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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the comunication of information
and review of inplenentation, the Conference of the Parties (COP):

(a) Encouraged rel evant or gans, funds and programmes  of t he
United Nations system as well as other intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, to provide information, as appropriate, on their activities in
support of the preparation and inplenmentation of action progranmes under the
Convention; the information provided should include sumaries, in principle not
exceedi ng four pages;

(b) Encouraged Parties to make full use of the expertise of conpetent
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in the preparation and
di ssem nation of relevant information;

(c) Requested that reports be submtted to the secretariat at |east six
nmonths prior to the session at which they are to be revi ewed;

(d) Requested the secretariat to conpile the information provided by
organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations system as well as other
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, on neasures taken or
pl anned to support the inmplenentation of the Convention.

2. By decision 4/COP.3, paragraph 1(a)(iv) and (d), and recalling decisions
9/COP.1 and 2/COP.2 on its progranme of work and 10/COP.1 on review of the
i mpl enentation of the Convention, the Conference of the Parties, at its third
sessi on:

(a) Decided to include in the agenda of its fourth session the review
of information provided by relevant organs, funds and progranmes of the
United Nations system as well as by other intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations, on their activities 1in support of the preparation and
i mpl ementation of action programmes under the Conventi on;

(b) Decided to include in the agenda of its fourth session the review
of available information regarding the financing of Convention inplenentation
by multilateral agencies and institutions, including information on the

activities of the dobal Environment Facility concerning desertification that
relate to its four focal areas, as specified in article 20, paragraph 2(b) of
t he Conventi on;

(c) Invited the relevant organs, funds and programmes of the
United Nations system and other intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, to report on neasures taken to assist action programmes of those
af fected devel oping country Parties reporting for the session.

[1. SYNTHESI S OF | NFORVATI ON CONTAI NED | N THE REPCORTS SUBM TTED

3. Pursuant to decisions 4/COP.3 and 5/ COP. 3, the secretariat sent rem nders
to organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations system and to accredited
i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations, inviting them to subnit
their reports. The followi ng summari es have been prepared by the secretariat
based on contributions received up to the tine of finalization of this report.
Non- governmental organi zations nostly channelled their reports through their
nati onal focal points directly into their respective national reports. Further
contributions received will also be made available in due tine to COP
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A.  Oogans., funds and programmes of the United Nations system

Department of Public Information

4, During the reporting period, the United Nations Radi o covered the question
of desertification in its news bulletins and magazines on current affairs, in
vari ous | anguages. It produced 8 mmgazine and 12 feature programmes on the

subj ect of desertification, and provi ded extensive coverage, in particular during
the third session of COP to UNCCD. The Video Section produced the Wrld
Chronicle progranmes, and a total of 267 press rel eases on desertification were
i ssued regarding the follow ng regions: Asia: 12, Latin America: 8, Caribbean:
46; and other affected country Parties: 201

United Nations Environment Programre

5. UNEP support to the inplenentation of the Convention in Latin America and
the Caribbean included the signing of a Menobrandum of Understanding with the
UNCCD secretariat in 1998, and of a host agreenent with the UNCCD secretariat
and the Governnent of Mexico in 1999, for the establishnment and operation of the
UNCCD Regi onal Coordination Unit (RCU).

6. UNEP and the UNCCD secretariat agreed to develop a joint annual work
programme for the Unit within the franework of the Regional Action Progranme and
the activities approved by country Parties of the region in their annual
meet i ngs. In particular, support has been provided to the follow ng regiona
priorities identified by country Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean:
a regional information network; establishnent and operation of RCU; indicators
nmodel for a dryland ecosystem in Latin Anerica; harnonization of public
policies; technical support to regional and interregional neetings; technica
assistance to develop and inplenent a project proposal for the sustainable
devel opnent and managerment of priority watersheds in Central Anerica as well as
of the Gran Chaco Anericano; technical assistance for the inplenentation of the
Africa-Latin Anerica and the Caribbean Platform of cooperation; and technica
support for a coordination neeting leading to the elaboration of national and
regi onal reports.

7. In this framework, UNEP conmitted financial support in kind for 1999 of
a total anpbunt of US$121,500, as well as financial support for the
i mpl enentation of the Regional Action Programme for a total of US$50,000. Up
to 2000, UNEP has provided financial support in kind and cash totalling
US$78, 500 for the operation of RCU and support of the el aboration of national
subregi onal and regional reports to COP 4.

8. In Asia, UNEP contributed US$45, 000 in 1999 towards the establishment of
the Asia UNCCD Regional Coordination Unit in Bangkok, as well as assistance to
country Parties of the region for the preparation of national reports to COP 4.
UNEP al so provided technical and substantive support in organizing the Duba
I nternational Conference on Desertification (2000).

United Nations Devel opment Programre

9. UNDP has taken several neasures in support of UNCCD i nplenentation in Asia
and Latin Anerica and the Caribbean through its various programes and
specialized units. These include support through UNDP country offices, the

Ofice to Conmbat Desertification and Drought (UNSO), and/or other UNDP
progranmmes and funds. Several UNDP country offices have allocated significant
resources as an integral part of the country programes to support the
i mpl ementation of National Action Progranmes (for exanple, Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, China, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Kuwait, Lebanon, N caragua, Paki stan,
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Peru and Syrian Arab Republic). A nunber of UNDP country offices have assigned
techni cal advisors as focal points for environnental issues including follow up
on UNCCD matters.

10. UNSO is the main UNDP unit responsible for pronoting dryland devel opnent
in affected countries and for nmminstreanming dryland issues in other UNDP
progranmes and initiatives. UNSO manages the UNDP Trust Fund to Conbat

Desertification and Drought. Since 1995 US$18 nillion have been nobilized for
UNCCD i npl enentation. To date, over 50 affected UNDP programre countries have
benefited fromfinancial and technical support to CCD inplenmentation at national
and subregional |evels. In addition, UNSO is supporting key thematic areas
i ncl udi ng Drought Preparedness and Mtigation (DPM, Environnental Information
Systens (EIS) and gender nmminstream ng focusing on strengthening the role of
wonen.

11. UNDP operates through a nunber of additional instrunents: the UNDP
country programes (Country Cooperation Franeworks) and the United Nations
system w de coordi nation mechanismi.e. United Nations Devel opnment Assistance
Framewor k (UNDAF); assistance to the | east devel oped countries to prepare papers
for their round tables and the Human Devel opnent reports. Besides UNDP country
programes and support through UNSO there are a range of special programes and
funds that include dryland devel opnent objectives in their activities. These
include the UNDP dobal Environment Facility (CGEF), UNDP/GEF Snmall Grants
Programme, Capacity 21, the United Nations Capital Devel opnent Fund (UNCDF) and

ot hers. In supporting CCD inplenentation, UNDP/UNSO is collaborating with
institutions such as UNEP; FAO the World Bank; the d obal Mechanism the GEF
secretariat; national and international non-governnmental organizations. The

report of UNDP includes considerations on key challenges facing the countries.

12. In Asia, UNDP is supporting dryland devel opnment in nore than 22 countries
through its various programmes and initiatives as indicated above. |In Western
Asia, UNDP/UNSO has initiated a programe (US$1.8 nmllion), to support the
i mpl ementation of the CCD in Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Mbrocco, Syrian Arab
Republic, Yenmen, and the Palestinian Territory. UNDP country programmes have
allocated US$1.2 million in Iran (lIslamic Republic of) and US$237,662 in the
Syrian Arab Republic to support CCD inplenentation. UNDP/UNSO is al so providing
support to the Western Asia Subregional Action Progranmme (SRAP) process.

13. In Central and Eastern Asia, UNDP/UNSO has been supporting dryland
devel opnent in China, India, Mngolia and Pakistan. In the countries of the
Commonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S), UNDP/UNSO has provided technical and
financial support to National Action Programme (NAP) processes in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turknenistan and Uzbeki stan. Special attention has been
given to stakeholder participation including capacity-building for |ocal
comuni ti es and non-governnental organizations on CCD related issues. UNDP is
a partner in the Regional Action Programme (RAP) process, particularly offering
assi stance to nonitoring and assessnment and the devel opnent of indicators.

14. A nunber of UNDP programres and units have been supporting dryland
devel opnent activities in Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean. UNDP is
supporting dryland devel opment in nore than 19 countries in Latin America and
the Cari bbean through various UNDP programres and initiatives including country
programmes as indicated above. In South Anerica, UNDP/UNSO has provided
techni cal and financial assistance to the NAP processes in Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras

Ni caragua, Paraguay and Peru, for some of these countries in collaboration with
the Inter-American Devel opnent Bank. In Mexico, UNDP/UNSO has provided
techni cal and financial assistance to awareness raising, capacity-building of
civil society, and gender mainstream ng of the NAP process. Also relevant is
t he special progranmme focusing on small Caribbean island states. Assistance has
been provided to i nnovative resource nobilization such as debt swap for the NAP
processes. To bol ster and conpl enent the NAP processes, UNDP/ UNSO has supported
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the Chaco and Puna SRAP processes financially and technically. UNDP/ UNSO has
al so assisted the UNCCD secretariat in the preparation and organi zati on of one
subregional as well as five regional conferences for Central Anerica and the
Cari bbean.

United Nations Popul ati on Fund

15. As lead United Nations agency for population in the followup of the
International Conference on Population and Devel opnent (ICPD+5) and as task
manager for popul ation/denpgraphics at the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronment and Devel opnent (UNCED) and foll owup inplenentation of Agenda 21,
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has worked towards holistic
approaches for the integration of population wth devel opnent strategies,
enhanced sexual and reproductive health, and greater advocacy for reproductive
rights, gender equity and equality towards an enabling social environment that
is sustainable and with a priority to eradicate poverty.

16. UNFPA assistance to strengthen national <capacity for sustainable
devel opnent and environnent and popul ation issues is carried out mainly through
country programes that include conponents to enhance policy planning, service
and advocacy related activities. To advance the goals and objectives of those
i nked areas of | CPD+5, UNCED and UNCCD, UNFPA worked very closely with partners
in the United Nations systemin global and regional offices and through inter-
agency foruns and rel ated progranmes of several United Nations organizations.

17. Assi stance has been provided at the country as well as regional levels to
support holistic planning and analysis capacity, in particular, for long-term
sustainability, to the regional Commissions, training institutions and
initiatives and consortiuns with targeted focus, such as food vulnerability,
forest nmanagenent, to highlight the interrelationships of population and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent including the environnent, water and desertification.

United Nations University

18. In its report, UNU recalled in particular its activities in the Asian
region, including the developnment of a network of scholars, researchers and
scientists on |and-degradation issues, in collaboration with the Internationa
Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), FAO the UNCCD
secretariat, UNEP and UNESCO In this framework, a series of workshops have
been organi zed since 1998, and are pl anned through the years 2000 and 2001

Wor |l d Food Programme

19. In its report, WP highlighted that its 1994-2000 activities in support
of conbating desertification in Latin America and the Caribbean benefited a
total of nearly 200,000 persons. Activities included enmergency assistance for
famlies affected by “El N fio” or by Hurricane Mtch, as well as support for
food security inmprovenent for poor rural famlies in the dry zones. Projects
i nclude soil conservation and reforestati on conmponents, as well as agricultura
rehabilitation and prevention of floods and drought.

20. WFP activities in Western Asia included support to participatory |and
i mprovenent, reforestation, sustainable range |and nmanagenent, as well as
devel oprment of economic activities that conbine incone enhancenent of rural poor
and envi ronmental conservati on.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
21. FAO support to the inplementation of UNCCD in the Asia region and the

Pacific focused mainly on the provision of technical support to nationa
progranmes in particular in China and in Iran (Islamc Republic of), as well as
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to the regional thematic networks TPN1, TPN2 and TPN3. In addition, FAO
continued to inplement nunerous activities directly related to conbating
desertification, including 20 field projects muinly addressing soi
conservation, water managenent and agroforestry, in close collaboration with the
main national, regional and international institutions concerned. FAO al so

provided technical assistance to regional networks, developed training
programes and prepared several technical publications.

22. In the region of Western Asia (Near East and North Africa), FAO field
programes consi sted of alnbst 100 projects and progranmes, including regiona
(inter-country) projects in 15 countries, of which a third were nationally
execut ed. FAO al so supported country initiatives aimed at linking country
Parties of UNCCD (annex IV) to other Mediterranean countries. Such initiatives
i ncl ude, anmong others, efforts to inprove synergy between three United Nations
Conventions (UNCCD, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the
United Nations Franework Convention on Clinmate Change (UNFCCC).

23. FAO support to the inplenentation of UNCCD in the Latin America and the
Cari bbean regi on concerned mainly the provision of technical support to nationa
progranmes in Bolivia, Chile, Mexico, Peru, as well as to regional networks
wor ki ng on desertification issues; inplenentation of a survey of institutions
and networks, in collaboration with the UNEP;, preparation of a database on
successful technol ogi es on desertification control; and preparation of technica
publications and training courses. FAO provided technical support to regiona
meetings organized by the UNCCD secretariat and other United Nations and
i ntergovernmental organizations, and it continued to inplement activities
directly related to conbat desertification including, for exanple, 29 field
proj ects.

24, FAO support to UNCCD included support to the d obal Mechanism the UNCCD
secretariat and the Cormittee on Science and Technol ogy (CST). FAO established
an ad hoc interdepartnental working group on desertification with the aim of
har noni zi ng FAO support to the UNCCD process. This group started to conpile
existing statistical data related to drylands, l|aunched a Wb site on
desertification, participated in discussions on benchmarks and indicators, and
prepared the draft design of an “Overall assessnent of desertification” (QAD).
As regards institutional arrangenents, a nenorandum of understanding (M)
bet ween FAO and the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment (IFAD) was
signed. A nenorandum of cooperation (MOC) between FAO and the CCD secretari at
was al so signed.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

25. The activities of UNESCO in conmbating desertification are carried out in
the fields of its conmpetence, especially in science and education. Wth the
support of Italy and Switzerland, and in close collaboration with the UNCCD
secretariat, UNESCO is preparing environmental education kits on conbating
desertification for teachers of primary schools, especially those in
desertification-affected countries. The environnental education kits include
case studies on real situations drawing on the experience of desertification-
affected States Parties worldwi de, as comunicated to UNESCO and UNCCD by
national focal points, non-governnental organizations and other accredited
st akehol ders. The kits will be produced in English, French and Spani sh.

26. Wth regard to science, UNESCO the UNCCD secretariat and desertification-
affected country parties cooperate in building up the required scientific
capacity in countries for the effective devel opnent of the Convention. Thi s
i ncludes, inter alia, capacity-building in the formof training courses, field
studies and UNESCO University Chairs, such as the one at the University of
Yar mouk (Jordan) on Desertification. Enphasis is put on in situ conservation
and the ecosystem approach being devel oped by the Convention on Biological
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Di versity. Such efforts are carried out in particular in areas adjacent to
protected areas, such as buffer and transition zones of Biosphere Reserves under
the "Man and the Bi osphere (MAB) Programe" and sites inscribed on the list of
the World Heritage Convention for which UNESCO provides the secretariat.

27. The problem of water managenent in drylands is addressed by the
I nternational Hydrol ogical Programe (IHP) of UNESCO with a view to ensuring
sust ai nabl e use of freshwater resources. Traditional means of water retention
and harvesting as well as other forms of traditional know edge and practices to
conbat desertification are being addressed by several scientific progranmes of
UNESCO, in particular the IHP, the MAB Programe and the Programme on Managenent
of Social Transformations (MOST). The results will directly benefit deserti-
fication and drought-affected countries.

Worl d Meteorol ogi cal Organi zati on

28. Since 1994, WMO has organized/co-sponsored a nunber of activities
supporting the inplenentation of UNCCD. The Thirteenth World Meteorol ogica

Congress (Geneva, May 1999) further expressed its support for the continuing
col l aboration and inplenentation of activities in support of the Convention

including the provision of appropriate scientific and technical support.

29. The fight against drought and desertification receives high priority in
the Long-term Plan of WMO, particularly under the Agricultural Meteorology
Progranme, the Hydrology and Water Resources Programe and the Technica
Cooperation Programre. WMO continues to actively involve the nationa
Met eorol ogical and Hydrological Services (NVHSs) and the regional and
subregi onal neteorological centres and other bodies in the inprovenent of
hydrol ogical and neteorological networks and strategies for systematic
observation, exchange and analysis of data, and nonitoring of droughts; in
assisting in the transfer of know edge and technol ogy; and in strengthening and
intensifying research on the interactions between climte, the hydrol ogica
regime and desertification. Furthernore, the twelfth session of the Commi ssion
for Agricultural Meteorology (CAgM Xl 1) examined the relevant articles of the
Convention and established a Wrking Goup on Assessing the Inpact of
Desertification, Drought and other Extrene Meteorological Events to advise,
anong other things, on nmatters relating to the inplenentation of UNCCD

30. In this framework, WMO participated in the Consortium of Partners approved
by COP 1 to carry out a survey and evaluation of existing networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies, as well as in a nunber of regional and
i nterregi onal neetings.

31. The support of WMO to the inplenentation of UNCCD includes financia

support of Swk 20,000 for the preparation of national reports by affected
Parties of Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean and Eastern Europe. WO al so
contributed to capacity-building initiatives in the devel oprent of Nationa

Action Programmes and to information and awareness raising efforts through its
own publications, as well as by supporting the reproducti on of UNCCD i nfornation
docunent ati on. WMO also continued to second a senior expert to the UNCCD
secretariat and provided support for hiring a general staff nenber to support
the activities of the UNCCD secretariat.

32. Activities in Asia, Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, as well as in other
af fected countries, include various senminars and workshops at the national
regional and interregional |evels, supported and/or organized by WWOwith a view
in particular to reaching an integrated approach for the prevention and
mtigation of environnmental disasters.
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United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization

33. UNI DO highlights that its activities are only indirectly associated with
conbating desertification. For exanple, providing jobs in rural areas may tend
to reduce encroachnent by contributing to nore permanent settlenents; increasing
rural incomes mght tend to support noves to replace fuelwod as the nmgjor
source of household cooking fuel by nore environmentally sustainable
alternatives. Simlar processes mght apply to nore sustainable uses of other
natural resources.

B. |Intergovernnental organizations
Eur opean Community
34. EC funded projects relevant to addressing |and degradation and
desertification in regions other than Africa for a total of approximtely
83 mllion. The mpjority of such activities range fromsoil stabilization and

regeneration to water nanagenment, reforestation and training. No direct support
was provided for the elaboration or inplenentation of National and Regiona
Action Programmes, as no direct request was received in this regard. The report
hi ghlights that all activities have been and are being carried out in accordance
with the principles laid dowmn in the Convention as regards in particular the
bottom up approach, the participation of non-governnental and comunity-based
organi zati ons and the enhancenent of the role of wonen.

35. Part nership arrangenments with the European Comunity have been signed by
30 countries in Asia and Latin America and 11 in the Southern and Eastern
Medi t erranean over the past 20 years at a bilateral or regional level. These
agreenents provide, anmong other things, for cooperation on sustainable
devel opnent and environmental protection. They have matching funding
i nstrunents: ALA Funds for Asia and Latin Anerica and MEDA Funds for the
Medi terranean (collectively referred to as ALA-MED), for approxinmately

295 mllion in the period 1990-1999. O her budget lines are also avail able

in particular for the pronotion of sustainable developnent in devel oping
countries, or for specific programmes such as LIFE and TACIS for action in the
Medi terranean and in the Central Asian republics.

36. Scientific and technol ogical cooperation with countries outside the
Eur opean Uni on focused, anpng other things, on the conservation and sustai nabl e
use of natural resources. Since 1990, there have been over 70 research projects
i nvol ving the devel opi ng countries, many of which are in Asia, Latin Anerica and
in the Mediterranean. In addition, all regions of the world benefit from
coordi nated research projects carried out directly by the European Comm ssion
through its Joint Research Centre (JRC) at the Space Applications Institute in
Ispra (ltaly). These activities focus on the use of satellite imagery for
environmental nonitoring and managenent. Many are directly relevant to
desertification issues.

37. EC devel opnent cooperation in Asia since the late 1980s has had
environmental conponents, particularly reforestation, better managenent of
forest resources and fire-preventi on nmeasures. Ten projects have been co-funded
in the drylands since the early 1990s with the respective Governments under the
ALA agreenents, nostly in India.

438 In Central and East Asia and in the Pacific, the Comunity’s interventions
have focused on water resource nmnagement and inprovenment in agricultura
productivity. In south-east Asia the Comunity’s attention has been drawn to
set up fire-prevention neasures. Approximately 144 mllion were comitted to
anti-desertification projects in Asia between 1992 and 1999.
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39. Two rel evant projects have been funded under the main ALA Funds in Latin
Anerica for a total cost of 17 million, concerning integrated rural devel oprment
programmes in Chile and agricultural production of rural smallholders in
Ni car agua. Ei ght other projects relating to desertification control in Latin
Anerica have been financed under the Environnent and Tropical Forest budget
lines during the period 1990-1999 at just under 6m

42, The total anmpbunt committed to projects relevant to desertification and
bi odiversity in the Mediterranean was approximtely 130 mllion. Twenty-four
proj ects focusing on the nanagenent of water resources and renote sensing have
been funded over the past 10 years in the southern and eastern Mediterranean.
Support was provided to a network of universities undertaking research studies
or training in the managenent of environnentally sensitive arid zones
(Med- canpus project). A regional programe was |aunched in 1999 for Wstern
Asia at a cost of 4 mllion to control natural resources degradation and
desertification.

41. A framework Short and Medium Term Priority Environnental Action Progranme
(SMAP) for the region was |aunched in Novenber 1997. It has five priority
areas, one of which concerns desertification control. The sum of 810,310 was

all ocated fromthis programe in 1999 to conbating desertification.

42, The European Conmunity has contributed 60,000 to the CCD secretariat for
the organization of a W rkshop in Brussels on Iland degradation and
desertification in Central and Eastern Europe.

d obal Environnental Facility

43. The GEF report refers to "inplenenting the Action Plan on Land
Degradati on" and was submitted to the GEF Council in May 2000. It provides a
sunmary of progress CEF, its inplenmenting agencies, and other partners have made
in accelerating the devel opnent and i nplenentation of GEF eligible projects on
| and degradation prevention and control in Africa, Asia and Latin America and
the Caribbean, in response to a request of the Council to the Secretariat and
the inpl enenting agencies to help countries prepare project proposals in the GEF
focal areas that include |and degradati on neasures, consistent with the action
pl an. The report covers a three-nonth period and indicates action being
undertaken to accelerate activities already started, devel opnent of additiona

capacity to inplement the action plan, nmainstreamng |and-degradation issues
within the inplenenting agencies' programmes and devel opi ng new partnerships to
nore effectively address issues related to | and degradati on.

44, The CEF secretariat has established a new programre managenent team on
land and water that wll, anong other things, oversee the devel opnent of
activities related to land degradation. The new operational progranmes on
I nt egrated Ecosystem Managerment and the proposed Operational Programre on the
Conservation of Biodiversity Inportant to Agriculture will also expand the
opportunities for countries to better address issues related to |Iland
degradation. Followi ng the adoption of the action plan in Decenber 1999, the
GEF secretariat is currently actively involved, anmong others, in a dialogue with
the d obal Mechani sm of the Convention to Conbat Desertification and with the
UNEP in devel oping |and-degradation activities, as they relate to GEF foca
areas in West Africa

45, The report includes an updated list of GEF financed projects approved in
1999 with | and-degradation conponents in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Cari bbean, and Eastern Europe. The report also includes a synthesis of action
taken by each | nplementing Agency on their individual activities in inplenmenting
the action plan, focusing on operationalizing the |inkages between |and
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degradation and the GEF focal areas; strengthening public policy and enabling
environnment for addressing |and degradation; and engagi ng key stakehol ders and
enhancing the catalytic role of GEF in nobilizing additional resources for |and-
degradation activities through substantive partnerships.

C. Non-governnental organizations

Ar bei t sgruppe Desertifikation

46. Arbei t sgruppe Desertifikation is the Gernman network of non-governmental
organi zations on desertification. Its 38 menbers include non-government al
organi zations, private sector organizations and scientific institutions, and
they have undertaken activities ainmed at inproving strategic cooperation anpong
German actors; inplementing pilot projects in Africa to encourage the exchange
of information, programm ng and networking; undertaking research on Saharan
vegetative cover and soil surfaces; and pronoting the use of appropriate
t echnol ogi es.



