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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Restoration Industry Consultant 
 

Consultancy reference number: CCD/24/C/08 

Background  

Desertification, along with climate change and the loss of biodiversity were identified as the greatest 

challenges to sustainable development during the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. Established in 1994, the 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is the sole legally binding 

international agreement linking environment and development to sustainable land management. The 

Convention seeks to support countries to address Desertification, Land Degradation, and Drought 

(DLDD). (www.unccd.int ) 

 
The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is the annual international forum for the governments from 19 

industrialized countries and the European Union (EU). The G20 Leaders' Declaration, issued on 

Sunday, 22 November 2020, launched a "Global Initiative on Reducing Land Degradation and 

Enhancing Conservation of Terrestrial Habitats" (GLI). Building on existing initiatives and on a 

voluntary basis, the G20 countries share the ambition to achieve a 50 percent reduction in the amount 

of degraded land by 2040. 

 

Land and ecosystem restoration has gained global attention due to several factors including increased 

environmental awareness, recognition of its potential for climate change adaptation and mitigation, and 

its role in biodiversity conservation and disaster risk reduction. Initiatives like the Bonn Challenge and 

the Great Green Wall of Africa have further spurred interest and resources towards restoration efforts. 

Despite these efforts, the restoration sector faces challenges in operating at scale, with most activities 

historically being small-scale and charitable in nature. Recent initiatives such as the G20 Global Land 

Initiative and the new European Restoration law aim to change this by setting ambitious targets for land 

restoration. A study conducted in 2015 in the United States estimated the restoration economy's worth 

at $24 billion, supporting numerous jobs directly and indirectly. There's an opportunity to explore and 

promote the global restoration economy to support these ambitious goals, possibly through conceptual 

pieces presented to G20 leadership. The initiative is looking for a Restoration Industry expert to 

undertake a study on the economic potential of restoration and draft a comprehensive working paper 

that would help G20 Members have a good understanding of the emerging restoration industry and the 

potential of this and how it can contribute to their countries’ GDP. 

 

Objective of consultancy 

G20 Members have a good understanding of the emerging restoration industry and the potential of this 

and how it can contribute to their GDP. 

 

Duties and responsibilities  

1. Establish a narrative about the economic effects of restoration beyond the environmental 

benefits of the practice (i.e., ecosystem services, costs avoided, etc.), reviewing literature on 

the potential and measurable economic impacts.  

2. Define what activities constitutes the “restoration industry” based on the study in the United 

States but also consultations with other experts globally. General discussion of the different 

tasks that “restoration” can include, which then would help individual nations to define their 

restoration sector and the industries that could be characterized therein.  

3. Interview senior officials from  Environmental Restoration Business Association and other 

large restoration firms in the United States.  Other large actors involved in the US this 
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interview into additional interview(s) of industry are primarily environmental consulting 

companies, wherein restoration is a (relatively small, but growing) subset of their total 

revenue. 

4. Examine how the new initiatives on restoration, such as the UN Decade for Ecosystem 

Restoration, G20 Global Land Initiative, Global Biodiversity Framework, and the proposed 

EU restoration law could stoke the establishment of restoration specialization, either by firms 

or government agencies.  

5. Discuss  the emergence of professionalization in restoration due to the longer-term funding 

streams needed for restoration activities and the education/training and capital/infrastructure 

programs that inevitably emerge. 

6. Discuss the actions that G20 leaders can take moving forward, contextualizing them with the 

history of policies governing existing and emerging environmental markets and incentive 

structures that have driven (or inhibited) the restoration industry in the United States.  This 

effort will also focus on how similar policies around the world could equally impact the 

restoration industry, internationally.   

Deliverables 

• A comprehensive working paper of 10-15 pages. If additional information is available it may 

be presented as annexes. 

 

Contractual terms 

The service of the selected consultant is estimated to be 40 days starting from March 2024 and to be 

concluded by July 2024. The consultancy is home based. However, if missions are organized, travel 

will be paid and organized separately, and payment is upon received deliverables. All products resulting 

from this contractual arrangement are the exclusive property of the UNCCD. 

The consultant must be in possession of all the equipment and software necessary to conduct this work. 

The UNCCD will not purchase any equipment. Candidates are kindly requested to specify in their 

applications the software and equipment that will be used to carry out this assignment. 

 

Requirements 

• PhD in Engineering, Planning, Science, Economics, environmental science, ecology, natural 

resource management, environmental economics, or a related field is required. 

• Proficiency in conducting literature reviews, synthesizing information, and critically analyzing 

scientific literature related to ecosystem restoration and economics is required. 

• Academic coursework or research experience in ecosystem restoration, ecological economics, 

environmental policy, or a related area is desired.  

• At least 15 years of experience working in the field of ecosystem restoration, environmental 

consulting, non-international organizations, academia or related industries is required. 

• In-depth understanding of ecological restoration techniques, best practices, and principles, 

including experience with restoration projects is required. 

• Experience conducting interviews with senior officials and stakeholders, as well as proficiency 

in qualitative research methods is required. 

• Familiarity with environmental policies, regulations, and initiatives at both national and 

international levels, including the UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration, G20 initiatives, and 

proposed legislation is desired. 

• Understanding of global trends and dynamics in ecosystem restoration, including differences 

in restoration practices and policies across countries and regions is desired. 

• Fluency in English is required for this position. 

 



 
 

Page 3   

 

Special notice 

Only individuals who can act as independent, individual economical operators are qualified to apply. 

Individuals who can provide their services only on account of an institution or enterprise are not eligible 

under this procedure. 

 

Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 

under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations Secretariat and will not be entitled to 

benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). Their conditions 

of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for the Services 

of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultant and individual contractor is responsible for 

determining tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in accordance with local or 

other applicable laws. 

 

Submission of application 

The following documents should be sent to staffing@unccd.int as one document: UNCCD Personal 

History Form1 /CV and cover letter, specifying the following in the email subject line: CCD/24/C/08. 

 

The deadline for applications is 15 February 2024. Only applications submitted by the deadline and 

with complete documentation will be taken into consideration. 

 

Due to the volume of applications received, receipt of applications cannot be acknowledged 

individually. Pease address your application as indicated above and please do not address or copy your 

application to an individual at the Secretariat or Global Mechanism. Candidates who do not receive any 

feedback within three months of the deadline should consider their application as unsuccessful. 
Date of issuance : 01 February 2024 

 
1 UNCCD P-11 form in electronic fill-in .pdf OR .docx format available: https://www.unccd.int/about-

us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd 

https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd
https://www.unccd.int/about-us/secretariat/vacancies/applying-unccd

