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Event Overview

Event Title: Roots of Resilience: Community and Ecosystem Restoration
Date: June 17, 2024
Location: The Forks, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Organized by: O'KANATA
Supported by: Local Indigenous communities, Environmental NGOs, Manitoba Department of
Sustainable Development

Objectives

The primary objectives of Roots of Resilience are to:

● Foster greater awareness and understanding of land stewardship among urban and rural
residents of Manitoba.

● Promote Indigenous-led initiatives in land restoration and ecological sustainability.
● Strengthen community bonds through inclusive participation in environmental activities.
● Showcase local and traditional knowledge as critical tools for addressing desertification

and drought.

Activities and Program

The event will feature a series of workshops, talks, and interactive activities, including:

● Indigenous Planting Ritual: Led by Indigenous elders, this ceremony will involve the
planting of native species known for their resilience in local ecosystems.

● Workshops on Sustainable Land Practices: Sessions will provide insights into sustainable
agriculture, water conservation techniques, and traditional land management practices.

● Youth Engagement Activities: Interactive games and educational sessions designed to
teach younger attendees about ecology and sustainability.

● Art Installations: Local artists display works inspired by themes of land, resilience, and
Indigenous culture.

● Panel Discussions: Featuring a mix of local leaders, environmental activists, and scholars
discussing strategies for community-led environmental action.

Attendance and Participation
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● Total Attendees: Approximately 500 individuals are expected to participate in the event,
with a significant representation from local schools, Indigenous communities, and
environmental groups.

● Demographics: The event will attract a diverse group of participants, with roughly 60%
identifying as Indigenous. Other attendees will include local residents, students,
academics, and representatives from environmental NGOs.

Key Outcomes

1. Community Engagement: The event will successfully engage a broad cross-section of the
community in discussions and activities centred around land stewardship and ecological
preservation.

2. Knowledge Sharing: Participants are expected to report an increased understanding of the
importance of traditional ecological knowledge and modern sustainable practices in
combating land degradation.

3. Youth Involvement: The event will be particularly effective in engaging youth who are
anticipated to express heightened interest in environmental activism and land restoration
projects.

Conclusion

Roots of Resilience will highlight the pressing issue of land degradation and demonstrate the
powerful role of community and Indigenous knowledge in fostering environmental sustainability.
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