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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Consultant for Feature Film on Land Restoration 
 

Consultancy reference number: CCD/21/COMMS/89 
 

Background  

Since 2015, close to 130 countries have expressed interest in setting voluntary national targets to reverse 

land degradation in the hotspot areas. So far, about  100 countries have set the targets that add up to an 

estimated 450 million hectares, of which 250 million hectares are improvements that will be made on 

agricultural land, according to a recent independent report. 

UNCCD is looking for an experienced documentary film producer to explore the viability of developing 

and commissioning a documentary/feature film on the benefits of land restoration to inspire and 

mobilize rapid action globally as the decade on Ecosystem Restoration gets under way. 

The purpose of the project is to develop and feature human-interest stories that speak to the hearts and 

minds of people everywhere by showing that it is not only possible to restore 1 billion hectares of land  

in the coming decade, but heroic and possibly this generation defining visual legacy. 

 

Objective of consultancy 

Comprehensive feature film proposal on land restoration that developer will use to solicit funds; a 

minimum of three human interest stories of the people/communities to be featured; a trailer of the 

proposed feature film to market the idea. 

 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

 

Consult with UNCCD on the overall design of the project: 

a) Agree on the publication objectives, propose the process, timeline, expected outputs and 

products. 

b) The countries and thematic issues or programs to be covered. 

2. Research and plan where and how the stories will be gathered, including: 

c) The targeted number of women and youth to be featured  

d) Clarify the visual products to be generated for each story (for example, the number of 

photographs per story, 2-minute video-features, scope and duration of raw footage for each actor, facts 

and data about the target community). 

e) Prepare a project plan and travel dates to each of the countries. 

3. Propose communities and countries where the stories could gathered, including the template to 

be used to get consent from minor and people with special needs. 

4. Organize regular meetings to share progress on the work and solicit feedback from UNCCD 

staff. At a minimum, four meetings will be held the with the UNCCD project team, including the 

introductory and project closing meetings, and half-way through the project. 

5. Gather the short stories, review, edit and package the visuals, films and b-roll footage in ready-

to-use formats  

6. Prepare the documentary film project proposal and where feasible, a trailer and recommended 

actions for its realization. 

7. Submit a final package of the edited high-quality feature stories and photographs with the 

additional accompanying communication products, such as resolution b-rolls (max 10 minutes for each 

story), stakeholder quotes, verbal consent forms for minors and people with special needs, facts and 

figures on the potential number of beneficiaries from the featured projects. Final products must be fact-

checked and properly referenced and sources credited. 
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8. Submit a 2-page report maximum with recommendations and information about challenges and 

lessons learned for future action, including input to facilitate better commissioning of stories the future. 

 

Deliverables 

Research proposal on the viability of producing an inspiring documentary film on global land 

restoration, with options for financing and distribution of the film, and a trailer if appropriate; 

• Three to five short inspiring films of change agents (case studies) involved in land restoration 

in different parts of the world, who could be the protagonists in the films. 

• High quality film footage and visual materials that speak to the benefits and/or potential impact 

of land restoration for people and the planet for use in UNCCD’s public outreach, campaigns and media 

activities. 

 

Note: The final products, including the b-roll footage produced, will be wholly owned by the UNCCD 

together with the Contractee. The use of raw materials gathered by the contractor for the production of 

their own work is acceptable as long as it does not constitute more than 50 percent of the substance in 

the new products. 

 

Contractual terms 

This is individual consultancy and only applications received by the individuals will be accepted. 

Contract shall run for 6 (six) months starting as soon as possible. This individual consultancy is 

homebased.  

 

Requirements 

• Bachelor's degree in journalism, languages or social or natural sciences. Additional formal 

training and certification in documentary film production is an advantage.  

• At least 10 years’ experience as a feature or documentary film producer is required.  

• Experience in pitching and commissioning commercial documentary and feature films is 

required.  

• Experience working with global film distribution networks is essential.  

• Experience working with an international organization is desirable. 

• For this consultancy fluency in English is required. Knowledge of another UN Official 

language is advantage. 

 

Special notice 

Only individuals who can act as independent, individual economical operators are qualified to apply. 

Individuals who can provide their services only on account of an institution or enterprise not in their 

individual capacity are not eligible under this procedure.  

 

Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 

under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations Secretariat and will not be entitled to 

benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). Their conditions 

of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for the Services 

of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultant and individual contractor is responsible for 

determining tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in accordance with local or 

other applicable laws. 

 

Submission of application 

Applications should be submitted by e-mail to staffing@unccd.int with a UNCCD Personal History 

Form1 , CV and cover letter, specifying the reference number: CCD/21/COMMS/89. 

 
1 UNCCD P-11 form in electronic fill-in .pdf OR .docx format available: https://www.unccd.int/about-

us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd 

https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
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The deadline for applications is 09 December 2021. Only applications submitted by the deadline and 

with complete documentation will be taken into consideration. 

 

Due to the volume of applications received, receipt of applications cannot be acknowledged 

individually. Please address your application as indicated above and please do not address or copy your 

application to an individual at the Secretariat or Global Mechanism. Candidates who do not receive any 

feedback within three months of the deadline should consider their application as unsuccessful. 
Date of issuance: 02 December 2021 


