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Lead Team Consultant for international data experts to support 

UNCCD reporting 

 
Consultancy reference number: CCD/21/STI/77 

 

Background 

Desertification, land degradation and drought, along with climate change and the loss of biodiversity, 

were identified as the greatest challenges to sustainable development during the 1992 Rio Earth 

Summit. Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is 

the sole legally binding international agreement linking environment and development to sustainable 

land management. 

 

The UNCCD provides the foundation for its 196 country Parties and the European Union to work 

together to combat desertification, land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought; maintain and 

restore land and soil productivity, and improve the living conditions for people in drylands. Parties are 

required under the Convention to communicate, through the UNCCD secretariat, reports on measures 

undertaken to implement the Convention. The process of national reporting is an indispensable tool to 

bring forward effective planning and implementation of the Convention and the achievement of the 

strategic objectives at global and national levels. Due to advances in data and technology and in 

response to the political process undertaken by Parties designed to enhance the capacity of countries to 

collectively address desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD), the Convention’s approach 

to reporting continues to evolve. 

 

In 2017 the UNCCD Conference of the Parties (COP) adopted the UNCCD 2018−2030 Strategic 

Framework with five Strategic Objectives (SOs) and an underlying indicator and monitoring 

framework. In 2018 country Parties reported in a harmonized way on the trends in these indicators using 

the Performance Review and Assessment of Implementation System (PRAIS). The version of the 

platform used for 2018 reporting (PRAIS 3) has been upgraded. The new and improved PRAIS 4 system 

will make access to reporting data easier for country Parties, centralize all reporting data in one place 

and offer new geospatial data features. This will truly be a demonstration of how Big Data coupled with 

cutting edge Information Technology systems and the power of the internet can make a real difference 

in assisting country Parties meet their reporting obligations.  

 

The reporting system will be pre-filled with default data to enhance country Parties ability to report. A 

key partner in the provision of default data to country Parties is Conservation International (CI) who 

have built a free, open-source platform called Trends.Earth1. This is a desktop QGIS plug-in and cloud-

based system for monitoring land change using earth observations that permits the calculation and 

analysis of land degradation indicators. The Trends.Earth tool currently allows Parties to compare 

default data sets with national data, conduct analysis and re-calculate, using standardized methods, SDG 

indicator 15.3.1 and its sub-indicators as required under the UNCCD and SDG reporting including inter 

alia the indicators SO 1-1 Trends in land cover, SO 1-2 Trends in land productivity or functioning of 

the land, SO 1-3 Trends in carbon stocks above and below grounds.  

 

As part of the capacity building for UNCCD reporting, technical assistance to all Parties through 

regional liaison offices will be provided throughout the reporting process. Consultants to backstop the 

 
1 https://trends.earth/docs/en/ 
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reporting process will be tasked with conducting and assisting in online webinars as well as becoming 

an essential part of the online Helpdesk that will be open for Parties to submit questions and queries. 

While the emphasis of this consultancy will be to scientifically backstop Parties in reporting, consultants 

will be fully engaged in other activities relating to ensuring that UNCCD Parties submit their national 

reports by the deadline and successfully complete the reporting process. 

 

Objective of consultancy 

The ultimate result of this service will be a tight network of technical assistance provided to all Parties 

during the reporting process so that reasonable queries by Parties are addressed within a 48-hour 

window. Consultants will need to use available online tools to reach out to Parties and service the 2022 

UNCCD reporting process thereby ensuring a high level of report submission by the due date 

 

Duties and Responsibilities  

Under the oversight of the Chief of Science, Technology and Innovation unit and the direct supervision 

from a designated Programme Officer belonging to the Science Technology and Innovation unit (STI), 

the consultant will be remotely engaged in the following tasks: 

 

• Undertake a briefing with UNCCD team and other international consultants before the 

commencement of the project to agree on ways of working and reporting; 

• Develop a strategic approach and methodology and prepare a work plan to undertake the 

assignment; 

• Undertake with the other international data consultants hired to support the reporting process a 

desk review of available methodological documents, namely the Good Practice Guidance for 

SDG Indicator 15.3.1, the Good Practice Guidance for National Reporting on UNCCD 

Strategic Objective 3 and the reporting manual for 2022 reporting process, and participate in 

working sessions to review / familiarize themselves with the methodology for each indicator;  

• Serve as the Team leader to guide the work of the international consultants in assisting Parties 

in the preparation of national reports;  

• Assist directly but also through the coordination of the other international data consultants 

countries in learning to report online for the first time through PRAIS 4 by providing technical 

guidance on data entry to the reporting forms, using the spatial data viewer, uploading and 

downloading files and operating the report draft and revisioning system including tracking and 

responding to reviewer’s comments through a dedicated review tool. 

• Assist directly but also through the coordination of the other international data consultants 

countries in achieving a good understanding of the reporting requirements, indicators and data, 

including by supporting default data interpretation and verification, if need be, assisting Parties 

experiencing difficulties to prepare national estimates, e.g., by using the Trends.Earth software 

for the re-calculation of the indicators; 

• Respond directly to queries received through the UNCCD online helpdesk services within the 

service request deadline and assist in the compilation of FAQs to optimize service provided 

and organize responses with the assistance of the other regional data consultants on the more 

complex cases; 

• Monitor the reporting process in a number of agreed upon Parties and liaises with Parties where 

needed to encourage reporting according to the UNCCD modalities and schedule.  

• Organize, where appropriate, in liaison with the regional liaison office online webinars and 

service the webinars as a key presenter along with other consultants and secretariat and Global 

Mechanism staff;  

• Prepare and actively share and disseminate capacity building material pertaining to reporting; 

• Administer national reports through PRAIS  4, including by operating the reviewer’s comment 

thread to track comments made on the Parties national report 

https://www.unccd.int/publications/good-practice-guidance-sdg-indicator-1531-proportion-land-degraded-over-total-land
https://www.unccd.int/publications/good-practice-guidance-sdg-indicator-1531-proportion-land-degraded-over-total-land
https://www.unccd.int/publications/good-practice-guidance-national-reporting-unccd-strategic-objective-3-mitigate-adapt
https://www.unccd.int/publications/good-practice-guidance-national-reporting-unccd-strategic-objective-3-mitigate-adapt
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• Conduct an in-depth technical review/quality assurance of national reports to assess 

transparency, consistency, comparability, and accuracy in reported data and methods, as well 

as how well country Parties have adhered to the methodological document of reference. 

Coordinate the other international consultants during this exercise 

• Submit a final monitoring report, covering the number of Parties that he/she was assigned to 

and highlighting obstacles encountered, lessons learned and issues to be improved. 

 

Deliverables 

The key deliverables are: 

✓ Work plan and approach of how to undertake the assignment. 

✓ Monthly brief syntheses on activities undertaken by the group of international consultants 

highlighting possible bottlenecks. 

✓ Report template for the capacity building webinars conducted for UNCCD reporting 

✓ Ensure coherence of webinar reports produced by the other international consultants  

✓ Protocol for the technical review of national reports based on the basis of the guidelines 

prepared by the secretariat and guide international consultants through the process. 

✓ Assistance provided to Parties through the Helpdesk and / or other means such as email, MS 

teams conferences etc. on an agreed upon indicator or clusters of indicators.  

✓ Final summary report 

 

Requirements  

• Advanced university degree (Master’s degree or equivalent) in data science, environmental 

science, natural resource management or a related field. A first-level university degree in 

combination with qualifying experience may be accepted in lieu of the advanced university 

degree.  

• A minimum of ten years of relevant experience in Geographical Information systems (GIS) and 

remote sensing applications.  

• Experience in processing, managing and analyzing geospatial data in the land domain, 

including spatial and multi-temporal analysis of land cover, land productivity, soil organic 

carbon stocks and/or drought.  

• Experience with human population data would be an advantage.  

• Experience in geodata processing software (e.g. QGIS); familiarity with Trends.Earth would 

be an advantage.  

• Experience supporting cross-functional teams and collaborating with stakeholders in support 

of Big Data initiatives. 

• For this consultancy fluency in English language (both oral and written) is required. 

 
Contractual terms  

This contract shall run for five (5) months over the period of 9 months starting November/December 

2021. This consultancy is homebased. All products resulting from this contractual arrangement are the 

exclusive property of the UNCCD. 

 

Submission of application 

Applications should be submitted by e-mail to staffing@unccd.int with a UNCCD Personal History 

Form2 , CV and cover letter, specifying the reference number): CCD/21/STI/77 

 

 
2 UNCCD P-11 form in electronic fill-in .pdf OR .docx format available: https://www.unccd.int/about-

us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd 

https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
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The deadline for applications is 19 November 2021. Only applications submitted by the deadline will 

be considered.  

 

Due to the volume of applications received, receipt of applications cannot be acknowledged 

individually. Please address your application as indicated above and please do not address or copy your 

application to an individual at the Secretariat or Global Mechanism. Candidates who do not receive any 

feedback within three months of the deadline should consider their application as unsuccessful. 
Date of issuance: 05 November 2021 

 


