking note of the draft text of rule 47, as anended by decision 21/ COP. 2¥,

1. Requests the President of the Conference of the Parties at its third
session to continue consultations on the outstanding issue related to rule 47 of the
rul es of procedure of the Conference of the Parties and to report on the result of his
consultations to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth session

2. Requeststhe secretariat to include consideration of this outstanding rule
of procedure on the agenda of its fourth session

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ 1CCD COP(3)/13, annex.
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Deci si on 20/ CCP. 3

Resol ution of questions of inplenentation
arbitration and conciliation procedures

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 27 of the Convention, which states that the Conference of the
Parties shall consider and adopt procedures and institutional mechanisns for the
resolution of questions that may arise with regard to the inplementation of the
Conventi on,

Recalling also article 28, paragraph 2(a), of the Convention, which refers to
arbitrati on procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an annex as
soon as practicabl e,

Recalling further article 28, paragraph 6, of the Convention, which refers to
conciliation procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties in an annex as
soon as practicabl e,

1. Deci des, in accordance with articles 27 and 28 of the Convention, to
convene during its fourth session an open-ended ad hoc group of experts to exam ne and
make recommendations, taking into account the docunents prepared by the secretariat?
and in light of the progress of the negotiations on the sane matters in other relevant
envi ronment al conventions, on the follow ng issues:

(a) Procedures for resolution of questions of inplenentation
(b) Annex on arbitration procedures;
(c) Annex on conciliation procedures;

2. Invites Parties to comrunicate their views to the secretariat by
31 May 2000 in witing on howto take this natter forward;

3. Requeststhe secretariat to conpile these views for consideration by the
Conference of the Parties at its fourth session

4. Further requests the secretariat to update the information contained in
the reports referred to in paragraph 1, as necessary, to reflect the progress achieved
inthis area in other relevant conventions, and prepare new docunents for consideration
at its fourth session.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ 1 CCD/ COP(3)/7, | CCDI COP(3)/18.
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Deci si on 21/ COP. 3

Report on the Round Table of Parlianentarians

The Conference of the Parti es,

Having heard the presentation of the Declaration by Menbers of Parlianment
regardi ng the process of inplenentation of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification, made by Senator G ant Chaprmann reporting on the outconme of the Round
Tabl e of Parlianentarians, which took place in Recife on 22 and 23 Novenber 1999 and
whi ch saw the participation of 39 Parlianentarians from 28 countri es,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the Declaration

2. Decides to include the Declaration as an annex to the report of the
Conference of the Parties on its third session

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 22/ COP. 3

Date and venue of the fourth session
of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification,

Recal ling al so General Assenbly resolution 40/243 of 18 Decenber 1985,

1. Decidesthat the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties shall be
held in Bonn, Germany, the site of the Convention secretariat from 16 to 27 Cctober
2000, in the event that no Party nakes an offer to host that session and neet the
addi tional financial cost;

2. Invites the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Bureau to
accommodat e, by 29 February 2000, any offer froma Party to host the fourth session

3. Request sthe Executive Secretary to take the necessary measures to prepare
for the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999
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Deci si on 23/ CCP. 3

Credentials of representatives of Parties
to the third session of the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification

The Conference of the Parti es,

Havi ngconsi dered the report? on credentials of the Bureau of the third session
of the Conference of the Parties and the recommendati on contai ned therein

Approvesthe report on credentials submtted by the Bureau of the third session
of the Conference of the Parties.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999

1/ See also part | of this report and | CCD/ COP(3)/ 19/ Rev. 1.
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I'1. RESCLUTI ON ADCPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Resol ution 1/COP. 3

Expression of gratitude to the Governnment and people of Brazil

The Conference of the Parti es,

Having net in Recife from 15 to 26 Novenber 1999 at the invitation of the
Gover nnent of Brazil,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Governnent of Brazil, to the State
of Pernanbuco and to the cities of Recife and Ainda for having nade it possible for
the third session of the Conference of the Parties to be held in Recife and for the
excellent facilities so graciously placed at its disposal;

2. Request st he Covernnent of Brazil to convey to the State of Pernanmbuco and

to the people of Brazil the gratitude of the Parties to the Convention for the
hospitality and warm wel conre extended to the partici pants.

12t h pl enary
26 Novenber 1999



