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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Senior Consultancy - Design of an operational guide for countries on 

Drought and LDN financing 

 
Consultancy reference number: CCD/22/GM/C/06 

 

Background  

Desertification/land degradation and drought (DLDD) are challenges of a global dimension. They 

contribute to and aggravate economic, social and environmental problems such as poverty, poor health, 

lack of food security, biodiversity loss, water scarcity, reduced resilience to climate change and forced 

migration. They continue to pose serious challenges to the sustainable development of all countries, 

particularly affected countries. 

Addressing DLDD involve long-term integrated strategies that simultaneously focus on the improved 

productivity of land and the rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable management of land and water 

resources. 

In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Sustainable Development Goals, 

including goal 15, which aims to “protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss”. As the main expected result, it defines under target 15.3 to “combat desertification, 

restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive 

to achieve a land degradation-neutral world” by 2030. 

In October 2015, the 12th session of the Conference of Parties (COP 12) of the UNCCD defined Land 

Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and endorsed the concept as a strong vehicle for the implementation of 

the Convention and invited country parties to formulate national voluntary targets to achieve LDN and 

mainstream LDN Targets in national strategies and action plans.  

In September 2017, the 13th session of the COP emphasized the critical role of LDN Transformative 

Projects and Programmes (TPP) for the implementation of the Convention. This has been reaffirmed at 

the 14th session of the COP in New Delhi in September 2019. 

Along with this process, an increasing attention has been paid towards enhancing drought preparedness 

as seen in global commitments such as a High-level Meeting on National Drought Policy in Geneva; 

an UN-water initiative of capacity building regional workshops to support the development of national 

drought policies, and the development and adoption of the United Nations Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030.  

In this spirit, the UNCCD, during the 13th session of its Conference of Parties (COP 13), has called on 

countries, through the drought policy advocacy framework, to take a proactive approach to reduce the 

exposure and vulnerability of populations and ecosystems to drought hazards. Through its current 

Strategic Framework (2018–2030), the UNCCD is progressively sharpening its focus on drought risks 

and resilience. One of the five strategic objectives of the Framework is to “mitigate, adapt to and 

manage the effects of drought in order to enhance the resilience of vulnerable populations and 

ecosystems”, hence shifting the UNCCD focus on proactive drought risk management emphasizing 

‘prevention’ and ‘preparedness.’ This, for example, promoted the adoption of the UNCCD Drought 

Resilience, Adaptation and Management Policy (DRAMP) framework.  

At the 14th Conference of Parties of the UNCCD (COP 14), through the Decision 23/COP.14, Parties 

called for the establishment of an intergovernmental working group (IWG) on effective policy and 

implementation measures for addressing drought under the UNCCD, with a view to presenting its 

findings and recommendations to Parties for their consideration at the 15th session of the Conference 
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of the Parties (COP 15). COP 14 further requested the GM identify potential and innovative financing 

instruments, based on clearly identified added value, for addressing drought, such as but not limited to, 

insurance products, bonds and microfinance, and to make available related information and guidance 

for facilitating the access of Parties to these instruments (Decision 23/COP.14).  

The Global Mechanism (GM) is the UNCCD’s institution mandated to assist countries in the 

mobilization of financial resources from the public and private sector for activities that prevent, control 

or reverse desertification, land degradation and drought. GM is assisting the countries in transitioning 

their LDN Targets and Drought plans into robust implementation.  

 

Objective of consultancy 

The objective of this consultancy is to design an operational guide for countries on Drought and LDN 

financing, including a set of technical documents/ or a technical document to support countries access 

LDN and Drought financing, at global, regional and national levels. 

 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

Under the overall supervision of the Managing Director of the Global Mechanism and under the direct 

supervision of the LDN and Land Restoration Programme Coordinator and the Drought Initiative 

Coordinator, and the guidance of the Team Lead of the Transformative Projects and Programmes (TPP), 

the consultant will be responsible for the following duties:  

- Analyse the LDN TSP thematic reports and National Drought Plans and other relevant plans, 

polices, strategies and initiatives contributing to achieving LDN and Drought preparedness and 

resilience, in order to provide an overview of the policy context around LDN and drought and 

identify needs and priorities expressed by countries.  

- Map institutional mechanisms and entry points at national level to mainstream LDN and drought 

resilience in the countries’ development plans for relevant sectors and financial planning 

frameworks, particularly, the National Sustainable Development Strategies (NSDS). 

- Review existing institutional gaps at national level in accessing LDN and drought finance, 

particularly from a public and private sector point of view. 

- Identify potential and innovative financing instruments for addressing LDN and drought, such as 

climate finance, domestic budgets and funding mechanisms, disaster risk finance, insurance 

products, bonds, and microfinance 

- Identify success factors and replicable best practices that has resulted in successful financing of 

LDN and drought initiatives at the country level. 

- Propose key criteria that should feature in land based, gender responsive, transformative projects 

aiming at achieving LDN and contributing to drought preparedness and resilience. 

- Propose recommendations for the promotion of private sector investments in LDN and drought.   

- Based on the outcomes from the above activities, develop operational guide for designing national 

drought and LDN financing strategies to assist country parties in financing their national drought 

plans and other relevant plans, policies, strategies and initiatives 

 

Deliverables 

Key deliverables are:  

✓ Methodology and workplan 

✓ Draft Operational guidelines on Drought and LDN financing: 1 month after the validation of 

the methodology and the workplan:  

✓ Final Operational guidelines on Drought and LDN financing: 1 month after receipt of the GM 

feedback on the draft version    

✓ Draft Practical learning modules: 2 months after the validation of the final version of the 

Operational guidelines on Drought and LDN financing 

✓ Final Practical learning modules: 1 month after receipt of the GM feedback on the draft version 
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Contractual terms 

The service of the selected consultant is estimated to be for a period of 8 months. This contract is based 

on deliverables and payment is defined by outputs. The consultancy is home based, part-time. Start 

date: as soon as possible. 

 

Requirements 

• Advanced university degree in environmental finance, environmental science, disaster risk 

reduction, agriculture, forestry, climate change, soil sciences, environmental economics, 

business development and management, public policy or related fields 

• A minimum of ten years of experience in natural resources management, Drought risk 

management, project development, development finance, climate finance, blended finance. 

• Extensive knowledge on LDN, land restoration and drought (risk assessment, risk modelling, 

risk finance, drought management, including methodologies for monitoring and assessing 

drought, early warning systems and risk mitigation measures)  

• Proven working experience as a lead role related to project management and other related areas. 

• Experience with private sector stakeholders is an asset  

• Experience on gender is an asset 

• For this consultancy excellent writing and oral fluency in English is required.  

 

Special notice 

Only individuals who can act as independent, individual economical operators are qualified to apply. 

Individuals who can provide their services only on account of an institution or enterprise not in their 

individual capacity are not eligible under this procedure.  

 

Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 

under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations Secretariat and will not be entitled to 

benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). Their conditions 

of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for the Services 

of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultant and individual contractor is responsible for 

determining tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in accordance with local or 

other applicable laws. 

 

Submission of application 

Applications should be submitted by e-mail to staffing@unccd.int with a UNCCD Personal History 

Form1 , CV and cover letter, specifying the reference number: CCD/22/GM/C/06. 

 

The deadline for applications is 06 February 2022. Only applications submitted by the deadline and 

with complete documentation will be taken into consideration. 

 

Due to the volume of applications received, receipt of applications cannot be acknowledged 

individually. Please address your application as indicated above and please do not address or copy your 

application to an individual at the Secretariat or Global Mechanism. Candidates who do not receive any 

feedback within three months of the deadline should consider their application as unsuccessful. 
Date of issuance: 21 January 2022 

 
1 UNCCD P-11 form in electronic fill-in .pdf OR .docx format available: https://www.unccd.int/about-

us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd 

https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd

