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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

International Individual Contractor –  Sport4Land 

 
Consultancy reference number: CCD/25/C/28 

Background  

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is an international agreement on 

good land stewardship. It helps people, communities, and countries to create wealth, grow economies 

and secure enough food and water and energy, by ensuring land users have an enabling environment 

for sustainable land management. Through partnerships, the Convention’s 197 Parties set up robust 

systems to manage land degradation and drought promptly and effectively. Good land stewardship 

based on a sound policy and science helps integrate and accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, builds resilience to climate change and prevents biodiversity loss. Land also plays 

a key role in the prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery phases of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

securing rural livelihoods and creating green jobs, supporting community resilience and maintaining 

the sustainable delivery of ecosystem services. 

 

The functions of the secretariat are, among others, to make arrangements for sessions of the Conference 

of the Parties (COP) and its subsidiary bodies. In addition, the secretariat also provides assistance to 

Parties in implementing the Convention. 

 

The Communications, External Relations and Partnerships (CERP) Unit supports the mandate of 

UNCCD by providing an overall strategic direction on communications, external relations and 

partnerships, underpinned by innovation and the use of effective tools. It leads and coordinates 

UNCCD’s engagement with key stakeholders and builds partnerships to mobilize corporate resources 

and raise the visibility of land issues on the political and public agendas. Furthermore, it acts as the 

UNCCD brand guardian, leading global strategic communication at corporate and programmatic levels, 

nurturing creativity and ambition to reach new audiences with world-class, science-based 

communication and advocacy 

 

Sport4Land is a global campaign by the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) to unite the sports community in the fight against land degradation, desertification and 

drought. High-profile athletes will champion this initiative to highlight the critical connection between 

healthy land and thriving communities. 

 

Objective of consultancy 

The  International Individual Contractor is expected to deliver the following outcomes: 

• Enhanced branding and awareness of the campaign. 

• Effective support in the successful development of the campaign. 

• Enhanced engagement with relevant campaign partners and champions. 

 

Duties and responsibilities  

Under the overall supervision of the Chief of Communications, External Relations and Partnerships 

(CERP) unit and in consultation with the substantive officers in the UNCCD secretariat, the 

International Individual Contractor will undertake the following tasks:  

 

• Support the development of the Sport4Land campaign and the engagement of athletes around 

key events, including Desertification and Drought Day 2025, the African Nations Cup 2025, 

and the Dakar Youth Olympics 2026. 

• Assist in creating outreach and communication materials in both French and English. 
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• Identify potential new Sport4Land champions for UNCCD's consideration. 

• Identify and engage key stakeholders within sports leagues, federations, and other relevant 

organizations that align with Sport4Land’s objectives. 

• Provide strategic guidance on the long-term campaign strategy through research and consulting. 

 

Deliverables 

The International Individual Contractor has to deliver following outputs:  

• Developing an engagement roadmap for key events for the Sport4Land campaign in 2025-

2026; 

• Engaging and securing at least 2 high-level athletes to engage for the Sport4Land campaign in 

the long-term, including researching profiles and conducting any necessary due diligence; 

• Securing and supporting participation of 1 high-level athlete at a key event during 2025. 

• Increased visibility and outreach of the campaign among key stakeholders. 
 

Contractual terms 

The service of the selected consultant is estimated for 03 months within 01 April and 30 June 2025. 

This consultancy is home-based. Payments are based on the confirmed deliverables. All products 

resulting from this contractual arrangement are the exclusive property of the UNCCD. 

Requirements 

• A first-level university degree. Alternatively, a high school diploma combined with vocational 

education and training in business, management or other relevant fields combined with five 

years of relevant professional experience may be accepted in lieu of a first-level university 

degree. 

• At least five years of experience in advocacy campaigns is required. 

• At least two years of experience in sustainable development is required. 

• Proven expertise in working within the Sahel region and engaging non-party stakeholders is 

required. 

• Demonstrated experience collaborating with the sports and creative sectors is desirable. 

• Knowledge of the United Nations' work in sustainable development, particularly in 

environmental matters, is desirable. 

• Given the focus on events in French-speaking countries, fluency in French is required, along 

with a working knowledge of English language.  

 

Special notice 

Only individuals who can act as independent, individual economical operators are qualified to apply. 

Individuals who can provide their services only on account of an institution or enterprise are not eligible 

under this procedure. 

 

Individuals engaged under a consultancy or individual contract will not be considered “staff members” 

under the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations Secretariat and will not be entitled to 

benefits provided therein (such as leave entitlements and medical insurance coverage). Their conditions 

of service will be governed by their contract and the General Conditions of Contracts for the Services 

of Consultants and Individual Contractors. Consultant and individual contractor is responsible for 

determining tax liabilities and for the payment of any taxes and/or duties, in accordance with local or 

other applicable laws. 

 

Submission of application 

The following documents should be sent to staffing@unccd.int as one document: UNCCD Personal 

History Form1 /CV and cover letter, specifying the following in the email subject line: CCD/25/C/28. 

 

 
1UNCCD P-11 form in electronic fill-in .pdf OR .docx format available: https://www.unccd.int/convention/opportunities/vacancies/guidelines  

https://www.unccd.int/convention/opportunities/vacancies/guidelines
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The deadline for applications is 27 March 2025. Only applications submitted by the deadline and with 

complete documentation will be taken into consideration. 

 

Due to the volume of applications received, receipt of applications cannot be acknowledged 

individually. Pease address your application as indicated above and please do not address or copy your 

application to an individual at the Secretariat or Global Mechanism. Candidates who do not receive any 

feedback within three months of the deadline should consider their application as unsuccessful. 
Date of issuance : 20 March 2025 


